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And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the

field, keeping watch over their flocks by night.

And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory

of the Lord shone round about them: and they were sore afraid.

And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for behold, I bring

you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people.

For unto you is born this day in the city of David, a Saviour,

which is Christ the Lovd.

And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe
wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.

And suddenly there was with the Angel a multitude of the

heavenly host praising God and saying,

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace,

good will toward men.

™ —Luke 2:8-14
6

Merry Christmas from the staff of the Emmitsburg News-Journal:
Claire, McKenna, Dolores, Devin, Gracie, Ashley, Shannon,
Dorothea, Annie, Tim, Boyce, Jack, Mary Ann, Marianne, Jen,
John, David, Sonya, Jefferson, Wayne, Ayse, Andrea, Jamie, Alex,
Steve, Sophia, Tara, Mia, Katie, Sharon, Brian & Mike.

Union Bridge to host New Year’s Eve party

Mia Ferraro
UMD Class of 2026

onprofit Dream Big Union
Bridge will be welcoming

the new year at their third annual
New Year’s Eve party.
The celebration at 7

p-m. and will feature live music,

starts

food trucks, free arcade games
and more before the community
greets the new year with a count-
down to midnight and a firework
show, according to Dream Big
Union Bridge Co-founders Brian
Colussy and Cheri Thompson.

The event will take place at the
Union Bridge Fire Company Car-
nival Grounds at 8 W. Locust
St. There is no charge to attend,
although donations are encour-
aged, Thompson said.

The party will have music by
rock band Cashtown and DJ AJ
will be playing between sets. This
year, 99.9 WFRE will be broad-
casting the event live from 7 to 9
p.m., Colussy said.

Guests will be able to purchase
refreshments from food trucks
such as Wetzel’s Pretzels and Cov-
erd Dessert Shoppe, Colussy said.
There will also be a beer garden as
well as knick knacks to purchase.

As it nears midnight, a large
handmade ornament will be lifted
during the countdown. The orna-

ment will light up as a cherry
picker lifts it 65 feet, Colussy esti-
mates. As soon as it turns mid-
night, the ornament will hit the
top and the fireworks will start.

“We have a 20-minute profes-
sional firework display that is out
of this world,” Thompson said.
She said the nonprofit invested
around $7,500 in fireworks alone.

When it comes to last year’s
fireworks display, “people are still
talking about it,” Colussy said. He
said the show had “like four grand
finales,” he said. “So when you
thought it was done, it continued
on ... so it was a very spectacular
event last year.”

Colussy said his inspiration for
the event comes from growing up
in a community in Pennsylvania
that hosted New Year’s Eve cele-
brations. Being a part of Dream
Big Union Bridge gave him the
opportunity to host one in town.

The nonprofit is offering the
chance to win gift cards to local
businesses, and winners will be
drawn at the New Years Eve
event. Participants can pick up
a passport at participating local
businesses. Making a purchase at
a participating business will earn
them a stamp on their passport.
There will be two drawings from
each category based on the num-
ber of stamps received.

If a participant
receives two stamps,
which s
imum number of
stamps required to
enter the giveaway,

the min-

they are eligible to
win $100 in gift cards.
Four stamps makes
participants eligible
to win $150 in gift
cards, six stamps
makes them eligible
to win $250 in gift
cards, and receiving
all 10 stamps from the
businesses could win
a participant $500 in
gift cards. Participating businesses
can be found on the Dream Big
Union Bridge’s Facebook page.
Thompson says the purpose of
Dream Big Union Bridge is “bring-
ing the community and businesses
together.” The nonprofit tries to
involve local businesses in their
events, she said, and “make them
family friendly and at no charge.”

Just like in New York City, a large ornament like
that pictured above, is lifted during the Dream
Big Union Bridge countdown to midnight.

Dream Big Union Bridge holds
other events throughout the year as
well. On Dec. 1, the nonprofit held
their annual Christmas tree lighting
event where they lita Christmas tree
reaching higher than 20 feet.

Those who would like to donate
to help cover the cost of the New
Year’s Eve celebration can reach

Thompson at 443-340-6305.
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Water system funding questioned

wn auditors cautioned the
Town on its practice of loaning
money from the Towns General fund
to cover shortfalls in the Towns Water
fund based on findings disclosed in the
Town’s 2022-2023 financial audit.

While there is nothing illegal or
unethical about the practice, histori-
cally, the Water system has been run as
a business and held to those accounting
expectations. This includes the expec-
tation that all expenses incurred in the
running of the Water system should be
covered by user fees, e.g;, quartetly resi-
dent water and sewer bills.

Some local municipalities have taken
this guidance literally; down to the point
where the cost of paper, envelopes, and
stamps used for quartetly billing are
kept separate from general Town corre-
spondence costs, or time spent by Town
office staff in answering a call related toa
water issue is charged to the Water fund,
as opposed to the General fund, which
is supposed to cover the general cost of

running the Town.
Following the latter practice has

resulted in the bankrupting of the
Water fund in some Towns, most
notably Emmitsburg, which recently
enacted a 350% water rate increase to
balance its books.

How Woodsboro splits its costs
between running the water and sewer
systemns and the general Town affairs is
consistent with many other Towns of its

size, said the auditor, and that if it works

for the Town, it works for them.

Woodsboro only charges the cost of
physically running the water and sewer
systemns, such as electricity, chemicals,
plant materials, replacement parts, and
the salaries of the Town plant staff mem-
bers to the Water fund. All other indi-
dental charges, such as phones service
and gas for vehides are charged to the
Towns General fund.

However, over the past 20 plus
years, the Town has actually moved
money from its General fund to cover
shortfalls in the Water fund, the audi-
tor said, resulting in the General fund
showing a ‘loan’” of $433,000 on its
books to the Water fund, and the
Water fund showing a liability” for
repayment of that loan on its books.

“Again, youve done nothing wrong,”
the auditor said, “but you may want to
consider how long you want to carry
forward that loan, or for that matter, if
you want to forgive the loan outright”
Forgiving the loan would only be a
paperwork issue and would not actu-
ally result in the Town physically trans-
ferring money. “It’s equivalent to taking
money out of one of your pants pock-
etsand putting it into another,” said one
Commissioner.

Burgess Barnes said he thought it
was a good idea to forgive the loan to
dlear up the books, which in the long
run will allow the Town to get a better
handle on what it truly costs the Town
to run its water systems.

“Trust me,” Barnes said, “Tm not
advocating a rate increase, but we just
need to know where we are with regards
to costs so we can budget more effec-
tively going forward.”

The Auditor dosed out her briefing
telling the Council that she was quite
impressed with how the Town staff
maintained the Towns books. “The
quality of the day-to-day bookkeeping
made my job easy;” she said.

Overall, the Towns General Fund
balance increased  $363,600 to
$2,023,732. If the Town forgives the
‘loan” to the Water & Sewer Fund, the
balance will drop to $1,602,733.

The principle sources of revenue into
this fund induded: state and local grants
($290,677), property taxes ($168,888),
and state income taxes ($373,467).
Principle expenses were: staff salaries and
Town office expenses ($236,365), trash
collection ($71,326), and street and
park maintenance ($231,176).

Water and sewer service plant
expenses exceeded payments from cus-
tomers by $259,097. This deficit was
covered this year by a $508,000 Amer-
ican Rescue Plan (ARAP) grant. How-
ever; there will be no ARAP grants next
yeat, so the Town will need to figure out
how to address the anticipated shortfall.

The principle costs in operating
the water and sewer service plant
include: electricity  ($107,741),
repairs ($69,236), sludge disposal
($54,941), and supplies and chemi-
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cals ($51,645). The Water & Sewer
Fund balance stood at $1,655,061,

however, if the Town forgave

the ‘loan’ to it from the General
Fund, the balance will increase to

$2,023,372.

Council meeting disrupted

Rudeness, profanity, and bully-
ing was sadly on display at the

November Town Council meet-
ing when a complainant, who is
a non-resident, supposedly liv-
ing with his girlfriend on Second
Street, repeatedly voiced his opin-
ion during the Council’s delib-
eration of his complaint about
resident John Smith parking his
work truck and trailer outside of
his house opposite where the com-
plainant is currently residing.

The first two outbursts from the
complainant  drew firm  rebukes

from Burgess Barnes. The last out-
burst, which was laced with profan-
ity, resulted in the complainant being
directed to leave the meeting. On the

A proud sponsor of the
Woodsboro-Walkersville
News-Journal

www.swharrick.com 301-845-6343

way out, the complainant verbally
assaulted an older member of the audi-
ence, which resulted in the Sheriffs
office being called.

The complainant apparendy fel
that his rudeness, profanity; and bul-
lying was fully justified because Barnes
and the Town Code Enforcer spoke in
high terms about all their interactions
with Smith as Smith worked with the
Town to find a resolution to the issue.

Smith, who is a fiberoptic repair-
man, said that he is always on call
and needs to have his trailer near
him. “There are some days I'm work-
ing 80-hours a week,” he said. “T don
want to cause any trouble, and T'll do
whatever the town asks me to do.”

A very civil Smith said that prior

to starting to park his Ford F-150
and 7-foot utlity trailer in front of his
house, he reached out to all his neigh-
bors to see if that was a problem.
“Everyone said it was ok. No one had a
problem with me doing it. Every time
I pull in front of my house, I get out of
the truck to make sure I'm not block-
ing anyone’s driveway, or their ability to
safely get onto the road.”

“I really don'twant to cause any trou-

ble,” Smith repeated. “The town’s code
enforcer has been very kind to me, and
has been helping me with options.”

Smith said he has never met the
complainant, who, according to the
Town Code Enforcer, filed the com-
plaint because he claims Smith’s
parking of his truck on the street is
“blocking his view.”

“How hard is it to talk to people face
to face?” Smith said. “It would have been
nice if he had walked across the street and
told me my trailer bothered him.”

Barnes expressed empathy for
Smith’s situation and thanked him for
understanding that the town had to
enforce the Town's code, which pro-
hibits the parking of commercial trail-
ers on the Town streets.

In a show of ‘dass, at the end of
the meeting, Smith offered to escort
the individual who had been verbally
accosted by the complainant to their car
to ensure they got home safely—and in
doing so, showed what it really means to
be a true resident of Woodsboro.

Bids being received for Town Hall

It was a month later than he wanted,
admitted Burgess Heath Barnes,
but on November 4%, the Town offi-
cially published a request for pro-
posals for the construction of the
long-awaited Town hall.

“We've already received eight
proposals,” Barnes told the Town
Council at their November 14%
meeting, “and we still have the rest
of November to go.

The Town staff will compile all the

submissions and submit them to the
Town Council for review following the
dosing of the 30-day waiting period.
Barnes offered the council the option
to pick a finalist at their December
meeting or wait until the January meet-
ing. The rational for picking a builder
in December, Barnes said, would be to
keep the option open that work could
actually begin in 2023.
Commissioner John Cutshall said
that given the sum of money that

C—=CARAGE

Auto Repair

301-898-5580

Justin Gardner - Owner

611 S. Main Street

Woodsboro %
www.gardnersgarage.net

would be expended, he would prefer
the extra time to review all the pro-
posals in detail prior to choosing his
finalist. Catchall’s fellow Commis-
sioners concurred with his reasoning,
as did Barnes.

“One of the advantages of having
muldple bids to review is that opens
the door for us to pick someone that
will fit our schedule. We are not bound
to pick the lowest bidder,” Barnes said;
instead, we are allowed to factor in
such things as the ability of a bidder to
jump right on the work, even if their
bid is not the lowest. The last thing I
want to do is find ourselves in a posi-
tion where we are forced to accepta bid
with a contractor that cant start work
until 2025.

In 2022, the Town was able to
secure a $400,000 grant from the State
to help with the construction. “T was
very excited about the Town receiving
the funds, as it gave us the option to
pick a better location and build a larger
building like we originally wanted and
not have to cut the size down due to
restrictions of the lot size,” Burgess
Barnes said.
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Council debates removal of fluoride from drinking water

uring the November 8 Town

Council meeting, Walkers-
ville Water Superintendent Matt
Orndorff strongly advocated for the
removal of fluoride from Town drink-
ing water, citing concerns about haz-
ards related to fluoride exposure at
the water treatment plant. The pro-
posal sparked a heated debate, with
opinions divided on potential health
implications and financial consider-
ations. For more than half a century,
fluoride, a fundamental component
of dental health, has been routinely
added to community water supplies
to support public health.

Orndorff initiated the discussion
by addressing the harsh nature of flu-
oride as a chemical handled daily by
water treatment plant operators. He
emphasized that Walkersville is one
of few municipalities still adding flu-
oride to its water, citing neighboring

towns like Thurmont, Emmitsburg,
Middletown, and Boonsboro, which
have opted against fluoridation.

“In today’s world, the addition of
fluoride is unnecessary,” Orndorff
stated. “It is the harshest chemical
that my operators have to handle
on a daily basis.”

He proceeded to highlight the eco-
nomic benefits of discontinuing fluo-
ride treatment, estimating a potential
annual savings of over $10,000. Orn-
dorfl argued that ceasing fluoridation
would result in a higher quality water
product with reduced chemical use,
benefiting both operators and con-
sumers. His argument was supported
by a report prepared by a plant oper-
ator outlining the corrosive effects of
fluoride vapors on the equipment in
the fluoride room at the water treat-
ment plant. The report included
photographs  illustrating  deteriorat-

ing pumps in the relatively new three-
year-old plant, underscoring the need
for frequent equipment replacement
due to the corrosive effects of fluoride.

However, the credibility of this
report came under scrutiny from
Betsey Whitmore
Brannen, who questioned the use
of several sources. In particular, she
addressed information provided by
the Karlfeldt Center, a naturopathic
doctor based in Idaho who has pre-
viously been censured by the Federal
Trade Commission for promoting
“Covid falsities and unfounded cures.”

Brannen also challenged Orndorft’s
assertion that fluoridation is unnecessary.
“36% of people in [Frederick] County
are living below the poverty line,” said
Brannen. “They could be relying on
water for fluoride [if they dont] receive

basic dental care.” Orndorff countered
by darifying that the fluoride dosage

Commissioner

being added to Walkersvilles water was
notata beneficial level, rendering it inef-
fective for dental health.

“The recommended dose of fluo-
ride is 1,000 parts per million (ppm)
two times a day. We are feeding flu-
oride at a state recommended dose of
.8 ppm,” he said. Brannen empha-
sized that even this small amount
could make a difference for under-
served residents who may not be able
to afford fresh fruits and vegetables
containing natural fluoride.

Addressing  Orndorff’s  concerns
about hazardous working conditions,
Brannen asked about the utilization
of protective gear by water operators
and questioned whether any employ-
ees had quit due to their work with
fluoride. Orndoff replied that protec-
tive gear is in use and that there have
been no operators who have resigned
over fluoride handling,

Although  Commissioner  Mike
McNiesh initially agreed with Om-
dorf’s proposal, he shifted his stance in
alignment with Brannen. “Commu-
nity water fluoridation is recommended
by nearly all public health, medical and
dental organizations. Its recommended
by the American Dental Association,
American Academy of Pediatrics, U.S.
Public Health, and the World Health
Organization,” said McNiesh. “Tm
going to have to go with the recom-
mendadons of those organizations over
places I havent heard of before.”

Conflicting opinions remained at the
end of the meeting resulting in the deci-
sion not to stop fluoride addition for the
time being; however, they may recon-
sider in the future. For now, Walkers-
ville will stand with Frederick City and
Fort Detrick as one of the few county
municipalities that continue to udlize
fluoride in public water sources.

Sidewalk Ordnance change proposed

Commissioner Mike McNiesh
introduced changing the Town’s
sidewalk ordinance to allow the Town
to take responsibility for all sidewalk
maintenance.

The Town's previous sidewalk ordi-
nance held a property owner fully
responsible for any sidewalk repairs.
However, during the Maple Avenue
project, the Town assumed finan-
cial responsibility in replacing all the
sidewalks on Maple Avenue. It was
impossible to match the new curb
and road to the existing sidewalks

and impractical to expect homeown-
ers to pay to replace functional side-
walks because of a Town project. So,
the Town Council voted to include
the sidewalk replacement in the
cost of the road project. Although
McNiesh believes replacing the side-
walks on Maple Avenue was a mis-
take he said, ‘it is only fair to do this
for everyone in Town.”

McNiesh outlined proposed changes
which included official definitions of a
hazardous sidewalk: a crack resulting in

a gap or separation of an inch or more,

tilting of 1.5 inches or more of the side-
walk due to settlement or upheaval, any
holes greater than three inches in diam-
eter, any pitted spots where the depth is
more than an inch in a six by sixareaand
any portions determined to be hazard-
ous by the Town manager, public works
director or their representatives.

Another change he introduced would
allow the Town to apply the appropriate
charges to a property owner for a side-
walk repair when the property owner
is found to be negligent in cases such as
pool construction.

Additional questions were raised
at previous meetings, such as what to
do for homeowners that have already
paid to replace their sidewalks, and
how they would be affected by the
new ordinance.

Commissioners suggested the funds
for the sidewalk repairs come from the
Town's capital surplus accounts which
are paid through taxes over the years.
Town Planner Sean Williams pointed
out that the Town makes anywhere
from $150,000-$200,000 on bank
interest alone, and that could be used

as a sidewalk fund as well. He also sug-
gested applying for grants.

Commissioner Betsey Whitmore
Brannen asked the Town to consider
replacing a portion of the Towns side-
walk every year, starting with the worst
spots first. This would allow the Town to
remove the hazardous portions imme-
diately without overextending the side-
walk repair funds. It would take time
to replace all sidewalks throughout the
Town, but the ordinance would ensure
fair treatment for all residents.

The proposal was approved, and
there will be a public hearing at the
December meeting.

Auditors find Town's financials to be in order

A. t the November Council
eeting, the town received a
briefing by the Town’s auditor in
the audit city’s financial accounts.
Overall, the auditor found the
town’s financials to be in order.
The largest portion of the
town’s assets are in the from of
capital assets (e.g., land, build-
ings, equipment,
infrastructure). Of the remain-
ing Town assets, $14,488,883 is

accounted for in cash and cash

machinery,

equivalents (including certificates
of deposit), $1,930,233 in receiv-
ables, $157,038 in inventory, and
$27,268 in prepaid expenses.

Town income and expenses
are tracked in two accounts, one
for Governmental activities, usu-
ally referred to as the General
Fund, which covers routine day-
to-day expenses like staff salaries,
insurance, road and park main-
tenance, &c and the Enterprise
fund, which covers income and
expenses related to the operation
of the Town’s water system.

Total revenue flowing into the
Governmental Activities Fund last
year was $5,243,426, an increase
of $907,126 over last year. Total
expenses were $5,521,756, an
increase of $1,221,952 over last
year. At the end of the town’s fis-
cal year, the Governmental Activi-
ties Fund had $17,644,466 sitting
in it, and an increase of $566,921
over last year’s balance.

The largest source of revenue
for the Governmental fund where
state and local income tax distri-
butions ($2,606,096), followed
by property taxes ($1,405,016),
and ARP grants ($349,714).

Key routine expenses included staff
salaries and insurance ($551,802),
Police ($1,538,559), road and main-
tenance ($1,003,480), trash col-
lection ($426,432) and parks and
recreation ($255,049).

While expenses are fairly sta-
ble, ongoing discussions regard-
ing the possibility of offering 24/7
police protection to Town resi-
dents will result in an increase in
costs in future years that the Town
will have to budget for. The cost
was $1,498,762 for five resident
troopers in FY 2023, which rep-
resented a 23% increase over the
FY 2022 cost.

(To date, the town has been
awarded $5.1 million in ARPA
funds in two installments, the first
early in fiscal year 2022 and the
second in September 2022. Of
this amount the town has spent a
total of $2 million with $3.1 mil-
lion remaining unspent at this
time. The water fund benefited
greatly from ARPA funding in the
total of $1.5 million.

The property tax income is
based upon a tax rate of 14¢ per
$100 of assessed property value
for FY 2023, consistent with
prior years. The Town continues
to operate with one of the lowest
real estate tax rates in the State of
Maryland.)

The Town’s Enterprise Fund, what
is associated with the costs of operat-
ing the Town’s wate system, increased

by $1,678,858 to $6,77,899.
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The principle source of reve-
nue for the Enterprise fund last
year was quarterly water payments
of $1,817,740 and $1,531,556
in ARP grant funds. The princi-
ple expense for the fund was the
cost of operating the water plant
at $1,701,943. At the end of the
town’s fiscal year, the Enterprise
Fund had $6,779,898 sitting in it,
an increase of $503,718 over last
year’s balance.

However the audit noted that
the water system operating reve-
nues were down again this year by
$142,071, mostly as a result of a
$144,954 decrease in connection
fees as there was less construc-
tion in the current year, com-
pared to prior year. With no plans
for significant construction proj-

ects requiring water service, they
told the Council the Town should
expect very little revenue from
connection fees going forward.

The town also has a pension lia-
bility in the amount of $882,727
that will eventually have to be paid.

According to the auditor, over
time, increases or decreases in
fund balances serves as a useful
indicator of whether the financial
position of Walkersville is improv-
ing or deteriorating.

The auditor noted that: “It is
the desired goal of the Town to
continue to operate conservatively
and manage resources responsi-
bly, but begin to spend some sur-
plus funds. With infrastructure
upgrades needed in the form of
roadways and water main projects,
this goal will be tested in the com-
ing years.”

phone: 301-845-4500

WALKERSVILLE INFO

Wed., Dec. 6 - 7 p.m. - Annual Tree Lighting
Creamery Park

Tues.. Dec. 12 - 7 p.m. - Planning Commission
Meeting

Wed., Dec. 13 - 7 p.m. - Town Meeting

Mon., Dec. 18 - 7 pam. - EDC Meeting

Mon., Dec. 25 - Town Office Closed - Christmas

Mon., Jan. | - Town Office Closed - New Years

Day

K walkersville:Our Town
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FROM THE DESK OF. ..

Congressman David Trone

ast year, | wrote to you with the good
ews that our economic recovery
from the COVID-19 pandemic was
quicker than expected. Unemployment
was at a record low; millions of new jobs
were being created, and the federal gov-
emnment was making historic invest-
ments in our infrastructure and our
communities. Im pleased to report that
our recovery has contnued since then.
Unfortunately, everyday Americans —
families, small business owners, and
workers — arent feeling the relief even as
the overall data improves.

Fadier this year, our state reached a mile-
stone by reportinga 1.6% unemployment
rate — the lowest in American history.
Our robust economy; centered around
health care and government services,
should be a source of pride. Weve added
tens of thousands of jobs, supported entre-
preneurship across the state, and made arit-
ical investments in our roads, bridges, and
waterways. On a national level, the news is

equally positive. Job growth has exceeded
expectations, and unemployment contin-
ues to be below 4%.

But another redlity is as important
as these positive economic stadistics. A
majority of Americans have a negative
opinion of the way the economy is work-
ing, 51% of Americans think the econ-
omy is getting worse, and 71% think the
country is headed in the wrong direction.

One reason for this negative opinion is
obvious. Inflaton is putting a stranglehold
on working families, forcing them t live
paycheck to paycheck and aushing their
individual economic prospetity. Things
people need to survive and rewards for their
hard work are maddeningly unaffordable.
Itis notsurprising that most people find evi-
dence from their own lives more believable
than government statistics.

Equally obvious is that the economy is
unfair and not treating Americans equally.
In most every way; the richest Americans
are benefitting at the expense of those who

need the most help.

Leaders with the right vision need
to address the underlying problems
and not be blinded by the macroeco-
nomic results. As someone fighting for
everyday Marylanders in Congtess, 'm
determined to be a leader in making the
economy work for everyone.

Last year, we passed the Infladon
Reduction Act — one of the most influ-
entdal pieces of legislation in a genera-
tion. While most of the publicity focuses
on measures that will address our di-
mate crisis, this law will have an immense
impact on our economy. Because of the
IRA, Marylanders will see lower energy
costs, rebates on effident appliances, and
tax incentives to adopt next-generation
approaches like solar energy and green
building codes. Well invest over $6 bil-
lion in new jobs and industries. In all of
these ways, we will improve our econ-
omy while taking dimate change seriously:
But even this important legislation and

the Bipartisan Infrastructure Act should
be scen as - starting points, not the finish
line. One reason I'm running for Senate is
because I understand that much remains
to be done and I know I have the experi-
ence needed to address our many remain-
ing economic problems.

I came to Congess after running a
successful business, growing from one
store into 257 stores with over 12,000
men and women on the payroll. I
know what its like to make tough deci-
sions about finances — and I also know
what ifs like to have thousands of fami-
lies counting on me to make choices that
impact their lives. Thats why I've found
success in Congess, and why I'm confi-
dent we can do more in the Senate.

Ultimately; if wee going to build an
economy that works for everyone, we
need o build a tax system that is fair for
everyone. The most important step ©
achieve that is raising taxes on the wealthy:
Ive long said that we need o drastically
increase taxes on the wealthiest Ameri-
cans— mysdf induded. By increasing tax

revenue, we can continue to malke invest-
menss in infrastructure and other key
areas that will areate good jobs and give a
helping hand to those who need it most.
Importandy;  households making  less
than $400,000 each year would sce zero
increase in their taxes.

We also need to continue t pro-
mote innovation and technology devel-
opment, something that has been
immensely fruitful for our state over the
last several decades. If we incentivize busi-
nesses to locate in Maryland, as I did with
my company, we'll grow our tax base and
create even more jobs.

I couldnit be more optimisticabout the
direction that we're headed. But I know
that it will take work to make this vision a
reality. The concern that families are feel-
ing about the future is real, and some-
thing that I wke seriously. The effect of
the life-changing legislation will take time
to be felt throughout our communiies.
In the meantme, I worit stop fighting
to continue making a difference where it

matters most.

County Councilwoman Renee Knapp

R%:t about this time last year, I was

omn in to be a member of the
Frederick County Council. To say I
have learned a lot this year would defi-
nitely be an understatement. As my first
year is coming to an end, its a good time
to reflect, share some experiences, and
look ahead to next year.

Although we are all one community
in Frederick County in a larger sense,
we are also comprised of many smaller
and tighty knit communities. Getting
to know the people and organizations
who make up these communities has
been my favorite part of my first year
in office. I was invited to attend sev-

erick County Department of Fire and
Rescue Services. 1 was moved and
grateful at every ceremony recogniz-
ing the bravery of first responders in
our county. Firefighters, EMTs, DERS
leadership, emergency dispatch call
takers, fire company auxiliary organi-
zations, and countless volunteers work
together every day in Frederick County
to keep us safe, and to answer the call
in our hour of need. Spending time
with this community and understand-
ing their organizational needs and goals
has deepened my appreciation of their
mission and dedication to public safety.

I grew up in the Middletown Val-

farms. However, agriculture wasnt
a part of my familys daily life, even
though it was all around us. I'm grate-
ful to every farmer who took the time
to speak with me and show me their
farm, so I could become more knowl-
edgeable about our local agricultural
economy. The Frederick County Farm
Bureau and the Catoctin & Frederick
Soil Conservation Districts have been
generous with their time to talk about
issues such as nutrient management
plans, cover crops, and agritourism.

I was able to attend the openings of
so many Frederick County businesses!
Bakeries, clothing stores, restaurants, law

welcomed into the vibrant business com-
munity in Frederick County. I'm hon-
ored every time I'm able to be there for
that special day for a business owner.
I'had a couple of goals for my first year
in office. First, I spent time listening to
these communities and others, to under-
stand their goals and challenges, and to
understand how I could be of service.
Second, I wanted to work on a successful
bill to help working families. This month
the County Coundil will vote on my
Daycare Provider Tax Credit bill which is
co-sponsored by Council President Brad
Young. I'm hopeful this bill will pass and

provide an incentve for the creation of

a dire need for more daycare options. If
you would like to provide comments to
the Council about this bill, you can send
an email to councilmembers@frederick-
countymd.gov.

Lastly, its been a pleasure working
with the other members of the Fred-
erick County Council this year. Its no
secret we are not all in the same polid-
cal party; and that we have some differ-
ing views. However, each member of
the Council works every day for all resi-
dents with dedication and a willingness
to work together whenever possible.

Many thanks to everyone who has
taken the time to send me an email
or cll with your thoughts and ideas
this year. You can always reach me at

eral awards banquets for volunteer fire  ley. I went to schools surrounded by  firms, entertainment venues, spas, and ~ more home-based daycare businesses.  rknapp@frederickcountymd.gov.
and rescue companies, and award cere-  cornfields. I learned to drive on the  other businesses. Its exciting tosecabusi- ~ There are fewer daycare centers in the Wishing you and your family a
monies recognizing members of Fred-  county backroads dotted with many  ness owner realize their dream, and tobe  northern part of the county; and thereis ~ Merry Christmas and Happy 2024!
Woodsboro Burgess Heath Barnes oo ibbotn s i oo oo o
g a request for a long time now. support Glade Valley Community Ser-
ope each of you had a very Happy  reaching out with interest in bidding on  quarter went out late. This was due to 12 Santa Claus aka the Burgess will be  vices (GVCS) if you have dothes or food
Thanksgiving with family and friends.  the project. All prospective bids are due  residents not having completed the water making an appearance at 1 pm and ~ donations as they are always in need of
Merry Christmas, Happy Holidays, and  in the town office by December 4th, by  meter change upgrade yet. Billing could ~ riding around town with the Woods- ~ items for members of the community.
a Blessed New Year:. If you can volunteer  noon. All received bids will be presented  not be completed undil all were updated. boro Volunteer Fire Department. This ~ For more information, please contact
ata place in the community or helpwith  to the town coundil on December 12th,  The town had to spend extramoneyand ~ year we will be going down all the town ~ GVCS by email at gycs.inc@verizon.net,
Christmas for a family that doesnt have  and a vote to select the contractor will  bringina new plumber on October 20th  streets and possibly up toward the New ~ or call 301-845-0213.

the resources, I encourage it. I promise
you it is very rewarding,

On November 4th, we opened the
bidding process for the new town hall.
Within 3 days we had 6 contractors

take place at the January 9th town meet-
ing. We are all very excited about this next
step in getting the construction of the
town hall started soon.

As many noticed, water bills for this

to complete these final 12 as the contrac-
tor's time in town was only for September.
We have finally completed the upgrade.
This will make billing much smoother
and in January we will be able to start tak-

Midway area also. After the Santa run
at approximately 3 pm Santa will be
back at the Fire House for pictures
untl 4 p.m.. All are welcome to come
out and say hello.

If you have any questions, concerns,
complaints, or compliments please feel
free to reach out to me at hbarnes@
woodsboro.org or by phone at 301-
401-7164.

e

Energy assistance is available to all
Maryland residents who are eligible.
Let us help make your energy costs

more affordable.

Call

1-800-332-6347

to see if you qualify and to apply.

Home Energy

ﬁ- Programs

You do not need a
Turn-0ff Motice or to be

off-service to apply.

Need Help Paying Heatmg or Energy Bills?

The Office of Home Energy
Programs Can Help!
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County Executive Jessica Fitzwater

I jxcin'ng developments are underway
r Frederick County! As the year

comes to a dlose, we are gearing up to bet-
ter serve our residents through commu-
nity connections that bridge gaps and
invest in the rich history of our county!
Hosting the governor and lieutenant
governor, honing in on family and child
care needs, creating a mobility network
and transportation program low-income
households, and taking a deeper dive into
the historic narrative of Frederick County
are just a few of the exditing develop-
ments happening in our community.
We look forward w ending the year
more informed and entering 2024 stron-
ger and equipped with new resources to

Child Care Market Study Results

The Frederick County Office for
Children and Families, community
members and families attended a Com-
munity Information and Input session
on November 15th to learn more about
the Child Care Market Study and to pro-
vide input about their experiences and
ideas for potental solutions. The study
unveiled that Frederick County fami-

lies pay for child care in dme, money,
and stress. Statistically; thirty-eight per-
cent of families in Frederick County say
that child care adds 30 minutes or more
to their daily commute, forty-six per-
cent spend $300 or more on child care
every week, and fifty-two percent report
the cost of child care being very or
extremely stressful—with 82% receiv-
ing no financial assistance.

The survey was completed by 1,300
Frederick County families in May by the
study’s contractor, Public Policy Asso-
diates and Solomon Evaluadon. The
Office for Children and Families contin-
ues to seek out ways the County can look
at innovative strategjes to improve child
care access and the child care system. For
more information about the project and
information on the Community Infor-
mation and Input Session scheduled for
December 6 for employers and busi-
nesses, contact the Office for Children
and Families or see visit www.publicpol-
icycom/FrederickCoStudy:

Mobility Action Learning Network
Boosts ALICE Households
Frederick County Government, along

with community partmers the United
Wiy of Frederick County; Data Driven
Frederick and other community lead-
ers, were selected to participate in The
Urban Institutes Mobility Action Learn-
ing Network. The network provides free
technical assistance to teams of commu-
nity leaders who are moving people out
of poverty and creating equity. It also
provides us an opportunity to engage in
collaboratve problem solving with other
communities across the country who are
committed to addressing the underlying
causes of poverty.

As a member of the network, Fred-
erick County will participate in virtual
workshops, peer-learning opportunities,
and advisory support calls with Urban
Institute experts for 12 months. Over
the next year, the team will utlize a data-
driven approach to finding solutions by
udlizing existing data, such as the Child
Care Market Study; the ALICE Report,
and other local data to determine where
they can make the greatest impact collec-
tively: [ am excited that we were selected
among 30 teams national to participate
in the Mobility Action Learning Net-
work! Breaking down barriers to eco-

nomic mobility in Frederick County is
crudial to our health as a county:

Other noteworthy community ini-
tiatives that break down bartiers to
access in our county, include our local
United Way’s Internet Access Initia-
tive. United Way of Frederick County
is offering free Chromebooks to eligj-
ble households through December to
help close the digital divide in Mary-
land. For more information on eligj-
bility and distribution, the public is

encouraged to visit.

Rides for Good Program

You often hear me say that I want every-
one in Frederick County to be able to
thrive. To thrive, people need food,
housing, health care, and a job. Freder-
ick County ranks as one of the healthiest
communities in Maryland. Our unem-
ployment rate is an amazing 1.7% -
lower than the state’s and less than half
the national rate. In order to access
jobs and health care, really all our basic
needs, people must have transportation.
Frederick County Government has
provided funding to jump-start the Safe
Ride Foundations new program called
Rides for Good. Through a strong part-
nership between the Safe Ride Foun-

dation, the United Way of Frederick
County, and Frederick County Govern-
ment, the program will provide a viable
transportation option to our most vul-
nerable populations.

Lack of transportadon options is
cited as a major barrier, especially for our
ALICE (Asset Limited Income Con-
strained and Employed ). They seck safe,
reliable ways to get to doctors’ appoint-
ments, the supermarket, and job inter-
views. The ability to connect residents in
our community with essential services,
and activities adds meaning and value
the lives they live.

This program affirms that Frederick
not only recognizes the need but is pre-
pared to implement solutions.

Budget Public Hearing and Upcom-
ing Listening Sessions

On December 4, I will be hosting a bud-
get public hearing at Winchester Hall at 7
p-m. The public is invited to either attend
in-person or join us virtually vai Freder-
ickCountyMD.gov/BudgetPublicHear-
ing. To join the meeting by phone, call
tollHree 855-925-2801 and enter meet-
ing code 10042. Comments also may
be submitted online at FrederickCoun-

tyMD.gov/BudgetPublic.

County Councilman Brad Young

wanted to take a moment to update

you all on recent County Council
actions and upcoming Council items.

On November 7, the Council con-
firmed Mr. Mark Long to the Freder-
ick County Planning Commission. The
Frederick County Planning Commis-
sion was established in July 1955 and
consists of seven members serving five-
year terms appointed by the County
Executive and confirmed by the County
Council. The Planning Commission
approves site plans, subdivisions, mod-
ifications to the subdivision regulations,
and makes determinations of adequacy
related to the Adequate Public Fadilities
Ordinance. The Frederick County Plan-
ning Commission also makes recom-
mendations to the County Council on
County Code amendments, rezonings
and comprehensive plans.

On November 21, the Coundil
adopted two pieces of legislation. The
first one, Limited Landscape Contrac-
tor Parking and Storage. This bill allows
for limited landscape contractors parking
and storage use on smaller parcels — spe-
cifically 80,000 square feet (just under 2
acres), instead of 5 acres. The use will also
allow for limited parking within the set-

back area, as long as certain screening and
distance criteria are met. Like the current
“Limited Landscape Contractor” use,
this use will be a principally permitted
use, limited to the Agricultural District,
and subject to site plan approval.

The second bill was to add canna-
bis dispensary; cannabis growing, facility;
and cannabis processing facility as new
uses. This bill established regulations
for new cannabis production, process-
ing, and sales facilities pursuant to Sen-

ate Bill 516 (Cannabis Reform) signed

into Law on May 3, 2023, by Maryland
Governor Wes Moore.

On December 12, at 7 p.m. the
Council will hold a public hearing on
the Sugarloaf Treasured Landscape
Management Plan Amendment con-
cerning the Sugarloaf’ Rural Heritage
Zoning Ovetlay District.

Back in October 2022 the Council
adopted the Sugarloaf Treasured Land-
scape Management Plan. The Council
also adopted zoning changes and added

“Private Park” as a new use. The Coun-

m
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WALKERSVILLE BUSINESS anp
PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATION

Supporting businesses from Walkersville, Woodsboro and the sunmounding area.

Member Benefits:
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walkersvillebusinesses.com/join

cl had remanded or sent back to the
planning Commission three plan ele-
ments for further review and action: (1)
the overlay description, (2) overlay map,
(3) draft overlay regulatory framework.

After numerous work sessions the
Planning Commission held a public
hearing on July 20, 2023, then voted
on October 11, to forward their
final actions and recommendations
on the zoning overlay district to the
County Council.

Under Maryland law the Council
now has four options. To (1) approve,
(2) modify; (3) remand, or (4) disap-

prove the amendment. The amend-
ment is deemed adopted if no action
is taken by the Council within 90 days
of receipt, which will be January 21. A
60-day extension is allowed in exigent
circumstances. This would extend the
final adoption to be required by March
21. A public hearing is required prior to
adoption or modification.

I encourage you to regularly check the
Coundils upcoming agendas webpage
on the Countys official Website. You can
also sign up to receive regular notices on
Coundil, Planning Commission, and
other County notices.

Tracy’s TNT Tag ‘n Title
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THE 12 DAYS OF CHRISTMAS IS A $1000 A DAY PRIZE
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Vigilant Hose Company #6 Fire & Rescue
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Frederidk County Accepted Into
Mobility Action Learning Network
The Urban Institute selected Frederick
County Government, along with com-
munity partners the United Way of Fred-
erick County; Data Driven Frederick and
other community leaders, to participate
in the Institutes Mobility Action Learn-
ing Network. The network provides free
technical assistance to teams of commu-
nity leaders who are moving people out
of poverty and creating equity:

‘T am excited to partner with the
Utban Institute to help break down bar-
tiers to economic mobility in Frederick
County;” County Executive Jessica Fitz-
water said. “The Mobility Action Learn-
ing Network gives us an opportunity to
engage in collaborative problem solving
with other communities across the coun-
try who are committed to addressing the
underlying causes of poverty.”

Over the next year, the team will utilize
a data-driven approach to finding solu-

tions by utlizing existing data, such as the
Child Care Market Study; the ALICE
Report, and other local data to determine
where they can make the greatest impact
collectively.

As a member of the network, Fred-
erick County will participate in virtual
workshops, peer-learning opportunities,
and advisory support calls with Urban
Institute experts for 12 months. Urban
will cover costs related to travel and
accommodations associated with attend-
ing an in-person learning exchange.

Frederick County = Governments
mobility action team will include a
wide range of County services and
resources, under the leadership of Lara
Fritts, Director of Economic Oppor-
tunity. Other participating  divisions
and agendies incdlude: Housing, Tran-
sit, Equity and Inclusion, Health Equity
Office, and the Office of Children and
Families, including the Local Manage-

ment Board. Nongovernment partners

zlenn Fogle
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include the United Way; with a focus on
its ALICE Report; Hood College and
its Data Driven Frederick project; and
other interested organizations, which
provides community leadership, fund-
ing, and technical support.

The Urban Institute selected up to
30 teams nationally to participate in the
Mobility Action Learning Network. To
be cligible, a team must incdude local
leaders from government agencies and

nongovernment organizations that can
create and sustain change. The goal is to
lift people out of poverty through pro-
grams, policies, and actions. The network
will equip members with data, practices,
and opportunities t© leamn from each
other to address local challenges related to
upward mobility and racial equity work.

State of County Address

Features Successes of First Year of Fitz-
water Administration

The state of Frederick County is strong,
County Executive Jessica Fitzwater
dedlared in her first State of the County
Address this evening, That strength

comes from focusing on the Adminis-
tration’s core values of inclusion, sustain-
ability; and accountability. The County
Executive unveiled three key inidatives
during her 30-minute address — the cre-
ation of a transition dashboard, the estab-
lishment of an Office of Agriculture, and
the opening of the walk-in crisis care cen-
ter — and she highlighted progress on a
wide range of topics.

“T'am proud that my administration
is building bridges and bringing people
together so we can make transformational
change,” County Executive Fitzwater said
in her address. “We are standing up for
the things that really matter. We are lifting
up voices that have not been heard so we
can all rise and thrive. The State of Freder-
ick County is strong, and through inno-
vation, hope, and purpose, we continue
to grow stronger every day.”

The key initiatives unveiled Wednes-
day include:

Transition Dashboard: People can
now track the Administration's progress
on over 60 recommendations made by
the Transition Team in its final report.
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The dashboard lists details of work
done to implement each recommen-
dation. The site will be updated quar-
terly so the public can stay up to date
on progress. The dashboard can be
found at FrederickCountyMD.gov/
Transition-Dashboard.

Office of Agriculture: The newly
created Office of Agriculture will cen-
tralize and elevate the County’s agricul-
tural functions. The Office will bring
together the agricultural land preserva-
tion programs and the award-winning
Agriculture Innovation Grants pro-
gram. One of the first tasks for the new
office will be to update the County’s
Agricultural Strategic Plan, which was
last published in 2008.

Ciisis Care Center: A 24/7 Walk-In
Ciisis Care Center for people experi-
encing mental health and/or substance
misuse crises will open for patents at 10
am. Thursday; Oct. 26. The center —a
first of its kind in Maryland — will pro-
vide basic medical care and connect
patients to community-based resources
to provide ongoing recovery-oriented
services. The facility is owned by Freder-
ick County and operated by the Mental
Health Association under the direction
of the Frederick County Health Depart-
ment. Funding came from Congessio-
nally Directed Spending, a State capital
grant, and a portion of Frederick Coun-
ty's American Rescue Plan Act allocation.
Day-to-day operations will be supported
by opioid settlement payments made to
Frederick County:

County Executive Fitzwater pre-
sented her State of the County Address
at the Prospect Center, a large, Coun-
ty-owned facility on Himes Avenue in
Frederick City. Once fully renovated,
the center will house several divisions
that directly serve the public. A solar can-
opy will be installed in the parking lot. A
microgrid at the center will improve reli-
ability and resilience for essential county
services. “By locating County offices at
the Prospect Center, we will meet res-
idents where they are in a way that is
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accessible to more county residents,
especially our historically underserved
communities,” County Executive Fitz-
water said.

Emergency Communications
Personnel Recognized at Regjonal
Awards Event

Several Frederick County Department of
Emergency Communications employ-
ees eamed top honors last week at the
Mid-Eastern Association of Public Safety
Communications Officials  (APCO)
Fall Conference in Ocean City; bringing
home awards for Director of the Yearand
“Teamn of the Year.

“T am so proud of our team at the
9-1-1 Center,” County Executive Jes-
sica Fitzwater said. “Frederick County is
a statewide leader in the service provided
by our emergency call-takers. These ded-
icated employees work hard every day to
keep our community safe.”

Kiistie Dutrow; Assistant Director of
Emergency Communications, was rec-
ognized by Mid-Fastern APCO as Com-
munications Center Director of the Year
for the State of Maryland. Dutrow was
nominated for her work on improving
the mental health of Frederick County’s
9-1-1 employees. Since her career began
in 1998, Dutrow has provided enhanced
employee training on mental well-being,
and was instrumental in advocating for a
behavioral health coordinator to support
Frederick County 9-1-1.

Team of the Year honors went to Fred-
erick County employees of Teams A and
E who were recognized for their com-
bined efforts processing 62 emergency

calls in 10 minutes and managing over
1,900 radio transmissions during the
March 4, 2023, tanker fire on U.S. 15 in
Frederick. Emergency Communications
Managers Jeffrey Lowman and James
Worley II were recognized for their lead-
ership in managing the incident. Teams
A and F managed the tanker-incident
while also handling numerous other inci-
dents in the County. Team members
who were recognized include: Eric Stack-
house; Amanda Miss; Morgan Click;
Angelia Axling; Chad Brown; Jen But-
ler; Lisa Lanam; Jacob Dmuchowski;
Hunter Clark; and Amelia Halvorsen.

Also during the conference, Emer-
gency Communications Supervisor Tom
Whard was sworn in as the 2nd Vice Pres-
ident of Mid-Eastern APCO. Ward
began his career with Frederick County
in 2016 and serves on two commit-
tees with APCO International. As the
of Mid-Fastern APCO Vice President,
Ward will serve as an advocate for the
hundreds of 911 professionals through-
out Maryland, Delaware and the District
of Columbia.

Founded in 1935, APCO Interna-
tional is the worlds oldest and largest
organization of public safety communi-
cations professionals. The Department of
Emergency Communications, under the
Division of Emergency Management,
serves as the Public Safety Answering
Doint for all 9-1-1 calls and non-emer-
gency requests, and coordinates after-
hours communications for County
agendies. DEC dispatches fire, rescue and
emergency medical services, law enforce-
ment, indluding Frederick County Sher-

Charles Mehning - Owner

Battlefield
Transport & Recovery

We tow everything: Light, Medium, Heavy Duty
Transport Vehicles, Buses, Cars, Machinery, Equipment

Licensed, Professional
Friendly Drivers
Available 24/7
MD, PA, VA, WV

1221 Bruceville Rd., Keymar 410-984-2082

charlie. batilefieldi@comoast net

BROWNIE’S

AUTO

REPAIR

]

Serving Walkersville For Over 70 Years
All Major & Minor Repairs
Emission Based Repairs

Approved MD Inspection Facility
Pick-Up & Delivery Available

42 Frederick Street,
Walkersville

301-845-8400

BrowniesAutaServiceEgmadl com
Monday - Friday
Bam -5pm
Saturday
by Appointment

iff’s Office, Brunswick City Police, and
Thurmont Police Department, Animal
Control, and other County agencies.

Child Care for Young Children is
Essential for Families to Work
Frederidk, Md. — Work, job search or
school, is the reason that 80% of families are
choosing child care for their children who
are too young for kindergarten, according
to preliminary findings from the Frederidk
County Child Care Market Swdy led by
the Frederidk County Office for Children
and Families. Community members and
families attended a Community Informa-
tion and Input session on November 15th
to leam more about the study and t pro-
vide input about their experiences and ideas
for potential solutions.

The study shows Frederick County
families pay for child care in time,
money, and stress.  Thirty-eight per-

cent say that child care adds 30 minutes
or more to their daily commute. For-
ty-six percent of Frederick County fam-
ilies spend $300 or more on child care
every week. Fifty-two percent of fam-
ilies report the cost of child care being
very or extremely stressful—with 82%
receiving no financial assistance. This
is according to a survey completed by
1,300 Frederick County families in
May 2023, which was conducted by the
study’s contractor, Public Policy Associ-
ates and Solomon Evaluation.

“Its no surprise that child care is
expensive. But its not the only cost.
Families also pay for child care in time
and stress. Child care providers may
not be located where families need them
and the expense is a huge stressor that
the majority of families bear alone,” said
Shelly Toms, director of the Office for
Children and Families.

Furthermore, all children showed big
differences in readiness for kindergarten if
they had partidipated in formal child care —
licensed to meet staffing and quality require-
ments — according to a preliminary analysis
from the study. The biggest increase in read-
iness was for English Learners and Hispanic
children, who partidpated in formal care
prior to kindergarten.

The study will idendfy child care pro-
vider and family needs and inform the
Office for Children and Families on ways
the County can look at innovative strat-
egies o improve child care access and the
child care system. The study isfunded by an
American Rescue Plan Act grant. For more
information about the projectand informa-
tion on the Community Information and
Input Session scheduled for December 6
for employers and businesses, contact the
Office for Children and Families or see visit
wwwpublicpolicy.com/FrederickCoStudy:

= DIVORCE
CHILD SUFPFORT
TRAFFIC COURT

CIVIL LITIGATHOMN

IHE LAW OFFICE OF

CONTEACT DISPUTES

NEED HELP

DEFENDING

YOUR RIGHTS?

ANDREW D. TOMS

LOCATED IN DOWNTOWN FREDERICK
50 CITIZENS WAY | SUITE 202

ATTORMEY AT LAW

CALL 301-862-TT10
DR VISIT TOMELAWMD. S0

FHEI]EHIGK’SS' #1

PJs |

INTELHITY,

FEALE CH

roof1ng.

301-695-4754 - PJsRoofing.com
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The Bulwark

What the Founders would
think about Trump

Charlie Sykes

Iilhfjse you missed it, America’s revan-
ist stable genius shared some of
his Deep Thoughts about History the
other day. Amidst his usual rant about
his various and sundry criminal prose-
cutions, Donald Trump mused about
The Founders and what they might be
thinking if they could see us now.

“Our Founding Fathers are looking
down at Biden with scorn right now:
Theyre looking down at Biden and
this administration with disbelief”

We think not. But he raises an inter-
esting question: What would the
Founders make of the Rise and Return
of Donald Trump?

On a recent episode of the Bul-
warks Trump Trials, Ben Wittes and
I were inspired to speculate that there
would indeed be high words ban-
died and fingers pointed among the
drafters of the Constitution and the
authors of the Federalist Papers.

They were vividly aware of the dangers
posed by a man like Trump, and thought
that they has erected effective checks and
balances against him. So it is interesting
to imagine what they might think as they
looked down upon our current scene.

Alexander Hamilton had  hoped
somewhat naively that the Electoral
College would afford “a moral certainty”

that the office of the presidency would
not “fall to the lot of any man, who is
not in an eminent degree endowed with
the requisite qualifications.”

He imagined that the electors would
be a bulwark against men who had a tal-
ent “for low intrigue and the litde arts of
popularity.”

“It will not be too strong to say;”
Hamilton wrote in Federalist No. 68,
“that there will be a constant probability
of seeing [the presidency] filled by char-
acters preeminent for ability and virtue.”

"This was, in fact a consistent theme.
In Federalist No. 1, Hamilton wrote,
“Of those men who have overturned
the liberty of republics, the greatest
number have begun their career by pay-
ing an obsequious court to the people,
commencing demagogues and ending
tyrants.” In Federalist No. 85, Hamilton
argued that the Constitutions checks
and balances were necessary to protect
against the “military despotism of a vic-
torious demagogue.”

On our podcast, Ben highlighted the
most prophetic of Hamilton's warn-
ing. In a note to George Washing-
ton in 1792, Hamilton described the
proto-Trumps who endangered the
Republic. It is, in fact, so on-the-nose
that it was cited twice during Trumps
second impeachment trial.

Hamilton wrote:

“When a man unprincipled in pri-
vate life desperate in his fortune, bold
in his temper; [possessed of consicer-

able talents, having the advantage of
military habits] -

“.... despotic in bis ordinary
demeanor -

“.... lenown to have scoffed in pri-
vate at the principles of liberty -

.. when such a man is seen to

mount the hobby horse of popularity -

“... 1 join in the cry of danger to
liberty -

“... to take every opportunity of
embarrassing the General Gov-
ernment & bringing it under
suspicion -

“.... to flatter and fall in with all the
nonsense of the zealots of the day -

Tt may justly be suspected that his
object is to throw things into confu-
ston that be may ‘ide the storm and
direct the whirbwind.”

It may justly be suspected that his
object is to throw things into confusion
that he may ‘ride the storm and direct
the whirlwind.’

Imagine what Hamilton might be
thinking now.

Technically, Abraham Lincoln was
not a Founder, but he also warned about
the danger of demagogues and megalo-
maniacs. And he would undoubtedly
also have some thoughts about the man
who now controls his party.

The greatest threat to the Republic,
Lincoln declared in his Lyceum Address,

did not come from a foreign enemy.

“All the armies of Europe, Asia and
Aftica combined, with all the treasure
of the earth (our own excepted) in their
military chest; with a Buonaparte for a
commander, could not by force, take a
drink from the Ohio, or make a track
on the Blue Ridge, in a trial of a thou-
sand years.”

The real danger, he said, “must spring
up amongst us. It cannot come from
abroad.”

“If destruction be our lot, we must
ourselves be its author and finisher. As a
nation of freemen, we must live through
all time, or die by suicide. ..”

He sounded the alarm about “men of
ambition and talents,” who would “seek
the gradfication of their ruling passion,
as others have so done before them.”

"Take a moment to read his descrip-
tion of a would-be despot who “thirsts
and burns for distinction.”

“Is it unreasonable then to expect,
that some man [possessed of the loft-
iest genius, coupled with ambition
sufficient to push it to its utmost
stretch, will at some time, spring up
among us?

“And when such a one does, it will
require the people to be united with
cach other, attached to the government
and laws, and generally intelligent, to
successtully frustrate his designs.

“Distinction will be his para-
mount object, and although he
would as willingly, perhaps more so,
acquire it by doing good as harm;
yet, that opportunity being past, and
nothing left to be done in the way of
building up, he would set boldly to
the task of pulling down.”

Ore final thought. ...

If the Founders are, in fact, watching all
of this, I imagine that George Mason
would like to have a word with James
Madison. During the Constitutional
Conventdon, Mason warned against
giving the president— any president—
sweeping pardon powers.

The president, Mason argued:

“Ought not to have the power of
pardoning, because he may fre-
quently pardon crimes which were
advised by himself. It may hap-
pen, at some future day, that he will
establish a monarchy, and destroy
the republic. If he has the power

of granting pardons before indicr-
ment, or conviction, may he not stop
inquiiry and prevent detection? The
case of treason ought, at least, to be
excepted. This is a weighty objection

with me.”
James Madison told him not to worry:

“There is one security in this case
10 which gentlemen may not have
adverted: if the President be con-
nected, in any suspicious man-
ner; with any person, and there be

grounds to believe he will shelter
him, the House of Representatives
can impeach him; they can remove

him if found guiley.”
See if you can spot the flaw.

1o read other articles from the Bubhvark

visit www.thebulwark.com.

The Triad

It's over Mitch, go rogue
A. B. Stoddard

ere are probably plenty of
Derby days ahead back home for

Sen. Mitch McConnell, but his time
as the longest-running Senate party
leader in history is coming to an end.

The 81-year-old Kentuckian looks
different, and sounds different, than
he did a year ago. His aging is pro-
nounced: A fall and concussion, and
then moments of freezing up during
speech, have called his health into
question.

Yet in the last year McConnell’s
party has actually changed more than
he has. And that is likely the bigger
threat to his ability to stay in power.

Set aside the defeat in yesterday’s
off-year elections of a McConnell
protégé—his former staffer Daniel
Cameron—in Kentucky’s governor’s
race. That loss suggests that McCo-
nnell’s political strength is flagging in
his home state. But step back and look
at the bigger picture.

Before the midterm elections of
2022, when Donald Trump’s wacko
election-denier candidates were win-
ning Republican primaries, McCon-
nell worried aloud about “candidate
quality.” He was right: Trump’s picks
lost winnable Senate races that would
have made McConnell majority
leader again. And McConnell wasnt
alone in blaming Trump: The ex-pres-
ident was criticized broadly for back-
ing extremists who stopped a red

wave. Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis was
believed capable of taking on Trump
and saving the GOP,

A year ago.

Now the surrender to MAGA is
nearly complete.

In the last month alone the elec-
tion of Rep. Mike Johnson as House
speaker proved that the Big Lie is
now a litmus test for Republicans
in the lower chamber, National
Republican  Senatorial Committee
chairman Sen. Steve Daines called
on the party to unite around Don-
ald Trump as the GOP presidential
nominee two months before any vot-
ers have weighed in, and the NRSC
also attacked former GOP Rep. Peter
Meijer of Michigan—someone the
party would have considered a dream
candidate like, yesterday—saying
that he has no business announc-
ing a Senate run because he voted to
impeach Trump.

“Peter Meijer isnt viable in a pri-
mary election, and there’s worry that
if Meijer were nominated, the base
would not be enthused in the gen-
eral election,” an NRSC spokesman
told Politico.

There’s worry alright.

Michigan turned solidly blue last
year and Republicans should pray
for a candidate like Meijer in a gen-
eral election there. That the Michi-
gan Republican Party is one of the
most deranged GOP state parties in
the nation means Meijer wouldnt
likely win the primary, but such an
on-the-record statement—ifrom
someone on McConnell’s leadership
team—shows there is no attempt to

hide the capitulation to Trump any-
more. This is now business as usual.

What is left of the “establishment”
will evaporate by early winter, and
McConnell should plan accordingly.
The Grand Old Party now has him
cornered. And McConnell cannot
overcome this with leadership, fund-
raising, and dedication to the cause.

Keep up with all our coverage of
the 2024 campaign—in articles, pod-
casts, newsletters, and livestreams:

"Too many Senate Republicans don't
want to follow their leader. Nowhere
is this more clear than the fight for
democracy abroad, and the defense
of Ukraine. As McConnell pushes
to pass emergency funds for Israel,
Ukraine, and Taiwan together—as
President Biden has requested—he is
isolated. The three Johns most likely
to replace him as leader—Sens. John
Thune, John Cornyn, and John Bar-
rasso—have not backed him up pub-
licly. In September McConnell argued
for Ukraine funding to be included
in a continuing resolution but was
rebuffed by his own GOP colleagues.

Instead some Republican senators
want McConnell to show solidarity
with the newly elected House speaker,
who opposes tying security aid for
Israel to any funds for Ukraine.

Sen. Rand Paul told reporters last
week that McConnells position is
“very, very unpopular,” and added “I
think ultimately [it] will fail or bring
down the speaker, which I don' think
isa good idea.”

Sen. Cynthia Lummus said she was
“hopeful that deference will be paid to
the House.”

McConnell has met with John-
son and says he plans to do so reg-
ularly, but it is not his duty to help
the shambolic House GOP confer-
ence keep a speaker.

Instead McConnell can work his
friend Joe Biden and with Majority
Leader Chuck Schumer on a com-
promise that combines border secu-
rity provisions with the national
security supplemental funds. Per-
haps that would help improve
Biden’s standing against Trump in
the general election. But McCo-
nnell should support the White
House position that Ukraine needs
not only materiel but economic
assistance in order to prevail against
the Russian onslaught that aims to
bankrupt the country if it cannot
conquer it. And he should not back
down from the need to pass security
aid to Ukraine, Israel, and Taiwan
simultaneously.

McConnell cannot hope to be a
hero in the history books. For one
thing, he stole a Supreme Court seat
(and sadly for him, the ultimate par-
tisan, the left gives him more credit
for remaking the courts than his fel-
low Republicans do). For another,
he refused to stand up to Trump’s
coup because he wanted Republi-
cans to win the Georgia Senate run-
off elections on January 5, 2021.
But Trump told Peach State Repub-
licans to stay home from a “rigged”
election—so he cost McConnell the
majority twice, in January 2021 and
again in November 2022.

But McConnell’s greatest failure
was his vote on February 13, 2021

to acquit Trump of impeachment
for inciting the insurrecdon. On the
same day he said Trump was “prac-
tically and morally responsible” for
January 6th. McConnell likely could
have found 17 votes for conviction,
which would have barred Trump
from future office. His attempt to
have it both ways has landed us here,
with Trump well positioned for a sec-
ond term.

Is McConnell prepared to endorse
Trump a third time next spring? If
Trump wins next year McConnell is
toast. And if Trump loses it is hard
to imagine House Republicans wont
object to certifying a Biden 2024 vic-
tory—and the MAGA caucus in the
Senate will follow suit.

McConnell owes himself a better
legacy than being run out of town by
J.D. Vance, Ron Johnson, and Don-
ald Trump. He can help the country,
and democracy, and himself, by aban-
doning the needs of his party to do
what is right.

Just as both Sen. Mitt Romney
and former Vice President Mike
Pence have, McConnell can choose
to liberate himself from the corrup-
tion MAGA has in store for Repub-
licans next year. There is no reason
not to—like Pence and Romney,
McConnell will find no future work
in GOP circles once he leaves the
Senate.

Twilight can elicit courage. Cocaine
Mitch should go out in a blaze of Uni-

Party glory.

1o read other articles by A.B. Stoddard

visit www.thebulwark.com.
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The Liberal Patriot

Where have all the
Democrats gone?

John Judis and Ruy Teixeira

! I he Democratic Party has had its

greatest success when it sought
to represent the common man and
woman against the rich and powerful,
the people against the elite, and the ple-
beians against the patricians. Over the
last thirty years, the Democrats have
continued to claim to represent the
average citizen but have steadily lost the
allegiance of “everyday Americans™—
the working- and middle-class voters
that were at the core of the older New
Deal coalition.

"There are a multitude of factors that
have driven working-class voters out of
the Democratic Party. Some of these
stances have to do directly with eco-
nomics; others with culture. The dif-
ferences over them are often taken to
distinguish the college-educated pro-
fessional from those who do not have
college degrees, but they equally; if not
more accurately, arise from the differ-
ences in economic geography—what
we call the “Great Divide” in Ameri-
can politics.

On oneside of the divide are the great
postindustrial metro centers that are
heavily populated by college-educated
professionals, but also by low-skilled
immigrants who clean the buildings,
mow the lawns, and take care of the
children and the aged. The profession-
als, who set the political agenda for these
areas, welcome legal and illegal immi-
grants; they want guns off the street
they see rade not as a threat to jobs but
as a source of less expensive goods; they
worry that climate change will destroy
the planet; and, among the young, they
are engaged in a quest for new identities

and sexual lifestyles. A majority of them
are Democrats.

On the other side of the divide are the
small towns and midsize cities that have
depended on manufacturing, mining,
and farming, The workers and small
businesspeople in these towns want
the border dosed to illegal immigrants,
whom they see as a burden to their taxes
and a threat to their jobs; they want to
keep their guns as a way to protect their
homes and family; they fly the Ameri-
can flag in front of their house; they go
to or went to church; they oppose abor-
tion; some may be leery of gay mar-
riage; many of them or members of
their family served in the military; they
have no idea what most of the initials
in LGBTQIA+ stand for. A majority of
them are now Republicans and many
are former working-class Democrats.

In recent years, elections have increas-
ingly been decided by which party can
make the other party’s radical extremes
(or the politicians who represent those
extremes) the main issue.

There is a danger to democracy lurk-
ing in this transformation of the parties
into cultural warriors. American democ-
racy was originally based on the Jefferso-
nian idea that roughly equal property
ownership would undergird political
equality and democracy. That notion
was dashed on the rocks of the indus-
trial revolution, which created a society
of distinct economic dasses. It was then
hoped by liberals and progressives in the
early twentieth century that the intrin-
sic economic and political power of the
lords of industry and finance would be
counterbalanced by the power of labor
unions in the workplace and by a party
that represents the working and mid-
dle dasses in the political realm. And
that was the democratic pluralism that,
with some obvious flaws, New Deal lib-
eralism bequeathed and that dominated

American politics from the 1930s up
through the 1960s.

But that hope for democracy has also
been shattered. During the last half cen-
tury; the labor movement, under assault
from business and Republicans, has pre-
cipitously declined, and the Democratic
Party has ceased to be seen and to func-
tion as the party of the people in com-
petition with the party of business. The
consequences have been profound.

Businessand finance, throughapleth-
ora of lobbies that began springing up in
the 1970s, have gotten their way time
and again. The tax code has been dra-
matically rewritten to favor the wealthy
at the expense of working America;
trade deals have been signed that have
aided multinational corporations but
screwed American workers; finance,
with its propensity to instability, and
its emphasis on short-term returns, has
been enhanced at the expense of manu-
facturing; at the behest of the most ret-
rograde elements, social programs have
been sabotaged or rejected that would
have provided American workers with
the same security in health care, child-
care, and employment that Furopean
workers simply take for granted.

In our view, one prerequisite for
reviving the promise of American
democracy is the reemergence of a
political party whose primary com-
mitment is to look after the country’s
working and middle dlasses.

W place our hopes for change in the
Democratic Party. We see evidence in
the Biden administration’s first two years
of a reevaluation of the party’s economic
priorities on trade, taxes, and labor and
on national economic growth that tries
to bridge the Great Divide. The Demo-
crats seem to have turned a corner from
their deference to free markets and free
trade during past administrations.

Most of the stands the party take on
issues like race, crime, immigration, dli-
mate, sex, and gender are in response
to real problems. There has been police

brutality; the country’s eleven million
illegal immigrants constitute an exploit-
able underclass that needs to be inte-
grated into society; transgender people
have suffered discrimination; and di-
mate change is a genuine threat to the
planets future. There are reasonable
reforms that address these, but the radi-
cal solutions and the censorious outlook
advanced by the Democrats' shadow
groups and by some Democratic politi-
cians have been wrong-headed and divi-
sive. Many Democrats simply refuse to
recognize this.

The America of today is vasdy dif-
ferent from the America of the 1930s,
but what the Democrats need today is a
general approach to politics that is simi-
lar to that of the New Deal liberals. The
New Deal liberals were liberal, progres-
sive, and social democratic in their eco-
nomic views, dedicated to creating a
better balance of power between labor
and business and security against pov-
erty, unemployment, disease, and old
age, but by todays standards, the New
Deal Democrats were moderate and

even small-c conservative in their social
outlook.

They extolled “the American way of
lif€” (a term popularized in the 1930s);
they used patriotic symbols like the
“Blue Eagle” to promote their programs.
In 1940, Roosevelts official campaign
song was Irving Berins “God Bless
America” Under Roosevelt, Thanksgiv-
ing, Veterans Day, and Columbus Day
were made into federal holidays. Roos-
evelt turned the annual Christmas tree
lighting into a national event. Roos-
evelts politics were those of “the people”
and of the “forgotten American.”

The Democrats need to follow this
example. They need to press economic
reforms that benefic the working and
middle dasses. But to get a hearing on
those promises, they must first declare
a truce and find a middle ground in
today’s culture war between Democrats
and Republicans so that they can once
again become the party of the people.

1o read other articles from The Liberal
Pawriot visit www liberalpatriot.com.

Good Day,

Family celebrations
Dorothea Mordan

o matter what happens in the

world before this edition of the
Woodsboro Walkersville News Journal
goes to print, the first days of winter are
a time many of us pause, reflect, spend
time with family; remember our faith
and humanity.

Communities goes through changes
every year. Some of the best come from
meeting new people. Change doesnt
cost traditions. The people who come
into our lives create a larger family; with
traditions to share.

The new owners of Trouts, Diya
Rajbhandari and her family, live in
Walkersville, and are enriching the
local traditions of our community. Our
family favorites for the holidays can be
found there, turkey, potatoes, Cope’s
Corn. Local and regjonal favorites from
Linganore and Yuengling mingle with
new favorites. A few (new to me) inter-
esting wines, Imagery Cabernet Sau-
vignon, Bonterra Chardonnay and
Specialist Zinfandel, pair nicely with
locally sourced produce and meats.

In the winter holidays we pause to
share stories of inspiration.

Neighbor

I recendy read a short, autobiograph-
ical story by Katherine Hepburn. She
and her father had been in line to but
tickets to see a show. In front of them
was a family, parents and children, just
as excited as the Hepburns. When
their turn came, the father of that fam-
ily found he did not have money to
pay for their tickets. Nothing was spo-
ken, but the look on those parents’ faces
told the story of how devastating it was
about to be when their children learned
they would not see the show. Hep-
burns father quiedy dropped some of
his own money to the ground, saying
“Sir, I think you dropped this” Know-
ing looks were exchanged, and the fam-
ilies parted ways. The family of strangers
went in. Then the Hepburns went
home.

Hepburn said she and her father
felt joy in being able to help that fam-
ily. ’'m sure they did. I also think much
of the joy from such experiences is the
memory of when we do what is right,
when we can. In the moment, we feel
relief that tragedy—great or small—was
averted. That is what the holidays make
me think of. Tragedies great or small I
may have helped deflect, and small mer-
cies shown to me. In the world today

there are face-offs everywhere. Since the

dawn of dme humans have needed to
balance the aggressive thythms of life
with times of respite and rest. A holiday.

Human inflicted traumas, as we see
happening around the world, lead to
generations of damage. The oppos-
ing force is the lasting effect of doing
the right thing, building generations of
strong bonds with neighbors.

Whiting about what community
means is a universal reflection for this
time of year. All people need a sense of
self preservation, but a true commu-
nity holiday is about so much more
than “whats in it for me?”. We stop to
renew our faith—in religion, human-
ity, that the spring days are coming.
Faith and church are about commu-
nity; not separation. It is worth remem-
bering that people who dont value other
people, often dont know their own
value. When the world seems certain to
tear itself apart, it is worth remember-
ing the things we do each day t hold
it together, and that every religion has a
way of phrasing the Golden Rule.

Buddhism - Hurt not others with
that which pains yourself. Udanavarga.

Christianity - All things whatsoever
yewould that men should do to you, do
ye even so to them: for this is the law and
the prophets. Bible, St. Matthew.

Confucianism - Is there any maxim
which ought to be acted upon through-

out ones whole life? Surely the maxim of

loving kindness is such—Do not unto
others what you would not they should
do unto you. Analects.

Hebraism - What is hateful to you,
do not do to your fellow man. That
is the whole of the Torah and the
remainder is but commentary. Go
learn it. Talmud.

Hinduism - This is the sum of
duty: do naught to others which if
done to thee, would cause thee pain.
Mahabharata.

Islam - No one of you is a believer
until he loves for his brother what he
loves for himself. Traditions.

Jainism - In happiness and suffer-
ing, in joy and grief, we should regard
all creatures as we regard our own self;
and should therefore refrain from inflict-
ing upon others such injury as would
appear undesirable to us if inflicted
upon ourselves. Yogashastra.

Sikhism - As thou deemest thyself so
deem others. Then shalt thou become a
partner in heaven. Kabir.

Taoism - Regard your neighbor’s gain
as your own gain: and your neighbor
loss as your own loss. T’ai Shang Kan
Ying P’ien.

Unitarianism - The inherent worth
and dignity of every person. Justice,
equity and compassion in human rela-
tions. We affirm and promote respect
for the interdependent web of all exis-
tence of which we are a part. Unitarian

Universalist Association.

Zoroastrianism - That nature is only
good when it shall not do unto another
whatever is not good for its own self
Dadistan-i-dinik.

Most of these phrasings of the Golden
Rule are as they appear on the Norman
Rockwell Museumn website. No doubt
there are many more phrasings of the
Golden Rule to pair with many more
religions. They are not missing in this
column because of newspaper print
space. Their absence simply illustrates
that T have so much more to learn.

For over a century Norman Rock-
wells work has celebrated life in Amer-
ica. From the joys of holiday tradition to
the depths of fighting for civil rights. It
is worth remembering that some of our
greatest artists are also some of our great-
est humanitarians.

Examples of the Golden Rule are all
around us, if only we pay attention.

Hold your family and friends closer,
and if you are reading this here at home
in Woodsboro or Walkersville, stop by
Trouts and pick up something to share
for your holiday meal.

The array of choices at Trouts pair
nicely with gatherings of friends, family,

and good conversation.

1o read past editions of Good Day
Neighbor visit the Authors section of
Walkersville. net.
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PASTOR’S DESK

God is with us

Pastor Chad Weddle
Glade United Church of Christ

December, the beginning
of the advent season and
Christmas! I can recall being an
acolyte around the age of twelve
and at the 11pm Christmas Eve
service, fighting falling asleep, and
hearing the pastor at the church
read from the Gospel of John.

“In the beginning was the Word,
and the Word was with God, and
the Word was God. He was with
God in the beginning.”

—(John 1:1-2)

My confusion continued as the
Pastor continued reading from
John ending with verse 14.

“The Word became flesh and
made his dwelling among us.”

—(John 1:14)

What kind of Christmas eve
Gospel reading is this I thought,
where are the shepherds, the
angels, the wise men, the manger?
It would take a long time on my

faith journey to understand and
come to think of this Gospel writ-
ers beginning as more important
to me than our traditional Luke
narrative for several reasons.

Emmanuel — God is with us.
The prophet Isaiah would tell us
that this would occur hundreds of
years before it was fulfilled.

Therefore the Lord himself will
give you a sign: The virgin will be
with child and will give birth to a

son, and will call him Emmanuel.

—(Isaiah 7:14)

Just one example of prophecies
from the Old Testament regard-
ing Jesus that are fulfilled, similar
to the prophet Micah who wrote
approximately 700 years before
Jesus birth that it would occur in
the tiny town of Bethlehem:

But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah,
though you are small among the
clans of Judah, out of you will come
Jfor me one who will be ruler over
Israel, whose origins are from of old,

from ancient times.”

—(Micah 5:2)

¢

We invite yvou fo come visit

LIBERTY

BAPTIST CHURCH
Wednesday Evening - 7 p.m.
Traditional Preaching ~ Traditional Music
Traditional Bible
30 West Frederick 5t., Walkersville

301-845-0040
lifeandiihertyhaprt org

Sunday School
10 a.m.
Morning Worship
11 a.m.
Sunday Evening
6 p.m.

St John's Lutheran Church

2619 Rlack's

Mill Rd., Creagefstown

Emmitsburg Community

+_

Chorus Christmas Concert - Dec. 3rd at 4 p.m.

Christmas Eve Service - Dec.

24th at 5:30 p.m.

(in the main sanctuary)
Followed by a fried chicken dinner with side dishes
in the Parish Hall

Christmas Day Service at 9:30 a.m.
Featuring the story of the 12 Days of Christmas
with lessons and carols &

. -

-

1
Graceham Mnravlan Church

Come Join us
All Welcome |
Served with Grace Dinner
Dec. 4th 5:20 to 7 p.m.

® Christmas Eve Dec. 24 @

Candle Light Service 5 & 7 p.m.
Regular Sunday Service 10:30 am.
sunday School 9:15 am.
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The fulfillment of these proph-
ecies was significant to me on
my faith journey in noting God’s
faithfulness to God’s promises.
Many other prophecies regard-
ing Jesus’ life, ministry, death and
Resurrection can be found in the
Old Testament.

While confusing the young aco-
lyte, I now embrace this beautiful
scripture because it demonstrates
how much God loves and cares
for me and you! God loves us so
much that God would become a
human being in the form of our
savior Jesus Christ. No longer
would there be a void between our
Creator God and us. Jesus would
walk among us, teach us, chal-
lenge our concepts of what a savior
would do (mighty conqueror rid-
ing triumphantly on a white horse
versus a humble leader preaching
forgiveness and riding into Jeru-
salem on a donkey.) and be our
example of how to live while here
on earth. So, while I still love the
Gospel of Luke for the traditional
Christmas narrative which is the
scheduled reading for this year’s
lectionary, John ‘s gospel reading
for Christmas now holds a special
meaning to me.

Now onto Luke’s gospel, Luke
takes us from a wide global and
political vantage point by men-
tioning the Emperor of Rome
and the governor of Syria down
to what appears to be two insig-
nificant individuals called Joesph
and Mary.

In those days Caesar Augustus
issued a decree that a census should
be taken of the entire Roman world.

(This was the first census that took
place while Quirinius was governor

of Syria) ... So Joseph also went up
.. to Bethlehem the town of David
. He went there to register with
Mary
—(parts of Luke 2:1-5)

Insignificant small town, two
unknown individuals this theme
Where would God’s
only child be born? Certainly
a palace or a temple with a gold
crib adorned with beautiful and
rare gems. No, this child would be

continues.

born in cave like stable among ani-
mals and laid in a feeding troth.
Certainly this miraculous event
will be proclaimed to those politi-
cal and religious leaders in the area
so that they may come and wor-
ship God’s only son. God how-
ever chooses to announce this
event to the low-class shepherds
in the area. Shepherds, and later
Jesus would call a tax collector,
fisherman, and other unknown
seemingly unimportant disciples
to carry on and share his minis-

try to all.

Glade

#%) United Church of Christ

“All are welcome!”

Sunday, December 3 - Communion
December 24 - Christmas Eve Services
10:30 a.m. and 7:30 p.m.

Worship Sundays at 10:30 a.m.
21 Fulton Avenue, Walkersville

301-845-6775
www.gladechurch.org

www facebook.com'GladeUCC Walkersville

Glade United Church of Christ

« % Join us this Christmas Season! *
Annual Hohiday Concert

“Go Tell It on the Mountain”
* Wednesday, December 20-7 p.m. *

Join us for a festive evening of holiday music!
Light refreshmenis will be served following the concert.

Please bring a food item 1o shane with the Glade Valley Food Bank.
* Come Celebrate Christmas Eve with Us! =
Join us for a morming service at 10:30 a.m.
where we will light the Candle of Love,

* Evening Candlelight Service: *

Experience the magic of Christmas with our candlelight service
Musical Prelude: 7 pom. = Candlelight Service: 7:30 p.m.

" {Mew time this year) *
All are welcome Sundays for 10:30 a.m. worship!
* Chad Weddle - Pastor *

21 Fulton Ave., Walkersville « 301-845-6775
www,gladechurchorg = wwwibcehook. com/GladeUCCWalkersville

Small town, seemingly insig-
nificant, powerless couple ver-
sus Rome, an Emperor and his
Empire. How many of you can
name a significant fact about
that specific Roman Emperor or
that Governor of Syria? Yet this
month approximately two BIL-
LION people on this globe will
celebrate the birth of the child
born to Joseph and Mary.

This time of year can be stress-
ful — remember that God loves us
all as God’s children, as God’s cre-
ations. Instead of stressing over
the perfect gift or making sure
your house is the best and bright-
est with lights and other decora-
tions, please remember what can
seem to be a small insignificant
event or act can continue to show
God’s love to others. Please think
of a small act of kindness you can
do — visit a lonely or sick neighbor,
take a canned good to the local
food bank, give a donation to one
of those red kettles or another non-
profit agency. For God contin-
ues to care for the world through
these small often overlooked acts
of unexpected kindness. So I ask
you the reader of this article - Can
you be a shepherd here in 2023 to a
friend or stranger proclaiming the
good news that God came to us?

I want to wish everyone a safe,
blessed Christmas season! Please
take time on Christmas day to
think of your favorite Christmas
scripture and thank our ever lov-
ing ever faithful God for all the
blessings we enjoy, for God is with
us now and forever!

1 hope you will join us at Glade
United Church of Christ — all are
welcome! We are located at 21 Ful-
ton Avenue, Walkersville. Sunday
Worship begins ar 10:30 a.m. For
more information about our church
or any events please see www.glade-
church.org or call the office at 301-
845-6775.

On Saturday December 2" the
church will be open from 10am
to3pm with atrisans, crafters and
good food for sale as part of the Walk-
Christkindmarket  (walk-
ersvilechristkindlmarket.com).
December 37 is Communion Sun-
day, the 1" Sunday of Advent with
the Hanging of the Greens cere-
mony. On Wednesday Dec 20" at 7
p-m. our Music Director Bill Powell
will hold an Annual Holiday Con-
cert with light refreshments to follow.
Please bring a canned item for the
Glade Valley Food Bank. Dec 24"
10:30 am Handbell Choir and 7:30
Candlelight Christmas Eve service
with handbells, communion and spe-
cial music beginning at 7 p.m.

ersville
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THE BOOK OF DAYS

St. Nicholas

Saint Nicholas Day, also called the Feast of Saint Nicholas, is
observed on December 6th in Western Christian countries, and on
December 20th in Eastern Christian countries.

t. Nicholas belongs to the

fourth century of the Christian
era, and was a native of the city of
Patara, in Lycia, in Asia Minor. So
strong were his devotional tenden-
cies, even from infancy, that we are
gravely informed that he refused
to suck on Wednesdays and Fri-
days, the fast-days appointed by
the church! Having embraced a
religious life by entering the mon-
astery of Sion, near Myra, he was
in course of time raised to the dig-
nity of abbot, and for many years
made himself conspicuous by acts
of piety and benevolence. Subse-
quently he was elected archbishop
of the metropolitan church of
Myra, and exercised that office
with great renown dill his death.
Though escaping actual martyr-
dom, he is said to have suffered
imprisonment, and otherwise tes-
tified to the faith under the perse-
cution of Dioclesian.

The history of St. Nicholas
does not end with his death and
burial. His relics were preserved
with great honour at Myra, tll
the end of the eleventh century,
when certain merchants of Bari,
on the Adriatic, moved by a pious
indignation similar to what actu-
ated the Crusaders, made an expe-
dition to the coast of Lycia, and
landing there, broke open the cof-
fin containing the bones of the
saint, and carried them off to
Italy. They landed at Bari on the
9th of May 1087, and the sacred
treasure, which they had brought
with them, was deposited in the
church of St. Stephen. On the day
when the latter proceeding took
place, we are told that thirty per-
sons were cured of various dis-
tempers through imploring the
intercession of St. Nicholas, and
since that time his tomb at Bari
has been famous for pilgrimages.

“Pegoe T leave with you; my peace T give fo you, T do ot give o
vou as the world gives. Do ot let your hearis be troubled, and do
L “ mot let them be afraid, ©
Join us on Sunday mornings at 10 a.m.
All are welcome
If you are unable to join us in the sanctuary you may view
our services on our YouTube channel.

Perhaps no saint has enjoyed a
more extended popularity than St.
Nicholas. By the Russian nation,
he has been adopted as their
patron, and in England no fewer
than three hundred and seven-
ty-two churches are named in his
honour. He is regarded as the spe-
cial guardian of virgins, of chil-
dren, and of sailors. Scholars were
under his protection, and from
the circumstance of these being
anciently denominated clerks, the
fraternity of parish clerks placed
themselves likewise under the
guardianship of St. Nicholas. He
even came to be regarded as the
patron of robbers, from an alleged
adventure with thieves, whom he
compelled to restore some stolen
goods to their proper owners.

But there are two specially cel-
ebrated legends regarding this
saint, one of which bears reference
to his protectorship of virgins, and
the other to that of children.

The former of these stories is
as follows: A nobleman in the
town of Patara had three daugh-
ters, but was sunk in such pov-
erty, that he was not only unable
to provide them with suitable
marriage-portions, but was on
the point of abandoning them
to a sinful course of life from
inability to preserve them oth-
erwise from starvation. St. Nich-
olas, who had inherited a large
fortune, and employed it in
innumerable acts of charity, no
sooner heard of this unfortunate
family, than he resolved to save
it from the degradation with
which it was threatened.

As he proceeded secretly to the
nobleman’s house at night, debat-
ing with himself how he might
best accomplish his object, the
moon shone out from behind a
cloud, and shewed him an open
window into which he threw a
purse of gold. This fell at the feet
of the father of the maidens, and
enabled him to portion his eldest
daughter.

A second nocturnal visit was
paid to the house by the saint,
and a similar present bestowed,
which procured a dowry for the
second daughter of the noble-
man. But the latter was now deter-
mined to discover his mysterious
benefactor, and with that view set
himself to watch. On St. Nich-
olas approaching, and prepar-
ing to throw in a purse of money

John 14:27

Special Music every Sunday morming worship during Advent

Christmas Bazaar - Saturday, December 2 from 9 a.m.-3 p.m.
Breakfast and lunch will be available.

Free Community Dinner - December 5 from 5 - 7 p.m.
Free Community Christmas Concert - December 10 at 6 p.m.
Christmas Eve Service at 10 a.m.
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service at 9 p.m.

Far mofe information on how 10 access our services please visl our website of contsct the chusch,

for the third daughter, the noble-
man caught hold of the skirt of his
robe, and threw himself at his feet,
exclaiming: ‘0 Nicholas! servant of
God! Why seek to hide thyself?’
But the saint made him promise
that he would inform no one of
this seasonable act of munificence.

From this incident in his life
is derived apparently the practice
formerly, if not still, customary
in various parts of the continent,
of the elder members and friends
of a family placing, on the eve of
St. Nicholas’s Day, little presents,
such as sweetmeats and similar
gifts, in the shoes or hose of their
younger relatives, who, on discov-
ering them in the morning, are
supposed to attribute them to the
munificence of St. Nicholas.

In  convents, the young
lady-boarders used, on the same
occasion, to place silk-stockings
at the door of the apartment of
the abbess, with a paper recom-
mending themselves to ‘Great St.
Nicholas of her chamber.” The
next morning they were sum-
moned together, to witness the
results of the liberality of the
saint who had bountifully filled
the stockings with sweetmeats.
From the same instance of munif-
icence recorded of St. Nicholas,
he is often represented bearing
three purses, or three gold balls;
the latter emblem forming the
well-known pawnbrokers’ sign,
which, with considerable proba-
bility, has been traced to this ori-
gin. It is true, indeed, that this
emblem is proximately derived
from the Lombard merchants
who settled in England at an
carly period, and were the first to
open establishments for the lend-
ing of money. The three golden
balls were also the sign of the
Medici family of Florence, who,
by a successful career of merchan-
dise and money-lending, raised
themselves to the supreme power
in their native state. But the same
origin is traceable in both cases—
the emblematic device of the
charitable St. Nicholas.

The second legend to which we
have adverted is even of a more
piquant nature. A gentleman of
Asia sent his two sons to be edu-
cated at Athens, but desired them,
in passing through the town of
Myra, to call on its archbishop,
the holy Nicholas, and receive his
benediction.

‘;ﬁ-ﬁﬂlﬁdlﬁbr{]tlrﬂ ]Evalmgel[imdl

Lwotheran Chuorch
101 5. Main Street, Woodsboro
www. woodsborolutheranchurch.com 301-845-4533 )

The young men, arriving at the
town late in the evening, resolved
to defer their visit till the morn-
ing, and in the meantime took up
their abode at an inn. The land-
lord, in order to obtain posses-
sion of their baggage, murdered
the unfortunate youths in their
sleep; and after cutting their bod-
ies to pieces, and salting them,
placed the mutilated remains in
a pickling tub along with some
pork, under the guise of which
he resolved to dispose of the con-
tents of the vessel. But the Arch-
bishop was warned by a vision of
this horrid transaction, and pro-
ceeded immediately to the inn,
where he charged the landlord
with the crime.

The man, finding himself dis-
covered, confessed his guilt, with
great contrition, to St. Nicho-
las, who not only implored on his
behalf the forgiveness of Heaven,
but also proceeded to the tub
where the remains of the inno-
cent youths lay in brine, and then
made the sign of the cross, and
offered up a supplication for their
restoration to life.

Scarcely was the saint’s prayer
finished, when the detached and
mangled limbs were miraculously
reunited, and the two youths
regaining animation, rose up
alive in the tub, and threw them-
selves at the feet of their benefac-
tor. We are further informed, that
the archbishop refused their hom-
age, desiring the young men to
return thanks to the proper quar-
ter from which this blessing had
descended; and then, after giv-
ing them his benediction, he dis-
missed them with great joy to
continue their journey to Athens.
In accordance with this legend, St.
Nicholas is frequently represented,
as delineated in the accompanying
engraving, standing in full Epis-
copal costume beside a tub with
naked children.

The tradition of Saint Nicho-
las Day, is a festival for children
in many countries in Europe
related to legends of the saing,
and particularly his reputation as
a bringer of gifts. The American
Santa Claus, as well as the Brit-
ish Father Christmas, derive from
these legends.

10 read other selections from Robert
Chamber's 1864 The Book of Days
visit www.thebookofdays.com.
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ECOLOGY

Strawberry Hill's Winter & Spring programs

Anne Gageby
Director of Environmental Education
Strawberry Hill Foundation

I ooking back over this past fall, ’'m

in awe of what weve been able to
accomplish here at Strawberry Hill
From the numerous school field trips
and homeschool programs to public
events such as Trailgating and Hallow-
een on the Hill, its been a whirlwind
of activities, learning, and fun. Most of
all, it has me excited for our winter and
spring programs.

Yes, the weather is getting colder and
hiking the trails becomes trickier as the
snow and ice take over. But that doesnt
mean the fun stops just because the for-
est is switching seasons. This month
wete hosting a holiday wreath-mak-
ing dass on December 9th from 1 to
3. Make your own beautiful, all-natural
wreath while enjoying hot cocoa, treats,
and friends. W€l learn about different
local evergreens and discover some tips
and tricks for making your own holiday
showstopper. Strawberry Hill will supply
pinecones, wire, and drinks. Please bring
ribbon and any decorations youd like
to add such as berries, bells, snowflakes,
birds, silk flowers, etc. Please bring gloves,
scissors, wire cutters, and hand cutters for
plant materials as we will have limited
scissors and wire cutters to share. Also,
we will be in the pavilion so please dress
for the weather. Our wreath-making
dass is led by Heather Wight, a Pennsyl-
vania Master Gardener and experienced
wreath-maker. The price is $30 per par-
ticipant, and you can regjster online at
our website, wwwisttawberryhill.org or
by calling the office at 717-642-5840.

I'm proud to announce that Staw-

berry Hill is bringing back Christmas
on the Hill which we be held Saturday,
December 16th from 5 to 6:30. Join
us in the Nature Classroom for pho-
tos and storyime with Santa. Two
of our Animal Ambassadors will also
be there to greet families and tell you
whats happening in our forest this time
of year. WEl light up the night with a
self-guided stroll along Middle Creek's
Christmas light display and a live-mu-
sic Christmas sing-along by the camp-
fire from 5:15 to -5:45 . and again from
610 6:30. We will also have hot cocoa in
the pavilion and a craft station for you to
make your own nature-style Christmas
ornaments. Christmas on the Hill is free
and open to the public however dona-
tions are always appreciated.

Strawberry Hill is also hosting a kids
Winter Solstice Celebration on Thurs-
day; December 21st from 1:30 to 4:30.
This is a drop-off program for kids ages
5-12 and is a great way for the kids to
start their winter break. W€l enjoy an
afternoon hike as we discover what
winter means for nature. Later, well
warm up by the campfire with smores
and hot cocoa before returning to the
Nature Classroom to make bird treats
and tree decorations as we explore the
history and science behind the solstice.
This is an afternoon the kids wont want
to miss! The price is $30 per child and
space is limited. Please regjster online or
by calling the office.

If hiking is more your thing, join us
for a full moon hike on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 26th from 7 to 8 p.m. December’s
full Cold Moon is special because of its
high trajectory across the sky: The Cold
Moon is opposite the low sun and

because of this, will be above the horizon
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longer than at other times of the year. Its
also a great time to see more of the sky
because most of the leaves have fallen
from the trees and there are a couple of
secret spots around Strawberry Hill's
campus with spectacular views. Not to
mention that theres something partic-
ularly refreshing about a crisp evening
hike with friends around the holidays.
So, bring someone special and enjoy the
beauty of an early winter trek around
Strawberry Hill

If youre a Scout, our Cold Moon
hike meets the requirements for the fol-
lowing badges - Senior Sky; Senior Sci-
ence Expert, and Cadette Night Owl.
You will receive a certificate of comple-
tion from Strawberry Hill upon request.

Our monthly full moon hikes are free
and open to the public but please email
education@strawberryhillorg or call the
office to register. Space is limited and the
hike is weather-dependent. We will have
a limited number of flashlights to hand-
out so please bring one if you can. Snow
and/or ice is likely so please plan and
dress accordingly:

The holidays are in full swing right
now so its hard to think beyond New
Years. But if youre anything like me,
you'e likely already prepping your 2024
calendar because youd rather be ahead
of the curve. If thats the case, get ready
because Strawberry Hills calendar is
already looking pretty sweet. And I mean
maple-sweet!

Mount Hope Maple Madness is
coming back and it going to be grander
than ever. Were hosting our favor-
ite pancake breakfast for one full week-
end — Saturday and Sunday, March 2nd
and 3rd from 8 to 1 at Camp Eder. This
year, were expanding the maple expe-
rience with more hands-on activities
surrounding the history, culture, and
science of maple sugaring, paired with
our famous pancake breakfast. More
information will be coming soon so stay

January OwlPiow]
at Strawberry"Hill

Join the Strawberry Hill naturalists on January 20th as they venture into the
night in search of native owls. You'll discover what makes an owl an excellent
hunter and learn of other owls that live and visit our beautiful woods.

tuned. This is the winter event you dont
want to miss.

Speaking of 2024, add this to your
calendar: WILDIife is coming back!
WILDIlife is a drop-off program
designed to connect homeschool chil-
dren, ages 7-12, to the natural world
through hands-on, child-led experiences.
Its founded on the principles of Won-
der, Imagination, Liberty; and Discov-
ery. WILDlife kids go on hikes, engage
in ditizen science through on-trail inves-
tigations, learn basic survival skills, cre-
ate nature art, and spend their entire
class time outdoors with the exception
of inclement weather. Each class is led by
knowledgeable and engaging Naturalists
in small dlass sizes (8 students).

WILDlife incorporates muldple
areas of learning including math, sci-
ence, literature, creative arts, physical
education, and social studies with spe-
cial emphasis on local and Pennsylva-
nia history including Native American
history. Classes also provide documen-
tation to aide in homeschool portfolio

reviews and offer one make-up dlass in
the event of cancellation.

Our 10-weck spring program will
take place on Tuesdays from 10 to 2 and
will run March 5th through May 7th.
WILDlife is an excellentaddition to your
homeschool curriculum and a howling
good time for the kids. After all, whether
youte homeschooling, unschooling, or
distance-learning, the learning experi-
ence should be authentic, memorable,
and most of all, fun. For more infor-
mation, or to register your child, please
email or visit our website wwwi.strawber-
ryhill org/wildlife or call our office.

December is here so give yourself a
moment to pause and maybe have a litde
fun. Its a busy dime of year and the holi-
days can sometimes be stressful. Get out-
side if you can and take in the fresh air.
Our trails and programs are here, so give
your loved ones (and yourself)) some-
thing memorable: the gift of nature.

1o read past editions of Ecology visit the
Authors section of Walkersville.net.
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* Offering most major insurance carriers

* Our services are FREE

Street,

* We practice “"Safe Money” principles
for retirement plans

Thurmont =

SERVING YOUR MEDICARE
AND RETIREMENT NEEDS

* Specializing in insurance and financial needs for retirees

Froviding oar clients with
hands on personalized servioe

Ask for Karen or Shawn

301-271-4040

I}IIIIISE PLANNERS®

MORE THAN JUST CRUISES

w2024

Land Tours or Cruises
Group Rates & Extras
Hawaii ~ Kona ~ Maui ~ O'ahu

Tisp islamds of Hawsll and South Pacific s the parfect definition of parsdse, The paim
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Barb Cline, ECC
Your Personal Travel Prafessional

240-575-5966

BarbClina Travel.com
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SCIENCE MATTERS

Mother Seton School Science Fair

Jason Vest

he Grand Champion of the

Mother Seton School 2023
Science Fair is at a loss. “Do you
know where my pick-axe head is?”

Her tousle-haired-and-bearded
grandfather Joe Annelli looks up.
I was just gonna say —*

Another voice interrupts. “It was
over here, but I havent seen it in
awbhile,” her father Chuck says.
“Maybe in a garage somewhere
on the street...?

“No no no,” come another voice,
Jeminine and considering in

23

tone. “Not there...’

Science fair champion for a nifty
astrophysics  project, eighth
grader Mackenzie Hager, bright
of eyes and red hair, has no doubt
as to her future: “I haven’t wanted
to be anything but an astrophysi-
cist since I was eight,” she will tell
you, matter-of-factly. (And leave
you wondering - not unreasonably
- if maybe she doesn’t mean that in
present, as opposed to aspirational,
register.) But she dabbles in other
sciences as well.

So as the sun drops behind the
mountains on a chilly November
afternoon, the archaeology collec-
tion is being presented on the Hager
family kitchen table in New Market.
The array includes spent shells from
Assateague. A Civil War bullet from
nearabouts. An ancient rusty coffin
nail. But the hyperlocal axe head —
a find from a nearby creek amidst
the 20 acres of woods she routinely
explores — remains at large.

Mackenzie disappears in search of
the elusive artifact. A visitor remarks
to her family that its good to know
at least some kids still, like, go out-
side and explore. Her father ges-
tures to the acres of woods this last
rambling house in the Lake Lin-
ganore development backs up on
to, from its outer rim cul-de-sac
perch. (“Thats her playground,” he
enthuses.) Awhile later she returns
having given up on the axe head,
having swapped it out for a LEGO
recreation of. .. the Artemis mission
to the moon.

Soon, what seems to be the entire
LEGO history of NASA sits rede-
ployed in the kitchen. (Theres
more yet to build: “On her Christ-

mas wish list this year,” mom Katie
Hager confides, “is the Apollo 11
lander set.”) After a giving run-
down on the specs, Mackenzie’s
off once again to check on a biol-
ogylag experiment she’s doing for
the hell of it. She will next return to
the kitchen table to chew over how
to apply lessons learned from this
year'’s science project to next year’s.

At 12 going on 13, Mackenzie —
an echo of Anya Taylor-Joy’s Beth
Harmon character in The Queen’s
Gambit, but with leavening dashes
of Wednesday’s Wednesday Add-
ams and Star Trek: Discovery’s Jett
Reno — does, like, normal kid stuff:
She’s a fourth generation Girl Scout,
working on her Silver Award. She
calls out the indignities and inani-
ties of her age bracket and she lets
her freak flag fly proudly within it.
(Self-described school cohort/status:
“Outcasts.”) She has her likes and
dislikes, as far as classes go. (She is
as hard-wired for STEM as some of
us are not.) She goes on adventures
with her way-cool family, which
includes a veterinarian grandfather,
a public health nurse mom, and
school bus driver father (who's got
some stories).

But she also has been seri-
ously researching things like geo-
thermic volcanic energy and its
applications since she was a tot.
Her focus shifted to space sev-
eral years ago, when her eyes
spied, and imagination was cap-
tured, by the sight of an orange
streak ascending into the heavens
— an International Space Station
resupply launch from Wallops
Island, whose bright exhaust pro-
file can be seen from this far.

Unlike most kids whose dreams
as regards space usually find voice as
“I wanna be an astronaut,” Mack-
enzie has no desire to go into space
herself. Her love of astrophysics is
also twinned with engineering - “I
like actually building things - not
just, like, going outside and walk-
ing around,” she says. (The absence
of outer space ambitions is just fine
with her family, all of whom note,
in varying ways, just how unforgiv-
ing and final space is.”

But she frames those ambitions
as simply “wanting to help out”
— perhaps not surprising with a
nurse mother who’s also in uni-
form (Commander, US Public
Health Service), and an extended
family for which mutual aid and

assistance are robust. (Macken-
zie’s grandfather Joe grew up in a
Brooklyn brownstone of extended
family and has never known any-
thing but, and Chuck sums up his
side of the family thusly: “My sister
called one day and said, ‘Mom got
brain cancer and she’s moving in
with you Saturday, and I was like,
‘Going to clean out the room and
get it ready right now.”)

Thus a girl who has no designs to
go into space herself is now focused
on using the rest of her K-12 years
in an attempt to find the right mate-
rials and construction for a space
suit capable of ensuring humans
can survive the unique radiation lev-
els of Mars.

Last year’s experiment was a
more general consideration of
pesky-to-humans radiation on
Mars; this year’s was a first stab
at what combinations of materi-
als might show the most prom-
ise and feasibility for use in new
Mars-specific space suits. Next
year’s project: An actual doll-size
prototype suit that, along with
the doll, she’ll bombard with dif-
ferent types of radiation (and
measure with the Geiger counter
she built herself to further con-
sider its viability.

Though her family confides she is

6th Grade

7th Grade

not the most reliable self-starter, once
kick-started, she is a whirling der-
vish of activities and experiments,
ping-ponging between at least a  8th Grade
dozen different projects at any given
time, and usually to good effect.
“Unless we happen to walk in
and she’s flipping knives or what-
ever, we just let her do her thing,”
says her father Chuck, who
describes himself as “crazy” for
voluntarily choosing to drive a
school bus. But as such, any chal-
lenges in parenting a precocious
ADHD intellect are small beer,
compared to playing ringmas-
ter to a daily circus-on-wheels.
And Mackenzie’s not the only
high-maintenance scientist in the
family. “My son did an experi-
ment that left me scratching my
head — I had to have something
he needed for trying to quantify
carbon dioxide, I had to have it
mailed to the local fire house and
only the local fire house,” he says.
“So is it any big deal that next
year Mackenzie will irradiate a
doll in a doll-space suit to see it

fit works? Nope.”

CGlye A
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L

When asked: "When did you know your daughter was smarter then you?”
Mackenzie's parents replied: "When we saw her first-grade science fair project.”

The Mother Seton School 2023 Science Fair Winners and Runners-Up:

Lst - Maggie Slater - Do Equine Tendon Boots Do More Harm Than Good?
2nd - Muna Jinadu - Naturally Preserving Grapes
3rd - Sam Pollitt - Electromagnets

Ist - Mia Bussey - Which surface has the most germs?
2nd - Phillip Field - Rockets

3rd - Madison Williams - Water Filtration

3rd - Grace Williams - Greenhouse Gases

1st - Grady Abruzzese - Interference of Radio Waves

2nd (tie) - Noah Riling - Does Running Reduce Stress?

2nd (tie) - Catalina Caretti - Which moisturizer retains the most liquid?
3rd - Gabriel Valerio - PSI of soccer balls

Grand Champion - Mackenzie Hagar - Radiation Protection Materials

10 read past editions of Science Matters, visit the Authors section of
Emmitsburg.net.
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Oh, Christmas Tree?

Tim Iverson
Naturalist

hristmas is just around the
corner and soon sleigh bells
will be jingling, Jack Frost will be
nipping at your nose, Santa will
have a quick layover in town, and
the whole world may resemble a
marshmallow. Boughs of holly,
garlands, and wreaths will deck
the halls, but the true centerpiece
is the Christmas tree. As we have
ourselves a merry little Christmas,
silver bells and all, nothing quite
captures the essence of the season
as evergreens do.
Evergreens, as the
implies, are trees that remain
green year round. They will keep
their “leaves” or needles in almost
all cases, all year, while deciduous
trees will shed their leaves in the

name

colder winter months. Evergreens
are usually conifer trees, plants,
or shrubs, and in some rare cases
leafy trees.

In broad general terms trees are
broken down into two main cate-
gories: coniferous and deciduous.
Coniferous trees have needles, and
produce cones. Deciduous trees
have broad leaves, which die off
in cooler temperatures in a pro-
cess called abscission. Deciduous
means “to die off”, which is where
the name comes from and this
usually, coincides with winter and
cooler temperatures. During the

summer the broad leaves are essen-
tial for survival, but in the winter
those leaves become a lethal liabil-
ity. The leaves are a costly source
of water loss and consumption,
and during the winter months
water is hard to come by. To pre-
pare for this deciduous trees will
shed their leaves. Conifer needles
have less surface area and retain
water better than leaves because of
a waxy coating and smaller pores,
which can allow for year round
photosynthesis.

Conifer,

have a higher density of foli-

or evergreen, trees
age, which during winter means
snow and ice accumulates faster
on them. This makes them more
susceptible to breakage, especially
with the addition of high winds.
To offset this problem conifers
tend to be more flexible and the
cone shape of the tree helps to
shed snow easier. The dense foli-
age also makes them more attrac-
tive to animals. Birds, deer, mice,
and more eat the foliage and fruit
that these trees produce during
the winter months. Mice, rab-
bits, and a few others chew bark
for the nutrients stored within.
Historically speaking evergreens
have been a part of the winter sea-
son for millennia. These plants
were brought in and adorned
the homes of many ancient peo-
ples across cultures and conti-
nents. December 21% and 220
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typically has the fewest daylight
hours of the year, and is marked as
the winter solstice. Most ancient
cultures worshipped the sun as a
god, and this solstice symbolized
the triumph of life over death as
the days would begin to grow lon-
ger from this point forward. Ever-
greens were a symbol of health
and virility, and reminded them
that green plants would grow and
farms and fields would once again
produce food. Ancient Egyptians,
Romans, Celtic druids, Vikings,
and Germanic barbarians all had
similar traditions.

The contemporary custom of
the Christmas tree can be traced
back to 16™ century Germany.
During this period Germans
would bring small trees into their
home to decorate. Devout Chris-
tians adopted this from prior
pagan ritual and Christianized it
by selecting Christian symbols to
place upon the tree. Early deco-
rations were traditionally food
items, such as apples or nuts.
Apples represented the apple from
the Adam and Eve creation story.
The top of the tree is usually fes-
tooned with either an angel, rep-
resenting the angel Gabriel, or a
star, which represents the star of
Bethlehem.

The tradition of decorating
Christmas trees spread, and was
fairly common by the 1800’. In
carly America things had pro-
gressed slower due to heavy puri-
tan influence. In 1659 the state of
Massachusetts banned any form
of celebrating the Christmas hol-
iday, with the exception a church
service, and provided strict pen-
alties for violation of this law. By
the mid 19" century there had
been a huge influx of German and
Irish immigrants and the politi-
cal and cultural influence of puri-
tans waned. Many Americans
were still unsure or uninterested
in this Christmas custom, but in
1846 the English Queen Victo-
ria and her husband Prince Albert
(of Germany) were pictured in an
English newspaper surrounded by
their children standing next to a
Christmas tree. This picture made
the custom highly fashionable
with English and American polit-
ical elites and upper class citizens.
It wasnt long untl the Christ-
mas tree became commonplace in
nearly every English and Ameri-

can home and town square.
Christmas trees have proven to
be a huge market, as well. There
are approximately 15,000 farms
that produce 33 million trees
in America every year. Ameri-
cans spend on average 1.5 bil-
lion on Christmas trees every
year. Despite the economic bene-
fit, some have argued against the
ecological impact this industry
takes. Most Christmas trees are
commercially farmed, harvested,
and shipped off across hundreds
of miles to surrounding areas and
states. While a real tree is car-
bon neutral, it is estimated that
it is responsible for approximately
7lbs of carbon dioxide per tree via
transit activities. An artificial tree
is responsible for approximately
106lbs of carbon per tree, but can
be used over many years. Artificial
trees are typically made of PVC,
but have often been found to be
coated in paint with traces of lead
in it (usually originating from
China). After 9 years these lead
based paints have been shown to
break down and can cause health
risks to vulnerable populations,
such as the elderly or small chil-
dren, due to lead contamination.
One research study showed that
a consumer would have to use an
artificial tree for up to 20 years
before it had a smaller environ-
mental impact than a natural tree.
Natural trees take about 7 years
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of growing before they reach matu-
rity and are ready to be harvested.
During this time they produce
oxygen and provide great habitat
for wildlife. After Christmas how-
ever they are often thrown away.
Better ways to reduce impact while
celebrating the Christmas sea-
son is to ensure that you properly
recycle your tree. Many counties,
including Frederick, have desig-
nated drop off locations and will
turn trees into mulch for parks,
gardens, public space, and trails. A
new idea rising in popularity is to
use living trees as a Christmas tree.
Select or purchase a small tree, ball
the roots, and then set it in a pot
inside. After the Christmas holi-
day is over you can plant your tree
in your yard or another location
and it can still provide habitat and
other positive environmental con-
tributions to the ecosystem.

When the lights on the tree
glow as bright as Rudolph’s nose
remember you're witnessing a tra-
dition long held and venerated by
our ancestors. We remind our-
selves of all the good things of that
have come to pass or have not yet.
Roast some chestnuts, dream of a
white Christmas, and baby, when
it’s cold outside rock around that
Christmas tree.

1o read other articles by Tim Iver-
son, visit the Authors section of

Walkersville. net.
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Have you seen any Grosbeaks?

Rusty Ryan
South Mountain Audubon Society

ust the other day; I was asked if T had
Jseen any Grosbeaks. Assuming the
person was referring to the Evening
Grosbeak, may reply was no. To tell
the truth, I have never scen an Evening
Grosbeak in the Mason-Dixon area.

The Evening Grosbeak does not
breed in this area and is considered an
“irruptive” species. Irruptive species are
those which migrate outside of their
normal range. These irruptive species
are year round resident in their normal
range of Canada and the boreal forests.

Birds irrupt usually due to lack of
food in their normal range. Most of the
“winter finches” that irrupt have a diet
consisting primarily of seeds. Even the
predatory birds will seek food south of
the border when their food supply of
small mammals is lacking;

The irruptive species one could
encounter along the Mason Dixon
include: Evening Grosbeak, Purple
Finch, Common Redpoll, Cross-
bills (Red and White) and Pine Sis-
kin. The predatory birds that one
may encounter are: Snowy Owl and
Rough-legged Hawk.

Other irruptive species are: Red-
breasted Nuthatch, Blue jays and Bohe-

Purple Finch - Probably the bird
species most misidentified along the
Mason Dixon would be the Purple
Finch. T hate to tell the readers but
the “purple finch” that most people
encounter is the introduced House
Finch. The two can be difficult to
distinguish especially the males. The
females of the two species are easier
to identify.

Evening Grosbeak — Imagine a car-
dinal sized goldfinch at your feeder.
'The only real difference between the
goldfinch and grosbeak is the bill
shape. The grosbeaks have a cardinal
type of bill (mandible) which is used
to crack open larger seeds such as sun-
flower. If youre fortunate enough to
receive a flock at your feeders, they will
literally ear all you have to offer than
move onto the next person’s feeder.

Crossbills (Red and White-
winged) — As the name implies, these
unique birds have crossed mandibles
which allows this bird to specialize on
retrieving the seeds from the cones of
conifers. Keep an eye out this winter for
these specialty birds by looking more
closely at the conifer trees with abun-
dant cone crops...

Common Redpoll - This finch like
bird in size is similar to the Siskin but
with more coloration. The Redpoll has
a black chin and red forehead. Redpolls
also feed on niger but theyTe very fond
of eating catkins from the alders and
birch trees.

Pine Siskin — This non-descript bird
hasa thin bill designed for smaller seeds.
For those folks who choose to provide
niger (nyger) seed than this bird may
just end up spending tme at your
feeder. Specialty feeders which are for
“finches” are usually tube shaped with a
perch located below a slit opening. The
siskins thin bill is perfect for retrieving
the niger seed. I suggest if you plan to
feed niger to the birds that you invest in
a proper feeder that allows the specialty
birds to eat from because niger seed is

quite expensive and you certainly dont
wont to allow all birds to feed from a
feeder full of niger with big openings.

Citizen Scientists

Get Involved!

If you enjoy birds and you feed the
birds, get involved and help pro-
vide valuable data by participating
in one or more of several surveys as
explained below.

Audubon Christmas Bird Count—
This annual event is held each Decem-
ber/January and was started in 1990.
It is the world’s longest running wild-
life survey and it is primarily conducted
by everyday citizen volunteers. This
count differs from some counts in that
the count period is a selected 24 hour
period within a pre-determined sev-
eral week period. Participants are given
adesignated area by the count compiler.
The participant secks out to locate and
count individual birds of each species.
"The majority of observations are done
by identifying the bird species by visual
means but the more skilled participants
can identify the birds by the sound they
make. Data is than given to the count
compiler who than logs in the data to
the computer where the sciendists will

look for trends in both population and
distribution.

Project Feeder Watch - This par-
ticular count occurs all winter-long and
surveys the bird species that visit bird
feeders. Volunteers submit the data and
scientists review the data to determine
species abundance and species distri-
bution over a given time period. Proj-
ect Feeder Watch is supported almost
entirely by participation fees. The top
3 birds observed in the Mason Dixon
area over the past few years are the
chickadee species, the northern cardinal
and the junco.

The Great Backyard Bird Count
(GBBCO) - This annual count is done
over a four-day period every Febru-
ary. Like the Audubon Christmas
Bird Count, the GBBC secks out bird
watchers of all ages and skills in seek-
ing out birds in a certain time of year to
provide scientists with a snap shot of a
bird species trends both in populations
and in locations.

North American Breeding Bird
Survey — This count is similar to the
various winter counts except the count
is generally held in May or June when
the majority of North America bird
species begin to breed. If you like a chal-
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The Evening Grosbeak is considered an “irruptive” species. Irruptive species are those
which migrate outside of their normal range.

lenge, go out on a weekend in around
mid May and see if you can locate
100 species within a 24 hour period.
I've done it once and it was tough but
rewarding to put my skills to the test.
Some luck is also needed.

In dosing, please contribute to our
feathered friend’s survival by supplying
a constant clean food supply to help
carry them through the winter months.
Take it to the next level and become a
citizen scientist and count those birds in
one of several surveys. Remember, you
cant go wrong if you choose Black Oil

Sunflower as your primary food choice.

Useful web sites

The Great backyard Bird Count -
www.birdsource.org/gbbc

Audubon Christmas Bird Count
-www.birds.audubon.org/christmas-
bird-count.

Project Feeder Watch — www.feeder-
watch.org;

North American Breeding Bird Survey
- hwwwipwrc.usgs. gov/BBS/index.cfim.

10 read other articles by Rusty Ryan, visit
the Authors section of Walkersville.net.
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THE MASTER GARDENER

Twelve days of nature

Debbie Rhoades
Frederick County
Master Gardener

ave you ever had a day that
was so perfect that you
wished you could put it in a jar
to take out and experience again?
Often, these special moments are
time spent with children, grand-
children, other relatives, neigh-
bors and friends: watching
tadpoles turn into frogs, splash-
ing in mud puddles in the spring;
catching fireflies, climbing trees
in summer; picking berries, hear-
ing the call of a songbird at dawn,
watching the sunrise or sunset in
fall; making snow angels in win-
ter? And often, as you can see by
this list, we associate these memo-
ries with outdoor activities.
Whether you have a birthday,
an anniversary, or a special holiday
coming up to share with family or
friends, this time of year is often
a frantic one as everyone tries to
come up with unique gifts. We
often read that everyone is glued
to laptops, mobile phones, and
social media, while outside game
fields, outside tennis and basket-
ball courts are not used enough.
This year, though, you can not
only give something unusual, you
can add to warm memories for
family and friends and get every-
one outside.

I, Fenngylvania Ave., Walker
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Speaking of outside, you may
need to think outside the box—
or jar—and use your creativity to
celebrate the “12 Days of Nature.”
All you need is a one-quart jar or
a box with a lid and 12 pieces of
heavy paper or cardboard, one for
each month of the year. Even plain
3 x 5K notecards will do. You can
get fancy and decorate each card
with stickers, glitter, artwork, ete.

On each card, write down an
activity you can do with those
special loved ones. You may want
to organize such activities by
date, by season, or to leave them
undated. You might want to check
the Frederick News-Post’s “Com-
munity Calendar,” published on
page 2 each day, and the Frederick
County Master Gardeners calen-
dar for special events throughout
the year.

Listed below are fun ideas with
details to get you started. Most
are free or cost little. Even better,
many don’t require a lot of physi-
cal expertise.

1. Take the Baker Park Tree
Walk any time of year.
Download the map from the
Frederick Forestry Board for
the locations of 28 unique
trees, both native and non-
native, in and near Baker
Park. The web site’s “Nature
Notes” gives you pictures of
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4. Visit the Children’s Garden

the trees, as well as interest-
ing information about each
tree. You may know that the
park already is circled by a
wide macadam path that is
handicapped-accessible.

2. Bundle up in winter coats
for a wip to Catoctin
Mountain Park, run by the
National Park Service, near
Thurmont, Maryland. Every
March, park staff demon-
strate the traditional way
of boiling sap from maple
trees to make syrup at the
annual Maple Syrup Festi-
val. While you're there, lis-
ten to blue grass music and
take a hayride through the
maple grove.

3. Go hiking at the many
county, state, and national
parks in Frederick County.
Check out Chris Hough’s
article, Take a Hike! 10
Destinations in Frederick
County for Hiking Enthu-
siasts, at the Visit Frederick
website.

at the University of Mary-
land Extension Office, 330
Lane, Freder-
ick. “Storytime in the Gar-
den” is held at 10:00 a.m.
the first Wednesday of the
month, weather permitting,
from June through Septem-

Montevue

and garden tools. Plots can
be accessed March through
October, 8:00 a.m. to sun-
set. For details, visit www.
recreater.com/196/Com-

ber. Master gardeners read
a story to the children, and
hold

sheets of activities for chil-

colorful mailboxes

munity-Gardens. Plots go
dren to complete in the gar- fast, so act now to reserve
den. your space for 2024.
5. If you don’t have room at 6.
your own home for a gar-
den, but are concerned

about having fresh produce

If you have a big enough
yard, or even just a gener-
ously sized container on
patio or porch, plant a tree.
The state will even supply a
rebate of $25 if it’s a native
The Department of

Natural Resources has part—

for the family table, you
and yours can rent one or
two 12" x 12" garden plots
at Ballenger Creek Park;
everyone in the family can

tree.

nered with selected nurs-
help choose what to plant
and how to take care of your
new garden. You will need
to supply your own plants

eries. To get your rebate
coupon, visit dnr.maryland.
gov/forests/. Choose from
40 varieties, large or small,
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Bedbugs ~ [:l:'l_‘-.:‘g_u;&_.—--
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If you have not done so already, take a tree walk in Baker Park. Download
the map from the Frederick Forestry Board for the locations of 28 unique
trees, both native and nonnative, in and near Baker Park.

evergreen or deciduous.
Someday, another genera-
tion may be climbing that
tree!

Visit one of the many parks
and nature centers in the
county. Check out the Fred-
erick County Parks and Rec-
reation web site for open
times and directions and a
list of more than 30 parks in
Frederick County.

In spring and summer, pick
fresh produce or, in the fall,
pick pumpkins at a local
Frederick County farm.
Homegrown Frederick pub-
lishes an annual guide at
www.homegrownfrederick.
com.

From November through
March, you «can catch
the Winter Solstice Light
Parade along Carroll Creek.
As always , the illuminated
boats (28 this year) are part-
nered by local businesses
and non-profits to raise
money for the various chari-
ties.

If you want to venture a
little further afield, take a
family trip to the National
Arboretum in Washington,
DC. The outside grounds
are open every day to the
public from 8:00 a.m. to
5:00 p.m. every day except
Christmas. Admission is
free. Check out the govern-
ment’s Calendar of Events
for many more suggested
experiences www.usna.usda.
gov/visit/calendar-of-events.
Another day trip could be a
trip to Brookside Gardens
in Montgomery County.
Admission to the gardens
is free. The award-winning
50-acre public display gar-
dens include the Aquatic
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Garden, Azalea Garden,
Butterfly Garden, Children’s
Garden, Rose Garden, Jap-
anese Style Garden, Trial
Garden, Rain Garden, and
the Woodland Walk. The
Formal Gardens include a
Perennial Garden, Yew Gar-
den, the Maple Terrace, and
Fragrance Garden. During
the holidays  Brookside
offers a winter wonderland
with the Garden of Lights

display. This event requires a

ticket, so check the website
before going.

12. Create special memories that
everyone will remember by
picking out a real, live Christ-
mas tree at one of the many
tree farms in Frederick County.
The Maryland Christmas Tree
Association has a list at www.
marylandchristmastrees.org/

fredrick-county.

10 read other gardening articles, visit the
Gardening section of Walkersville.net.

PO, Box 39
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Small Town Gardener

Slip the garden’s chains in November

Marianne Willburn

For late fall and winter
arrangements, ditch the per-
fect blooms and celebrate glori-
ous imperfection instead

“There’s nothing out there
right now!” My mother yelled
after me as I threw on a fleece,
grabbed some pruners and a
plastic lettuce tub off the wash-
ing machine, and headed out-
side to her November garden.
A last-minute family gathering
demanded something special for
the table, but what?

The lilies and zinnia were
gone; the lavender, so over; and
even in a California climate, the
late roses were very late indeed
— in fact, fully expired.
possessed of three identical
thrift store vases, two enthusi-
astic nieces, and forty-five min-
utes ‘till dinner hit the table.
Theme: Shock and Awe. Mate-
rials: Whatever the hell I could
find. Attitude: Confident.

I was

There’s Always

Something Out There

In fairness, I'd had help with my
attitude. Just before I'd left to
visit family on the West Coast,
I'd had my creative courage for-
tified by an afternoon’s enter-
taining seminar at Glenstone
Gardens, a Virginia
estate set in the rolling hills of
Loudoun County, Virginia.

The creation of gorgeous
tables exemplifying November
gratitude and December joy was
very much the point of the after-
noon, but there was one major
theme running through all — a
foraged aesthetic.

That’s an aesthetic and atti-
tude I adore, and one that I live

events

by; but it’s always wonderful to

get a bit of validation by designers
who officially know what they're
doing.

As clear autumnal sunshine
shimmered off an elegandy laid
table of bone china and tag sale
finds, top floral stylist Shawn
Cossette of Beehive Events and
Augusta Cole of Augusta Cole
Weddings and Events, empowered
attendees with a foraged materials
approach based on a central mes-
sage of self-trust. “Dont think
about each element too much,
just have fun.” said Cossette, as
a sophisticated distillation of the
surrounding  countryside
together under her hands.

Bronze ninebark. Privet ber-

came

ries. Frothy snakeroot and color-
ful begonia leaves. A single green
apple. The aesthetic felt fresh, rus-
tic, and effortlessly authentic.

Of course, in December, the
base textures of the palette will
change. Ninebark becomes juni-
per, begonias give way to the clip-
pings off your Leyland cypress, or
the scavenged fir branches from
Christmas tree lots — and berries,
fruits, and seed heads begin to take
center stage.

Allow Yourself To Play

A foraged aesthetic is a little ter-
rifying for those who follow the
rules of symmetry, perfection and
luxury; but as most of us have a
hard time competing in that space
anyway (either creatively or finan-
cially), such rigid parameters are
equally terrifying. We are likely to
stare at the blank table before us
like a 9th grade writing prompt,
tempted to play it safe and fall
back on a passable grade with tra-
ditional elements that say ‘formal’
but whisper ‘predictable.’

Instead, Cossette and Cole urge
us to lean into the season’s bounty

HAWKING "—-
LANDSCAPING [T

in all its imperfection. Whether
its frost-mottled rose hips or
pinecones missing a scale or two,
“differences create engagement
in a table” says Cole, who enjoys
delighting her clients with the
strategic placement of a few hero
elements amongst the treasured
and the familiar.

‘That could be brightly colored
knife handles to pep up the fam-
ily silver, the choice of beeswax
candles over plain white, or a few
purchased floral components
to enhance a textured, playful
vision straight from the garden.

Re-Create The

Outside, Inside

At the seminar, Cossette worked
quickly from a large bucket of
materials harvested from her gar-
den and a friend’s earlier that
morning. She showed us how
to strip the bottom leaves of
vivid blueberry stems and make
fresh, slanted cuts on yellowing
hydrangea foliage with a small
paring knife to enable more
water uptake.

She turned some leaves to face
in, some to face out, and added
plenty of spill, aided by a grid of
floral tape placed over the open-
ing of her green ceramic vessel.

“Its tempting to use your
favorite elements first. Dont.”
she advised. “Give them the best
position at the end.”

Having trouble seeing the pos-
sibilities? Cossette recommends
comfortable clothing, a glass of
wine and favorite music might
be all you need to start visual-
izing the fabulous in foraged.
During the month of December,
my favorite way to play with dec-
orations and tablescapes is with
a Christmas movie marathon
going on in the background.

A Happy Ending,

With Little Outlay
Determined to celebrate the
often-overlooked in the scrub
and wild spaces of my mother’s
garden, my nieces and I clipped

* OFF
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SNOW BLOWERS

* Restictions apply. ¥isil cubcaded comfolfers:
of your local retsiler for complede details.
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gathered windfall apples.

The youngest insisted on the
foxtails that had once infested
my socks as a child, and her sis-

ter grabbed the pruners to cut
a few sprays of spiny scrub oak
foliage and the last of the blan-

ket flowers.

Twenty-five minutes of play

'l'-' ST
r Land + Fnrest'l:unservatmn can help

43

later, the table looked miracu-
lous. I can’t wait to set up the
movie marathon, crack open a
bottle of red, and apply the phi-
losophy to December.

301-447-6666

harringtonandsons.com
Winter Hours:

o En.[sh and Weed Cuntml
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Marianne Willburn is the author
of Tropical Plants and How to
Love Them, and Big Dreams,
Small Garden. She writes from
her home in Lovettsville, Virginia.
Read more at GardenRant.com.
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Gratitude

Jennifer Vandernu
Cumberland Valley Animal Shelter

This is the time of year that for me,
because I'm older, has become
about gratitude.

Gratitude is a powerful emotion that
I think is somewhat easy to overlook.

We see alot of catch phrases out there
today; like “have an attitude of gratitude”
or “count your blessings,” but I wonder
how much of that can be lip service. Its
something that you truly have to feel
and it comes from the heart.

Thats why the holidays are so
important. It gives us time to reflect
and remember what is good in our
lives — and how much we have to be
grateful for.

I am incredibly grateful for my
family — which has just grown by one
new member, my second niece! —and
will always be happy that our crazy lit-
tle group is still going strong.

At CVAS, there are many people
and animals for which I am grateful.

Our adopters come in here and
fall in love with one of our babies and
they are the reason we are able to keep
doing what we do. The photos and
stories they share with us are able to
mend the toughest of days.

Our supporters, who bring us money
and supplies for our animals, are another
source of gratitude. I know a lot of folks
out there cant adopt right now;, bu still
want to help. They are very generous in

making sure we can continue helping

more homeless animals.

It'’s wnrth driving

I want to thank all those who
bring a stray into their home and
care for him or her for the rest of his
or her life. I've talked to people who
tell me, oh my cat just came up on
my back porch one night, but I got
her spayed and take care of her and
she’s my best friend.

I only see these folks very rarely
because they never come into the shel-
ter. I thank them from the bottom of
my heart because they help us by tak-
ing care of the strays.

For all the groups — individual and
organizations — that are a part of a
trap, neuter, release program, I thank
you. Spaying and neutering is really
the only way to make a difference
with the overpopulation in the pet
world and many of these folks work
tirelessly (and often use their own
money) to see that the cats in area
neighborhoods are taken care of and
cant produce more cats. Thats always
been amazing to me.

I'want to thank all the other shelters
and rescues out there that are fighting
the same battle we face every day. We
are soldiers in a war and I know some
days are too overwhelming to talk
about, but for me personally; its good
to know you all are out there. I know
we could not do this without you.

Our volunteers are a group that I
always feel I cant thank enough. Time
is the one commodity we all have that
is finite. We are only allotted so much
while weTe here. Anyone who gives
their time and/or talents to help our
animals is a real inspiration to me. So

for those who walk dogs, play with

a few

extra miles for the best
groomer for Jmur

9 Middle St.,
Taneytown
(Right next to the
Taneytown Post Office)

Stephani Rickerd
& Aslan

Tuesday - Saturday By Appointment Only!
410-756-1200

Chisck us oul on FacebookE BuddysPlaceDog Grooming

cats, help with our fundraisers, sort
donations at our thrift store, take
care of our cats at Petco or Petsmart,
help with spaying and neutering our
animals or help with maintenance
around the building; I say a resound-
ing thank you.

Our board of directors is another
group of unsung heroes in the shel-
ter world that need to be appreciated.
‘These are people who get together to
work toward maintaining the lon-
gevity of CVAS as an organization
and many times are not noticed for
their efforts.

Our staff are dedicated beyond
measure. They come in, every day,
sometimes in bad weather, to make
sure the animals in our kennels have
food, water, clean cages and kennels
and a little love. They're the truest of
animal-lovers and I'm proud to be in
the trenches with them.

The businesses in this community
are incredible. I cant tell you how
many businesses help us with a variety
of different things and in a variety of
different ways. From printers, to the
media (including the Emmitsburg
News Journal!), to tree services, to
municipalities, to veterinarians, to off-
site adoption centers —all these groups
have given (sometimes completely
free of charge) their time, talents and
services. And they do it because they
know it ultimately helps our animals.

As always, 1 have to thank the
main reason we are here. The babies
all the above people and groups really
help. Our animals. I've met some of
the sweetest, purest souls during my
22 years at CVAS and the memories
are something I will cherish and keep
with me for the rest of my life.

Gratitude is more than just a catch
phrase. It’s a deeply powerful emotion
that is so important this time of year.

Take a moment during the hustle
and bustle to remember how much
you have to be thankful for. So much
of life really is a gift — and some of
the best ones are not always wrapped
under a Christmas tree.

Jennifer Vanderau is the Publications
and  Promotions Consultant for the
Cumberland  Valley Animal ~ Shelter
and can be reached at cvascomm@cvas-
pets.org. The shelter accepts both mone-
tary and pet supply donations. For more
information, call the shelter ar 717-
263-5791 or visit the website www.
cvas-pets.org. CVAS also operates a thrift
store in Chambersburg. Help support
the animals at the shelter by donating to
or shopping at the store.
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Prlnce Harey is a 5 months old American rabbit who is white and
gray. He came into the shelter as a stray, so we don’t know a lot
about him, but he is one cute little bun and will make someone a nice
companion. Could that someone be you?

Rickton is a big, happy guy who was dropped off at the shelter
as a stray. He's 2 years old and 13 pounds! He loves to play with
feather toys and get chin scratches, but mostly he would love to find
his forever home! Can you grant Rickton his wish?

. & -

Parker is a happy go lucky guy that just wants to be wherever you
are! Parker came into the shelter as a stray, so we don’t know a
lot about him, but we sure found out fast that he loves getting belly
rubs! We think he's about 2 years old and a terrier mix. He knows
how to sit and is quite food motivated to learn more. Parker is
always happy to see you and would love to be someone’s best buddy!
He does chase cats, so a home without cats would be best for him.
Because we have no history with children, an age restriction may
apply—please be sure to discuss this with shelter staff. Do you have
the right spot for this cute guy?

. 4

Tony Pepperoni was running around for a while before he was caught
and brought in to the shelter. He is a playful 2-year-old guy who loves
to make everything into a game. He enjoys playing keep away, both
with his toys and when it’s time to come inside from the play yard. We
are trying to teach him that keep away isn’t always fun for the humans
who take care of him. We recommend a fenced-in yard for Tony. He’s
72 pounds and doesn’t seem to realize how big he is. Because of this,
he may be too much for small children and an age restriction could ap-
ply. Please talk with shelter staff about that. Tony has that face that is
just too cute. He would love to find his forever home soon.

For more information about Prince Harey, Rickton, Parker, or Tony Pepperoni
call the Cumberland Valley Animal Shelter at 717-263-5791, or visit them on-
lineat www.cvaspets.org or better yet, visit them in person at the shelter.
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Cats’ next step in evolution

Sophi Toth
MSMU Class of 2027

For Sale: Cat.

Breed: Bengal, artificial.
Personality: Judgy and irrita-
ble. This is worsened even more
by the fact that it is intelligent.
It was adopted from the Artificial
Intelligence Animals Benevolence
Association. I have been calling it
‘her’, and she seems to accept that,
as much as she accepts anything.
That is about the only thing she
accepts. She does not accept any
love or affection except when [ am
busy doing precisely twenty-five
things at once, and then she
demands it like she’s at the end of
her battery life. The only time she
cuddles is at two in the morning,
and then she covers my face like
a frying pan and tries to suffocate
me. She is an avid watcher of birds
and all other forms of movement,
except for my presence, which
she avoids like the plague. She
is intensely against all forms of
green energy: I dont understand
how this was approved for her
programming. She only accepts
gasoline as her main source of
energy—I have to beg and plead
to convince her to even think
about using electricity. She is fully
equipped to convert electricity as
her power source, but she flat out
refuses just to spite me. It’s only
by chance that I even happened
to get the older model that still
runs on gas, but I suffer the con-
sequences every day: she releases
enough carbon monoxide into the
house daily to completely gunk up
the air. I've been experiencing flu-
like symptoms for weeks because
of her energy habits.

Traditionally, cats were used to
serve as vermin control. This is not
the case with my A.I.C.A.T. Per-
haps it is with others, but mine,
as | said, has faulty program-
ming. Instead, my computer mice
go missing, I find electrical cords
coughed up on the floor, and I
come into my room to find her
curled up on my monitor, hav-
ing knocked it over to lie on for
its warmth.

“A queen needs a throne.” She
sniffs at my anger, then hisses
when I gently lift her off the com-
puter. Every small machine I own
is at risk. The coffee machine that
hums while working. The poor
Roomba, which has suffered so
much mistreatment from her that
it deserves a restraining order. Ah,
and yet the greatest irony: the
house has a squirrel infestation
about which she does nothing.

The worst part, I think, is her
atticude. She barely has a more
complex brain than a biological
cat, and yet she feels it is within
her right to judge every aspect of
my life in excruciating detail. She
doesn’t have a mate, and yet she
critiques my lack of a love life. She
doesn’t pay any taxes, or pay any
bills, and yet she feels she is qual-
ified to judge my salary and job.

“For I am but a stunning ani-
mal, and yet I have a servant to
wait on my every need and my
domain reaches far and wide.”
She says, gesturing one paw at the
yard outside. “You, meanwhile, go
outside and toil all day until you
come home and sit at your screen,
which is the extent of your terri-
tory.”

She snorts. “No wonder you
have not found a mate.”

She always speaks in the most
snobbish voice possible that a
model T 2050 A.IL.C.A. T (Artifi-
cial Intelligence Catlike Anatomy
Thing) is able to while still achiev-
ing the pitiful voice of a rejected
Victorian child. She cries out for
gasoline and new parts while con-
demning me for all the ways I
have wronged her at the moment.

“Father does not love me!” she
laments. “Father gives me no food
or comfort in my poor pitiful exis-
tence that drags on without end!
Oh! Oh! Woe is me!”

Dear reader, I do feed her. I
keep her parts oiled and new, and
she wants for nothing. But it is
never enough. She walks up to my
biological dog’s dish, deliberately
puts her front paw inside, then
screams like a tortured child about
the havoc the water is playing with
her system.

Reifsnider’s Farm Supply
& Hardware Store

“The inhumanity!” she yowls,
writhing on the floor. “My foor,
my paw, my wiring, it is all dying!
The end is nigh! The dog has fin-
ished me!”

She does the same thing when
she falls into a trash can, or jumps
on things that cannot support her
weight: blame me or blame the
dog. The dog in question, Cous-
cous, simply looks at her antics
and goes back to sleep. I, however,
am not as lucky as Couscous. It is
up to me to clean up her messes
and clean up her metallic surfaces,
as she will undoubtedly complain
about them later.

I have talked to other custom-
ers who bought this model, but
they report total satisfaction.
Their AI.C.A.Ts are perfect little
angels who do exactly what their
programming tells them too. And
yet Duchess Fluffy McMittens is a
thousand times worse than a bio-
logical cat. At least biological cats
cannot talk.

When I heard of and bought an
Al cat, I thought I would be free
of all the irritants cats normally
provide. I originally was under
the impression that this would
be a perfect cat: soft, cuddly, and
sweet. I knew she could talk, but I
thought that feature was for lonely
people, not ingrained in the pro-
gramming. I thought I could turn
it off. T thought.

There is no turning off the
A.J.C.A.T Model T 2050. No turn-
ing off except for bashing Duchess
Fluffy over the head, although she
would undoubtedly survive and
call PETAI There is no hope left
for me and poor Couscous, except
for you, dear reader. It was a grave
mistake for me to buy this artificial
animal, but I hope that someone,
somewhere out there, desires for
an artificial cat that never perishes,
resents you for picking out a per-
fectly suitable name, and screams
daily like a dying hyena.

Contact: Quinn Filbert, 314-
159-2653.

10 read other articles by Sophi Toth,
visit the Authors section of Emmits-
burg.net.
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Six-year-old Evan is the perfect combination of “let’s play” and "how
about we just relax.” Staff and volunteers cannot understand why he
has not been chosen for adoption. He loves to go on hikes in woods
or walks in the park, but by day’s end, he is content sitting by your
feet or side. Beyond his handsome good looks, he is also smart. He
is quick to learn new behaviors and often checks in with his handler
to look for cues what might be next.

i #
g
At over one hundred-fifty plus
days it's hard to believe our
longest feline resident is a kit-
ten. Bartholomew arrived with
his siblings in June, not even
old enough to be adopted. He
spent some time in a foster
home and now has been avail-
able for adoption since early
August. Bartholomew is five
months old and a typical kitten.
He is friendly, silly, loves to ex-
plore, and enjoys playing with a
variety of toys.

Big cat lovers, meet Lucas. At
almost fifteen pounds, Lucas is
a teddy bear. He is often at the
front of his cage, politely asking
for attention from anyone who
passes by. Visit with him and
you will soon see he is very af-
fectionate and offers gentle head
butts to encourage you to keep
petting him. Lucas’ laid-back per-
sonality will make him a great fit
for families with kids of any age,
however, he may prefer to be an
only cat.

Mr. Murphy is a handsome, 10-month-old, Great Dane Mix. He was
brought to the shelter by a Good Samarian and was found in Woodsboro, on
November 8. Like most dogs his age, he is playful, energetic and still needs

to learn some manners to make him the best dog he can be. Murphy cur-
rently weighs sixty pounds and will continue to grow. He is a great compan-
ion and has endless potential with a little time, patience and consistency.

\

Sable is a fun, handsome Malamute Mix. At only 1.5 years old, he loves
to run and play outside. Sable knows a few basic commands and walks
nicely on a leash for such a young, energetic dog. Unfortunately, a hiker
found him along a trail with his food and bowls, so we can only assume
his owner abandoned him. Sable’s easy-going disposition and overall
friendliness is sure to make him a great fit for most families.

For more information about Evan, Bartholomew, Lucas, Mr. Murphy, or Sable,
call the Frederick County Animal Shelter at 301-600-1319 or
visit them online at www.frederickcountymd.gov/fcac.



“The Covid pandemic hurt our economy.
It's bouncing back by most measurements, but not

for everyone. My focus is making things better for
ALL MARYLANDERS.™

DAVID TRONE

DEMOCRATEFOR CESESEINATE

Our Economy is Bouncing Back

By most indicators, our economy has mostly recovered from the
COVID-19 pandemic dip. Unemployment is low, millions of new jobs
have been created, and the federal government is making historic
investments in our infrastructure. Unfortunately, many everyday
Marylanders aren't feeling the recovery. "

But Inflation is Still Hurting Many

Inflation is putting a stranglehold on working families and hurting their individual
prosperity. And our current economy is unfair to many middle-class families.

| Want an Economy That Works for Everyone

Last vear, | voted for the Inflation Reduction Act to help spur
our economy and fix our infrastructure. The new law provides
for lower energy costs, rebates on efficient appliances, tax
incentives to adopt next-generation approaches like solar
energy, and billions to improve transportation of every kind. The
new law will invest over $6 billion to help create new jobs and \
industries. i

That’s Why ’m Running for the U.S. Senate

I'm running for the Senate because | have the experience needed
to help fix our economy. | came to Congress after starting a
small business that turned into Total Wine & More, which
now has 257 stores across the country and over 12,000
team members. To build an economy that works

for everyone, we need a tax system that is fair for
everyone. That means raising taxes on the very wealthy.
I'm optimistic, but it will take leaders from both sides to
get it done. That's my commitment to you.

DAVID TRONE

U.S. SENATE
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DavidTrone.com ¢ ¢3 ® davidjtrone
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Mia Ferraro
UMD Class of 2026

hristmas is just around the

corner. Luckily, so is Studio
24E. Thurmonts newest gift bou-
tique offers not only luxury Christ-
mas gifts, but an enjoyable holiday
shopping experience. Located at 21
E Main Street, Studio 24E brings
big-city shopping and services to a
small hometown setting.

At the door, the customer is
welcomed by stylish clothing
from brands like Puppie Love
and Simply Southern. Behind
this selection is a display of luxury
sunglasses from Gucci, Prada, Ver-
sace and other high-end brands.

Further back in the shop, the wall
is lined with chic purses and hand-
bags to the right of the fine jewelry
display cases containing brands like
Charriol and even Rodrigo Otazu,
which you may recognize as seen on
the hit television show “Sex and the
City,” as well as its spin-off, “And
Just Like That...”

Greg Elliott, co-owner and pic-
ture framer by trade, opened Stu-
dio 24E in Linthicum, Maryland
in 2001 as an art gallery with pic-
ture framing services. Moving
between small towns and big cities
in Maryland, the shop expanded
into a boutique with makeup ser-
vices and a diverse selection of
jewelry, clothing, gifts and other
luxury items. The shop also works
with in-house artists to sell art-
work and handmade goods.

The custom framing services are
also still in the picture. The shop
offers in-house consultations to
guide customers through the pro-
cess of finding the right frame and
mat to complement their artwork.

As the customer explores past
the different corners and sections
of the shop, all organized to show-
case the diverse selections, they’ll
find the elegant and cozy space

where co-owner and makeup art-
ist Nina Tate-Elliott performs
makeup services for any occa-
sion. She also travels for offsite
appointments. Getting your holi-
day portraits done and looking for
a professional to do your makeup?
You know where to look.

So what makes this shop unique?
Nina says it's about “being able to expe-
rience luxury at an attainable level.”

Aside from the convenience of
having a luxury boutique on the
main street of a small town, Studio
24E makes luxury accessible also
because of its “safer, less guarded
environment,” as Greg said. He
feels that customers are more com-
fortable asking to try something on
or to take a closer look at some-
thing in a display case because of
the shop’s relaxed atmosphere.

“We kind of find that fine line
between being kind of department
store-ish and still being small and
obtainable,” Greg said.

At Studio 24E, experiencing
luxury isn’t just about inventory.

“It’s mostly about environment”
that makes the shop unique, Greg
said. When a customer enters
the store, they are immediately
“immersed in the whole experi-
ence of the store,” he said.

In the shop, there are seats for
husbands to relax while their
wives shop, and Greg and Nina
have been known to offer a glass of
wine. Behind the jewelry cases is a
large screen that is always playing
music videos — mostly of Christ-
mas songs this time of year. And
now, the store is fully decked out
in the spirit of the holidays with
decor and diverse holiday items
spanning across the shop.

“And we really make sure that
were connecting with our cus-
tomer and listening to what their

needs are, and really that then
becomes the building point for
the relationship,” Nina said. “I
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Rocky Ridge Vol. Fire Co.
12 Days of Christmas

14 - Rossie Rio Bravo 22LR
15 - $350 Cash
.16 - Savage 93 Camo 22VWMR
17 - $350 Cash
18 - Traditions Buckstalker 50 Cal
18 - $§350 Cash
20 - G-Foree GF112 Ga
. 21 - $350 Cash
22 - Mozsberg Patriot 6.5 CkM
23 - 3350 Cash
24 - Ruger Range 6.5 GR
25 - 3500 Cash
donation
per person
Winners are determined by evening "Pick 3%
Cash alternative to firearms $350
Gung provided by Bolengar Gunemithing & Sakes, LLC
Gef your tickets now!
Call your friendly RRVFC volunteers...
Panny: 240-674-9834 = Dave: 240-385-6682
Rob: 301-271-T7T80 = Bonny: 301-TEB-0311
O stop in at the fire housel
13516 Motters Station Rd., Rocky Ridge

mean, a lot of our customers have
been with us — they follow us from
location to location.”

After some time in Linthi-
cum when the shop first opened,
Nina and Greg moved the shop
to Oakland, Maryland with a
second location in Deep Creek
Lake, before moving back to the
city. But after 12 years in the city,
they decided to return to the small
town scene and landed in Thur-
mont this past June.

Nina said the shop has a
20-year-long relationship with
customers who were residents of
Thurmont but also owned a sec-
ond home in Deep Creek Lake.

“So I think we have that abil-
ity to really create that long lasting
relationship” she said, “because
the customer comes in, they have
a good time, theyre comfortable,
and then they trust us. So that
really makes them continue to
want to come back to us.”

The shop has held several events
at their previous locations, includ-
ing a 2019 fall festival showcasing
local small businesses and artisans.
Now, Greg and Nina are always
thinking of events they can put on
for the Thurmont community this
season or further down the road,
from makeup tutorials to men’s
shopping nights that tie in services
of local breweries or wineries.

On Dec. 15, Studio 24E, along
with other businesses downtown, will
be hosting “A Small Town Christ-
mas on Main Street.” Join the com-
munity downtown from 6-9 p.m.

Studio 24E: a luxurious shopping experience

B

Not sure what to get that certain someone for Christmas? Stop by

e

Studio 24E in Thurmont and let Nina and Greg find that perfect
gift for you! If they can't find it, no one can!

to enjoy live music, wine tasting,
an ugly sweater contest and much
more. Studio 24E will be hosting
craft beer tasting with Uncle Dirty’s
Brew Works, a photo opportunity
with your pets to benefit Cuddles
Cat Rescue, among other festivities.
Holiday shopping can be stress-
ful, from trying to find the perfect

gift, to driving to the next town
to locate a store that might carry
it. With Studio 24E in town, you
may just find that perfect gift in
a matter of minutes... but you'll
probably stay to explore the other
items that catch your eye, or even
just to enjoy the charming envi-
ronment and relaxing atmosphere.

,
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Sunday, December 31
g! Over $10,000 of Cash Payouts ?}.ﬂ

$50 Per Ticket

Available at Friday Night Bingo or www.eventbrite.com

9 pack of 27 games ($250 ea.)
3 games ($1,000 ea.)

3 50/50 games & 1 jackpot ($1,500)
(1 sheet of 3 for each 50/50 & 1 jackpot)
Doors open @ 5 p.m.
Bingo starts @ 8 p.m.

Mo reserved seating - 15t come 15t served
Mo Exceplions!

Meal served 6 - 8 p.m.
Roast beef, fried shrimp,
mashed potatoes wigravy

green beans & applesauce

Cash bar - Kitchen open at break

301-748-5359 or 301-271-3820

“We reserve the right fo lower payouls if loss
than 300 tickets sold™

Thurmont Community Ambulance Service

Proudly serving northern Frederick Co. for over half a century

+ NEW VEAR'S EVE " Bingt!,

Yarsy

Tickets:

13716 Strafford Dr., Thurmont

Thurmont Event Complex
www.thurmonteventcomplex.com

301-271-7550
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Woodsboro Remembers

Francis Meehan Smith

Part 8: Personalities

The climate in Woodsboro, both
physically and emotionally, pro-
duced many beloved and well known
characters through the years. Peo-
ple in the earlier days could afford to
be, and were” their own masters and
as a result many rugged individual-
ists were nurtured in town and added
special flavor to the community.

Doctors

Some of the most interesting early cit-
izens of Woodsboro were its first phy-
sicians, such as Dr. Baltzell, Dt. Henry
Staley, Dr. Kuhns, Dr. Thomas Sinn,
Dr. J. M. Geyer, Dr. H. L. Donsife,
Dr. R. L. Hammond, Dr. W. H.
Wagner, Dr. H. K. Kerr, Dr. C. A.
Stultz, and Dr. Dorsey Etzel.

Dr. Hammond was in practice
here over forth years and Dr. Wag-
ner was a member of the Sydenham
Society of England

The practice of medicine in the
early days was rather casual and as
elsewhere relied heavily on home
cures and common sense. Tuber-
culosis, typhoid fever, smallpox,
diptheria, and whooping cough
killed many people, especially
small children.

About fifty-five to sixty years
ago the above quatet from Woods-
boro posed for this postcard pho-
tograph. Looking from left to right
they are Ross Etzler, formally a mem-
ber of Shank and Etzler Line com-
pany; Raymond ‘Solly’ Smith of the
Rosebud Perfume Co; Lynn Peggy’
Smith, one of the towns greatest
pitchers and long time telegrapher
at the Pennsylvania Railroad station;
‘arry W. Barrick, Sr. former Woods-
boro postmaster; and, the late Mel-
vin “Tuck” Anders, who served for
many years at the Woodsboro Sav-
ings Bank.

The photo is the property of

Franklin Barton, Woodsboro, and
was taken by the late Frank Thomas
who rented a room to develop pic-
tures in the old Chatlie Slagle prop-
erty. 'This property stood near the
existing War Memorial in Woods-
boro. The property was rented by Dr.
W.A. Stultz before it burned down
fifty years ago.

A road which has long since been
out of existence led from the top
of Town Hill to the present Cop-
per Mine Road.. The late Sim’ Gil-
bert’s property recenty purchased
by the State Roads Commission is
in the background in the the photo.
To the right are piles of dirt that

that resulted from the digging of the
foundation for the Feiser

property. Lewis Yost, Hanover,
Pa. made it customary to have a
picture taken at this spot by park-
ing a temporary horse-drawn pho-
tograph shop near the site of the
present War Memorial, well over
seventy years ago’

Lester (Barber) Long
Lester (Barber) Long was the oldest
active licensed barber in the state of
Maryland, retiring in February, 1975
at age cighty-seven after practicing
over sixty years. Mr. Long came to
Woodsboro in the fall of 1914 from
Unionville, Marylanci and opened
his barbershop in the center house
of three dwellings which were torn
down to make way for the G.E Smith
residence. “Barber” Long moved to
the other side of the street in 1919
and continued his shop in that loca-
tion until he retired. The shop was
the gathering place for many men
where gossip was swapped and con-
versation dealt

principally with baseball, his
major interest and hobby for
years. “Barber” distinctly remem-
bers cutting women’s hair in the
1920°s during the flapper age
which made a lasting impres-
sion on him as such a thing was
unheard of at that time.
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It isn’t a question of if,
but a matter of when.

Making funeral arrangements in advance ensures that someone you care
about will never have to make all the decisions alone. It's a simple thing to
do if you know who to talk to. Please send for our Informative Personal
Family Guide to help answer any questions you may have. It's free and
you'll learn why making these arrangements is for your family’'s sake.
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Lester Long was the oldest active licensed barber in the state of Maryland.
He set up shop in Woodsboro in 1914.

“Barber” Long had as big a
career in baseball as in barbering.
He managed a local team for thir-
ty-five years. Expenses were met by
passing the hat with the highlight
of the collection being a five-dollar
bill as a contribution one Sunday.
Many good local ball players got
their first chance to play on “Bar-
ber’s” ball team. The most nota-
ble probably was Nelson Fox of
Rocky Ridge (Nellie Fox of Chi-
cago White Sox fame) who

was spotted by Connie Mack and
subsequently signed to a great career
on the ball field.

One of the most exciting times
in “Barber” Long’s league came one
Sunday (the regular playing day)
when through a mix-up three games
were scheduled for the one day.
Nothing daunted, “Barbers” team
played all three games and won all
three in order.

One story repeated many times
was about a man who came to the
shop for a haircut after his reputa-
tion had preceded him from the local
pub. After due time “Barber” asked
the customer his name; the man said.
“I am a Booser.” “ know that,” said
“Barber”, “but what’s your name?”

Also repeated in the shop was the
story of the lovelorn swain who gave
a young boy in town five dollars to
steal a pair of silk stockings from his
gitlfriend’s clothesline for a personal
good luck keepsake. (An original
panty raid.) The boy enterprisingly
enough took a pair of his mother’s
stockings and gave them to the love-
sick man who never knew the dif-
ference. However, the romance also
faded and died.

When “Barber” Long first came to
town, five automobiles were involved
in the entire traffic, plus hoses and
buggies, of course, and the town was
very quiet. When he retired this year,

many, many automobiles passed by
his shop and the town had gone out
of the horse and buggy age forever.

Ben and Barney Saylor

For many years Ben and Barney Say-
lor transported the Woodsboro mail
from the downtown post office to
the railroad station up over station
hill. A large two-wheeled push cart
served as the vehicle for most of the
year. Usually, with a light load, either
Ben or Barney singly made the trip.
When the mail trains were due and
the load was heavy, both put their
strength to pushing the cart.

Ben and Barney were always
punctual and townsfolk could tell
the time of time by watching for
them on the trip up the street to
meet the next train. Residents also
sometimes hurried to write their
own letters in order to get their
missives in the next mail, and made
sure, if late, by stopping the cart,
that Ben and Barneg would per-
sonally get the letter on the next
train and hence to its destination.

It is related that when Ben and
Barney were awarded the original
government contract for hauling
the mail, the decimal point was mis-
placed in the contract figure which
went unnoticed until after they had
signed and accepted. Subsequently,
they worked at a disastrously reduced
income for a full year before being
able to correct the mistake.

In Woodsboro winters, before
snow plowing days, the sta-
tion hill often became packed
with snow and ice making trav-
elling quite treacherous. For Ben
and Barney the snow slicked hill
then became a challenge in both
directions. With true enterpris-
ing spirit they re sorted to a large
bobsled which could be pulled
and tugged more easily uphill and
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The Smith,
A Mightv Man---

Woodsboro's resident blacksmith Robert Donsife became famous statewide
when he appeared on the cover of the Baltimore Sunday Sun Magazine.

was a cinch to get back down-
town to the post office.

In their bachelor quarters Ben and
Barney were next door to the bank and
spent much time in front of the store
and bank building exchanging gossip
and waiting for the next mail haul.

As Ben and Barney grew older,
the trains became more infrequent.
Mail came to Woodsboro at times
by truck, delivered to the front door
of the post office. Their services were
needed less and less until eventually
the railroad no longer carried the
local mail and Ben and Barney Saylor
slipped away as quietly as the town’s
dependence upon the train service.
Their contribution to the commu-
nity, however, was immeasurable
and they are gratefully remembered
by all.

Robert J. Donsife
Woodsboros  Blacksmith  thought

it a wonderful thing to remem-

ber the place where you where born
and except for two years in a textile
mill he lived his life in Woodsboro.
To people for miles around he was
something of a legend.

He was in business over fifty
years, seven years as an apprentice
and forty-six as his own man in his
own shop.

His shop had been enlarged a
good deal but little changed. Mr.
Donsife might well have been a
lineal descendant of Longfellow’s
mighty hero, for his business had
many elements of the village black-
smith’s a century ago.

He learned the craft from his
father and uncle, Otto J. and
Francis G. Donsife, who were
partners in the original shop
which is now torn down. They in
turn had learned from their father,
Heinrich Conrad Donslfe, a
metal worker and locksmith from
Frankfurt-on- Main, who came to

16 Meur flons inle Alclisn!

Woodsboro and set up a smithy in
1817. As the older Donsife gen-
erations retired from the business
they passed on its equipment and
methods.

Mr. Donsife used many of the old
tools in his work. Among his fin-
est was a set of handmade wooden
planes, purchased by his father,
which were as sharp and true as the
day they were turned out. With
them he could match any elaborate
shape of wooden moldlng. Another
prized possession was a set of wood
chisels which his father bought as a
young man.

Hanging from the roof of the shop
was a bellows that Heinrich Donsife
made and used. It was a huge thing
of wood, metal, and leather put
together with hand made bolts, pins,
and nails. There was a hand wrought
spade head more than one-hun-
dred years old, and sledgehammer
head and a plow polnt made of iron
from the Catoctin furnace around
the time of the Revolutionary War.
There were hand made nails, Civil
War weapons, old scythes and sick-
les hanging from the walls.

Mr. Donsife changed the place
through the years only as much as
he had to. He installed a few pieces
of modern machinery - lathes, drill
presses, grinders, and

the like to take care of the
demands of farmers and manufac-
turers who brought him a wide vari-
ety of machine parts to duplicate.

He always had a backlog of bits,
blades, and cutter bars to sharpen
for farm and-factory machinery.
His daily work varied from patch-
ing a hole in a copper kekde to
repairing a clock or replacing parts
to broken ice cream dippers and
even making for a lady who could
not find one to fit her.

He gave up shoeing horses in 1928
saying he didn't abandon the horses,
the horses abandoned him.

In one corner of the sprawling
frame building was the workbench
where with a file he sharpened saws.

In later years, he found it necessary
to connect most of his hand powered
equipment to motors. He had a gas-
oline engine belted to a line shaft,
which ran the length of the build-
ing. Belted to this was a number of
jack shafts, which relayed the power
to the different machines.

The smithy sharpened all wood-
working tools over a belt-powered
sandstone wheel. Modern grinding
wheels, he said, had a quick, harsh
way of biting into metal. Only wet
sandstone would give an axe, chisel,
drawknife, or any other woodcutting
tool a satin-smooth and lasting edge.

Mt Donsife was working on a
perpetual motion machine, a wheel
arrangement fitted with shifting steel
balls, when he died.

Passed down from his father
and uncle was a technique for
brazing with brass an metal tem-

pering techniques, in which they

gauged the temperature of heated
metal by its color.

His shop was always piled up with
work. “T've never sat down and waited
for something to do,” he recalled. “llet
my work advertise for me.”

M:t. Donsife’s thinking about a lot
of things, including money, was orig-
inal and refreshingly at variance with
many modern economic concepts.
A comfortable living, he thought,
was preferable to a mad scramble for
money.

In February, 1955, Mr. “Bob”
became famous state-wide when he
appeared on the cover of the Balti-
more Sunday Sun Magazine. Much
of the information in this article was
based on this feature story. Modest
man that he was, the story impressed
him not at all, being anxious only to
get on to his next piece of work. He
was also featured in many other sto-
ries from time to time.

It was most impressive for the
towns children to watch Mr. Donsife
at work; there was something splen-
did and awe-inspiring in the sounds
of the hiss of hot metal in water and
the sight of the red hot piece of iron
being bent to the desired shape.

M. Donsife was a proud and truly
great man. In 1958 the business of
Robert J. Donsife died with him.

1o learn more about Woodsboros his-
tory, visit the History section of Woods-
boro.net.

To be continued next month
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100 YEARS AGO THIS MONTH

December 7

Christmas Without Santa Claus
Think of a child without a Christmas
stocking! The boys and gitls in the Near
Fast have never had a visit from Santa
Claus. Where they to hang up their
stockings on Christmas Eve, morning
will find them empty: The food of these
children will be the same on Christmas
as any other day - bread and grits or
soup and beans.

The Frederick headquarters of the
Near East Relief Society wants to send
these children some Christmas cheer, to
make their faces shine, their eyes dance,
and bring shouts of happiness from
them — to give them the joy that belongs
to childhood.

To do this, the Society asks every-
one in Frederick County to hang an
extra socking along with the others on
Christmas Eve, so that Santa may fill it
with hard candies, marbles, balls, dolls,
non-breakable toys, &c. Then, the day
following Christmas, the Society asked
you to bring the stockings to the Soci-
ety’s headquarters in Frederick.

“An orphan stocking and every home
on Christmas morning for these waifs
overseas’, is the slogan that the society
hopes everyone will adopt this Yuletide.

Youngsters Began Writing Annual
Letters To Santa Claus

Santa has come from the far regions of
the North Pole to collect the Christmas
letters of litde girls and boys. Perhaps
some little children have heard the jin-
gling of the bells of the eight tiny rein-
deer’s as it flies through the air like the
wind, carrying jolly old Santa along
under the twinkling stars.

Some messages have already been
received by Santa at his headquarters.
One lide gitl, Helen Wantz, called
him up on the telephone to tell him the
many things she wanted for Christmas.
Old Santa has received letters from one
little girl and four litde boys.

Dear Santa: I am a litde girl seven
years old and go to school every day.
Please bring me a raincoat and hat, a
pair of rubbers, a tricycle, a bookshelf
and a founain pen, with love to you
and Mis. Santa. — Helen Coblentz.

Dear Santa: I want a cowboy suit, a
whip, a scooter car, a boat that winds
with a key; a tool chest and tools and a
game of baseball played with marbles. —
Buddy Price

Dear Santa: I want a scooter car, a

blackboard, a raincoat, a tool chest full
of tools, a game of marbles. I am five
years old and have been a good boy. I go
to school. - Joseph Delphey

Dear Santa: I am a litde boy five years
old. Will you please bring me an electric
train, an indian suit, some candy and
oranges and anything else you like. T will
try to be a good boy; your litde friend. —
Tango Brust

Dear Santa: I am a litde boy just
three years old. I go to Sunday school
every Sunday. Would you please bring
me a pony; a pair of shoes, a real police
dog and some candy; oranges and gin-
ger snaps. And please do not forget my
brothers and sisters. Your little friend. -
Casper Letson

May Have To Pay License

To Go Fishing

A proposition is a foot to require fish-
ermen to pay a license, the funds to be
used for propagating of game and fresh-
water fish.

In brief, the plan, as submitted, is to
amend certain sections of, and broaden
the scope of, the present game laws so
as to include fishing. This will necessitate
procuring a license to fish, and also calls
for an increase of $.50 in the price of
the hunting license now required. This
license will then permit one to either
hunt or fish.

In connection with the preservation
of game and fish the plan also calls for
the payment of a certain sum of money
to each person who is instrumental in
the destruction of vermin, this money
to come from a fund to be created and
which is to be known as the State Game
Protection Fund.

Failure to comply with the law con-
cerning either huntdng or fishing regu-
lations would be dealt with as prescribed
on the statue books. This means a fine
of $15 must be paid or a jail sentence of
not more than 15 days being imposed.
The plan was proposed and approved
at a meeting last spring of the Freder-
ick County Fish and Game Association,
and approved.

December 14

Seeks Home For Five Year

Old Light Haired Girl

“Tt never rains here but it pours”, is an
old adage that would seem to include
homeless children of Frederick County

around Christmas tme in its category.

Going under assumption however
that it is possible for even sunshine to
be hidden behind clouds at times, we
come to the third case of an artificially
orphaned child to be brought to the
attention of the Children’s Aid Society.

Fate seems to be partial towards fair
haired youngsters in its meeting out of
ironies to the local children of destiny,
for the other two cases included a bright
blue eyed blonde boy and his equally
charming and fair-haired lictle sister.

This little five-year-old happens to be
agitl. Just because the litde girl is buc five
years of age and perhaps too young to be
sent to school is no reason for thinking
that her Christmas pleas to Santa Claus,
are not any different from any other
child. All interested in taking charge of
the child should contact the Children’s
Aid Society.

Lose His Teeth

And Big Buck He Shot

To lose both the deer he claims to have
shot and also two teeth was the misfor-
tune of one hunter in this section of
the county on the opening day of deer
hunting season.

According to reports from the camp
of the mighty huntsmen, Paul Thomas,
shot four times at a buck, but had the
misfortune of losing his prize in the
thickeg the members of the camp
hunted for hours, but could not locate
the deer or any trace of blood. While
shooting at the deer, Thomas fell off his
stand and had two teeth knocked out
and had to be taken to a doctor to have
acuton his lip dressed.

According to rumors, he, and most of
the members of his hunting camp, had
been heavily indulging in ‘warming spir-
its' most of the night and well into the
morning, and was cross-eyed with dou-

ble vision when he took his shots — at
whatever he shot at, if anything;

Christmas Tiee Thefts

Mark The Season

With Christmas only a little over a week
away, and with every indication point-
ing to a scarcity of evergreen trees this
year, owners of land throughout the
county are patolling land on which
they have planet trees suitable for Christ-
mas trees.

Reports received by the State Depart-
ment of Forest and Waters show a large
number of Christmas trees are stolen
each year from timberland owners. Last

* Avtenvion ro Detail
= rrief Cowniseling

MYERS-DURBORAW
FUNERAL HOMES

We provide a dignified and meaningful funeral or
memorial service for every family’s loved one.

Serving the needs of

Woodsbore, Walkersville and Union Bridege.
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= Pre-Planning Available
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explained at the ime arrangements are made.
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136 E. Baltimore St Taneytown
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www myersdurborawfh.com

Long Distance Service

ROM fifteen to twenty-one telephone opers
ators cooperate in establishing a New Yorlk-

San Francisco circuit;

and other telephone em-

ployees by scores must be at their posts to insure

efficient transmission,

That you may have a choice of destination for
your voice, a vast netwaork of Bell System circuits
interconnects all unportant centers, reaching mil-
licns of homes and business places.

Crver these circuits more than 138000 traffic

emplovess stand guard.

But long before thess

highways of speech were ready for use another
army of workers had wrestled with problems of
construction and maintenance.

A huge manufacturing plant had mobilized its

forces,

Thonzands of toilers in mine and forest had

sought raw materials,

Physicists and chemists through laboratory
research, bad laid a sure foundation for efficient

SETVICE.

All the forces and wonders of industry and
science have been drawn upon to serve you whea
you make a long distance telephone call,

Bell System

Ome Poliey - One Syatem
Universal Service

year more than 1,000 trees were stolen
from a five-mile stretch along a public
road west of here during the two weeks
before Christmas.

This was done; it was stated in spite
of the fact that the owners of the prop-
erty patrolled the area continuously: It
was also said that many persons cut as

S\ And All Directed Towards
Better Service

many as three or four trees before find-
ing one which suited their fancy; leaving
the others useless.

The Department is calling attention
to the fact that the law makes it a mis-

demeanor for any person to cut and

remove a tree without first obtaining

Look for the Blue Sign!

Uphnlstery Shop 3

Custom Upholstery
Furniture Repair & Restoration
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100 YEARS AGO THIS MONTH

permission from the owner of the land,
and upon conviction of the offense,
provide a fine of not more than $500
and imprisonment not exceeding three
months, or both.

It should be remembered that every
tree growing on the hillside belongs
to someone, and persons who desire
to cut Christmas trees for home use
should first obtain permission from the
owner. Landowners should keep a care-
ful watch of their evergreen trees during
the month of December to prevent the
theft of their valuable trees, and, if so for-
tunate to catch the guilty persons, they
should be prosecuted so as to put it in to
this malicious practice.

Hurt By Cross Hog

The son of Mr. Trussell, was badly
injured on Thanksgiving Day by a cross
hog, was taken to Frederick Hospital for
treatment. Apparendy; the hog, named
‘Bacon, took exception to the fact that
he was going to be used for thanksgiv-
ing dinner and would have nothing o
do with the plans.

And while we are on the subject,
while we dont usually publish hog
weights, but occasionally such infor-
mation is decidedly out of the ordinary,
and justifies an exception. Such a case is
reported by Walter Hape, who butch-
ered six hogs hat weighed a total of
2,414 pounds, the two largest weighed
616and 597.

Moravian Church

Work Completed

During the past two months, the Mora-
vian Church in Graccham, Reverend
Samuel Boardman, Pastor, has under-
gone extensive repairs and improve-
ments. These have been completed and
the church was re-open for services Sun-

day, December 9.

A Specimen Road Hog

State Policeman Miller, met with a
remarkable experience, as well as with
the limit of arrogance on the part of a
speeding autoist, last Sunday evening,
when he attempted to make an arrest
on the Taneytown to Woodsboro State
Road near New Midway. He was pur-
suing a big Packard car thatwas running
over 60 miles an hour, and was gaining,
when one of the occupants of the car
threw an old tire out in front of the pur-
suer's motorcydle, with a result that he
was thrown a considerable distance and
injured. The officer fired several shots
aftter the car, but did not succeed in stop-
ping it, he also failed to secure the license
number. Here is the case, the likes of
which is common — not in detail, but

in effect. Confidence in speeding power
breeds contempt of pursuit, and the
speed laws - produce the breed properly
termed “road hogs.”

Unfortunately exceeding the speed
limit is not uncommon in most towns,
and can be seen every day. Last Sunday
morning, as an example, we saw two
cars race across the Square at the same
time people were going to church, both
cars running close to 30 miles an hour.
Speeding on the street is so common as
to be almost a practice —and some days,
there will perhaps bea child or older per-
son “unavoidably” killed.

Union Bridge To

Employ Night Watchman

Atajoint meeting of the Town Council
and businessmen of Union Bridge, last
week, it was decided to employ a night
watchman to patrol the business section
of town. Recent robberies of business
houses are responsible for the action.

Young Robbers In

Daring Theft To Be Paroled

Wialter Weinhart and Norman ogle,
who in as sensational manner robed
the Walkersville Bank one afternoon in
1919, at the point of a revolver, of a large
sum of money, and were afterwards cap-
tured, convicted and sentenced to seven
years in the Maryland penitentiary, have
been recommended for parole.

Good behavior would have reduced
their terms to 70 months of which 51
have been served. Several prominent cit-
izens of this County had appealed in
behalf of the prisoners for parole. Wein-
hartat the time of the crime was 22 years
old and Ogle 23. The youth of the pair
and the fact that they had good prison
records was a factor in their parole rec-
ommendation.

The robbery was committed in
a bold matter and for a while it was
thought that the crime have been per-
petrated by professional holdup men.
After securing the money they work
their way towards the Monocacy River
and hid the money. A large posse joined
in the search for them and it was stated
they both mingled with the posse and
joined them in the search. Ogle was
finally captured in a store where he
engaged in conversation with an officer

looking for him.

December 21

December Sets Mild

Weather Record

Indian Summer reigns supreme in
Frederick County. Daily temperatures

have been above freezing since Tuesday;
when the minimum was 31°. From the
mountain come reports that ants are
crawling about in great hordes outside
their winter home; that the honeybee is
showing restlessness and that swarms of
insects are to be seen flying about.

Then from other sections reports
have been received that snakes are
crawling about outside the dens into
which they were believed to have gone
for the winter. One snake was discov-
ered in a field and another was seen in
the mountains near Deerfield, north
of Thurmont.

Temperature is suggestive of spring
prevailed all day Sunday. The maxi-
mum was just nine points below sum-
mer heat, or 61°. And the lowest for the
entire day was 43, or 11° above freezing,
Even thought Christmas is just around
the corner, there has been only one
flurry of snow this winter so far.

County Ready To Remove Snow

The County Road Commission is busy
with preparations for removing snow
from the State highways of Freder-
ick, during the coming winter. Freder-
ick itself has 13 snowplows attached to
trucks.

The main highways will be given
the right of way and then the branch
roads will be deared in the order of their
importance. The latter being deter-
mined by the size of the population sup-
plied by the roads.

In the case of isolated roads where it
would be impractical to use the plows,
arrangements have been made to take
care of the removal of the snow by the
use of heavy road machines drawn by
horses.

The Road Commission has decided
to keep the roads dlear of snow; not only
for the purpose of giving the people the
use of the highways the year around, but
asa step towards caring for the highways
themselves

Leaned On Gun & Shot

Earl Weddle, of near Mountaindale, is
in the Frederick City Hospital with a
gunshot wound received while hunt-
ing in the mountains near Thurmont.
Details of the accident are incom-
plete, but it is understood that Wed-
dle, accompanied by a number of
young men went on an early morning
excursion into the mountains. Weddle
uncovered a pheasant and followed it
up the mountain. He was standing on
a log leaning against his shotgun and
slipped. The gun went off and the dis-
charged lodged into Weddles arm
below the elbow.

] R i T
wELL ?r?r,ir?r'l-?
HATY __:1_ ; . :-l.-.:L#'?

THAT wkg o
L e o L1

RN L
dly QR TS 4
e I a2
o . !

Il,n- b g ¥ .
F vl | #.h
I":! ’ 1. k al
5'.-" = !

j:

Gty 1Y
| e
I e

December 28

Mule Has Christmas Jack

The County Sheriff is searching
for the owner of a drunken mule
that strayed into their keeping on
Christmas Day. The mule not only
threatens to eat up their appropria-
tions, but he ‘hee-haws’ at all hours
of the day and night demanding
attention. He was found wandering
on the State Road between Walk-
ersville and Woodsboro, apparently
suffering from alcohol overindul-
gence. It is believed he found a
deposit of corn mash dump from a

hidden still.

Drunken Drivers

Most of us can look back to other
days when it was possible for a man
with a few drinks of liquor under
his belt to steer the faithful old fam-
ily horse to and from town without
endangering, to any great extent, his
own life, or the lives of others. But
it is different now, thought we regret
to say there are still a few appear not
to have realized it.

We may differ on the merits
of the 18th amendment; we may
favorite or oppose it. But there is
one point we are all in agreement —
and that is that the tightening up on
liquor drinking came at an oppor-
tune time, so far as human life is
concerned. If there had been as
many autos back in the days when
whiskey drinking was at its height
in this country, there wouldnt have
been cemeteries enough to hold the
dead. For if there are two things
that won't mix, those two things are
booze and gasoline.

Driving a horse, while intoxi-
cated, is no great feat, because a

GEmsisy AL,
WOORIT THATS oMLY
HEKT HOHTH AN
O CHEE HAS .

horse has a measure of intelligence,
but there is not a man living who
can operate an automobile as care-
fully when drunk as when sober.

Our courts are making it plain
that the public demands protection
from drunken auto drivers and they
are showing no mercy to the driv-
ers who display signs of intoxica-
tion when arrested — usually after
they have damaged other machines
or injured innocent people on the
streets or highways. And it’s a good
thing.

We have no desire to argue the
prohibition question here, but we
do join with every good citizen and
demand that if a man must drink
then he stay away from a steering
wheel while he is doing it.

Auto Accidents More Christmas

Day Observations.
Two  automobile  accidents
occurred  sometime  Christmas

morning. The extent of the damage
done in either case was not learned.

On the Georgetown Pike a
buggy was found considerably
damage and a quantity of glass
was found scattered over the road
near the buggy. How or when the
accident occurred, or who was
involved could not be learned.
It was supposed the buggy was
struck by an automobile.

An automobile accident also
occurred near Lewistown, Tuesday
morning. It was said that a man
name Ritz, who lives at Fountain
Rock, was in this accident. In his car
were several persons, all of whom
were said to be cut and bruise. The
injuries however were not serious.

To read other articles related to 100
Years Ago this Month, visit the His-
tory section of Walkerville.net.

We Have Used Wheelchair Vans and

Handicap Accessible Vehicles for Sale!

AA - EASTERN MOEBILITY, INC. “Access o the World"”
12455 Woodsboro Pike, Keymar * www.easternmaobility.com
Phone: 301.845.4188 = Toll-Free: 888.845.0533 » Fax: 301.845.6316

AA-Eastern Mobility offers customized transportation solutions for handicapped
individuals including Stair Lifts, Lift Chairs, Wheelchair Lifts, Wheelchair Ramps,
Turney Seats, Hand Controls, Left Foot Accelerators, Wheelchair Accessible

Vans and Lowered Floor Minivans.

We offer many options to customize your
home and vehicle to make your life easier.
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LIBRARY NEWS

December at the library

Robin Bowers

appy Ho-Ho-Holidays!
Whether youre staying in
town and hosting for the holidays
or heading out of town, the Walk-
ersville Branch Library has some-
thing for everyone this season!
Bring your relatives out for one of
the many events in and around the
library, check out a new novel, or
simply enjoy reading quietly next to
the cozy fireplace inside the branch.
The annual Christkindlmarket
will be held on Saturday, December
2. Artisans, food, and street events
will be set up around town from
10am to 3pm. Pop into the Walk-
ersville Branch Library at 11 a.m. to
meet some of Santa’s special friends;

Winnifred the Mini from Days End

Horse Rescue and miniature cows
from Triple H Highlands will be
here to help us get into the holiday
spirit! Santa and his merry elf will
make an appearance at the library
from 11:30 to noon as well.

If youre a tea lover or gardener,
join Alecks Moss of Foxhaven Farm
on Sunday, December 3 at 1pm to
learn all about growing, blending,
and tasting herbal tea.

Planning to attend the annual
Walkersville Town Tree Lighting on
Wednesday December 6th? Before
heading to Creamery Park at 7 p.m.,
come into the Walkersville Branch
Library for fun holiday activities,
music, and a visit with Santa! Spe-
cial guests, including the Walkers-
ville Spanish Club, will showcase
holiday celebrations and traditions
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to schedule an appointment.

Staley’s

Onsite Services
6830A Putman Rd., Thurmont

301-788-3636

Slaleysonsite.com

Septic tanks
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- 301-447-6837
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from around the world! Festivities
at the library begin at 5:30pm on
December 6th.

Celebrate  Frederick County’s
275th anniversary and take part in
Museums by Candlelight the sec-
ond Saturday in December. The
Walkersville Branch Library will
feature a special, festive holiday
foyer display created by the Pleasant
Walk Homemakers Club.

Discover the fascinating life of
Dr. Ray Ediger, a local country vet-
erinarian, as he shares his mem-
oir, “Living, Loving, and Laughing
with Animals” on Sunday, Decem-
ber 10 at 1pm. Not only is Dr. Edi-
ger an accomplished vet analogous
to the beloved James Herriot, but
he is well known statewide within
the FFA and 4H communities and
raises a variety of his own animals
on a 500-acre farm in Frederick
County.

Join us at the Walkersville Branch
to mark the upcoming year with a
Noon Year’s Eve celebration on Sat-
urday, December 30 from 11:30 to
noon. Enjoy a story, songs, and spe-
cial balloon drop to ring in 2024
with the whole family!

Ready to shake off the winter
blues? Bundle up and head over
to the library on Saturdays at 10
a.m. (except December 23rd) when
Freedom BANG is happening. You
won't need the extra warm parka for
long though; freedom BANG is a
pre-choreographed fusion of box-
ing, HII'T, hip hop, world dance,
optional weighted gloves, and a
touch of attitude, offering a wide
range of options to customize your
workout. Whether you work at
home or commute, a yoga class
is a gentle way to get some move-
ment and exercise after the work-

day. Stop by Walkersville Branch
Library on Monday, December 4th,
and 11th at 6 p.m. for a free drop-in
yoga class lead by instructors from
Sol Yoga.

Come together with friends new
and old to Senior Café: the place
to come for coffee, conversation,
friendship, and fun events! There
will be two Senior Café programs in
December; Thursday 12/7 at 10 a.m.
will include a speaker from Frederick
County Senior Services Division
to discuss their Meals on Wheels
program. Thursday, December 14
at 10 a.m. is the perfect time to
make your own holiday cards with
Naomi Ruth with Stampin’ Up
while socializing and enjoying a
cozy morning at the library.

December’s program for adults
with intellectual disabilities are on
the 6th and 20th. Get ready for
some karaoke, dancing, and lots
of singing on December 20 from
10 to 11!

Improve your reading con-
fidence and make a new friend
when you read aloud to a Go
Team Therapy Dog on Thursday
December 7 from 6:30 to 7:30.

Curious kids aged 10-13 are
invited to join the Tween Tech
program on Monday, Decem-
ber 18 from 6 to 6:45. We'll be
exploring the world of 3D print-
ing and CAD with a variety of
printing techniques.

Teen Innovation Hour is your
place to explore, create and have fun
with friends after school. Decem-
ber is all about creativity! On 12/5,
innovate with paper circuits; choco-
late lovers unite on 12/12 to make
chocolate spoons, and on 12/19,
prepare to build the most epic gin-
gerbread house as part of the STEM

Christine H. Alol, D.M.D.
Family Dentist

Christine H. Aloi, D.M.D., PC
Discovery Crossings

B4.29-0D Woodshono Pike
Walkermilie
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Challenge! All Teen Innovation
Hour programs will run from 3:30
to 4:30 at the Whalkersville Branch
Library.

Does your teen have an early
dismissal on December 1st? The
Maryland Highway Safety Office
will be at the Walkersville Branch
Library from 1 to 2. Teens can try
on a pair of Impairment Goggles
and play some games, including a
tricycle obstacle course to experi-
ence the simulated effects of alco-
hol intoxication and see how it
impairs our senses!

Teen Connect is a time to engage
with friends, peer mentors, and
teen-oriented community resources,
on the following Fridays at 3:30
p.m.. Bring a friend or two and join
us on December 8 for a fun time!
December 15 will feature demon-
strations presented by the Robo
Rangers Frederick County 4H
Club. Robo Rangers “focuses on
engineering related activities, pri-
marily building with LEGO EV3
and VEX”. Celebrate winter break
on December 22 at the Walkersville
Branch with your friends and enjoy
games, snacks, karaoke and more!

“Lets Get Ready for Kindergar-
ten” is a program on Wednesdays
from 11 to 11:45 where preschool-
ers and their caregivers can build
school ready skills like count-
ing, literacy and exploring their
social-emotional selves with peers.
Our weekly Fri-YAY Program will
continue into the winter from 11
to 11:45. An informal educational
program to round out the week, this
Friday program will be all about
holiday fun and using your imagi-
nation this December! 12/1 is Car-
nival Day, so come out for some
fun and try your hand at a variety
of games and activities! 12/8 is all
about building your Dreamy Home
for the Holidays, 12/15 will feature
a variety of Candy Land-themed
activities to help transport you to
a sweet world of wonder! Bring
your out-of-town cousins to Fri-
Yay on 12/22 for “Tech the Halls”
and experiment with fun gadgets
and other exciting tech! Round out
the month with some furry alpaca
friends on Friday, December 29.
They might not be Santa’s reindeer
but they’re just as cute!
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SCHOOL NEWS

Student membership
on the Board of

Education

Karen Yohoo
Frederick County Board of Education

t the November 8 meeting, our
discussed the topic of Student
Member of the Board voting rights and
the possible legislation it would wke to
make this happen. School boards do not
have the ability to alter legal aspects on
their own, such as the amount of com-
pensation members receive (if any), how
amemberwho resigns will be replaced, or
the position of Student Member and the
level of voting rights they have. That must
be done at the state level through legisla-
tion, even when the effects are specific
an individual county.

After a lengthy discussion, our board
was still not able to come to a consen-
sus on exactly which specific subjects
our SMOB would be able to vote on
and decided to form a subcommittee of
three members and the current SMOB
to bring a report back to the full Board.
Wee then became aware of a statewide bill
sponsored by Sen. Karen Lewis Young
and Del. Kiis Fair. At our November
20 meeting, we tabled our discussion in
order to follow the bill as it makes its way
through the legjslature.

For those unfamiliar with Student
Member of the Board (SMOB), this
position varies from county to county in
Maryland, including Baldmore City and
the State Board of Education Student
Member. It ranges from the Anne Arun-
del SMOB having the same full vor
ing rights as any other member of their
Board to Somerset and Wicomico coun-
ties having no official student member,
but rather student representatives. Five of
the counties on the Fastern Shore have a
student member from each of their two
or three high schools. The remaining six-
teen counties and Baldmore City each
have one student member.

Most of the Local Education Agen-
cies (LEAs) have SMOBs with non-
voting status, eight have limited voting
rights, and as mentioned above, Anne
Arundels has full voting rights. Most
SMOBs may not vote on issues such as
capital and operating budgets, school

openings, dosings, and boundary
changes (redistricting), collective bar-
gaining, or appeals dealing with per-
sonnel or student discipline. The State
Board SMOB has full voting rights
except for appeals, however, the State
Board itself does not vote on capital or
operating budgets and since they do
not build any schools there are no votes
on openings, closings, and bound-
ary changes other than appeals that
are submitted from decisions made
around the state.

The majority of Maryland LFAs con-
duct their Student Member elections
through their Student Government
Association (SGA). The process takes
time, and the students must follow a rig-
orous procedure. FCPSs nominations
opened on October 3 and continued
through the month. A selection panel
including members of the Frederick
County Association of Student Coun-
cls (FCASC) Board, SGA advisors,
and other district personnel reviewed the
applications, conducted in-person iner-
views on November 7, and narrowed
the field to five candidates. An orien-
tation was held on November 15 and
those selected will present speeches at the
December 11 FCASC General Assem-
bly; followed by a Candidate Town Hall
on January 4, 4:30 to 7 at the FCPS
Central Office. Online voting takes place
throughout the month of January for all
students in middle and high school in
the county: And, much like the electoral
college, voting will determine who each
school's SGA representatives support at
the February 6 General Assembly: Stu-
dent enrollment determines how many
representative delegates a school receives.
The candidate receiving the majority
of votes will become the new Student
Member of the Board in July.

In 2022, House Bill 797 was sub-
mitted that would have required each
county board of education to have a stu-
dent member who would have “certain
voting rights”. This bill did not pass out
of committee. While the bill being sub-
mitted this year is yet to have a number
assigned, the basic premise is to bring all
student members to the level of the State
Board SMOB.
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FOUR YEARS AT THE MOUNT

1his holiday season, we asked our writers to discuss the significance of writing letters to Santa Claus.

Freshman

Letters to Santa

Gracie Smith
MSMU Class of 2027

he tradition of writing let-

ters to Santa has been around
for generations; however, it wasn’t
always children doing the writ-
ing. The practice began quite
contrary to what we are accus-
tomed to today. It first began
with Santa writing letters to chil-
dren to encourage them to behave
throughout the year. In return for
the good behavior, Santa would
reward them with gifts on Christ-
mas day. Not only did this estab-
lish
naughty and nice list, but it began
a tradition that would be carried
out for centuries. Over time, chil-
dren began writing letters back
to Santa describing what they
wanted for Christmas as a reward
for their good behavior, being the
little negotiators they are. With

the idea of the infamous

this lovely letter conversing, the
tradition was born—Letters to
Santa.

Children throughout the years
have written, asking for many
things. From the latest Barbie

doll to the coolest Lego set, chil-
dren have never failed to demand
their rewards for good behavior.
Nevertheless, children are not the
only ones to write to Santa. Teen-
agers, young adults, adults, and
seniors also write to Kris Kringle.
While this may come off as imma-
ture, the idea of expressing what
it is you most desire creates the
sweetest and most delicate sense
of hope. The opportunity to ask
for something that can be either
realistic or bazaar excites us, and
further allows us to feel an inno-
cent sort of greed. Besides, they
say there is a childish part in all
of us, right?

I believe it’s essential that every
child has the experience of writ-
ing to Santa and receiving the
gift they wished for, at least once.
While there are thousands of chil-
dren who are less fortunate than
me, | yearn that each one of those
children still writes to Santa.
Every child has something they
want deep down. Whether it be
an action figure, a puppy, a bike,
or something a little deeper such
as to maintain good health, a roof
over their head, or simply some-
one to listen to them. Every child
deserves to be heard and every
child deserves to experience the
same sweet and delicate hope that

we feel when we write to Santa.

One thing that I loved
seeing as a kid was all the mail-
boxes dedicated specifically to
Santa. As strange as this is, it’s
socially acceptable because it’s
Santa. My favorite mailbox to
Santa is the one in Macy’s in New
York City. The way it is displayed
like it’s the Holy Grail of the store
made it more magical, dropping
my letter into the box. Though, I
was always nervous to put my let-
ter in because part of me felt like
I was being too greedy asking for
all those things. Every year I told
myself the same lie to justify my
asking for so much stuff: It’s so
Santa has options. To this day I
am guilty of using this weak line
of justification to defend my long
list of demands. However, at least
I know that Santa does indeed
have options.

I remember my little brother
and I spending an entire evening
writing our letters to Santa. We
would only use the colors red and
green to try to appeal to him, and
we would always send our regards
to his reindeer for good measure.
My brother, being the biggest
Mickey Mouse fan to exist, asked
for Mickey Mouse sheets for his
bed when he was in preschool. I
remember that being a very odd

thing for him to ask for, given he
was 4 years old at the time ask-
ing for a semi-adult-ish gift. Nev-
ertheless, he received them and
was as happy as could be since he
could “sleep with Mickey” every
night.

Unlike my brother, I guess I
never really “matured” in what I
would ask for from Santa. Every
year I'd still write down the most
random items like I was a 5-year-
old. My brother, while still ask-
ing for Legos and Funko Pops,
has always been a bit more ratio-
nal than I. If I were to write a let-
ter to Santa right now, I would ask
for new shoes, books, and a new
ring to go with my cross neck-
lace. While the shoes are truly
something that I need and should
probably invest in myself, the
books and the ring just display the
childish side of me. In years prior,
I have asked for things like Ameri-
can Girl dolls, a typewriter, a Nin-
tendo 3DS (specifically the pink
one), and have even been so bold
as to ask for a Fender Stratocaster
guitar in the luscious light blue.
However, as I am growing older,
I am finding that I need to ask
for necessities, or in other words,
things I need but dont want to
pay for. For instance, makeup,

hair products, jeans, and SHOES.

I do believe this comes with age
though; by this I mean, as we
grow older, we start to appreciate
the little things that we don’t have
to pay for, and the real gift is the
gift of saving money.

Way back in the early 2010s,
Sears would do Christmas photo
shoots, and my mom was all over
it. Each year we would go for our
Christmas portraits, and when we
were done, we got to visit Santa
in the mall to give him our let-
ters. It’s upsetting that little tradi-
tions like that don’t exist anymore
since Amazon has put so many
companies, like Sears, out of busi-
ness. Even still, it was how my lit-
tle brother and I would give our
letters to Santa until Sears closed
down.

Each year, children all over
the world write letters to Santa
expressing what it is they want
most for Christmas. Not only
children, but adults share this tra-
dition too. Christmas is a time to
not only be with our family and
friends to celebrate the birth of
our Lord, but to also be a little
selfish and write to Santa sharing
our desires.

1o read other articles by Gracie
Smith, visit the Authors section of
Walkersville. net.

Sophomore

Let’s talk to Santal

Devin Owen
MSMU Class of 2026

A_ s the holiday season approaches,

we are subconsciously forced to
slip into the mindset pertaining to
our holiday traditions. Personally, I
revert back to the small child excited
to wake up early Christmas morning
and bug her parents until they get
out of bed, to have her whole family
come over to indulge in the Christ-
mas morning breakfast while we
open gifts together. Granted, these
traditions have changed significantly
over the years; no longer am I waking
up both parents, but rather waking
up one and then driving to the home
of the other. No longer are my par-
ents holding the Christmas morning
breakfast festivities, and I am no lon-
ger a child. However, I will always be
a child at heart, which is why my love
for Christmas is so strong. No lon-
ger am | the small, impressionable
5-year-old, but instead 1 am the
small, impressionable 19-year-old
with nieces and nephews to spoil and
introduce to the holiday traditions I
have always loved.

My niece is finally at the age
where she can understand and enjoy
the traditions that we have and the
new ones weve implemented in
recent years: making and decorating
Christmas cookies, giving gifts to
family members, drinking hot cocoa
and watching The Santa Claus, bak-
ing homemade cinnamon rolls in
addition to Mama Cindie’s ‘Christ-
mas Morning Breakfast casserole,
spreading reindeer food for Santa’s

famous helpers, and writing letters
to the big man himself.

That was another huge tradi-
tion in my family: writing letters to
Santa and then mailing them off. I
have always found this activity to
be extremely beneficial in life. The
world we live in is difficult enough,
so we should let kids be kids and
embrace every depth of their imag-
ination. By that I am tempted to
ask: if you wrote letters to Santa as
a kid, what did you write in those
letters? What did you ask Santa for
when you wrote to him? My letters
to Santa growing up usually con-
sisted of the usual: ‘toys, toys, toys...
oh! And a puppy!” There were also
some letters that asked for blessings
of sorts: “Dear Santa, this year for
Christmas I want my parents to get
a divorce. A weird ask, really, but I
can tell they’re not happy anymore.”
In all honesty, the letters I wrote to
Santa each year varied dramatically.

For those who have the tradi-
tion of Santa in their lives, writ-
ing him letters could implement a
stronger belief as it provides a phys-
ical representation of their belief—
the presents help with that as well.
Every kid who writes to Santa gets to
prove to themselves that their belief
is strong, it exists, and they are fully
aware. However, writing these let-
ters is not the only part of the pro-
cess that helps to strengthen the
belief in the physical embodiment of
the holiday spirit. Many places have
holiday workshops set up for kids to
write their letters and decorate them,
then they get to mail them off to the
North Pole through the fancily dec-
orated Santa mailboxes. Giving the
kids the opportunity to interact with
their belief only adds strength and

health to their own imagination, a

beautiful form of positive creativity.

Not only does this activity provide
benefits to the children in forms of
imagination, but it also offers ben-
efits to intelligence. If you start hav-
ing children write their letters to
Santa at a young age, their writing
skills begin to improve or develop.
The act of writing letters requires
many various language skills such
as spelling, grammar, organization,
list making, etc. Having the ability
to write letters in a fun, exciting, and
magical way adds fun and enjoy-
ment to a learning process; it pro-
vides an opportunity for children
to practice and enhance their writ-
ing and organizational skills while
still having fun and embracing their
imagination. Intelligence though
isn't just directed towards cognitive
functions in an educational way, but
rather it targets multiple concepts
such as emotional/mental activity
as well. Writing letters allows for the
kids participating to build emotional
responses and empathy; as they can
ask to help others rather than just
themselves; such asks reinforce the
spirit behind what is known as ‘the
season of giving” Kids are much
more thoughtful than we give them
credit for; it is one of the many beau-
ties of childhood.

Writing  letters to  Santa  was
always one of my favorite traditions
growing up—a tradition which
I hope to pass on to my own chil-
dren when that time does come. I
never enjoyed it because I got to ask
for things for myself though, I think
that the joy and love I felt from it
came from getting to spend time
with my family in an exciting man-
ner. Each year my mom, dad, grand-
mother, and siblings would trade off
who we wrote our letters with; it was

asuper fun and inclusive way to start
off our holiday season because we
all got to write our letters together.
I feel as though since entering my
teenage and adult years we havent
given a second thought to the tradi-
tions we once had, writing these let-
ters being the main focal point with
that. Maybe it’s a part of growing up;
maybe we just forget the childlike
joys we once had. Either way; I often
find myself wishing I could go back
an embrace these joys and traditions
without the hinderance of doubt
that has now been placed; adulting
is hard and I miss being a kid.
Traditions are the building blocks
of our life; our daily lives are built
around them and they have shaped us
into who we are. I think that the best

part of them though, is when they
begin to change as we grow up. No
longer am I writing letters to Santa
myself, but instead I am encouraging
my niece and nephew—who are the
brightest lights in my life—to write
their letters each December and mail
them off to the North Pole. I get to
see their faces light up as they dec-
orate their letters and then tell me
what they want to write; the kitchen
table covered in glitter and stickers,
the kids shrieking in excitement, the
pure joy written all over their face.
Who wouldn’t want to write a letter
to Santa after seeing that?

10 read other articles by Devin Owen,
visit the Authors section of Walkers-
ville.net.

Woodsboro Volunteer
Fire Company

CASH BINGO!

Monday,
December 4 & 18

More than $1,000 in prizes per night!
Doors Open @ 5:30 p.m.
Games Start @ 7 p.m.
(Show a newspaper or social media ad
[or a repost] and get a FREE SPECIAL!)
Call JoAnn for more info:
240-446-0451

Food & Beverages available for purchase!

All proceeds benefit the
Woodsboro Volunteer Fire Company

2 South 3rd Street, Woodsboro
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LETTERS TO SANTA CLAUS

Junior
My wish

Dolores Hans
MSMU Class of 2025

\ >< Then we were kids, everything

we needed was provided to
us by our parents. All our needs for
basic survival, but also for happiness
and enjoyment of life. If we needed
something more, like sports shoes or
money for a field trip, they provided
that too. But if we saw something
on TV that we wanted, or there was
a trending video game, or we sud-
denly wanted to pick up the hobby
of crocheting, more often than not
our parents said to put it on our let-
ters to Santa. There was a special
time during the year, Christmas
time, when we had a chance to ask
for the unreasonable wants on our
hearts, the things we wouldnt nor-
mally ask our parents for because
they were already providing us with
the necessities of life. But with the
prospect of Santa and magic, we
believed we could ask for the things
we wanted without it costing too
much or being told we couldnt
have it. My parents provided a lot

for me when I was young, even
when it seemed like we had noth-
ing. T still feel weird about splurging
money on the things I want because
I am used to only having the neces-
sities. Christmas was the one time a
year I could ask for something out-
rageously awesome and not worry
about it coming from my parents.
Then I got older, and once I knew
the truth about Santa, I never again
asked for my heart’s desires because
I didn’t want to inconvenience my
parents.

My wants and desires have
changed though. I no longer want
to possess material things. Well, I
do, but my reliance on them has
changed. Christmas now, as an
adulg, is a time full of playfulness
and beauty, romance and tradition.
I find myself daydreaming about
spending the holidays with the
love of my life, my beloved, and all
that we could experience together.
Dancing in the snowfall under
the streedights, getting cozy by
the fireplace, baking cookies and
listening to jazz, laughing while
watching Christmas movies, deco-
rating our tree, building snowmen,
getting together with our families,
and starting our own traditions.

When I am asked what I want
for Christmas, my first thought is
to say that I want an engagement
ring. But I dont want a ring, I want
a proposal. I want him to ask me
to spend my life with him. Then I
think to say that I want a wedding,.
But I don't want a wedding, I want
a marriage. All the things I desire
can be had without physical mate-
rial possessions. Santa provided us
with the idea that anything is pos-
sible, and that magic can create the
things we wish for, if we simply
ask. How I wish that were as true
for me now as it was for me then,
back when I was young.

If T still had the opportunity
to make a secret letter, listed with
my biggest hopes and dreams, and
hand it to my mother to be sent
to the North Pole, and in a cou-
ple weeks I would wake up with
those hopes fulfilled, what would I
ask for? If I were to write to Santa
today, assuming he can fulfill my
wishes with ease and magic, as we
all assumed when we were kids, 1
know I would ask for gifts that are
more like assurances than physical
presents.

Dear Santa. Merry Christmas! I
am excited to write to you again.

It's been a while. This year, I am
asking for things that I have never
asked for. I am not asking for the
typical things that I ask for every
year. I am not asking for jewelry
or clothes, nor am I asking for
cookbooks and painting supplies.
I have no need for rings or sweat-
ers, or canvases or vintage recipes.
Not when I have my beloved. His
arms provide more warmth than a
million sweaters. His body, a can-
vas | paint with my kisses. Our
love is more timeless than old fash-
ioned sweets, and I don’t need a
ring on my finger to symbolize
the love we share. I do ask, how-
ever, that you gift me a sign. A sign
that the future I dream of is com-
ing my way. A simple house that I
can make a home for us, a secure
job for him that aligns with his pas-
sions, healthy and happy children
that I can nurture and provide for.
I ask that you gift me the ability
to keep Christmas joy in my heart
year-round, so I can joyously and
ceaselessly grant my family’s every
wish. So that I can show my chil-
dren how to care for others and
share their laughter generously and
have pride in their goofy qualities.
I ask that you gift me a stronger

heart, to bear more suffering and
sacrifice so that I can still be grate-
ful and present in the tough times.
I ask that the one whom I hold in
my heart be the one I spend my life
with. In partnership, in love, and
in happiness. I ask that you gift me
as many opportunities as possible
in this life to be by his side through
every up and down, every adven-
ture, every new experience, every
laughter, smile, tear, hug, morning,
evening, night, thunderstorm, first
snowfall, summer vacation, and
everything in between. This year,
the only thing I want, the only
thing I truly long for, is a life with
him. So, Santa, just a recap in case
you didn't get it: I want the picket
fence and a house I can make a
home. I want constant joy so I can
spread joy to others. I want a sign
that the future I want is coming
to me. | want endless opportuni-
ties to share this life with the man I
love, and for him to be the one that
builds a future with me. Thanks!
Merry Christmas! P.S. Don't fall off
the roof.

1o read other articles by Dolores
Hans, visit the Authors section of
Walkersville. net.

Senior

Thank you notes

Claire Doll
MSMU Class of 2024

Hi Santa! I've been wonder-
ing if I have been a good girl. 1
want a lot of things for Christ-
mas. First, [ want Cecile the
American Girl Doll. I also
want a dress for my doll. Also,
1 want some good books. I
would really like them to be
mysteries, like Nancy Drew.
Also, I want pretty clothes and
Jewelry. I hope I'm on your
nice list! Write back!

hope I never forget how writing

these letters felt. Picking your
best pen and adorning a blank
page with the words, “Dear Santa.”
Flipping through magazines, or
window-shopping at your favor-
ite store, and listing everything you
ever wanted. Oh, and the latest
American Girl Doll. T just had to
have her, whoever she was.

Christmas is a feeling. I can’t
describe it well, because 1 only
felt the true weight of its magic as
a child. The red velvet dress, the
cookies.

The letters to Santa, and think-
ing they’ll reach the North Pole.

I would write them religiously,
every year. To me, the letters to
Santa held power. I could slip it
into the mailbox, and magically, it
would make Christmases perfect.
Like a transaction, almost.

(Hopefully, youre by yourself
reading this, and there’s no kids
around. If there are, read this next
part to yourself—don’t show them
the page).

My first heartbreak was learn-
ing the truth about Santa. I still

remember that Christmas Eve.
We spent it at my Mommom
and Poppop’s house with all my
mom’s family. In the kitchen,
there would be plenty food set
out: cheese and crackers, pep-
peroni, vegetables and ranch, all
kinds of cookies, and the beloved
eggnog that still sends me back to
these kinds of nights. In the living
room, wrapping paper. Twinking
lights from the tree. Music swirl-
ing in the background. Crisp,
frozen air seeping in from the win-
dows, unmatched to the warmth
of inside, of the crackling fire. My
aunt Colleen’s laughter, a sound I
only heard every so often, and my
cousin Colton’s high-pitched, pre-
cious voice.

But because I had found out
about Santa just days before, I spent
that Christmas Eve crying. I had
younger cousins, so I watched them
open gifts from Mommom and
Poppop and go on about their let-
ters to Santa. My older sister Marga-
ret had already known years before,
and it was just plain fact to the rest
of my family. I was so heartbroken,
so hurt and withered, that I ran
upstairs to the bathroom. Locking
the door, I cried, hot tears stream-
ing down my face. Me, in my red
velvet dress, hair curled, ten-year-
old makeup (yes, I was ten when I
found out). Me, shattered at what
felt like the worst feeling there was.

Some view it as another layer
of innocence being peeled off.
Some think of Santa as pointless
(why would you want your child
to feel this way after it all, any-
ways?). I simply felt angry, almost
as if I were grieving. But, griev-
ing what? Santa Claus, someone
who I had never met? Or the idea
behind it all?

I'll tell you how the follow-
ing Christmas morning went.

I still woke up, flutters in my
stomach. Golden light still seep-
ing through the windows. Mom’s
makeup-less face, Dad’s trash bag.
The gifts were still there. Cecelia,
and all her dresses (because I had
an obsession over American Girl
Dolls), and Nancy Drew books,
and so much more. It was all the
same, with the giant glaring dif-
ference, but it was all there. And
for all the years after that, it was
still there. The magical Christmas
Eves, that morning feeling.

There’s only two people I can
thank for this, really. My parents.
My mom and dad have spent
years making Christmas the most
perfect holiday.

My father is a paramedic for
Baltimore City and could have
spent so many Christmases at
work, but in my twenty-one years
of life, he has never missed a sin-
gle December 25th with me (and
he wont be missing my twen-
ty-second Christmas, either). He
works tirelessly and effortlessly to
afford such amazing gifts and time
with us. He is the hardest worker
I know, and I never appreciated
this as a child. I wrote to Santa; I
thanked Santa.

And my mother. She works
tirelessly, too—making Christ-
mas cookies, decorating our entire
house, moving the coffee table in
the living room so we have more
space for presents. For twelve
years she has still been playing
Santa; she crafts each Christmas
so it is perfect, like I am seven
again, even though I am well over
that age, even though that’s not
how life is anymore. But it’s beau-
tiful, the way she created a child-
hood that I am eternally thankful
for. The way she replicates it every
year. She is the reason I have my
American Girl Dolls. She is the

reason | think of magic when I
drink eggnog or smell the Christ-
mas tree. But as a child, I wrote to
Santa, and thanked Santa, too.

I don’t think the idea of Santa is
bad. In fact, I think it is import-
ant that children have this very
first heartbreak, so they feel an
even greater love and thankfulness
for their parents. To make Christ-
mas magical is difficult. There are
so many challenges and hardships
in the world, that creating magic
seems pointless.

I know that when I'm old, I
would give anything to be where
I am, right now. To still have
Christmases with my parents and
sister, to still spend it with my
family. To write thank-you notes
to Mom and Dad, rather than

Santa—because even though I’ll
never get back those years where
I believed in a flying sleigh and
reindeer and presents through the
chimney, I'll also never get back
the years of consciousness and
gratefulness and having everyone
right here, right now. That is the
beauty of Christmas.

So thank you, Mom and Dad,
for all the Christmases of the past
and present. I hope to make the
ones of the future just as special.
Thank you for moving the living
room coffee table, for baking extra
cookies, for Cecile the American

Girl Doll.

16 read other articles by Claire Doll,
visit the Authors section of Walkers-
ville.net.

10524 Liberty Road,
Frederick

301-898-3181
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Saturday - 12-10 p.m.
Sunday - 12-89 p.m.

Open All Year Round!
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ARTS

A Christmas Carol returns to the Ma]estlc Theater

he beloved Totem Pole Play-

house production continues
its holiday family tradition! The
Caledonia Theatre Company,
in association with Gettysburg
Community Theatre, will pres-
ent the Totem pole playhouse
original adaptation of A Christ-
mas Carolby Carl Schurr & Wil
Love opening December 8, at
7:30 pm at Gettysburg’s Majes-
tic Theater.

First produced at Chambers-
burg Central School in 1987,
this beautiful adaptation iscel-
ebrating its 35th Anniversary.
The production will run with
limited performances through
Dec. 17th. Over 30 performers,
young and old, will grace the
stage as a myriad of characters.
The production will be directed
by Producing Artistic Director,
David Hemsley Caldwell.

Returning in the coveted role
of Ebenezer Scrooge is William
Eissler. Richard Sautter of Get-

tysburg will portray Jacob Mar-
ley, Scrooge’s deceased business
partner and the three spirits tak-
ing Scrooge on his joumey of
redemption will be portrayed by
Ariabella Dimino (The Ghost of
Christmas Past), Sam Little (The
Ghost of Christmas Present)
and Lute Lyman (The Ghost of
Christmas Future).

Bob Cratchit, Scrooge’s kind,
underpaid and under-appreci-
ated employee, is porkayed by
Geb6ysburg  University profes-
sor Christopher Kauffrnan. His
real-life daughters, Mia and
Phoebe Kauffman will join each
other on stage as Belinda and
Martha Cratchit. Also taking
their places around Cratchit’s
sparsely laid but abundantly lov-
ing Christmas table are Donovan
Ohler (Matthew), Jasper Wake-
field (Peter) and their beloved
Tiny Tim shared by Larkin
Bucher and Liam Spang. Taylor

Whidden once again serves as

Bob’s loving & protective wife,
Mrs. Cratchit. Adam Wennick
will take on the role of Fred,
Scrooge’s faithful and patient
nephew, Catherine Blaine of
Gettysburg will play Mrs. Fezzi-
wig and Belle will be portrayed
by Bailey Hovermale.

Once again the show will be
a family affair with siblings and
multiple
each other on the stage. McCo-
nnellsburg brothers, Elliott and
Jasper Wakefield, both appear in
this year’s production. This will
mark Elliott’s 8th annual per-
formance in A Christmas Carol
as a Caroler and Dick Wilkins.
Jasper will once again play Peter
Cratchit. Emily Windover joins
husband Chris Kauffrnan and
daughters Phoebe and Mia
onstage as the Charity Woman
and the Laundress.

Chambersburg
brother and sister Liam and

Alice Spang, mother and daugh-

generations joining

natives,

Totem Pole Playhouse continues its holiday family tradition with its original
adaptation of A Christmas Carol at Gettysburg's Majestic Theater. First produced
in 1987, this beautiful adaptation is celebrating its 35th Anniversary.

ter Laura and Emmeline Spon-
seller and brothers Thomas and
Michael Barra will also grace the
stage this year.

The show will be performed
December 8, 9, 15, 16 & 17 at
7:30 p.m. December 10 & 16th
at 2 p.m. Student Matinees also
available by calling the Totem Pole

Box Office at 717 -352-2164.

10 purchase tickets call the Magestic The-
ater Box Office at 717 -337 -8200 or
purchase online at the Majestic Theater
website www. getrysburgmagestic.org.

Student Matinees also available by
calling the Totem Pole Box Office @
T171-352-2164.

Bundle Dyeing at the FAC Art Center

undle Dyeing with Kristin

Arzt at the FAC Art Cen-
ter will be taking place Thursday,
Dec 7th, at 5:30 p.m. at the FAC
Art Center at 5 2nd St, Frederick.
The workshop is $65 to register
with a $15 materials fee.

Learn the beautiful art of bun-
dle dyeing and eco-printing with
plants! In this class, you will gain
an understanding of how to work
with natural dyes as you work
with whole plants to create col-
ors and patterns on fiber. Kristen
Arzt will cover an introduction
to natural dye plants and differ-

ent types of fabric. Participants
will work with natural dyestuffs
including food scraps, fresh and
dried flowers, locally foraged
leaves, and more.

Participants will also learn how
to bundle dye on silk and cotton,
including how to prepare the fabric,
place the dyestuffs, create organic
patterns, both improvisational and
intentional printmaking on cloth,
wrap the fabric, and steam the fab-
ric on a stovetop. At the end of the
class attendees will leave with three
dyed projects, including a cotton
bandana and silk scarf.

Kristin Arztis a natural dyer,
educator, gardener, and designer
based in Maryland. She has
served on the board of Local
Cloth and been involved in
Fibersheds across the country,
from Northern California, to the
Mid-Atlantic, to the Blue Ridge
Mountains. By exploring the col-
lision of textiles, plants, and sus-
tainability, her goal is to help
make the study of natural dyes
accessible to everyone through
education and enthusiasm.

When not teaching in- person
and online courses, Kristin grows

her own seasonal dye plants at
home for closer experimentation;
often sharing seeds and sprouts
with students.
enamored with the world of natural

After becoming

color, she has taken years to expand
her toolkit, traveling far and wide
to learn directly with specialized
teachers in the dye community.
She has studied with Catharine
Ellis, Joy Boutrup, Kathy Hattori,
and many more amazing instruc-
tors, and assisted Yoshiko Wada
and Tomoko Torimaru.

Register at Eventbrite.com and
search “Frederick Arts Council.”

The Frederick Arts Council
invests in a vibrant and cohesive
arts community for the people
of Frederick County. The orga-
nization fosters an environment
where the arts flourish in the
community through grants and
scholarships, arts advocacy, and
links to essential resources. FAC
is responsible for large-scale pro-
gramming such as the Frederick
Festival of the Arts, Sky Stage,
Frederick Public Art Initiative,
Artist Studios, Art in the Park,
and Arts in Education grants.
For information about
the Frederick Arts Council, visit
www.frederickartscouncil.org.

more

Celebrates

very year Way Off Broad-
way brings a brand new
Christmas production to the

the holiday season with Way Off Broadway

stage, making it the perfect
place to celebrate the holidays
with family and friends. The

most joyous time of the year,
the magic of the season makes
anything possible. Always

the most popular of the year,
blending songs and music from
Christmases past and present,

Grve the gift of music/
Surprise your loved ones this Christmas
with a gift that will last a lifetime!
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Over 90 pianos
in stock and

on sale!
New ~ Pre-owned ~ Digital

P

301-898-3245 |

Call & schedule your Christmas gift delivery!
We also carry Acoustic & Electric Guitars,
Basses as well as Ukuleles, Guitar Amps,

Pedals and more!

I*:Zmn‘uar;ﬁamh‘hc;;:-..m'r'u
12049 Woodsboro Pike, New Midway
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Petrella Planeo S+uddio

Erin Petrella, B.A. Music, SPC

Piano Teacher, Accompanist, & Organist
Accepting students / clients for piano lessons,
accompanying, & religious services / events,

Thurmont & Hagerstown
(610) 984-5075
https://petrellapianostudio.com/contact/
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the show is perfect for the entire
family.

Taking to the stage in this sea-
son’s holiday offering are Liz-
zie Bartlett, Betsey Whitmore
Brannen, Paul M. Cabell, Jarod
Glou, Bob Gudauskas, Becca
Mills, Wil Spaeth, and Megan
Elizabeth West.

Jingle Jingle All the Way
runs November 25th through
December 23rd, with perfor-
mances are every Friday and
Saturday evening, and matinees
on the 1st, 3rd, and 5th Sun-
day of each month. Tickets
on a Friday evening or Sunday
afternoon are $55 per person;
on Saturday evening, tickets
are $59. Tickets may be pur-
chased by calling the theatre’s
Box Office at 301-662-6600.

1o learn more about Jingle Jingle
All the Way, or any of the shows
in Way Off Broadways upcoming
30th Anniversary Season includ-
ing Agatha Christies A Mur-
der is Announced, Diana — The
Musical, Tootsie, Anastasia, or
Christmas Chronicles, visit wwuw.

wayoffbroadway.com.
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COOKING

Taking smaller bites

Sonya Verlaque

ow that we have 3 small kids we

are not “New Years Eve” people.
We were also shift workers for a long
time (he a firefighter and I worked in
healthcare), so often our holidays were
not celebrated on the actual day. I do
love getting dressed up once in awhile
for a party, and I love appetizers. They
are my favorite part of a wedding or
party; orata restaurant - [ would always
choose tapas. One bite or a small plate
of everything on the menu. So, in
honor of the kick off of winter party
season, here are some appetizers you
can serve or bring to holiday parties,
before or after new years.

Caprese Bites

I feel like all I eat over the holidays is
carbs, at least this has a vegetable in it,
where you can feel like you ate some
sort of nutrition. If you arrange them
on a round platter, you can make a
wreath and its easy to bring to any
party. All of theses elements can be
made ahead of time also and refriger-
ated until you pull them out.

Ingredients:

Balsamic Glaze (you can also buy
this in the store, it is also very good)

1 1/2 cups balsamic vinegar

3 tbss brown sugar

1 tsp of vanilla

Salad:

12 ounces grape tomatoes (or cherry
tomatoes)

10 ounces fresh cherry-sized bocco-
ncini (mozzarella) balls

2 tbss olive oil

Handful fresh basil leaves

flaked sea salt and ground pepper,

o season

Preparation Directions: To make the
glaze: Combine the vinegar and sugar
in a small saucepan. Cook while stir-
ring over low heat for 4-5 minutes, or
until sugar has dissolved. Increase heat
to medium setting and bring to a boil.
Reduce heat to low and allow to sim-
mer for 8-10 minutes, or until reduced
by one-third and thickened like syrup.

For the salad: Wash and dry the toma-
toes. Pull basil leaves from stems and
wash and dry: Drain the mozzarella balls.
Skewer the tomato, then a basil leaf, fol-
lowed by a mozzarella ball. If the basil
leave if large you may wrap it around a
tomato to skewer it, or fold it. Arrange
them all on a platter; and you can make a
wreath shape with space to put the bowl
of balsamic. Drizzle with olive oil and sea-
son with salt and pepper. Garnish with
any additional basil left over:

To serve, place the bowl of balsamic
glaze in the centre of the wreath, or you
can drizzle it on top, if you dont make
a circular shape.

Mongolian Glazed Meatballs

These are easy to place in a large warmer
or crockpot and perfect for toothpicks.
They are also not spicy; so child friendly.
This is from cafe delites, but I use apple
cider vinegar because Shaoxing wine is
not always easy to find.

Ingredients:
Meatballs
2 pounds ground beef

3/4 cup Panko or breadcrumbs
2 eggs

2 tbs low sodium soy sauce

1 tbs Shaoxing (Chinese) wine or
apple cider vinegar or rice wine vinegar

1 tbs minced garlic

1 teaspoon minced ginger

1 cup thinly-sliced or chopped green
onions (4 green onions)

Kosher salt and pepper , to taste

Mongolian glaze

1 teaspoon sesame oil

4 dloves (or 1 tbs) garlic, minced

V5 tbs minced ginger

14 cup low sodium soy sauce

%5 cup water

1/2 cup brown sugar

2 tbs hoisin sauce

1 tbs oyster sauce

1 tbs ground white pepper (or ¥5-1
tbs red chilli / powder)

Preparation: Preheat oven to
200°C | 400°FE Make the meat-
balls: Mix together all of the meat-
ball ingredients in a large bowl until
well-combined. Spoon out 1-inch
of meat mixture with a cookie scoop
(or tbs), shape into balls and place
onto 2 large baking sheets or trays
lined with baking or parchment
paper or foil. It should make about
60 mini meatballs. Bake for 10-12
minutes, or until golden browned
and cooked through.

While the meatballs are bak-
ing, make your sauce. Heat a
non-stick pan or skillet over medi-
um-high heat. Whisk ALL of the
sauce ingredients together in the
pan until well blended. Bring to
a simmer and continue cooking
until sauce thickens, while stirring
occasionally to prevent burning or
sticking on the bottom of the pan
(about 8 minutes).

When meatballs have finished cook-
ing, add half of the meatballs into the
pan and gently coat each meatball gen-
erously and evenly in the sauce. Trans-
fer the glazed meatballs to a serving dish
or tray (or keep warm in a small crock-
pot) with a slotted spoon and add in
the remaining non-coated meatballs to
the sauce. Coat and transfer to serving
dish. Sprinkle with sesame seeds and
sliced green onions (if desired), and serve
warm with toothpicks or mini forks.

During my time in pastry school,
I learned a very important secret. |
always wanted to do everything the
hard and labor intensive way. And
there is a great benefit to learning the
process, croissants definitely made
me question my life choices, a semes-
ter of artisan breads was so interest-
ing and I can make some great bagels
now. But here is the secret: the frozen
pastries at the grocery store are fine.
Are they amazing? No, but they are
fine. It is ok to buy a piecrust when

you are short on time. Puff pastry?
Please, don't spend days folding and
chilling butter.

Puff Pastry Cheese Twists

This uses the frozen puff pastry and the
only prep is defrosting it. Kids will also
be happy to help you twist and bake and
then eat this cheesy bread. The main
way these wont work, is if your oven

isntfully preheated the pastry wont puff.

10 read other cooking articles, visit the
Authors section of Walkersville.net.

Ingredients:

1 sheet of puff pastry

1/3 cup cheddar cheese, shredded
V4 cup parmesan, shaved

2 tsp garlic, crushed

1 tsp oregano

1 large egg, beaten

V2 tsp salt

Preparation: Preheat an oven to
220°C (430°F). In a bowl, mix the
shredded cheese, grated parmesan,
garlic, salt, and oregano. Using a pas-
try brush, brush the beaten egg across
the puff pastry. Place the cheese mix
over half of the puff pastry sheet. Fold
the pastry in half and brush with some
beaten egg. Place the rest of the cheese
mix over the half. Cut the pastry into 1
cm (1/2 inch) wide strips, use a sharp
knife or a pizza cutter. Twist the strips
slighdly and place onto an oven tray
lined with baking paper. Repeat untl
you have done all the strips. Using a
pastry brush, lighdy brush the twists
with the egg. Place into the preheated
oven and cook for about 15 minutes
or until golden brown. Once golden
browned, remove and allow to cool.
Serve & Enjoy.

Christmas Cookies to
Put You in the Holiday Mood!

Candy Cane Cookies

Soft buttery cookies coated in crushed
candy canes & drizzled in white choc-
olate. Candy Cane Cookies are the
perfect complement to hot chocolate,
by a warm fire. Also, a colorful addi-
tion to Santas plate!

Ingredients

1%2 cups sugar

V5 cup butter softened

14 cup shortening

2 eggs

2% cups all-purpose flour
2 tsps cream of tartar

1 tsp baking soda

V4 tsp salt

Topping
V4 cup crushed candy cane crumbs
1/4 cup melted white chocolate

Instructions

Heat oven to 400°F. Line bak-

Caprese Bites

ing trays with parchment paper,
set aside.

Place crushed candy canes in a
small bowl & set aside.

Cream together 12 cups sugar,
the butter, shortening and eggs in
large bowl.

Mix together dry ingredients. Stir
into wet ingredients.

Shape dough into 1%-inch balls.
Dip 1/2 of each ball in the crushed
candy canes.

Place 2 inches apart on baking
sheets.

Bake 8 to 10 minutes or until set.
Cool 2-3 minutes, then transfer to
a wire rack.

Drizzle each cooled cookie with
the melted white chocolate & then
sprinkle with additional candy cane
crumbs

Kris Kringle Crinkles
Festively-colored sugar cookies, with
atouch of mint. Rolled in powdered
sugar, these cookies will remind you
of the snowflakes that are blowing
outside as you enjoy these delicious
treats, warm and cozy inside!

Ingredients

1 cup Butter (softened)

15 cups Granulated Sugar

2 Eggs

1 tsp Vanilla

1 tsp Peppermint Extract (or
Almond, Lemon or Mint)

145 tsps Baking Soda

3 cups Flour (all-purpose)

Powdered Sugar

Instructions

Cream the butter and sugar until
completely combined. Add in eggs,
vanilla and peppermint extract and
mix until the dough is fluffy.

Add in the Baking Soda.

Mix in the flour, a third at a time.

Split into two portions and color
one red and one green.

Refrigerate the dough for 2 hours.

Roll dough into balls then roll in
powdered sugar.

Bake in a 350-degree oven for

9-10 minutes.

10 read other cooking articles, visit
the Authors section of Walkers-

ville. net.

Walkersville

K
-
mﬂde Valley Food Bﬂnh

21 West Frederick Street, 1 gvib2 1 w@gmail.com

301-845-4229

Monday: 6:30-7:30 p.m. and Thursday: 1-3 p.m.

U.S. Route 15 - 15036 N. Franklinville Rd.
301-271-2737

Fuji, Stayman, Pink Lady, Gala,
Granny Smith, Golden Delicious,
Ever Crisp & Crimson Crisp Apples

Bosc & Seckel Pears
Kale, Turnips, Sweet & White Potatoes
Apple Cider & Apple Cider Donuts

Fresh Baked Fruit Pies
Jams, Jellies & Honey
Local Crafts

Open Daily 9a.m. -5 p.m.

www. catoctinmountainorchard.com
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ASTRONOMY

The night sky of December

Professor Wayne Wooten

e last quarter moon is on Decem-
ber 6th. The waning crescent
moon passes just south of Venus (watch
both in broad daylight after sunrise!) on
December 9th. The new moon is on
December 12th; four months until total-
ity on April 8th! The waxing crescent
will set well before midnight on Decem-
ber 13th, the peak for perhaps the best
annual meteor shower, the Geminids.
The meteors come out of Gemini in the
NE, and while there may be more after
midnight, there tend be to quite a few in
the evening as well, and the faint crescent
will not interfere even then.

The crescent passes below Saturn
on December 17th, and the first quar-
ter moon is December 19th. The win-
ter solstice occurs on December 21st
at 10:27 to begin winter, and this is
our shortest day. The waxing gib-
bous moon passes just left of Jupiter
on December 22nd; with dear after-
noon skies, can you spot Jupiter naked
eye before sunset, using the moon as a
guide? The Full, or Yule Moon, is the
day after Christmas this year.

Mercury and Venus both are mom-
ing stars, with Mercury climbing higher
in the SE dawn as the year ends, to reach
greatest western elongation in January.
The pair will be closest on the morning
of January 12th, when they make a strik-
ing alignment with Mars below them,
now emerging from behind the Sun.

Jupiter is well placed for evening
viewing in Aries, dominating the east-
ern sky at dusk, and Saturn is getting
lower in the SW in Aquarius. Observe
all four giants now, as Uranus (Aries)
and Neptune (Aquarius) are also visible

Imagine you could go back in time 4.6 billion years and take a picture of our Sun
just as it was being born. What would it look like? Well, you can get a clue from
this glorious new image acquired by the James Webb Space Telescope. Towards
the centre of this object, called HH212, is a star coming into existence that is
probably no more than 50,000 years old. The scene would have looked much the
same when our Sun was a similar age. Physics suggests those dramatic outflows
of gas are the means by which the nascent star regulates its birthing.

in binoculars. Nor seen is Comet Hal-
ley. This month it is at aphelion, out-
side the orbit of Neptune; by January; it
heads sunward again, to arrive with the
naked eyes in the dawn skies of June
2061. At its best that August, it will
be ten times brighter than it appeared
back in 1986. Something to live for!
Here is the striking conjunction of it,
Venus, and the crescent moon on the
evening of August 18, 2061.

The square of Pegasus dominates
the western sky. South of it are the
watery constellations of Pisces (the
fish), Capricorn (Sea Goat), Aquarius
(the Water Bearer) with Saturn now,
and Cetus (the Whale). Below Aquar-
ius is Fomalhaut, the only first mag-
nitude star of the southern fall sky. It
marks the mouth of Pisces Austra-
lius, the Southern Fish.
an ideal ap for learning the constella-
tions, download “Nocturne” for Apple
phones, and mount it on a tripod for
2’ exposures of the sky, which you can

then annotate with star names, constel-

If you want

THE OLDE TOWNE
RESTAURANT, LLC

Open for

indoor dining!

wmerican (rwmed
& Crperated

Carry-out Available

200 M, Second St., Woodshoro

Thurs. - Sun. 7 a.m. - 2 p.m.
(Closed Mon.,

Tues. & Wed.)
- 301-898-5686

BUILDER

1 South Main Street, Woodsboro

Joal Rensbarger. Cranar

MHICH 42861617 = MHEBRE®R GGF T
W coranrabergentuider, com

301-370-4042

Custom Homes
Historic Restorations
Major Home Remodels

FrederickCustomHomes.com

lation lines, and even the mythological
figures. Makes the sky come alive.

The constellation Cassiopeia makes
a striking W in the N'W. She contains
many nice star dusters for binocular
users in her outer arm of our Milky Way,
extending to the NE now. Her daugh-
ter, Andromeda, starts with the NE cor-
ner star of Pegasus” Square, and goes NE
with two more bright stars in a row. It
is from the middle star, beta Androm-
eda, that we proceed about a quarter the
way to the top star in the W of Cassio-
peia, and look for a faint blur with the
naked eye. M-31, the Andromeda Gal-
axy; is the most distant object visible with
the naked eye, lying about 2.5 million
light years distant.

Overhead is Andromedas hero, Per-
seus, rises. Perseus contains the famed
eclipsing binary star Algol, where the
Arabs imagined the eye of the gorgon
Medusa would lie. It fades to a third its
normal brightess for six out of every

70 hours, as a larger but cooler orange
giant covers about 80% of the smaller
but hotter and thus brighter compan-
ion as seen from Farth. This method
of observing changes in a star’s bright-
ness when another body (even a planet!)
eclipses it is a very powerful tool in find-
ing stars sizes, shapes (tidal distortion of
Algol was confirmed by my master’s the-
sis at Gainesville), and exoplanets.

Look at Perseus’ feet for the famed
Pleiades dluster; they lie about 400
light years distant, and over 250 stars
are members of this fine group. East of
the seven sisters is the V of stars marking
the face of Taurus the Bull, with bright
orange Aldebaran as his eye. The V of
stars is the Hyades cluster;, older than
the blue Pleiades, but about half their
distance. Their appearance in Novem-
ber in dlassical times was associated
with the stormy season, when frail sail-
ing ships stayed in port. Aldebaran is
not a member of the Hyades, but about
twice as dose as the Hyades; distances
in astronomy can be deceiving, Usually
the brighter objects are closer, but excep-
tionally luminous objects, like Rigel in
Orion, may be over 2,000 light years
distant yet still first magnitude.

Yellow Capella, a giant star the same
temperature and color as our much
smaller Sun, dominates the overhead
sky: It is part of the pentagon on stars
making up Auriga, the Charioteer. Sev-
eral nice binocular Messier open dusters
are found in the winter milky way here.
FEast of Auriga, the twins, Castorand Pol-
lux highlight the Gemini. UWF alumni
can assodiate the pair with Jason and the
Golden Fleece legend, for they were the
first two Argonauts to sign up on his
crew of adventurers.

South of Gemini, Orion is the most
familiar winter constellation, dominat-
ing the eastern sky at dusk. The reddish
supergiant Betelguese marks his east-
em shoulder, while blue-white super-
giant Rigel stands opposite on his west
knee. Just south of the belt, hanging like
a sword downward, is M42, the Great
Nebula of Orion, an outstanding bin-
ocular and telescopic stellar nursery. It is
part of a huge spiral arm gas doud, with
active starbirth all over the place.

Something very special will happen
to Betelgeuse on the evening of Decem-
ber 11ch. AT 8:17 p.m., observers in
Key West should see this bright star fade
greatly for a few seconds. The small
main best asteroid Leona will cover
(some!) of the huge surface of this red
supergiant, one of the biggest in the
galaxy. So this will, like last October
14th, be an annular edlipse, where the
dark body does go through the center
of the star, but is NOT big enough to
cover it completely. You will probably
hear a lot more about this unique event
in days ahead. For us, too far north,
justa close miss, alas.

Lastbut certainly notleast, in the east
rise the hunter’s two faithful compan-
ions, Canis major and minor. Procyon
is the bright star in the litte dog, and
rises minutes before Sirius, the bright-
est star in the sky. Sirius dominates the
SE sky by 7 p.m. and as it rises, the tur-
bulent winter air causes it to sparkle
with shafts of spectral fire. Beaudful as
the twinkling appears to the naked eye,
for astronomers this means the image
is blurry; only in space can we truly see
“clearly now”. At 8 light years distance,
Sirius is the closest star we can easily see

with the naked eye

Farmers’ Almanac

“Christmas is a season for kindling
the fire for hospitality in the hall,
the genial flame of charity in the
heart.”

~Washington Irving (1802-1882)

Mid-Atdlantic Weather Watch: Dry
and milder at first, then turning breezy
and colder with rain east and snow
west (1,2, 3,4, 5); seasonably cold and
dry, then breezy with light snow (6, 7,
8,9, 10); dry, turning milder, then rain,
possibly mixed with wet snow west
(11, 12, 13, 14, 15); dry and mild at
first, then showers, turning breezy and
cooler (16, 17, 18, 19, 20); 21-26 sea-
sonably mild with periods of rain (21,
22,23, 24,25, 26); dry, turning cooler
but more seasonable; flurries possible
west (27, 28, 29, 30, 31).

Severe Weather Watch: The Town
and Country Almanack sees no severe
weather in December’s forecast.

Full Moon: December's full moon falls
on the 26th. It has been appropriately
called Cold Moon by many Native
American tribe (because of the lower
temperatures  during the month!).
Many other tribes noticed beavers scur-
rying to finish their dams and lodges
before the lakes and ponds begin to
ice over, so they called it Ice-Forming
Moon And Beaver Moon.

Special Notes: The Winter Solstice of
2023 will occur on Thursday, Decem-

ber 21st. Remember that The Alma-
nack makes a great gift, one that keeps
giving throughout the entire year! Go
to www.almanack.com/order, order
a holiday copy or two (or three or
four!), and check out the new digital
version available on-line at a price that
will surely entice! And dont forget to
include a nifty the Almanack knows
which way the wind blows! sweatshirt
or tee under the tree. Go to www.bon-
fire.com/the-almanack-knows, check
out the styles and colors, and order
one today.

Holidays: Advent Sunday falls on
the 3rd in 2023. Hanukkah begins
at sunset on Thursday, December
7th, celebrate Christmas on Mon-
day, December 25th, and Kwanzaa,
on Tuesday, December 26th. Cel-
ebrate and share the holiday spirit
with family and friends and try to
keep that joyful and giving spirit alive
throughout the coming year! Every-
one here at The Town & Country
Almanack wishes everyone the hap-
piest of holidays and again, pledges
to its loyal readers (and followers on
social media!) to continue to inform,
inspire, and entertain as it has done
for the past 228 years! New Year’s Eve
falls on Sunday, December 31st. For
a safe, family-oriented evening of fun,
food, and entertainment on the very
first night of the year, go to www.first-
night.com/cities to find a First Night

Celebration nearest you.

The Garden: If you need holiday
greenery, grab your shears and head for
the back yard. If you are lucky; you will
have a variety of boxwoods, yew, fir, or
a variety of pine trees to choose from. If
you ate really lucky, you may even have
a holly tree! A live Christmas tree is still
a tradition in some homes. Check its
freshness by tapping the branches.
Very few needles should fall. Stroke the
branches to make sure the needles are
resilient and not brittle, have an aro-
matic fragrance, and good green color
for the species. Before bringing the tree
indoors, cut l-inch off the bottom
before placing in the water receptacle,
and fill it with %2 cup regular 7-up plus
1 quart water or tree.

The Farm: Best for planting root
crops (7, 8); weeding and stirring the
soil (2, 3); planting above-ground
crops (1, 18, 19); harvesting all crops
(20, 21); the best days for setting hens
and incubators (1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 20, 21,
22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30,
31); the slaughtering and butchering
of meat (12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18);
transplanting (112, 13, 14, 15, 16,
17, 18); the weaning of all small ani-
mals and livestock (11, 12, 13, 14, 15,
16,17,18,19); 1, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25,
206), 27, 28); harvesting and storing
grains (5, 6,7, 8,9, 10, 11).

J. Gruber’s Thought For
Today’s Living

“The thought that goes into the giv-
ing of a gift 1o a friend or loved one,
is 50 much more important than

the value of the gift irself”
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FITNESS & HEALTH

A special Christmas list!

Linda Stultz it could make their day much better.
Certified Fitness Trainer Loneliness is big problem for older peo-
ple or those who just dont have family o
ach year people ask you fora Christ-  look in on them.

list so they have an idea what I have told you many ways the gift

you would like for Christmas. This  of time and visits can help others buc it
year how about surprising them with @ can also make a big difference in your
list of time they could spend with you  own life. Sharing time, talk, experences
and things you could do together. Peo-  and yourself with others also improves
ple say it's not the gift that counts, its the  your health. People are social beings
thought. That can be so true with fam-  and in today’s world contact with other

ily and friends. Most people have the
things they need and sometimes gifts
end up being something that gets put
in the doset and never used. The gift
of time is something that will be greatdy
appreciated now and always remem-
bered in the future.

I remember when my sons were in
school some years the teachers would
have them assemble a coupon book for
Mother’s Day or Father's Day or some
other holiday. They would write down
on a coupon what they would do for
us. Sometimes it was wash the dishes or
rake leaves or give us a hug each day for
amonth. [ always extended that coupon
with a no expiration date.

This may be the year that you would
like o show family and friends how
much they mean to you be setting aside
time to visit or spend helping them with
something. Of course, buying gifts are
the tradition at Christmas dme but time
and help may be a gift they will treasure
even more.

I know being with family can some-
times be challenging. Maybe this can
be a way to get closer and get to know
people better. Giving the gift of dme is
not only for our family but can also be
extended to neighbors, friends, and
acquaintances. Just a visit to your neigh-
bor that doesn’t get out much can mean
a big difference to them. They may not
have the chance to talk with people and

people is becoming less and less. Exer-
cise, healthy eating, meditation are all
important to keep us in the best health
we can be but sharing help and time
with other people is right up there with
these things. Maybe commiting to visit
someone a day each week will get you
and them out of the house for a walk.
Maybe you can share a healthy meal
with them and try new food. Finding
away to share time with someone else
could not only be the answer for them,
but for you too.

This year Christmas could be the
beginning of a special experience for
you, your family and friends to discover
a way to be healthy in body and soul. I
always tell you to keep moving and that
not only means physically but mentally
and socially too. Getting and staying
healthy means taking care of all parts of
our being, When one part is not up to its

best the other areas are affected too.

I hope this gives you something to
think about this holiday season when
trying to figure out what to get some-
one for Christmas or what to tell some-
one you would like for Christmas. You
could share this idea with your chil-
dren or grandchildren. It would make
you happy and give you time to be with
them more. If you have any ideas to
share, I would like to hear them. You can
contact me at 717-334-6009. Merry
Christmas and Happy Holidays!
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ﬁ LOTS OF COOL STUFF
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barnwood, old windows, lumber, live edge,
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"%y \Catoctin Dental
> Providing convenient, comfortable,

New Patients Welcome!
10 Water St., Thurmont

(301) 271-2811
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Meil H Feldman, DDS * Richard B Love, DDS

and exceptional patient care!

Family Preventive Care » Implants * Root Canals = Fillings * Crowns * Bridges
Routine Oral Surgery * Cleaning and Periodontal Care = Invisalign® = Dentures

If it’s urgent,
don’t wait.

Frederick Health Urgent Care treats patients with non-emergency
medical conditions with no appointment or referral required.

Visit an Urgent Care:

Frederick Health Urbana
3430 Worthington Blvd
240-566-7300

Frederick Health Toll House
501 W 7th St
301-698-8374

Frederick Health Brunswick
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Frederick Health Emmitsburg
16403 Old Emmitsburg Rd
240-566-7310

Learn more | frederickhealth.org/UrgentCare
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COMMUNITY NOTES

Community comes out to pay trlbute to local veterans

The Town of Walkersville hon-
ored their local veterans on the
Sunday before Veterans' Day this year,
coming together for a service planned
by the Walkersville Veterans' Com-
mittee at Memorial Park. In spite of
the cold, nearly 200 residents gath-
ered at the corner of Pennsylvania
Avenue and Main Street, filling all the
chairs set out by staff and forming a
crowd around the memorial.

Kathy Sixx of the Walkersville Vet-
erans Committee began the event
with a warm welcome. She acknowl-
edged all the veterans in the audience.

Following the wreath laying, Bill
Buder introduced the guest speaker,
Col. Fred Schumbkaer of Frederick.

Schumkaer dedicated his time
to recounting the abundant his-
tory behind Veterans’ Day. While it
was President Eisenhower who pro-
claimed November 11th as Veterans’
Day, its origins lay in the armistice,
or temporary cessation of hostilities,
between the Allied nations and Ger-

many that went into effect on the
eleventh hour of the eleventh day of
the eleventh month of 1918. For that
reason, November 11th, 1918, is gen-
erally regarded as the end of “the war
to end all wars.”

On November 11th, 1919, Pres-
ident Wilson proclaimed the first
commemoration of Armistice Day
with the following words: “To us in
America, the reflections of Armistice
Day will be filled with solemn pride
in the heroism of those who died in
the country’s service and with grati-
tude for the victory, both because of
the thing from which it has freed us
and because of the opportunity it has
given America to show her sympathy
with peace and justice in the councils
of the nations...”

The original concept for the cele-
bration was for a day observed with
parades and public meetings and a
brief suspension of business begin-
ningat 11 a.m.

Congress officially recognized the

Commissioners Gilbert & Baker shake hands with veteran Dick Brady.

symbolism of day when it passed
a concurrent resolution on June 4,
1926, with these words:

“Whereas the 11th of November
1918, marked the cessation of the

most destructive, sanguinary, and
far reaching war in human annals
and the resumption by the peo-
ple of the United States of peace-

ful relations with other nations,
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¢ fpm-Midnight
. Join us to Welcome 2024 )

LOCATION: Union Bridge Fire Company Carnival Grounds
8 West Locust 5t

*“** INDOOR/OUTDOOR EVENT ***
* Live Band - "Cashiown”®
A"
*FREE Arcodes
* Midnight Ornoment Hise
* 20 Minute Fireworks Disploy
* Beer Gorden
* Hefreshments & Porty Fovors
Availoble for Purchose

s Enter to Win/

PASSPORTS AVAILABLE DECEMBER 1-31, 2023

T-Eleven, Esquire Liguors, Originals Pizeo, Haoir & Mow,
Buttersburg lnn, Union Bridge Gift Shop,
Linbeow's Railwoy Pub, Flood Zone, Uncle Mally's
FIRST CLASS | 5500 In Gift Cards (Stamps from o 10 Paticioating Busingssss)
BUSINESS CLASS | 5250 in Gift Cards (Stsnps from & Fa
PREMIUM ECOROMY CLASS | 5150 In Gift Cards {Stamps from 4 Parfcipsting Businosses)
ECOMOMY CLASS | 5100 in Gift Cards [Stamgs fram 2 Paelicipating Busineises)]

{2 randomly picked winners from each category]

8 CHANCES TD WIN!

Drawing to be held 12/31/23 @ 11:00 p.m.

FOLLOW US ON FACEBDOK:
OREAM BIG UNION BRIDGE EVENTS PAGE FOR

UPDATES & MORE INOFRMATION

\

FAMILY FRIENDLY
OUTDOOR EVENT
*NO PETS ALLOWED"

PLENTY OF PARKING
BRING YOUR

OWN CHAIRS

* Tip Jar Tickets Availoble for Furchose

DONATIONS ENCOURAGED & APPRECIATED

afing His ]

which we hope may never again
be severed, and “Whereas it is fit-
ting that the recurring anniversary
of this date should be commemo-
rated with thanksgiving and prayer
and exercises designed to perpet-
uate peace through good will and
mutual understanding  between
nations; and “Whereas the legisla-
tures of twenty-seven of our States
have already declared November 11
to be a legal holiday: Therefore be it
Resolved by the Senate (the House
of Representatives concurring), that
the President of the United States
is requested to issue a proclama-
tion calling upon the officials to dis-
play the flag of the United States
on all Government buildings on
November 11 and inviting the peo-
ple of the United States to observe
the day in schools and churches, or
other suitable places, with appropri-
ate ceremonies of friendly relations
with all other peoples.”

In 1938 it approved an act that
made November 11th, Armistice
Day, a legal holiday to honor Veterans
of World War 1.

In 1954, after World War II had
required the greatest mobilization of
soldiers, sailors, Marines and Airmen
in the Nation’s history; after Ameri-
can forces had fought aggression in
Korea, the 83rd Congess, at the urg-
ing of the Veterans service organiza-
tions, amended the Act of 1938 by
striking out the word “Armistice” and
inserting in its place the word “Veter-
ans.” With the approval of this legis-
lation on June 1st, 1954, November
11th became a day to honor Ameri-
can Veterans of all wars.

Veterans Day continues to be
observed on November 11th, regard-
less of what day of the week on which
it falls. The restoration of the obser-
vance of Veterans Day to November
11th not only preserves the historical
significance of the date, but also helps
focus attention on the important pur-
pose of Veterans Day: a celebration
to honor Americas veterans for their
patriotism, love of country, and will-
ingness to serve and sacrifice for the
common good.

At the condlusion of the ceremony,
Burgess Chad Weddle and the Town
Commissioners distributed tote bags
with the Walkersville Town seal on it
to each veteran by branch of military,
following which the crowd sang “God
Bless the USA” in unison.
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2] Give Your Child the Best Beginning
g in the New School Year!

Year-Round Child Care
) Pre-School ages 18 months — 5 years

School-Age ages 5 — 12 years
3 Before & After School Care with
E‘t‘ Transportation!

Child Care Scholarships/Vouchers
Readily Accepted!

Guarantee your [¥¥%
Spot now... "
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Walkersville Frederick

301-845-4984 301-662-3004

ﬁ Ages 18 months - 12 years or email
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LEARNING TREE EARLY LEARNING CENTERS
607 East D St., Before & After School Program earlylearningd@verizon.net

Brunswick of Brunswick Elumuntanr Visit our website at
301-834-7577 Brunswic k www.luvyourkids.net

Ages 2 - 5 years 301-834-7577 I ? .
Ages 5 - 12 years
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