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Exulting the importance of ideas and information  —Edward R. Murrow

The 6th Annual Gingerbread 
Fest and Holiday Mart will 

kick off the Christmas season 
on Friday, Dec. 4, from noon 
to 7 p.m. and Saturday, Dec. 5, 
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at Harris-
burg Area Community College’s 
(HACC) Gettysburg campus. 
This year’s Gingerbread celebra-
tion features handcrafted houses, 
people and other artistic creations 
by the young and old alike.  Cate-
gories include Business Challenge, 
School Challenge, Family and 
School Age, Amateur Baker and 
Individual Cookies. People come 
from near and far for the friendly 
competition and to vote for their 
favorites with quarters.

The Adams County Art Coun-
cil and the YWCA Gettysburg 
will present “Holiday Stories from 
Around the World” in the Fire-
place Room from 4:30 to 6:30 
p.m. Stories will be presented ev-
ery 15 minutes. There will be nu-
merous photos of holiday cloth-
ing, food, and traditions from all 
across the globe for families to 
view. 

A selected group of gingerbread 
houses will go to live auction on 
Friday evening along with the 
phenomenal “Ugly Sweater” con-
test - the winner of that competi-

Got gingerbread? 
tion will receive a $100 gift card 
from Scott & Co. Fine Jewelers. 
As well, the silent auction will 
continue both days, and Kitchen 
Craft Cookware will again be pro-
viding cooking demos throughout 
the day on Friday and Saturday. 
Light refreshments and cider will 
be available along with the holiday 
mart arts and crafts vendors. 

Santa Claus will settle in to have 
lively conversations with one and 
all on Saturday along with games 
and activities for the kids. There 
will be a wide array of arts and 
crafts vendors to choose from for 
those special holiday shopping 
needs. The voting will continue 
for the People’s Choice award – 
so don’t forget to bring your quar-
ters! 

Adams County Arts Council 
Executive Director Chris Glatfel-
ter said that a mother and daugh-
ter recently came into the Arts Ed-
ucation Center a few days ago to 
pick up an entry form -  “They 
were so excited, talking about 
what they wanted to do different-
ly this year with their gingerbread 
house.  A local business owner 
called to say that she and her staff 
were full of ideas for their first-
time entry. There’s a lot of excite-
ment building as this event draws 

closer.  We’re pleased to invite the 
community, free of charge, to en-
joy the houses and Holiday Mart 
and all the other activities we’re 
offering.  And, we’re certainly 
thankful for the volunteer com-
mittee, led by Beverly Grazulewicz 
and Lolly Polvinale, who are coor-
dinating the event which will help 
support the Arts Council’s classes 
and programs at our center.”

All proceeds from this two-day 
event will benefit the non-prof-

it Adams Council Arts Coun-
cil, with a generous contribution 
to HACC’s Student Emergen-
cy Assistance Fund. The Ginger-
bread Fest is generously sponsored 
by Kennie’s Market; all children’s 
activities are organized by “Just 
Kids” at Gettysburg Dental As-
sociates; and Goin’ Postal of Get-
tysburg sponsoring the Holiday 
Mart. For more information go to 
www.adamsarts.org or like us on 
Facebook.

And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, 
keeping watch over their flock by night.

And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone round about them: and they were sore afraid.

And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good 
tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people.

For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is 
Christ the Lord.

And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in 
swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host 
 praising God, and saying,

                  Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, 
                            good will toward men.

                                           Luke 2:8-14
The staff of the Emmitsburg News-Journal wishes all our readers the 
merriest of Christmases — Angela, Kathryn, Susan, Sarah, Brian, 
Sharon, Shannon, Ralph, Bill, Lindsay, Bill, Michael, Tim, Jack, 
Maryann, Kim, Jennifer, John, Mary, Brooke, Kathy, Katie, 
Lynn, Elizabeth, Sarah, Leeanne, Katie, Valerie, Lydia, Jack, 
Michael, Brian, Renee, Linda, Wayne, Ayse, Mike, and Julianna.

Gingerbread creations of all shapes and sizes will be on display at this 
year’s Gingerbread Fest in Gettysburg.
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Letter to the Editor

Comprehensive plan approved

Emmitsburg news brief . . .

It is with gratefulness and deep 
appreciation that I regularly re-

ceive and read your outstanding 
Emmitsburg News-Journal news-
paper.  Remarkable is the thor-
ough, in-depth variety of educa-
tive and informative articles that I 
highly value and find  in every edi-
tion.  Besides your very relevant 
news articles, I appreciate, enjoy 

and save articles and items of top-
ical interest to me - especially his-
torical and “how to” information.  

Being gardeners, political buffs, 
followers of the arts, my family and 
I easily find in each edition topics 
that importantly “hit home” with 
us: history, art, politics, health, 
hobbies, etc. Many of your educa-
tive articles regularly serve to fill in 

what I missed in my high school, 
college and graduate level educa-
tion.  I am especially thankful for 
the printed space in your commen-
tary section where, penning our 
opinions, we readers can exercise 
our blessed freedom of speech.

Please continue your great, suc-
cessful service to the entire com-
munity.

Gratefully,
Vincent J. Perticone
Taneytown

Citizens Advisory Committee 
Town Commissioner Joe Ritz, 
who serves as the town liaison 
to the Citizens Advisory Com-
mittee of Emmitsburg present-
ed some of the committee’s rec-
ommendations on opportunities 
to improve the quality of town 

Emmitsburg approved the 
town’s new comprehensive 

plan at the November 16 town 
meeting. The plan covers Em-
mitsburg’s goals for the future 
and the success the town has al-
ready had in economic develop-
ment, sustainable efforts, con-
nectivity, and infrastructure 
improvements. 

The new plan is the first re-
vision of the plan since 2009. 
The final revised version of the 
plan includes a description of ac-
tions taken to achieve the goals 
that were set in the original 2009 
plan, and the addition of new 
goals to be achieved in the next 
20 to 25 years.

The focus of new goals is on 
the broader aspects of the town. 
These include land use, water re-
sources, transportation, com-
munity facilities and services, 
sensitive environmental areas, in-

life at last month’s Town Coun-
cil meeting.    

Recommendations include 
controlling after-hour activity 
at the ball fields near Southgate; 
improving the communication of 
election date (this year’s turnout 
for town council election was ex-

frastructure capability, municipal 
revitalization and growth, fiscal 
health, and quality of life.

One of the key goals of the 
new version of the plan involves 
re-zoning in a residential area of 
town. The goal of the re-zoning 
is to change four residential prop-
erties in the East Main Street area 
of Emmitsburg from R-1 Resi-
dential Properties to B-1 Neigh-
borhood Commercial properties. 
This change would allow the res-
idents of said properties to open 
small businesses within property 
lines. 

The plan also identifies three 
projects to enhance existing pe-
destrian routes. These projects 
consist of the replacement of the 
Flat Run Bridge on East Main 
Street, scheduled to begin in the 
spring of 2016; the Square recon-
struction, scheduled to begin in 
the spring of 2017; and, the re-

ceptionally low and it causes con-
cern for the elections that are to 
come in future years.)

The committee also advised 
that Emmitsburg look into be-
coming a Main Street Communi-
ty.  A Main Street Manager would 
help bring events and business 
to the town and help determine 
what type of businesses should be 
in the town. Main Street Man-
agers from both Taneytown and 
Thurmont said they would be 
willing to give a presentation at 
a future town meeting to explain 
the program and its benefits.  

One of the concerns raised by 
the committee was the loss of 
businesses in the Town Square 
area. The committee proposed 
that some types of business-
es would be beneficial additions 

pair/replacement of the sidewalks 
on Main Street, scheduled to be-
gin the spring of 2016. 

In the comprehensive plan, the 
relationship between local and re-
gional factors that affect the lo-
cal economic and community de-
velopment is discussed. The new 
plan fuses efforts adopted by the 
region to improve resources and 
apply those ideas to the goals 
for the town.  For example, the 
town’s plan now incorporates el-
ements of the Frederick County’s 
Scenic byway plan for U.S. 15. 
The Catoctin Mountain Nation-
al Scenic Byway Corridor allows 
municipalities and the county to 
apply for grants to maintain and 
promote U.S. 15 corridor. Fred-
erick County adopted this plan 
back in 2004.

The document can be used by 
the town as a resource when ap-
plying for grants and other ben-

to the town. A ski shop, for in-
stance, with the town’s close loca-
tion to Ski Liberty and the traf-
fic that comes through the town 
during ski season would be ide-
al. A bike shop; with the open-
ing of the new trails near Mount 
St. Mary’s University it seems fit-
ting to add this type of shop to 
the community.

In addition, members of the 
committee proposed the town to 
consider a Sister City.  Suggested 
cities included Eppelheim, Ger-
many and the city where the Em-
mitts came from, in Scotland.  

Seton Center changes name
In a recent survey, Seton Cen-
ter Thrift Shop customers over-
whelmingly voted to choose a 
new name for the center - “Se-
ton Family Store”.  Store cus-
tomers also said they’d appreciate 

eficial efforts for the town. The 
plan is designed to be used as a ba-
sis for the town when it comes to 

more convenient store hours. So 
the center has expanded its store 
hours to: Tuesday, Wednesday 
and Saturday, 10 AM to 4 PM 
and Thursday & Friday, 10 AM 
to 5 PM.

 Gift cards are now available at 
Seton Family Store. Don’t know 
what to buy that person who has 
everything? Want to set a spend-
ing limit? Stop by and ask our ca-
shier about purchasing a reload-
able gift card, in amounts from 
$5-$500. What an easy and con-
venient way to give for the holi-
days, a birthday or as congratula-
tions on a job well done.

 Santa will visit Seton Family 
Store on Saturday, December 5th 
from 10 AM to 1 PM. Bring your 
children and grandchildren by to 
see Santa, take your own holiday 
pictures by the hearth and receive 
a goody bag.

changes in zoning as well as other 
regulations that impact land use 
and infrastructure changes.
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Driving a school bus for 50 
years would make many 

people question their sanity, but 
not 77 year-old Steve Jacobs. He 
recently retired from school bus 
driving at the end of last year. In 
November, he was honored with 
a retirement party at Iron Springs 
Brethren in Christ Church. Ja-
cobs happily drove school buses 
for the district for 50 years, 45 
of them as owner of S&N Bus 
Line. “There was never a time I 
didn’t want to drive bus,” Jacobs 
said. “The kids is what it was all 

Reids Bridge is moving 
quickly toward replace-

ment, according to a sched-
ule released by the Hamilton-
ban Supervisors. The bridge, 
which carries Mount Hope 
Road traffic over Tom’s Creek 
at Gum Springs Road, has been 
closed since mid-April, when 
the township Roadmaster dis-
covered several of the support 
beams had been rusted away. 
“We’re still on track for com-
pletion by the end of Decem-
ber,” said Board of Supervi-
sors Chairman Robert Gordon. 
Construction workers were slat-
ed to begin prep work of the ex-
isting bridge in November.

about, adding “that’s what I’m 
going to miss - that and my bus 
drivers.”

Jacobs was raised in Gettys-
burg and graduated from Delone 
Catholic High School, he lat-
er moved to Fairfield, where he 
took a job as a school bus driver. 
In 1961, he married Noma Mc-
Cleaf, whom he had met when 
she worked for the Adams Coun-
ty Farm Bureau Coop. Jacobs said 
that 50 years ago, being a school 
bus driver meant being a coun-
selor to students of all grades 

A precast box and wing walls, 
which will act as support for the 
new bridge and channel Tom’s 
Creek, is scheduled for installa-
tion by early December. Guard-
rails will be installed right after 
Christmas. Between the listed 
steps, workers will provide ero-
sion control, clear brush and wa-
terproof the installed portions.

It should be noted that un-
til the bridge is replaced, driv-
ers, including school buses and 
trash collectors, must detour ap-
proximately 11 miles via Mount 
Hope and Iron Springs roads.

In other news, the two state-
funded grants that were submit-
ted in early spring have gone 

from kindergarten through high 
school.

One girl came up to me, she 
was getting off the bus, she said, 
‘I’ll be 16, I’m gonna quit, get a 
job, drink beer Friday evening, 
and so forth. She wasn’t going 
to graduate. “She got on the bus 
the next day I just simply said, ‘I 
want you to do something for me. 
I want you to think about what 
you told me last night. It wasn’t 
a week she came back to me and 
said she decided to change her 
mind, she was staying in school, 

dormant for the proposed joint 
Hamiltonban-Fairfield play-
ground. Hamiltonban’s Parks 
and Recreation Commission 
Chairman Terry Scripture sug-
gested that because of the cur-
rent budget impasse between 
the governor and the legisla-
ture, the grant applications 
have basically taken a back seat. 
Scripture said, “We anticipated 
knowing about both of them by 
now, but unfortunately this im-
passe is stalling their approval.”

In limbo are a $53,000 grant 
from the Department of Con-
servation and Natural Resourc-
es and a $90,000 grant from 
the Department of Communi-

graduating,” he said. “Those are 
the kind of things that I enjoyed 
knowing happened.”

Jacobs also talked about bul-
lying, saying that said such inci-
dents happened once or twice a 
year. He talked about a student be-
ing picked on because he lived in 
a mobile home instead of a house. 
I told the kids on the bus, “You 
know we all can’t be the same, live 
in the same - that’s his home. ‘You 
need to understand that,’ and they 
quit picking on him.”

Jacobs said his favorite part 
of bus driving was taking differ-
ent classes on field trips to plac-
es like the National Radio Tower 

ty and Economic Development. 
Scripture said money from the 
township capital reserve fund 
would be used to jump start the 
project, with that money being 
replaced by cash from area or-
ganizations and private donors. 
An application for a $33,000 
grant from Wellspan could be 
submitted in April.

In November, Hamiltonban 
supervisors approved advertis-
ing the proposed 2016 town-
ship budget. The final budget is 
slated for approval at the Dec. 
1 supervisors’ regular meeting. 
The general fund budget has 
been “in the neighborhood of 
$600,000 for a long time,” Su-
pervisor Robert Gordon point-
ed out. “There’ve been no tax 

in W.Va. and the annual flow-
er show in Philadelphia. Upon 
arrival to their destination, he 
would park the bus and go on the 
tours and investigations with the 
students.

When not driving a school bus, 
Jacobs was running a farm off of 
Bullfrog Road. He and his wife 
grew 80 acres of corn and fed 95 
head of steers. His wife, Norma 
said “We had 1,800 chickens at 
one time,” Reflecting, Jacobs said 
that driving a bus was like a break 
in the farm work. After feeding the 
livestock, and tending equipment, 
“I’d go to bed and get up and drive 
a bus, - it was a great job.” 

increases in nine years.” This 
year the general fund is bal-
anced at $604,216 income and 
expenses. “The majority of the 
money comes in from real es-
tate taxes, per capita taxes and 
earned income taxes,” Gordon 
explained.

Other items on the budget in-
clude loans and grants for such 
projects as road maintenance 
and other capital improve-
ments, as well as revenues such 
as sewer fees. The proposed 
budget may be viewed online 
at http://www.hamiltonban.
com/ or at the township office 
at 23 Carroll’s Tract Road. Of-
fice hours are Monday through 
Thursday, 8 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
and 1:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Bus driver retires after 50 years

Hamiltonban news briefs . . . 

Carroll Valley news briefs . . .
After rejecting all of the previ-

ous bids in October, Carroll 
Valley Borough will be putting its 
municipal building project back 
out to bid after the first of the year, 
according borough officials.

Borough Manager Dave Ha-
zlett said after the board voted at 
last month’s meeting to reject sev-
eral project bids from contractors 
who responded to the board’s re-
quest for proposal (RFP) for the 
new building, “the borough con-
tinues to work with the project ar-
chitect to come up with a list of 
options to reduce the scope of the 
work in an effort to procure bids 
at a lower cost than we had initial-
ly received.”

With only a handful of bids re-
ceived for the building project, the 
highest bid coming in at $4.4 mil-
lion and the lowest being just over 
$3.8 million. Both bids were much 
higher than the board’s had esti-
mated and rejected all of them. 
“Right now, we feel like the best 
course of action is to put the proj-
ect back out for bid around the first 
of the year,” Hazlett said, going on 
to say, “that seems to be one of the 
best times of the year to bid a proj-
ect. So that’s our short-term goal.”

In the planning stages for years, 
the new building will replace the 
tired structure that will include the 
mayor’s office, the borough offices, 
Carroll Valley Police Department, 
at least two conference rooms, a 
meeting room, a space for a branch 

of the Adams County Library, and 
an outdoor stage.

In other news, two of the bor-
ough’s newest officials were in 
attendance at the November 
borough council meeting. Coun-
cilman-elect Bruce Carr, who 
won a seat on the borough coun-
cil with a total of 172 votes as a 
write-in candidate in the Novem-

ber elections and Constable-elect 
Tyler Hollinger, who won his six-
year term with a total of 116 write-
in votes, were both present at the 
meeting.

Carr, who ran on a platform of 
bringing public information to 
the residents of Carroll Valley in a 
timely manner and protecting Car-
roll Valley’s beauty against cluster 

housing said “I resisted running for 
a number of years, but I think it 
was time for me to step up and do 
something.”

Carr intends “to get the people 
of the borough informed on a reg-
ular basis. People don’t know what 
ordinances are for, and I want to 
get that out on social media so peo-
ple can start to learn. I want to pro-
vide good services for valued mon-
ey,” he added. “Basically, I just 
want to be in service.”

Hollinger said he was “ecstatic” 
to have won his position as consta-
ble, particularly because of his age. 
“Younger people aren’t volunteer-
ing because they’re too busy driv-
ing out of the county for work,” 
he commented. “I’ve only been in 
Adams County for three years, so I 
don’t know a lot of people, so it was 
surprising that I won, but I’m glad 
they elected me. I’m looking for-
ward to dealing with what comes 
with the job.”
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Alcohol use questioned on town-owned properties

Thurmont news briefs . . .

Thurmont hosts Fall Art and Wine Walk

The Thurmont board of 
commissioners has decid-

ed to consider making changes 
to the town code regarding alco-
hol consumption in town owned 
properties.

This decision comes after a dis-
cussion on the issue at the No-
vember 3rd town meeting. The 
issue was brought to the board’s 
attention after alcohol was served 
at the Think Pink Paint night in 
October which was held at the 
new Main Street Center on Wa-
ter Street. At the event guests 

Main Street Beautification 
Three members of the Board of 
Commissioners and Mayor Kin-
naird approved, with little dis-
cussion, the second phase of the 
Main Street Beautification.

were able to enjoy wine. The cen-
ter plans to serve wine again at the 
upcoming gallery walk. 

The town’s current policy is that 
alcohol should not be consumed 
on town owned properties. These 
include the town parks, town 
owned and leased properties. 

At the town meeting on the 3rd 
the board discussed allowing the 
consumption of alcohol at town 
properties such as the Main Street 
Center and the Senior Center. 

According to Mayor Kinnaird 
the original town policy states 

The second phase includes the 
town applying for a grant from 
the Maryland Department of 
Housing and Community De-
velopment. The grant is for the 
amount of $7,683.

“that alcohol not be served in any 
parks in Thurmont, and by exten-
sion to town owned properties.” 
This includes several buildings in 
the area. 

Mayor Kinnaird requested that 
the topic be discussed at the meet-
ing in October. He felt uncom-
fortable with alcohol being served 
at the Paint Night event before 
there was a formal discussion held 
by the board. Kinnaird concerns 
were focused on liability issues 
arising. It was discovered that the 
Main Street Organization had let 

If the town receives the grant 
it will be used to for five new 
benches, two bike racks and 
two new trash receptacles in the 
downtown area.

Phase one of this project was for 
the same items according to Town 
Chief Administrative Officer, Jim 
Hummerick. The difference be-
tween the stages is the locations. 
In phase 1 the items were placed 
on East Main Street, West Main 
Street, and North Church Street.

The board approved the resolu-
tion for the beautification of Main 
Street, unanimously. Commission-
er Martin Burns was not in atten-
dance for the meeting on Nov. 3rd. 

Thurmont Business Bucks 
The Board also approved mea-

their liability policy lapse. The or-
ganization was able to get that tak-
en care of and is now insured for 
liability on the property. With the 
liability policy the organization is 
responsible for anything that hap-
pens on the property.

The town attorney provided the 
board with a list of do’s and don’ts 
when it comes to serving alcohol 
in town owned locations. In the 
list of do’s and don’ts the attorney 
made it clear that if it is an event 
where participants are required to 
pay a ticket fee or make a dona-

sures to upgrade the Thurmont 
Business Bucks Program. The 
board voted 3 to 1 to approve the 
upgrade. The town will be apply-
ing for a $3,225 grant from the 
Maryland Department of Hous-
ing and Community Develop-
ment. Humerick explains that 
the grant will be used to create a 
new professional package for the 
program. The funds will be used 
for the design and printing of the 
professional brochure and enve-
lopes that will be used to adver-
tise the program. 

The program is a coupon pro-
gram that allows coupon holders 
to visit Thurmont Businesses to 
redeem their coupons. For three 
years the program has been allow-
ing customers to purchase $25 
to $50 gift cards that are valid 
in participating businesses. Cur-

tion the regulations are different. 
According to the attorney the or-
ganization would need a liquor li-
cense if they intended to charge 
participants for the alcohol. Since 
the Paint with Laura event did not 
charge for the wine that did not 
put them in that category.

The board discussed the issue 
and contemplated the idea of hav-
ing alcohol consumption allowed 
in certain areas on a case-by-case 
basis. The cases will have to be re-
viewed and approved by the board 
of commissioners.

rently there around 29 businesses 
that have signed on to participate 
with the program. The program 
is a year-round program.

Thurmont’s Main Street Man-
ager, Vickie Grinder spoke to the 
board at the November 3rd meet-
ing about the program.  Grinder 
informed the board and the may-
or that this program was designed 
to keep some of the local dollars 
in the community. 

Mayor Kinnaird voted against 
the proposed project saying he 
did not feel that the program 
was the best use of $3,000 of the 
town’s money considering the 
low sales in the past. 

Commissioner Wayne Hooper 
was in support of the project, say-
ing he felt it was a good way to 
boost the economic development 
of the town. 

Thurmont Main Street host-
ed their annual Fall Art and 

Wine Walk on November 13th.
Residents and visitors en-

joyed beautiful art, wine tasting, 
and music as local businesses on 
Main Street opened their doors 
for the event.

The new Main Street Center 
was among the businesses that 
participated in the event. Local 
artist, Rebecca Pearl displayed 
her work at the center includ-
ing here well-known Elizabeth 
Ann Seton painting. As residents 
browsed the art work in the cen-

ter they were treated to music 
and wine. Main Street Manag-
er, Vickie Grinder, handed out 
tote bags to those who visited 
the center.

Attendants were able to pur-
chase the art displayed at the 
center. They offered small prints, 
canvas paintings, and framed 
canvas paintings. 

Thurmont Bar and Grill host-
ed local design shop, Gnarly Art-
ly. Those who stopped by the grill 
were able to take part in a fig-
ure drawing session. Participants 
got to try their hand in drawing 

Shadiyah, a belly dancer.
Guests at the event could find 

something interesting on each 
street in Main Street. Local art-
ist Steve Newman displayed 
his leather art at the location, 
along with art from the Catoc-
tin Forrest Alliance.  Those who 
stopped by Hobbs Hardware 
could see Nancy and Joann from 
the Thurmont Lions Club who 
were displaying the Mural Proj-
ect Memorabilla done by local 
artist Yemi.

It wasn’t just local artists and 
photographers that were able to 

show visitors their talents on the 
walk. Local nail artists and mu-
sicians shared their talents on 
the walk. Local musician Paul 
Zelenka filled the Thurmont Eye 
Care Center with the sound of 
his guitar.  Claire Bennett Nail 
Art set up at Gateway Ortho-
dontics along with Renovations 
Salon and Day Spa. 

Local restaurants were pres-
ent on the walk. Local favorite, 
Mountain Gate Restaurant of-
fered guests a variety of different 
cheeses while at Timeless Trends 
Boutique local catering compa-

ny Celebrations Catering offered 
their delicious chicken salad with 
almonds on bread. Those who 
stopped by Thurmont’s Kountry 
Kitchen could enjoy a sweet treat 
to go with their wine, the restau-
rant offered cupcakes for just $1!

At ESP dance studio peo-
ple filled the studios seats and 
poured out onto the sidewalk 
to watch as the studios students 
showed off their moves. Local 
dancer Jack Estep performed a 
beautiful solo while his older sis-
ter Josie Estep participated in a 
group dance. 

The walk was a successful 
display of what the town has to 
offer. 
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HISTORY

100 years ago this month
December 3

Deaths
Ms. Mary Zacharias Troxell, wife of the 
late James Troxell, died at her home near 
Emmitsburg on Thursday morning af-
ter suffering an illness for two weeks.  She 
lived in the vicinity of Emmitsburg her 
entire life and was in her 75th year. She 
is survived by her two brothers, Mr. Wil-
liam Zacharias of Chambersburg and 
Mr. C.T. Zacharias of this place.

Andrew Annan, one of the most 
prominent citizens of Emmitsburg, 
died at his home on West Main Street 
on Monday morning of heart trouble; 
he was 76.  Mr. Annan was a lifelong 
resident of Emmitsburg and although 
of a retiring disposition, he took much 
interest in the affairs of his hometown 
and was well known throughout the 
county. He was until a few years ago 
a member of the banking firm of An-
nan, Horner  & Co. and was regarded 
as the professor of good business ability.  
Mr. Annan was a veteran of the Civil 
War, having served three years in Cole’s 
Cavalry. He was always a staunch Re-
publican and an ardent advocate of 
the principles of that party. He was a 
member of the legislature from Fred-
erick County, having served two terms 
in the House of Delegates in 1884 and 
1894.  He was a graduate of Lafayette 
College, Class of 1861.  

Samuel Weybright, a well known 
retired farmer, died at his home near 
Detour last Friday morning after suf-
fering a month-long illness. He was 
76 years old on November 16 last. 
Mr. Weybright resided in Detour all 
his life and his death cast a gloom over 
that section. He was a loyal member 
of the Church of the Brethren. In pol-
itics, he was a staunch Republican but 
he never held any public position. He 
was always interested in any move for 
the uplift of humanity and the prog-
ress of his section.

Watermelon for Thanksgiving
While husking corn for Mr. Weybright 
of near Harney last week, Mr. Reifsnid-
er and son, John, found a number of wa-
termelons bound under shocks of corn. 
On Thanksgiving Day, a 17-pound 
melon was eaten at noon.

December 10

Crushed Beneath a Tree
Struck by a falling tree that pinned him 
beneath it and caused his death a few mo-
ments later, Charles Domer of Cotoctin 
Furnace and a lumberman met with 
a most unfortunate accident Wednes-
day afternoon.  Domer was helping to 
cut down trees for telephone poles, and 
the last one he cut lodged in the branch-
es of another tree. Before he was aware, 
the branches of the tree broke and sent 
the cut tree to the ground. Domer ran, 
but unfortunately in the wrong direc-
tion. He was caught and pinned beneath 
the tree. The other workmen imme-
diately removed the huge tree from his 
body, but he was miserably crushed. He 
survived about four minutes.  Domer 
was 23 years of age.  Domer lived near 
Blue Mountain Station, between Thur-
mont and Catoctin. He leaves a wife and 
a small child.

Christmas Fund Checks Mailed
There will be lots of money in circula-
tion in Emmitsburg during the Christ-
mas holidays this year. The Emmitsburg 
Savings Bank will mail to the members 
of the Christmas Savings Club, which it 
inaugurated last year, checks amounting 
to $6,000. As an index of the thrifty hab-
it, the amount of savings places Emmits-
burg, in proportion to its population, 
in the front ranks of towns having such 
clubs. The pouring of this sum of mon-
ey into the pockets of people who are just 
now in a purchasing mood should prove 
an impetus to local businesses.

Flinch and Five Hundred
For the benefit of the Emmitsburg li-
brary there will be a Flinch and Five 
Hundred

matinee on Tuesday, December 28. 
Souvenirs will be given and light refresh-
ments served. All patrons of the library 
and all who are interested in the good 
work the library is doing are earnest-
ly asked to show their goodwill by their 
presence on this occasion.

Pupils Being Examined
All the pupils in the public schools of Fred-
erick County are undergoing a mental and 
physical examination. The superintendent 
of schools stated that he was very much 
impressed with the manner in which the 
medical survey for the government is con-
ducted, and that the county would prof-
it a great deal by the examination. Today 
the doctors expect to finish examining the 
pupils of the Emmitsburg High and grade 
school, and thus far, they are very much 
pleased with the health of each pupil.

December 17

Ice
During the past two weeks, skating has 
been the chief attraction for the young 
people of Emmitsburg. Ice has also been 
cut during the past week and measures 
six inches in thickness.

Dwelling Burned 
With All Contents
Fire of unknown origin was discovered 
around nine o’clock Monday morning, 
totally destroying the dwelling house on 
the farm of Joseph Kemper in Liberty 
Township, together with the greater part 
of the contents, including all the clothing 
of the family.

The home of Mr. Kemper is located 
about three miles from Emmitsburg. At 
the time the blaze was discovered, no one 
was home but Mrs. Kemper and sever-
al of the children. Her husband had left 
early in the morning for the home of a 
neighbor to aid with the butchering and 
did not know of the fire until it had al-
ready destroyed his home.

The members of the family were on 
the first floor when Mrs. Kemper detect-
ed the smell of smoke. She opened the 
door of the stairway leading to the sec-
ond floor and found that the fire had 
gained such headway that it was impos-
sible to go to the second story to save any 
of its contents. They removed the articles 
they could until they were driven from 
the structure by the smoke. Neighbors 
were soon attracted to the place but there 
was little they could do. It is supposed the 
fire caught from a defective flue.

December 24 

Christmas Caroling
Tonight, following the custom of for-
mer years, Christmas carols will be sung 
on the streets of Emmitsburg from 11 
o’clock until midnight.

Buys Power Farm Outfit
Owing to the scarcity and high price 
of labor, Mr. John Hollinger, of near 
Emmitsburg, has purchased from 
Boyle Brothers, of Emmitsburg, a 
very fine and complete outfit consist-
ing of an international Mongol, 8-16 
gasoline traction engine, a two–four-
teen inch bottom gang plow, and a 
large corn and cotton mill. Mr. Hol-
linger expects to do all of his heavy 
farm work with this engine, such as 
spraying his orchards, plowing, har-
rowing, harvesting, hauling hay, ma-
nuring, grinding seeds, etc.  In fact, 
all heavy and hard work was usually 
done by horses on the farm.

Fire Destroys Barn
Sparks from a threshing engine are 
thought to have caused the fire that de-
stroyed the barn on the farm of Isaiah 
Knouse, near the Frederick County line 
beyond Emmitsburg. Together with the 
structure were burned a carriage shed, 
chicken house, and farm stock, includ-
ing two horses, one cow, two hogs and 
about 50 chickens.  All the wagons and 
vehicles, as well as all the crops in the 
barn, were reduced to ashes.

A number of times during when the 
fire the house was ablaze, neighbors 
formed a bucket brigade to save the 
structure. When the fire was discov-
ered it was impossible to get any of the 
stock out; one cow, very badly burned, 
ran from the building, while others in 
the barnyard broke down a fence to es-
cape to an adjoining field. 

December 31

Christmas Caroling
About twice as many as usual took part 
in the singing of Christmas carols on 
the eve of Christmas. The carolers sang 
on Main Street beginning at the low-
er end of town at 11 o’clock. The last 
number was sung just on the stroke of 
12, midnight.  Emmitsburg was gai-

ly decorated during the holidays. The 
houses were brilliantly lighted and at 
many residences, Christmas trees dec-
orated the entrances.

Community Christmas Tree
Through the efforts of the principal 
of Emmitsburg High School, Em-
mitsburg enjoyed its first community 
Christmas tree on Thursday evening, 
December 23.

An elaborate Christmas program 
was ably rendered by the pupils of 
the high and grade schools in the af-
ternoon, and in the evening at sev-
en o’clock the community tree exer-
cises began. The big fir tree was gaily 
and artistically decorated with multiple 
colored electric lights and serviceable 
gifts arranged beneath. Christmas car-
ols were sung by the large audience that 
had assembled and Santa Claus him-
self presented the gifts.

The true Christmas spirit was much 
in evidence throughout the evening, 
and especially was this noticeable 
among the children, who, filled with 
glee, shouted aloud for joy when old 
St. Nick came in his sled, drawn by six 
boys, arrayed like reindeers. The scene, 
the large tree, the happy crowd gath-
ered around it, the children occupying 

a row nearest the tree, Santa Claus on 
his sled with a sack full of gifts over his 
shoulder, in addition to the singing of 
carols, was in every way highly typical 
of the real joys of Christmas time, and 
it presented a spectacle not soon to be 
forgotten by those who had the plea-
sure to be present. Emmitsburg is to be 
complimented for a celebration of this 
kind. The teachers of the school are to 
be congratulated.

Christmas Night Wind Damage
On Christmas night, a high wind and 
rain storm broke down fences and dis-
placed bricks off of not a few chimneys 
in town. A freakish turn in a high wind 
broke a large jardinière at the home of 
Mrs. Annan. The current in the chim-
ney of their dwelling room blew over 
the pedestal on which the jardinière 
rested with the results that the lat-
ter was broken in into the proverbial 
“thousand pieces.”  The wind tempo-
rarily also shut down the electric cur-
rent Saturday evening, disappointing 
a large movie audience at St. Euphe-
mia’s Hall.

To read past editions of 100 Year Ago this 
Month visit the History section of Em-
mitsburg.net.
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FROM THE DESK OF . . .

County Councilman Kirby Delauter

County Councilman Billy Shreve

Our County Executive Jan 
Gardner said in her previ-

ous ENJ article that her campaign 
promise was to “restore trust in gov-
ernment and protect taxpayers”. As 
far as trust in government, there are 
more back room deals today with-
in Winchester Hall, than during 
prohibition in the 20’s. Ask Auro-
ra holdings about trust in Coun-
ty government after the eminent 
domain shakedown they went 
through with the Citizens Nursing 
home debacle.

Ask the former ethics commis-
sion members who had their vote 
overridden by CE Gardner with 
her Executive Order powers. Ask 
the owner of South Mountain 
Creamery, a farmer that has been 
trying to get a building approved 
so he can automate and milk more 
cows to produce more product and 
pay his bills. 

Ask the Besher’s family who 
watched Council President Bud 
Otis overturn the favorable 4-3 
vote to allow them to hook up to 
public sewer on their own property! 

The head spinning issue with 
this vote to overturn the Besher’s 
sewer connection is that they will 
now build the homes with a sep-
tic system within a few hundred 
feet of Linganore Creek. Coun-
cil Member Jerry Donald voted to 
deny access to the hookup to the 
public sewer line, thus increasing 
the likelihood over time, of sew-
age entering Linganore Creek. Yes, 

this is the same Council Member 
Jerry Donald that is introducing 
increased regulations on private 
landowners for stream buffers to 
(get this) … help keep our streams 
cleaner. Council member Donald, 
here’s a news flash, not building 
septic systems next to a creek is far 
better practice to keep our streams 
clean, than your land grabbing wa-
ter buffoon bill.

On to school construction is-
sues. Our County Executive wrote 
last month about this as well. She 
writes about residential develop-
ment paying its fair share, and you 
know what, I agree with her. Let’s 
start with Spring Ridge develop-
ment on route 144 east of Freder-
ick. CE Gardner lives in this devel-
opment of 1,900 homes and some 
of these residents paid $0 impact 
fees for schools and most paid as 
little as $2,000. 

Let’s do the math, 1,900 homes 
that pay an impact fee of $12,000, 
(the current fee of $14,000 – the 
$2,000 they paid) this would come 
to $22.8 million. I have proposed 
that we issue a bond for this amount 
and do a 30-year assessment on 
those homes, and over thirty years, 
they would pay $400 annually to 
pay their fair share, just as our CE 
Gardner claimed. The first thing 
that was brought out against this 
method by the four Democrats on 
the Council was to say that they 
would not recommend doing a ret-
roactive impact fee. Why not? They 

voted to retroactively breach a con-
tract with Aurora and take back a 
Nursing Home?

The County Executive, Jan Gar-
ner is racking her brain to find 
ways to fund schools. My ques-
tion is simple, she ran for office 
with a platform of schools, schools, 
schools and you won. Now one 
year into your term she readily ad-
mits she has no clue how to fix 
the problem. She is proposing the 
same tired argument that develop-
ers are evil and they don’t pay their 
fair share. The same solutions she 
propose today, she proposed 20 
years ago when she was first elect-
ed and look at what we have to-
day…school funding issues. Obvi-
ously Jan Gardner has no plan to 
fix the problem because as long as 
there’s a problem, she remains rele-
vant. She wants to increase impact 
fees, which will actually get her $0 
to work with, this is not a solution, 
it’s a campaign promise, and a bad 
one to boot.

She did take one giant step into 
solving FCPS issues, she hired a 
person to be the FCPS liaison for 
a $50,000 salary. Her sole purpose 
is to find solutions for FCPS issues. 
I asked a few weeks ago what her 
plan was to fix these problems, still 
waiting on that answer. 

If there’s one person in the room 
that has less of a clue how to fix the 
problem than you do, it’s her. My 
method is different, I actually want 
to solve the problem. As shown 

above, this one simple solution 
would build an elementary school. 
Here’s the rest of what I would do 
and the dollars they will generate.

Spring Ridge Impact fee fairness 
bill - $22.8 million.

A blue light special on impact 
fees for builders that apply and pay 
up front between now and June 
1, 2016. Make it a 30% discount 
which would yield apprx. $10,000 
per fee, assume 1,000 permits are 
issued under this, the yield is $10 
million.

Have contractors / Engineers / 
Architects value engineer Frederick 
High School. Apprx. Savings per 
some contractors I’ve spoken to is 
$15 million.

Do a pilot program on Freder-
ick High School to relax Storm wa-
ter regulations, apprx. savings - $5 
million.

Use standard market driven wage 
rates in lieu of prevailing wage rates, 
apprx. savings - $10 million.

Remove the synthetic fields from 
Frederick High School, use plain 
turf fields. Apprx. Savings - $1 mil-
lion.

Use a public/private partner-
ship to have the private sector build 
the school and the BoE lease the 
school back. We should be in the 
education business, not the build-
ing or building maintenance busi-
ness. This would allow more dollars 
to go to Teacher salaries than CIP 
programs.

 As you can see, my plan yields 

$63M as is, and there is more if 
we can utilize public private part-
nerships to our advantage. Some-
times the answer is right under your 
nose, staring you in the face. We 
can’t continue to say that this is the 
way we’ve always done it. That’s not 
good enough; we need to think out-
side the box. When problems come 
up in construction of new schools, 
we try to define the problem, and 
then go for the solution. Sometimes 
the answer, it’s right in front of you.

The County Executive held a 
round table to learn some reason 
as to why school construction costs 
are skyrocketing, but didn’t hear 
many solutions on how to fix the 
problem.

Similar to when NASA when 
they asked: “How do we get an ink 
pen to write in space?” They were 
trying to solve the issue of having 
an ink pen to write in zero gravity 
in space, time after time it failed. 
Finally they spent a lot of money 
to solve the problem of having the 
ink pen write in space. Tax dollars 
spent, problem solved.

The Russians on the other hand 
looked at the problem from a totally 
different angle, they simply asked, “ 
How can we write in space”? The 
answer was right in front of them ... 
a # 2 pencil.

School construction is no differ-
ent. We can keep spending hun-
dreds of millions on new schools 
(the ink pen in space) or we can 
look at the answers right under 
our noses and make it as simple as 
the # 2 pencil ... and implement 
them.

December will be 1 year.  
Year 1 of a County Coun-

cil (CC) and County Exec (CE).  
Supposedly, mo’ better.  In reali-
ty not so much.  I never was a fan 
of Charter Government and cer-
tainly have lived the reasons why 
it was a bad idea.  Read on … You 
may agree.

I tell everyone who wants to 
run for office the same thing … 
Pay your $25 and sign.  Any idiot 
can get elected.  It never ceases to 

amaze me how many smart people 
have lost elections and how many 
others won.  Another scenar-
io is sometimes lots of good peo-
ple win and are collectively dys-
functional.  I know one thing for 
sure … Americans are fed up with 
politicians, especially those that 
were elected and bring nothing 
to the table … The stuffed suits, 
liars, power hungry, etc.,  Next 
Time around … pay attention … 
“Make America Great Again”.

Year 1 – My take … We have re-
ally accomplished nothing.  Zero 
– Goose Egg – Nada – Nothing!

Ok, nothing is strong.  We now 
have a civility code, and 3 Dems 
and a DUD voted repeal the Ordi-
nance that made English the Offi-
cial Language of Frederick County.  
There was a plan to add shoul-
ders to all of the roads in Freder-
ick County so people would have 
a place to ride their bicycles but 
Luckily that didn’t happen.  Saved 
Millions on that one. $$$$.

Wait there’s more.  The CE did 
spend over $300,000 of taxpayer 
money (still Going Up) on fancy 
Lawyers to force the sale of a Fred-
erick County business.  On her 
watch that same business previ-
ously lost over $50 million of your 
hard earned cash.  CE Remodeled 
the former Commissioner’s offices 
for her staff and moved the Coun-

cil into a newly built space on the 
First Floor ... price tag ~$1M tax-
payer dollars. And add another 
$1M to salaries for additions to 
her staff.  These numbers don’t in-
clude all the Swanky back room 
Tasting Room Dinners and the 
$350/night Suites in Ocean City.  
We will save those for another day.

One Huge Accomplishment:  
Without a Doubt Bud Otis has 
proven he is by far the worst Pres-
ident of any Government to take 
a seat in Winchester Hall.  Watch 
the meetings on Comcast Chan-
nel 19 or click on the video ar-
chives and see for yourself. It’s pa-
thetic.  If I had to choose between 
Barack Obama and Bud Otis I 
honestly don’t know who I would 
choose.

On Bud’s watch he has failed 
to hire a Budget Director, Elimi-
nated 75% of all opportunities for 

the Public and Council to Speak 
during meetings, and had 100% 
of the 3 Administrative Assistants 
leave within 6 months of becom-
ing Council Employees.  Two AA’s 
were life employees.  

His answer to everything … 
“I’m working on it”.  Coming 
from guy who can’t run a meet-
ing with a written agenda that’s in 
front of him … That he suppos-
edly wrote … I have my doubts.  
The Deputy Secretary of Planning 
for the State of Maryland has tried 
for 2 months to schedule a meet-
ing with the Council and still no 
meeting time.  Bud controls the 
schedule.

This Thanksgiving I’m thank-
ful for 1 thing for sure … Only 
3 more years.  Hopefully less un-
der this President.  Everyone who 
deals with him is at the end of 
their rope.  Ask anyone.

Let’s make America great again.  
Pay attention.  Voice your opinion 
and concerns.

People constantly ask me “why 
I’m doing this?” Why I’m in poli-
tics.  I’m not a politician.  I’m not 
politically correct.  I tell it like it 
is.  At some point you may not 
like what I say, at other times you 
may love everything I do.  After all 
… I’m mostly charming.  

I’m not here for me, I’m here 
for you.  If you have a question 
or need help make the call. -Billy

Billy Shreve can be reached at 
billy@FrederickCountyMD.gov 
or 301-639-4763.
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GOVERNMENT—NORTH OF THE MASON-DIXON LINE

County Executive Jan Gardner
County Celebrates a Year of
People and Prosperity
On December 1, we celebrate 
one year of charter government 
in Frederick County. And what 
a year it has been!  We have ush-
ered in a new era of county gov-
ernment focused on people and 
prosperity. 

Job #1 was to restore trust in 
government.  Citizens have a right 
to know what their government is 
doing and to be assured that deci-
sions are being made in the best 
interest of the public good.  To ac-
complish trust in government, I 
pledged to advance stronger ethics 
laws and to ensure open and trans-
parent government.

I appointed an Ethics Task 
Force, comprised of 15 citizens 
with various backgrounds and 
expertise to recommend ways to 
strengthen our ethics laws. These 
recommendations were drafted 
into legislation that the County 
Council took to public hearing. 
The Council is currently consid-
ering the proposed changes.

I believe that nothing is more 
important than making sure peo-
ple can participate in government 
and make a difference.   Under 
Charter government, public par-
ticipation has grown exponential-
ly with many citizens getting in-
volved and volunteering to serve 
on leadership teams and steering 
committees focused on solid waste 
disposal, senior initiatives, jobs, 
and land use planning to ensure a 
Livable Frederick.

I have also hosted numerous 
town hall meetings covering top-
ics such as school construction, af-
fordable housing, and the county 
budget.   I hold weekly press brief-
ings to keep people informed and 
hold “Talk of the Town” meetings 
around the county where citizens 
can come and talk to me about 
any topic.  And, I attend many 
community events to keep in 
touch with people where they are.

The tone of county govern-
ment has changed.   The Coun-
ty is headed in the right direction 
without all the acrimony and con-
tention seen in the past.  We are 
all working together!

During the campaign, I pledged 
not only to engage citizens but to 
treat county employees with dig-
nity and respect.  These employ-

ees – your friends and neighbors 
– dedicate themselves to provid-
ing essential services to Freder-
ick County residents whether it is 
answering calls for help at 9-1-1, 
clearing our roads of snow, taking 
care of our community’s trash, or 
driving a TransIt bus.  

 In our first few months in of-
fice, Council President Bud Otis 
and I visited employees in every 
area of county government to ex-
press appreciation for their good 
work and dedication to serv-
ing the public.  I made sure that 
all employees were treated equal-
ly and fairly in terms of pay and 
benefits and advanced changes to 
the personnel rules to restore tu-
ition assistance and floating holi-
days.  And we restored the annu-
al employee picnic.  All successful 
businesses value their employees – 
the people who do the work!

Frederick County has a bur-
geoning senior population!   I ap-
pointed a Seniors First! team to 
determine what priorities should 
be advanced to serve our seniors.   
A top priority was to expand the 
Meals on Wheels program so no 
senior would go hungry.  Routes 
have been added in Middletown, 
Lewistown, and New Market.   A 
new transportation option actual-
ly begins this week allowing Tran-
sIt Plus members (seniors and 
people with disabilities) to use the 
Taxi Access Program to get rides at 
reduced rates. The taxi access pro-
gram will provide services on eve-
nings and weekends when oth-
er transportation options are not 
available.  This program is county-
wide – in both rural and urban ar-
eas.   We have added staff to help 
evaluate and assist seniors in their 
home and to connect seniors to 
the services they need.

One of the most significant ac-
complishments in the past year is 
the County retaining ownership 
of Citizens Nursing and Reha-
bilitation Center and the Monte-
vue Home.  Once again, Freder-
ick County will proudly take care 
of our own, keep our promise to 
our seniors, and honor the origi-
nal deed on the land. In addition, 
I have protected taxpayers from 
an incredibly bad financial deal to 
sell these facilities at a huge cost 
to taxpayers.  Few people realize 
that to sell these assets required 

the county to bring millions of 
dollars to the table since the pro-
ceeds would not pay the mortgage 
on the building.  The prior com-
missioners also took $2.8 million 
from a Citizens and Montevue 
fund and spent it elsewhere.  

Another priority was to create 
jobs and ensure a vibrant econo-
my.  Under my administration, 
Frederick County means busi-
ness!  We know that a job is fun-
damental to a high quality of life. 
I immediately decided to have 
Economic Development report 
directly to the County Executive 
and created a Business and Indus-
try Cabinet to stay connected to 
what’s happening in business.  To 
create jobs, I have successfully in-
troduced a business and commer-
cial tax credit for large manufac-
turers, supported a 300 employee 
job expansion at AstraZeneca, and 
advanced legislation through our 
state delegation to improve our 
small business tax credit.   We 
have coordinated marketing with 
our municipal Main Street Pro-
grams, initiated a minority busi-
ness outreach effort, introduced a 
small business loan guarantee pro-
gram with local banks, and hired 
an Agricultural Economic Devel-
opment Specialist to support our 
traditional agriculture industry.  A 
new IT tech incubator is also in 
the works to complement our bio-
tech incubator that has successful-
ly supported the creation of over 
300 jobs.   

My passion has always been 
public education and I’ve been a 
relentless advocate for our com-
munity’s children.  In my first 
budget, passed by the county 
council, we invested in our future 
by including $4.2 million above 
the minimum level required by 
law.  This is the first increase above 
minimum in 5 years. We broke 
ground on a long awaited new 
Frederick High School.  And just 
last month we brought the state’s 
top expert on school construction 
to the county for a roundtable dis-
cussion. 

My focus is on people and 
making sure prosperity includes 
everyone. To that end, we re-es-
tablished and strengthened our 
partnerships with our nonprof-
it human service agencies.  Lat-
er this month, I’ll be announcing 

awards through our new Com-
munity Partnership Grants. By 
assisting the county’s human ser-
vice nonprofits, we can leverage 
our investments, avoid duplica-
tion of effort, and provide more 
effective services to the people 
who need them.  Another great 
partnership is the sale to Inter-
faith Housing Alliance of a va-
cant county-owned building 
which will be transformed to af-
fordable workforce rental apart-
ments, adding people and ac-
tivity to a neighborhood near 
downtown Frederick.

We know Frederick County will 
continue to grow but it should 
grow well and protect those things 
we love about Frederick Coun-

ty – our agricultural heritage and 
our historic and cultural assets.  I 
pledged to manage that growth re-
sponsibly. That’s why I created a 
steering committee to guide the 
comprehensive plan update called 
Livable Frederick. This process 
is a new and dynamic approach 
to long-range planning. We will 
have to plan differently to accom-
modate seniors and to keep our 
young people living in Frederick 
County.  This is essential to our 
long term prosperity.  

Join us in celebrating our one 
year anniversary of People and 
Prosperity by viewing our video at 
this link: http://tinyurl.com/CE-
Gardner.    Working together, our 
best days are ahead!

It’s now been over 165 days since Emmitsburg’s beloved World 
War One Doughboy statue was knocked off the pedestal it had 

stood on since 1927.

Now it stands next to trash and discarded refuse at 
the town’s waste water treatment. 

At the rate the ‘repairs’ are going, it looks like it will take longer 
than the time the citizens of the area took in 1927 to raise the 

funds for the statue and have it erected in the first place. 
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FROM THE DESK OF...

Carroll Valley Mayor Ron Harris
On Tuesday, November 10th, 

the Borough Council met 
and approved the advertisement of 
the proposed 2016 Budget. This 
action made the proposed 2016 
Budget available for residents re-
view prior to its final adoption 
at the December 15th Council 
meeting.  The 2016 Budget is the 
end-product of a three step review 
process over a three month period. 
The first review was performed by 
the Borough Manager when ana-
lyzing the Borough Department 
submissions. The second review 
was performed by the Finance 
Committee. The third review was 
performed by the Borough Coun-
cil during their Budget Workshop.  

At the November meeting, the 
public was given the opportuni-
ty to review the proposed budget. 
The tentative budget is based on 
a millage rate of 2.45 mills that 
is 24.5 cents on each one hun-
dred dollars of assessed valuation 
which means there will be no Car-
roll Valley Borough tax increase 
for 2016. The Borough, Coun-
ty and Fire Taxes are remaining at 
the same level as last year. The dis-
tribution of the total tax paid ap-
proximately breaks down as fol-
lows: Carroll Valley is 15.02%, 

Fire Tax is 1.53% Adams Coun-
ty is 24.03% and Fairfield School 
District is 59.41%. The proposed 
budget can be reviewed at the 
Borough office or at www.carroll-
valley.org for the online version.  

It is unfortunate but please keep 
in mind that house break-ins spike 
during November through January, 
the holiday season. There is a lot 
of information on the internet on 
how to prevent this from happen-
ing. However, maybe the approach 
should be doing those things that 
reduce the risk of a burglary. Let’s 
review some facts: (1) Break-in 
occurs when no one is home; (2) 
Entry is by a basement/first level 
window/patio door; (3) Burglary 
occurs during the day because the 
criminal can use the daylight to 
determine whether someone is at 
home and/or able to look into the 
house to determine whether it is 
worth the gamble; and (4) the Bur-
glar wants to be in and out in the 
shortest period of time, probably 
about 5-6 minutes. 

If these are the facts, some things 
to consider: (1) Do those things 
to give the impression there is 
someone at home; (2) Landscape 
around your house in such a way 
to make it difficult for someone to 

gain entry into the house through 
basement/first level windows. 
One suggestion, place thorny 
rose bushes under windows which 
may make thieves think twice be-
fore going in that way. Also, trim 
bushes so no one can use them as 
a concealment cover when cas-
ing the house; (3) Do not leave 
valuables (laptops, tablets, etc.) in 
plain view of a window or patio 
door (use sheer curtains that let in 
light but block the view); and (4) 
Place your valuables in places that 
will take time to find. Remember, 
reduce the risk. 

The Toys for Tots program is 
an annual toy drive sponsored by 
the United States Marine Corp. 
The goal of this program is to 
make sure every child has a pres-
ent on Christmas morning. If you 
want to help to bring a smile to 
a child, please consider donating 
a new unwrapped toy. For more 
information or have any ques-
tions, please call Gayle Marthers 
at 717-752-0063. You also can go 
to the website: www.toysfortots.
org. Thank those in our commu-
nity for their support of the Toys 
for Tots Program.

The Snowflakes & Snowmen 
Dinner Dance will be held by 

the Carroll Valley Citizens Asso-
ciation (CVCA) on December 
11th (Friday) from 6:30 pm un-
til 11:00 pm. This special din-
ner dance event will be held in 
the new HIGHLAND LODGE 
at Liberty Mountain Resort. Cost 
will be $30 per person for the 
sumptuous buffet; a cash bar will 
be available; and the event will be 
held in “The Overlook Room” 
which faces west looking across 
the ongoing improved golf course 
and the beautiful adjacent South 
Mountains. CVCA has been giv-
en one of the first opportunities to 
enjoy this beautiful Resort addi-
tion to the community.  

Hopefully, the Dinner Dance 
attendees will be given a tour of 
the newly built convention facili-
ty; which is quite a big addition to 
the golf & ski complex as known 
in the past years. Check on details 
about this Dinner Dance in post-
ers around town; calls and invi-
tations received from friends and 
neighbors; and for the techie peo-
ple on web pages, in Facebook 
postings, and in emails.  You real-
ly do not want to miss this chance 
to enjoy an evening of fun with 
friends or the preview of the new 
building. Contact Marie (642-

8343) or Mary (642-6654) for 
tickets and/or more information. 
Tickets are also available at Jesters 
Computers, Mountain View Real-
ty Office and the Borough Office. 

This Dinner Dance will also 
provide an opportunity to join the 
revitalized CVCA group and pay 
your dues, volunteer to help with 
other events and programs, and 
share your ideas to enhance and 
enrich life in our beautiful Valley 
Home Area. Breakfast with San-
ta will be held on Saturday, De-
cember 12th from 8 am to 11 am. 
I have been told by an air traffic 
controller that Santa plans to ar-
rive at 9 am. If you plan to attend 
and bring a new, unwrapped toy 
for the Toys for Tots program, you 
will eat for free. As always, there 
will be lots of fun for the kids.  

Borough meetings Decem-
ber are: Planning Commission 
(Dec 7th), Public Safety Commit-
tee (Dec 14th), Borough Council 
(Dec 15th), and Parks/Recreation 
Committee (Dec 16th).  The Bor-
ough Office will be closed on Dec 
24th and Dec 25th. 

If you have any questions call me 
at 301-606-2021 or email at May-
orRonHarris@comcast.net. Happy 
Holidays and I wish you and your 
family good health and happiness 
topped with loads of good fortune 
in 2016. Happy New Year!

From the Desk of Representative Dan Moul 
As state legislators, we do not 

always see the direct bene-
fits of the laws we work to pass.  
In fact, many of the bills that im-
prove people’s lives go virtual-
ly unnoticed by the general pub-
lic.  However, late last week, I was 
surprised and pleased to learn that 
one of the bills I sponsored, which 
became law two years ago, is hav-
ing a positive impact on the lives 
of displaced children. 

House Bill 1075, now Act 55 of 
2013, requires county social ser-
vice agencies or their contracted 
providers to conduct on-going ef-
forts to locate relatives of children 
who have been removed from 
their homes and/or are accepted 
for services by county Children 
and Youth agencies. 

While placement facilities and 
foster care provide a lifeline for 
children with nowhere to go, the 
goal of my legislation is to get 
children into loving homes with 

family members who would take 
a special interest in them.  Such 
placements have proven to create 
better, more stable outcomes for 
children, and they save taxpayer 
money that would be spent on in-
stitutionalizing these children.

Statistics provided by the Penn-
sylvania Department of Human 
Services show that about two-
thirds of Pennsylvania counties 
have experienced a decline in the 
number of children in state care 
since my family finding legisla-
tion became law.   

As vice chairman of the House 
Children and Youth Committee, I 
have been actively engaged in ef-
forts to protect the welfare of chil-
dren – whether from abuse and 
neglect or to address their basic 
needs. When it came to displaced 
children, I could see that our laws 
did not go far enough in attempt-
ing to unite these children with 
family.  I know of heart-wrench-

ing cases where children have 
grown up in orphanages or in fos-
ter care and it was later learned 
that they had relatives who would 
have been willing to take them 
in if they had just known about 
them.  

The Pennsylvania Partnerships 
for Children, which endorsed my 
legislation, maintained that iden-
tifying extended family at the 
time a child is accepted for ser-
vices helps agencies to avoid plac-
ing children in institutions or fos-
ter care.  Previously, the law only 
required notification of family 
members or kin within 30 days of 
a child entering foster care.  My 
family finding legislation requires 
the Pennsylvania Department of 
Human Services and county Chil-
dren and Youth Services agencies 
to actively search for family mem-
bers on an on-going basis.  

In Adams County, the number 
of children in foster care has been 

steadily declining over the past de-
cade.  In fact, in 2006, 129 Ad-
ams County children were in fos-
ter care. By 2012, the number 
had fallen to 74, and since my 
bill became law, that number has 
dropped to its current level of 40.  
While I believe 40 is still too high, 
we have made significant progress 
toward normalizing the living sit-
uation for many displaced chil-
dren, and this new law ensures 
that we will not give up on those 
who remain or any future children 
in the system.

I am hopeful that another bill, 
which complements my family 
finding legislation, will also make 
it through the Legislature and to 
the governor’s desk.  House Bill 
1350 would offer family mem-
bers of displaced children the op-
portunity to engage in family con-
ferencing and planning sessions to 
chart a course for the care and wel-
fare of the child.  

In many cases, solutions to 
concerns for a child’s safety, per-
manency and well-being are dic-
tated by government casework-
ers. Family conferencing would 
provide an avenue for families 
to find their own solutions. At 
a family conference, facilitated 
by a Children and Youth agen-
cy, a family would gather to cre-
ate a service plan to address con-
cerns that caused the family to 
become involved in the child wel-
fare system.  Once approved by 
the county Children and Youth 
Agency or a court, the family 
would take an active role in car-
rying out its plan. 

No child should grow up with-
out the love and support of family. 
The new family finding law helps 
to make the connections necessary 
to place children with family and 
give them the greatest opportuni-
ty for adjustment, happiness and 
success. 
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GOVERNMENT—NORTH OF THE MASON-DIXON LINE

Senator Richard Alloway 

County Commissioner Marty Qually

Governor Wolf’s recent announce-
ment that Pennsylvania will con-

tinue to accept refugees from Syria has 
ignited a firestorm of controversy in 
communities throughout the state. Nu-
merous local residents have contacted 
me to express serious concerns regard-
ing the federal government’s ability to 
properly vet refugees and protect our 
nation against the threat of terrorist at-
tacks. These concerns are well-founded 
and should not be taken lightly, as the 
safety and security of our nation hinges 
on how we address this problem. 

The overwhelming majority of 
those seeking refugee status in the 
United States from Syria hold no an-
imosity toward our country. These 
refugees, many of whom are wom-
en and children whose homes have 

Over the past four years I have done 
my best as County Commission-

er to serve the people of Adams Coun-
ty.  It is an honor to be re-elected for an-
other four years to serve this great county.  
This victory is a tribute to the hard work 
of my campaign team and communi-
ty members willing to spread the truth 
about my stances on the issues facing our 
county.  Now that the election is over, it 
is time to move forward and begin look-
ing at our goals for the next four years.

Looking forward in a deliberate fash-
ion means outlining immediate, mid 
term and long term goals.  In the near 
term the county is about to release for 
public review a draft 2016 budget.  In 
the near term I need to meet with staff 
and community leaders to outline our 
community goals for the coming year.  
And lastly we must begin to outline long 
term goals for the future uses of the old 
Saint Francis School and Herff Jones 
properties.  After my first four years in of-
fice, I have lost my naivete that substan-
tial government projects can be achieved 
by simply adding a new Board of Com-
missioners.  By outlining our goals and 
the timeline to complete each goal, I will 
be in a better position to obtain timely 
public input and allocate the necessary 

been compromised or destroyed, are 
fleeing the same kind of butchers and 
madmen that carried out the deplor-
able terror attacks in Paris, Beirut and 
Egypt in recent weeks. We need to ex-
plore every avenue to help these vul-
nerable families in their time of great-
est need. However, we risk grave 
consequences in our own commu-
nities if we fail to identify those who 
seek to take advantage of this crisis in 
order to gain access to our country to 
do us harm.

It is critical to provide necessary safe-
guards to protect Pennsylvania commu-
nities. In the interest of public safety and 
national security, I am calling on Gov-
ernor Wolf to reevaluate Pennsylvania’s 
position in relation to accepting refugees 
from the violence in Syria, with special 

resources to successfully reach these goals.
The number one priority in the com-

ing weeks is the presentation and approv-
al of the 2016 budget.  In a year where 
revenue projections were at best flat, 
county staff did an excellent job of curb-
ing expenses.  So good that we are pro-
jecting a budget surplus for 2015.  By 
keeping health care costs low and con-
tinuing to be frugal, county staff have 
put the finishing touches on a great 
2015 and a better plan for 2016 than 
I thought possible only a few months 
ago.  That coupled with increases in state 
funding for emergency services and our 
own reducing of county rents are result-
ing in a balanced budget with no tax in-
crease.  We will be able to fill needed staff 
positions, which have been left vacant, 
adequately pay county staff to prevent 
increasing turnover and new employ-
ee training expenses, and continue to 
modernize our IT infrastructure to bet-
ter serve the public.  I wish that I could 
take credit for many of these savings, but 
the truth is while we can give direction 
and challenge staff, they did the hard 
work of answering the challenge.  By the 
time this article goes to press, we should 
already have the draft budget ready for 
public review.  Please take the time to 

consideration given to the process by 
which potential refugees are evaluated. 
A single mistake in this process could 
lead to catastrophic consequences, so we 
must ensure the vetting process is secure. 

As we continue to promote an open 
and honest dialogue regarding the 
Commonwealth’s role in federal efforts 
to relocate refugees, it is equally impor-
tant to discuss ways for the state to ef-
fectively partner with federal officials 
to deal with individuals who come to 
Pennsylvania with ill intent. This in-
cludes working to ensure coordination 
between law enforcement agencies at all 
levels of government.

In current practice, many municipal-
ities fail to honor detainer requests from 
federal officials when dangerous crimi-
nals are apprehended by local authori-

visit our website, www.adamscounty.us, 
to begin reviewing and commenting on 
this budget.  

In mid-November 2015 we were vis-
ited by one of our major financial insti-
tutions to discuss the general financial 
health of the county.  They were ex-
tremely impressed that we have been 
able to keep our health insurance pre-
miums level for three years and with 
our overall fiscal stability.  However, their 
only negative comment was that Adams 
County lacks the economic growth to 
support a stronger tax base.  We quick-
ly told them that “economic stimulation 
and growth” have been and will contin-
ue to be an administrative priority.  Over 
the past year I have learned that terms 
like economic “stimulus”, “growth”, or 
“development” mean different things 
to different people.  In fact while I know 
that economic development means im-
proving our farm and tourism business-
es, many people instantly equate devel-
opment with big box stores or “smoke 
stack” industries.  While we may all dif-
fer on what is best economically for the 
future of Adams County, we all should 
agree that agriculture and tourism are 
our current strengths and should be im-
proved.  That too is economic develop-

ment.  Over the next four years I want 
to continue the discussion about what 
kinds of economic development are best 
for our communities.

With the purchase of the old Herff 
Jones property (Human Services Build-
ing) and the previous purchase of the 
old Saint Francis properties (High Street 
Complex) Adams County is poised 
to have the resources to adequately ad-
dress future governmental growth.  To 
be crystal clear, if I felt that current and 
future services to our residents could be 
served without these properties, Herff 
Jones would never have been purchased 
and the Saint Francis properties would 
be up for sale already.  That is not the 
case.  As our population increases, our 
need for services and additional office 
space increases.  

My job as an elected official is to be re-
sponsible and fiscally prudent with our 
planning for inevitable future growth.  I 
believe that these two properties are the 
most cost effective way to plan for this 
future.  As we begin to design the Hu-
man Services Building, we will not only 
have space for existing rented offices, but 
we should be able to relocate archived re-
cords and maintenance storage out of 
the High Street Complex, thus freeing 

up space better utilized as office space.  
Furthermore, the additional space at the 
Human Services Building may provide 
for joint equipment and supply purchas-
ing, thus enabling the county and po-
tentially other local governments to save 
funds through bulk purchasing.  While 
I can try to outline all of the “potential” 
uses of each property, we will only know 
the best uses after thorough reviews by 
architectural and engineering experts.  
Once a plan is developed, we will be able 
to begin budgeting for these changes and 
over the next ten years deliberately ren-
ovate or build the space Adams Coun-
ty government needs to effectively deliv-
er services to our residents.

Over the past four years I have done 
my best to serve the people of Adams 
County.  With your input I will contin-
ue to do the same for the next four years.  
As we begin reviewing next year’s bud-
get, work towards economic success, and 
plan for future county office space I will 
need your advice.  If you have any con-
cerns or would like to help move Adams 
County forward please join me on my 
facebook page at Marty Qually for Ad-
ams County Commissioner, email me 
at martyqually@gmail.com, or call my 
personal cellphone at 717-339-6514.  
For the next four year I work for you.  
Let’s make it another great four year.

PUBLIC WORKS SUPERVISOR

The Borough of Carroll Valley is accepting resumes for a working Su-
pervisor of the Roads Department. This individual will oversee plow-

ing, road construction and repair, culvert repair and installation, equip-
ment maintenance and roadside mowing among other duties. Successful 
candidate must have: computer skills, excellent communication skills, ad-
vanced mechanical skills, valid Class B CDL driver’s license and motivat-
ed toward service and teamwork. Applicant should submit a resume and a 
completed application to the attention of “Municipal Services Supervisor 
Search.” Applications are available at www.carrollvallev.org or at the office, 
5685Fairfield Road, Carroll Valley, PA 17320 and will be accepted un-
til December 14, 2015. For more information call 717-642-8269. EOE.

ties. At a time when radical militants are 
desperately seeking entry into our coun-
try to commit acts of terror, it makes lit-
tle sense for local authorities to thumb 
their collective noses at federal immi-
gration officials when a potential dan-
ger is identified. The need for coopera-

tion between state and local officials has 
never been greater, and I am hopeful that 
the current conversation about the treat-
ment of refugees can be broadened to 
include a discussion of how we can best 
protect our communities from all poten-
tial threats.
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COMMENTARY

Shannon Bohrer

Christmas is coming and that’s 
a good thing.  It is a magical 

time of the year when we celebrate 
the birth of Jesus.  Christmas can be 
uplifting and inspirational; peace on 
earth and good will toward man - 
sounds likes such a noble cause.  Of 
course we also see family and friends, 
sometimes family that we only see 
because they are family.   Sometime 
we also eat and drink too much and 
we don’t follow our healthy diets 
and exercise routines.   Even when 
we don’t have healthy diets and ex-
ercise routines, we sometimes think 
we do so we over look our indul-
gences as temporary.  Of course all 
of this helps with our choice(s) for 
New Year resolutions.  With every-
thing going on our holiday spirt can 
sometimes be confusing, losing sight 
of the meaning of Christmas - and 
that’s wrong.  

While Peace on earth is a noble 
thought during the holidays, it is 
rarely talked about or discussed dur-
ing the rest of the year.  The fact that 
it seems to fit with Christmas proba-
bly adds to our good thoughts.  Just 
the idea that it could even be pos-
sible should give us both hope and 
inspiration.  I say that because his-
tory tells us that real peace on earth 

Ralph F. Murphy

The West Asian nation of Tur-
key which also attaches geo-

graphically to Europe has just wit-
nessed its second Parliamentary 
election since June of this year. This 
“snap poll” was needed because no 
single, political party was able to es-
tablish a majority. All 550 seats of 
the Grand National Assembly of 
Turkey were at stake and the rul-
ing Justice and Development Par-
ty (AKP) moved from 258 seats to 
316. They needed 276 seats for a 
ruling majority.

Incumbent Prime Minister Ah-
met Davutoglu and President Re-
cep Erdogan of the AKP will now 
have a clear mandate to promote 
their vision of Turkey’s role for the 
future. Unfortunately, because of 
their platform and much of their 
actions, they are likely to slip back 
into the past decade dealing as Is-
lamist and authoritarian.

Turkey is in a region of great tur-
moil- largely due to the Syrian civ-
il war. They have taken in the most 
refugees- an estimated 1 million, 
and they are having problems hous-
ing and feeding them. Violence has 
erupted along its southern borders. 
A Kurdish region of varied ethnic, 
Muslim peoples, who are still Sun-
nis and mostly Turks that have been 
drained of resources and suffered 
much damage. This includes polit-

Words from Winterbilt

Common Cents

Peace on Earth and the Christmas gift?

Neo Ottomans ical bombings as well as cross bor-
der attacks of Peshmerga targets in 
Kurdistan Iraq.

The country has a long and fa-
bled history dating back to 1299 
AD as the Ottoman Empire. It was 
renamed Turkey in 1923 with post 
World War 1 allied impetus and 
aid. Prime Minister Mustafa Ke-
mal Ataturk’s political platform was 
radical for its day as he tried to dis-
suade Quran teachings or Caliph-
ate interpretations to influence so-
ciety at all levels. This included 
passing stringent laws banning cus-
toms such as face veils for women 
. However, his politics were left of 
center and his political legacy in the 
Republican People’s Party (CHP) 
reflected that position often causing 
resentment among friends and do-
mestic parties who otherwise often 
agreed with the push to modernize. 

The CHP dominated politi-
cal life in Turkey from the 1920’s 
through to 1960. That year a 
bloody coup d’etat was staged 
which killed the Prime Minis-
ter and his staff, as he reportedly 
had sought closer links with So-
viet Moscow. There were 4 coups 
between 1960 to 1997 and they 
were mostly about economic is-
sues or religion. The Turkish mil-
itary until very recently consid-
ered itself the key “defenders of 
the (secular) Constitution”. That 
was before Erdogan, a moderate 
Islamist, attempted to maintain 
or enhance Islamic culture there. 

He even managed to reverse some 
of Ataturk’s secular measures and 
almost impossibly - the military’s 
role. The military has since been 
forced to “go along” with the Is-
lamist agenda.

Turkey is probably the best ex-
ample of the difficulty when im-
plementing an Arab Spring in 
other Muslim nations as they seek 
plurality and secular inclusion. 
The Quran has interwoven polit-
ical, economic, and religious in-
stitutions which are (or ideally 
should be) kept separate when in-
troducing western ideas. The re-
sult has been a complex mixture of 
laws and social standards that are 
aggressive when applied and pro-
mote hostility and often violence 
that is supported by the regional 
Caliphates or political - religious 
leaders. The west doesn’t have an 
equivalent. It is similar to having 
a radicalized church leader who 
is running both the City Council 
and the Chamber of Commerce.

Following the 1997 coup, then 
Istanbul Mayor Recep Erdogan be-
came radicalized and was jailed for 
anti secular activities. He was lat-
er banned from politics altogether 
in 1998. A member of the Welfare 
Party - he joined forces with fellow 
Islamist Abdullah Gul to found the 
Virtue Party which split into hard 
and moderate religious factions. 
Gul and Erdogan projected the lat-
ter’s interests, but remained at odds 
with the military who continued to 

want politics devoid of direct the-
ocracy. The moderate faction be-
came the AKP in 2001.

Gul gained power as Prime Min-
ister in 2002 and served until 2003 
when Erdogan’s ban from poli-
tics was lifted and he assumed the 
Prime Minister’s post. He remained 
in office through the 2007 and 
2011 polls as Gul moved to a large-
ly ceremonial, Presidential posi-
tion. A key issue in his rise to power 
was his desire for European Union 
(EU) membership. The EU viewed 
Turkey as a non-European power 
even though they were members of 
the NATO and OSCE security al-
liances. Nevertheless, Turkey ”kept 
trying” for membership. The EU, 
however, wanted social reforms that 
were at odds with the Quran and 
Erdogan couldn’t deliver.

Whether by chance or remark-
able political savvy, Erdogan effec-
tively redesigned the nation’s Na-
tional Security Council which then 
controlled the military and much 
of their intelligence to the apparent 
applause of the EU. Media purges, 
judicial and police reforms as well 
as curbed human rights “demeaned 
the rule of law”, but were relatively 
minor issues compared to the effec-
tive neutralization of the military’s 
secular goals in politics. Erdogan’s 
Islamist agenda went forward af-
ter military operations “Sledge-
hammer” and “Ergenkon” to al-
legedly foment unrest then restore 
order were exposed in 2003. Erdo-
gan and the AKP looked victim-
ized and they consolidated power 
that they have retained until this 
past Autumn.

Gul was President until the 2014 
election when Prime Minister Er-
dogan stepped down after a 12 year 
reign. He moved to the President’s 
post last year and AKP’s Davotoglu, 
an affable former Foreign Minister, 
assumed the Prime Minister’s post. 
Erdogan appears to have moved 
considerable power from the Prime 
Minister’s office to his own. Espe-
cially Cabinet positions that were 
formerly ceremonial in nature. He 
now has a 5 year term but can only 
serve two. The Prime Minister has 
a 4 year term, but as the “snap elec-
tion” on 1 November shows, the 
time length can be altered if the 
Parliament desires its review.

Self proclaimed Neo Ottoman Er-
dogan has a political mandate for the 
AKP party as it retains the Presiden-
cy, Prime Minister as well as Speaker 
posts, but he really doesn’t have the 
military. This is a historic precedent 
that could prove costly if the military 
chooses to restore their role as a Con-
stitutional and secular safeguard. The 
way forward to a stable Turkish social 
structure may well be the CHP sec-
ular platform with AKP private mar-
ket advocacy, but it may take another 
coup and subsequent party reforma-
tion to accomplish it. The Muslim 
direction is also routinely perni-
cious and emotional in effect so that 
a key source of concern as well. Sta-
bility might happen through polit-
ical reformulation, but it is not the 
standard in Turkey- despite wishful 
thinking that it could be.

To read past editions of Common 
Cents visit the Authors section of Em-
mitsburg.net.

is a very rare event.  World history, 
on the topic of peace on earth is just 
depressing.  Between 3500 BC and 
2015, we have had about 300 years 
of peace.  That is not a good record 
and it also means that during most 
of the Christmas celebrations wars 
were being waged somewhere in the 
world.  Of course if your country or 
state is under threat or is attacked, is 
defending yourself unethical? 

Throughout recorded history 
many of the conflicts have been re-
lated to religious beliefs.  And yet 
war in the name of God, does not 
fit with the name of God.  Dur-
ing our civil war, President Lincoln 
said the both sides were praying to 
the same God for victory.  I won-
der how many other wars occurred 
where both sides prayed to the same 
God for victory.

Presently, during our involvements 
in the Middle East for the last 14 years, 
the “Arab Spring” occurred.  While 
the term the “Arab Spring” sounds 
like a good thing, it really means con-
flict and war has broken out – in mul-
tiple countries.  It also means that in-
dividuals and groups are fighting on 
multiple sides, hoping to be on the 
winning side.  For the United States 
it means we have politicians and talk-
ing heads; the experts, telling us who 
we should support in the conflicts.  

Currently we have US Military troops 
in Afghanistan (and Iraq and Syria, 
but not that many) and several oth-
er potential hot spots.   And if some 
had their way we would have more 
troops in Afghanistan and we would 
be sending troops to Libya, more back 
to Iraq, to Yemen and to several Afri-
can nations.  And that is not counting 
the troops we have in the Baltic coun-
tries conducting NATO training.  Re-
member, Crimea - which was part of 
Ukraine! 

Our politicians, many of which 
are running for President, have told 
us that we left Iraq too early allow-
ing ISIS to flourish.  They say we 
need to support the moderate reb-
els in Syria and we also need a no-
fly zone.  They also reason there is 
so much conflict in Libya is because 
we did not send in the troops.  And 
now they believe we need to go back 
because President Putin is interfer-
ing and it’s embarrassing.   It was 
bad enough that we allowed Putin 
to take Crimea (as if we really had a 
choice).  They allege that our friends 
no longer trust us and we have em-
boldened our enemies.  

Repeating the same interventions 
over and over will resolve the issues, 
it will make us safer and it will bring 
peace on earth. Yea, sure it will.   Of 
course it also makes us look strong, 
at least to ourselves.  Maybe the 
world sees it differently? Maybe we 

should rethink our involvements.   
In the Middle East we have been 

in Afghanistan the longest.    We 
went to war in Afghanistan because 
the groups that attacked us on 911 
resided and operated there.  Afghan-
istan was not their country; they just 
operated there without any govern-
mental interference, possibly be-
cause there was no centralized gov-
ernment.  We all know the history 
since our initial entrance, our ene-
mies moved, migrated, emigrated 
and evolved or morphed into other 
groups.   Currently we have been at 
war in the Middle East for over four-
teen years and there does not seem 
to be an end in sight.  The questions 
we might want to ask; is what can 
we do that we have not done in the 
first fourteen years and are we real-
ly safer?  

It also should be repeated that the 
talking heads and politicians often 
tell us that after we fight and defeat 
the insurgency; we will be spread-
ing democracy.  I am not a world 
historian, but when did the United 
States ever engage in defeating an in-
surgency and it worked the way we 
expected?   Our military is the best 
and they can best any other military, 
but an insurgency is not a military.  
Insurgencies are ideologies that can 
just keep recruiting, moving and just 
changing.  The accepted strategy to 
defeat an ideology is to change the 
government.  We did that in Iraq, 
but I don’t think it worked.  When 
citizens in northern Iraq say they are 
more afraid of the Iraqi Government 

than ISIS – that is a clue. When the 
government of Saudi Araba say they 
are more afraid of Iran than ISIS – 
that is another clue.

If we could build democracies as 
good as we defeat armies, I don’t 
think we would still be in the Mid-
dle East.  If anything, we have dem-
onstrated that after winning the bat-
tle, we should just leave.  Literally, 
we don’t seem to have any idea of 
how to teach people to govern their 
own country.  And now our histori-
cal enemy; Russia, had entered Syr-
ia and is fully engaged with troops 
and equipment.  It would appear 
that President Putin plans on stay-
ing a long time.  If you recall, before 
we went to Afghanistan it was Rus-
sia that was in Afghanistan for over 
9 years.  I wonder how that worked?  

Maybe we should view Putin’s 
move into the Middle East as a 
Christmas Gift.  As long as a world 
power is in Syria keeping the peace, 
maybe we should just leave. If we 
stay, does anyone really think any-
thing would change?  History may 
say that with great intentions we just 
overreached.  And just maybe histo-
ry would say that instead of staying 
and embracing our past errors, we 
changed directions. There may not 
be peace in the world this Christ-
mas, but it does not mean that we 
have to be at war. 

Merry Christmas.

To read past editions of Words from 
Winterbilt visit the Authors section of 
Emmitsburg.net.
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COMMENTARY

WIlliam Hillman

Respect. Aretha Franklin sang for 
it. Mohammad Ali fought for 

it. And today we don’t have enough 
of it. 

Recently there was a video mak-
ing the rounds on all the news sta-
tions. In this video, a girl is forcibly 
dragged out of her school desk by a 
security guard. This sent the country 
into tremors once again with the al-
legations of police brutality, racism, 
profiling, etc. 

One commentator made the 
point that the system was rigged and 
had failed this girl. I agree, the sys-
tem has failed her. Before I go into 
why on my thoughts on it, let me 
say I don’t know this girl. I don’t 
know anything about her back-
ground or where she is from. All 
I know is what was on the video. 
Therefore, my comments are limit-
ed to what I saw on the video. I’ll 
also make some assumptions about 
her background and if these assump-
tions are wrong, I apologize. 

It was not the security guard’s 
fault. He was dealing with the situa-
tion that presented itself the best way 
he knew. First, the teacher could not 
deal with the situation and called the 
principal. The principal could not 
get the girl to comply and called the 
security guard. The security guard 
made her comply. 

According to google, the average 
US salary of a teacher is $45,000. 
The average salary of a principal is 

The American Mind

Down Under
Submitted by Lindsay!  
Melbourne, Australia

They that give up essential lib-
erty to obtain a little temporary 
safety deserve neither liberty nor 
safety. —Benjamin Franklin

The horrific bombings in Par-
is on November fourteen are 

the continuation of a campaign to 
punish America and all who have 
sided with her. It has put the cause 
of civilization, freedom, commu-
nity, and peace back decades, and 
the whole world will never be the 
same again. Terrorists have one 
aim – to induce terror into the 
hearts of others so that they will 
capitulate. They aim to disrupt 
any society that dares stand in its 
way, and have the ability to use 
every piece of modern technolo-
gy and publicity with a sophisti-
cation that is dumbfounding. 

Isis and related groups are not 
disaffected groups of citizens; 
they are not breakaway political 
parties, persecuted minorities, or 
gung ho militias. They are smart, 
informed and angry people who 
do not care for anything or any-
body who disagrees with them. 
Their roots can be traced back 

Civil Liberties over 1000 years, yet it is only in 
the past 30 years that the resent-
ments, injustices and humilia-
tions they have suffered over that 
millennium have boiled over into 
madness. 

This anger has been presented 
as a rallying point for young Mus-
lims who have either experienced 
similar injustices, or have graph-
ically been told of them by rela-
tives, teachers or mullahs. Their 
slogans have been based on dis-
torted interpretations of the Ko-
ran, and their appeal has been 
sufficiently powerful that the in-
humanity of their aims is over-
looked and ignored. Self sacrifice 
has been embraced as the glori-
ous price to be paid; attacks by 
their enemies are touted as proof 
of persecution, and every death a 
victory. 

There are a multitude of factors 
behind this, but one – and only 
one – stands out as the primary 
source of their hatred: American 
interference into the affairs of oth-
er nations, especially those in the 
middle east. Their hatred is based 
not on just the overt interference, 
but the ethos on which it thrives. 
Contrary to what you at home 
may believe, America is centred 
on producing only one outcome: 
The furtherance of its own inter-

ests. Nothing stands in the way of 
that, and the means by which this 
is achieved are many, devious, and 
without regard for international 
law, codes of conduct, or the wel-
fare of the citizens. 

It’s tempting to give a summary 
of those means, but it is so painful 
to think about that the best I can 
do is to say that you are all in the 
grip of the greatest illusion ever 
staged. If I were to ask you which 
is the greatest country on earth, 
the one with greatest freedoms, 
success, power, resources and cul-
ture I have no doubt you would 
unanimously reply “Why, ours!”

And you would be telling the 
truth from your perspective, be-
cause you live in a world bound-
ed by mirrors that reflect back 
your society. “Yes”, you might 
add, “we know things are not per-
fect, there are too many poor, 
too much crime, too many strug-
gling, but we are still the top na-
tion, the only one worth that ti-
tle.” And who can blame you? It’s 
what you are told every day in ev-
ery way, but the price of living in 
this paradise is that of your free-
dom. Freedom from the truth, 
freedom of being allowed to care 
for the fate and condition of for-
eigners, freedom from the abili-
ty to open the box of secrets that 
govern your lives, freedom from 
compassion. 

Would you agree that the over-
all aim of America as a nation is 

to make the rest of the world in-
distinguishable from it? That ev-
eryone should be like Americans, 
like you, with a few minor dif-
ferences to show they were once 
some other nation with differ-
ent cultures, beliefs and ways? I 
would hope not, yet that is the 
aim.. 

Isis et al cannot see that indi-
vidually you are great folk, caring, 
generous and kind. They can only 
see what your conception of su-
preme America has pushed their 
faces into: the mire of exploita-
tion, the horror of uncaring at-
tacks, the humiliation of religious 
denigration. And the real prob-
lem you all face is that you cannot 
see it either. Life is too cozy, your 
safety is constantly guaranteed, 
the major press is informed with 
truth and reality, your leaders of 
all kinds are so trustworthy, and 
you believe you live in the greatest 
nation on earth. What you also 
see is that the only way to deal 
with terrorism is to bomb it into 
oblivion, not that it is much too 
late to deal with it that way. That 
the way was lost when you em-
barked on hegemony and subju-
gation of those who stood in the 
path to world supremacy. 

And most of the the rest of the 
world has been dragged into it. 
We all have, at best, a love-hate 
relationship with you. We have to 
kowtow or be put on your hit list. 
We do not want $9,000,000,000 

worth of more useless aircraft, 
but are stuck with getting them. 
Many of us are sick of that, and 
wish to preserve our long and 
wonderful heritages, our ways of 
life, and to not surrender our free-
doms for the pottage you offer. 
France is suffering, we have and 
will suffer, those you have raped 
still suffer, while your five bil-
lion dollars an hour keeps the bad 
guys at bay. I wonder how China 
views all this? What do you think?

Of course many of you have 
never fallen into the trap of meg-
alomania, you cherish your civ-
il liberties above all else, and are 
appalled at the way your govern-
ments behave. You will not give 
up one iota of freedom for the 
sake of security, for you know you 
finish up with neither. 

Christmas will be with us soon, 
and the very name in that word 
has come to mean love and care 
for all. I would like to propose 
that we unite in the promotion 
of real freedom – to respect and 
value the people of other lands, 
to let them show us their culture 
and care for us, and to subvert the 
message of imperial America.

Time for a truly happy, forgiv-
ing Christmas, one full of civil 
liberty for all.

Lindsay, Melbourne

To read past editions of Down Un-
der visit the Authors section of Em-
mitsburg.net.

$92,000. The average salary of a se-
curity guard is $24,000. Who are 
these teachers and principles that 
we entrust with our kids, yet, have 
no control over them? The teach-
er and the principal were incapable 
of performing their job. And with 
great protest we blame the situation 
on the security guard. As we know, 
blame always rolls downhill.

But the real blame doesn’t lie with 
the teachers, the principal, or the 
security guard. This is a situation 
where the girl in question appears to 
have no respect for anyone. Lack of 
respect starts at home. 

Respect is something that should 
be instilled in children, with love, 
starting at a young age. If they don’t 
learn it from their parents and fam-
ily, they might end up learning it 
from the end of a stick later in life. 

Teaching your children to be re-
spectful is not an easy thing. Trust 
me, I know this. Children are ba-
sically feral animals whose natural 
desire is to stay wild. And they will 
fight you every step of the way. 

My oldest child, who today is 
mostly civilized, has a very hard time 
accepting the fact that he is a child 
and therefore of a different class 
than adults. When told it’s bedtime 
he says, “It’s not fair, you get to stay 
up and I have to go to bed!” 

In this age, it’s not easy to be a 
parent fighting this battle. All the 
signals children get are the opposite 
of respect. In many of the TV shows 
geared towards children, adults 

play the fools. In school, many of 
their peer’s parents have given up 
on teaching respect or never start-
ed. I can’t tell you how it kills me 
when a kid walks up and addresses 
me by my first name. Or when my 
children’s mate’s parents insist my 
child calls them by their first name. 
What is going on with these parents? 
Don’t get me started on “please” and 
“thank you.” 

Our job is not to be friends with 
our children, but to raise them to re-
spect others and themselves. If we 
are successful, you will have more 
than a friend, you will have someone 
who loves and respects you. Other-
wise, they still will not be your friend 
because they will never respect you.

Honestly, it’s not very difficult to 
raise your children to be good peo-
ple. All the studies and books that 
have ever been written on the sub-
ject can be summed up in a few rules 
of thumb. You want to give your 
child a shot at a happy life, then 
here you go. Just a warning, many 
of these rules are very politically in-
correct:

Children need a father and moth-
er- This may seem like common 
sense, but today more than half of 
children are born into a single-par-
ent family. Boys especially need fa-
thers. If you want to read more on 
this topic, go to the library and find 
an old book called “Iron John.”

Have a religion- Children who 
grow up believing in nothing will 
turn into adults who believe in any-
thing. Religion is a very powerful 

social binding. Believing in a high-
er power brings humility and hope. 
Your kids might not be very religious 
as they grow older, but having that 
religious card in their back pock-
et when life look hopeless, may just 
save their lives.

Have a meal together as a fam-
ily several times a week, if not ev-
ery night- And keep the TV off. 
This point cannot be emphasized 
enough. Kids whose families regu-
larly eat together on average do bet-
ter in school, and are less likely to get 
involved in drugs. There’s a reason 
why sharing meals is so important in 
many religions. This is a time when 
bonds are created. Stories and the 
day’s events are shared, and most im-
portantly, are listened to. At no other 
point will you spend as much direct-
interaction time with your children 
and spouse as at the dining table.

Have your child involved in 
some sort of team or regular group 
activities- They don’t have to be 
the best or the star player. They 
don’t even have to be good. They 

do need to learn to be a member of 
the team. They also need to learn 
how to win, and more importantly 
how to lose. While on the subject, 
coaches, please don’t give out those 
God-awful participation trophies. 
Trophies are for winning. If you 
want to give the kids something, 
give them the practice balls they 
used during the season, or maybe a 
hat with the league name on it, but 
can we just please do away with the 
participation trophies?

Insist on good manners and prop-
er respect for others- The best way to 
teach manners and respect is by ex-
ample. 

Know who your children are 
hanging out with - Their peers can 
have a lot of influence on them. 

I give no guarantee, but these sim-
ple rules will help to give our chil-
dren a fighting chance of staying off 
the evening news. 

To read past editions of The American 
Mind visit the Authors’ section of Em-
mitsburg.net.

Keeping your kids off the evening news
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THE PASTOR’S DESK

Silent Night?
Pastor John Talcott 
Christ Community Church

Pastor Chris Spruill Incar-
nation United Church of 

Christ
It Came Upon a Midnight 

Clear?  O Little Town of Beth-
lehem?  Grandma Got Run Over 
by a Reindeer??  Almost every 
person has one.  That one spe-
cial Christmas song that, once 
they hear it, means the Christ-
mas season has officially begun.  
As of this writing there are, of 
course, already decorations and 
other holiday ware appearing in 
local stores.  Cities and towns are 
beginning to string lights and 
hang banners and build manger 
scenes and decorate pine trees.  
Businesses are planning Christ-
mas and Holiday parties.  Plans 
are being made for special trips 
to see special people.

But the holiday season isn’t 
easy or fun or festive for every-
one.  Imagine if you could not 
afford to buy any Christmas 
presents for your children or 
your spouse.  What if you didn’t 
have a home to decorate?  You 
probably wouldn’t feel much 
like singing, even your favor-
ite Christmas songs.  Howev-
er, there are ways we can help.  
There are wonderful opportuni-
ties that we can help to provide 
for any and all of our most vul-
nerable neighbors.

One way that we can help is 

to become involved in the in-
valuable work being done at the 
Seton Center.  The Seton Cen-
ter is a local non-profit, located 
right here in Emmitsburg, where 
the most basic human needs can 
be met.  Their work with area 
homeless and those less for-
tunate has provided a beacon 
of light in the bleak mid-win-
ter.  There are countless ways in 
which anyone can become in-
volved in helping out.  You can 
volunteer to help at the Center 
by offering hospitality, staffing 
the store or helping to sort do-
nated items.  Find out ways you 
can help by accessing their web-
site at www.setoncenterinc.org.  
You can also call the Center at 
301-447-6102.

Another local charity that is 
doing wonderful work in the 
lives of those in our area that 
are struggling is the Frederick 
Rescue Mission.  Through their 
Adopt-a-Resident program you 
can provide gifts for a family in 
transition or a family that has 
been touched by chemical ad-
diction.  Santa’s Work Shop pro-
vides the opportunity to provide 
toys to children for Christmas 
gifts that their families would 
otherwise not be able to afford.  
They also sponsor an annual 
Christmas Turkey Give Away in 
which you can provide turkeys 
that will go to needy families.  
For more information on how 
you can help, please visit their 

website at www.therescuemis-
sion.org or you can call the of-
fice at 301-695-6633.

One great way that you can 
help this holiday season is to 
become involved in providing 
monetary support to the mis-
sion and outreach funds avail-
able at most of our local area 
Emmitsburg churches.  You are 
probably already aware of what 
your church is doing to help out 
this year, but if you don’t have 
a church home, I encourage you 
to visit any one of our down-
town churches to find out what 
is going on to provide light to 
chase away the darkness in the 
lives of the less fortunate.

Another problem that comes 
about during the holiday sea-
son is an increase in seasonal 
depression.  Perhaps because of 
the shorter days or the lack of 
sunlight, but mostly because of 
some type of change that has oc-
curred in the life of an individu-
al in the past year, the Christmas 
season can be an especially diffi-
cult time of the year.  It’s not al-
ways easy for us to identify ways 
in which our friends and fami-
ly members are suffering, espe-
cially when we are so focused 
on our own holiday stress, but 
some of the signs of seasonal de-

pression are easy to spot.  Has a 
family member pulled away in-
explicably from the usual family 
hub-bub around holiday prepa-
rations?  Do you have a neigh-
bor who normally has their 
house decorated before Thanks-
giving but they’ve been slow to 
put out the Santa or the manger 
scene this year?  Is one of your 
friends less talkative than usual?  
These are all signs that season-
al depression has set in.  Also, 
if you know that someone has 
had a life-altering change in the 
past year, it’s always a good idea 
to check up on them during the 
holiday season. 

If you know someone who 
has lost a loved-one in 2015, 
this will be their first Christmas 
without that special person.  If 
you are aware that a family mem-
ber has dealt with an uncommon 
amount of stress this year, they 
are a likely candidate for sea-
sonal depression.  Make sure to 
check in with your loved ones so 
that we can keep an eye on our 
community members who might 
be suffering more than they are 
willing to share.  If you find 
yourself suffering from unex-
pected sadness or ennui, talk to 
a friend or family member and 
let them know you are hurting.  

We can all get so caught up in 
the season that it is easy to miss 
some of the most obvious signs 
of seasonal depression even in 
those close to us.

I would like to take the oppor-
tunity to wish all of you a Mer-
ry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year.  If you celebrate from an-
other faith tradition, please ac-
cept this as a sincere wish that 
you have the Happiest of Hol-
iday Seasons.  Please take the 
opportunity this month to take 
part in the Advent preparations 
going on with our local church-
es and don’t sit at home alone on 
Christmas Eve.  Find a local con-
gregation with whom you can 
celebrate the Light that chases 
away all darkness!

Not part of a church? Then 
Incarnation United Church of 
Christ invites you to join them 
for their Christmas Eve service is 
scheduled for 7PM on the 24th. 
The Church will be celebrating 
Advent preparation each Sunday 
in December prior to Christmas. 

Incarnation United Church 
of Christ is located at 124 West 
Main Street, Emmitsburg.

To read past editions of The Pas-
tor’s Desk visit the Authors section 
of Emmitsburg.net. 
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THE BOOK OF DAYS

The Christmas-day of 1642 was 
marked by the birth of one of the 

world’s greatest men—one who effected 
more than any other person in render-
ing the world familiar to us, in an astro-
nomical point of view. During his long 
and invaluable life, which extended to 
the 20th of March 1727 his researches 
extended over an illimitable domain of 
science, and are imperishably written on 
the page of philosophy. 

One or two incidents connected 
with his life will be found narrated in a 
previous article; but we may suitably no-
tice, in this place, the remarkable way in 
which the grandest and most sublime of 
all his discoveries has become popular-
ly associated with a very trivial circum-
stance—the fall of an apple.

It is curious to trace the manner in 
which this apple-story has been told 
by different writers, and the different 
opinions formed concerning it. Pem-
berton, who received from Newton 
himself the history of his first ideas of 
gravitation, does not mention the ap-
ple, but speaks simply of the idea hav-
ing occurred to the philosopher ‘as he 
sat alone in a garden.’  

Voltaire says: ‘One day, in the year 
1666, Newton went into the country, 
and seeing fruit fall from a tree (as his 
niece, Madame Conduit, has informed 
me), entered into a profound train of 
thought as to the causes which could 
lead to such a drawing-together or at-
traction.’ Hegel, referring to this subject, 
alludes contemptuously to the story of 
the apple, as a modern version of the 
history of the tree of knowledge, with 
whose fruit the serpent beguiled Eve.  

Sir. David Brewster, in his Life of 
Newton, does not expressly declare ei-
ther his acceptance or rejection of the 
apple-legend; but his tone denotes the 
former rather than the latter. He consid-
ers the date to have been more proba-
bly 1665 than 1666, when the apple is 
said to have fallen from the tree at Wool-
sthorpe, and suggested to Newton the 
idea of gravity. 

When sitting alone in the garden, 
and speculating on the power of grav-
ity, it occurred to him that as the same 
power by which the apple fell to the 
ground was not sensibly diminished at 
the greatest distance from the centre of 
the earth to which we can reach, neither 

at the summits of the loftiest spires, nor 
on the tops of the highest mountains, it 
might extend to the moon and retain 
her in her orbit, in the same manner as 
it bends into a curve a stone or a can-
non ball, when projected in a straight 
line from the surface of the earth. If 
the moon was thus kept in her orbit 
by gravitation to the earth, or, in oth-
er words, its attraction, it was equally 
probable, he thought, that the planets 
were kept in their orbits by gravitating 
towards the sun.

Kepler had discovered the great 
law of the planetary motions, that the 
squares of their periodic times were as 
the cubes of their distances from the 
sun; and hence Newton drew the im-
portant conclusion, that the force of 
gravity or attraction, by which the plan-
ets were retained in their orbits, var-
ies as the square of their distances from 
the sun. Knowing the force of gravity 
at the earth’s surface, he was, therefore, 
led to compare it with the force exhib-
ited in the actual motion of the moon, 
in a circular orbit; but having assumed 
that the distance of the moon from the 
earth was equal to sixty of the earth’s 
semi-diameters, he found that the force 
by which the moon was drawn from its 
rectilineal path in a second of time was 
only 13.9 feet, whereas, at the surface of 
the earth it was 16.1 feet. This great dis-
crepancy between his theory and what 
he then considered to be the fact, in-
duced him to abandon the subject, and 
pursue other subjects with which he 
had been previously occupied.’

Mr. De Morgan believes that the 
current story grew out of a conversa-
tion, magnified in the way of which we 
have such a multitude of instances. Sir. 
Isaac, in casual talk with his niece, may 
have mentioned the fall of some fruit as 
having once struck his mind, when he 
was pondering on the moon’s motion; 
and she, without any intention of de-
ceiving, may have retailed this conver-
sation in a way calculated to give too 
much importance to it.

‘The story of the apple is pleas-
ant enough, and would need no seri-
ous discussion, if it were not connect-
ed with a remarkable misapprehension. 
As told, the myth is made to convey the 
idea that the fall of an apple put into 
Newton’s mind what had never entered 

into the mind of any one before him—
namely, the same kind of attraction be-
tween several bodies as exists between an 
apple and the earth. In this way, the real 
glory of such men as Newton is lowered.’ 

It should be known that the idea had 
been for many years floating before the 
minds of physical inquirers, in order that 
a proper estimate may be formed of the 
way in which Newton’s power cleared 
away the confusion, and vanquished the 
difficulties which had prevented very 
able men from proceeding beyond con-
jecture.’

Mr. De Morgan proceeds to shew 
that Kepler, Bouillard, and Huyghens, 
had all made discoveries, or put forth 
speculations, relating to the probable 
law by which the heavenly bodies attract 
each other; and that Newton, compar-
ing those partial results, and bringing his 
own idea of universal gravitation to bear 
upon them, arrived at his important 
conclusions, without needing any such 
aid as the fall of an apple.

We may expect, in spite of all the 
arguments of the sages, that the story 
of the apple will continue in favour. 
In the beautiful new museum at Ox-

ford, the statue of Newton is sculp-
tured with the renowned pippin at 
the philosopher’s feet.

To read other selections for Rob-
ert Chambers’ Book of Days visit 
www.thebookofdays.com.

Sir Isaac Newton and the apple

December, like the three pre-
ceding months, derives 

its, name from the place which 
it held in the old Roman calen-
dar, where the year was divided, 
nominally, only into ten months, 
with the insertion of supplemen-
tary days, to complete the period 
required for a revolution of the 
earth round the sun. 

In allusion to the practice of 
lighting fires in this month for the 
purpose of warmth, and the con-
sequent inconveniences which re-
sulted, Martial applies to it the ep-
ithet of fumosus or smoky. He 
also characterises it as canus or 
hoary, from the snows which then 
overspread the high grounds. 

By the ancient Saxons, De-
cember was styled Winter-monat 

History and character of December
or winter month; a term which, af-
ter their conversion to Christiani-
ty, was changed to Heligh-monat 
or holy month from the anniversa-
ry, which occurs in it, of the birth 
of Christ. Among the modern 
Germans, December is still, from 
this circumstance, distinguished 
by the epithet of Christmonat.

On the 22nd of December, the 
sun enters the sign of Capricornus 
or the Goat. The idea thus allego-
rized by a climbing animal is said 
to be the ascent of the sun, which, 
after reaching its lowest declina-
tion at the winter-solstice, on the 
21st of this month, recommences 
its upward path, and continues to 
do so from that date till it attains 
its highest altitude at the summer-
solstice, on the 21st of June.
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Christmas services and activities
Michael Kenney Jr. 
MSM Class of 2019

With all the anticipated church 
events, there seems to be no 

room for a “Silent Night” during this 
buzzing Christmas season. From ami-
able community dinners to charm-
ing candlelit services, churches all over 
the area have been working hard to 
provide a host of community events 
in honor of a celebratory Christmas 
Day. While each event carries a dis-
tinctive flavor, many of the longstand-
ing church events hold great historic 
significance. 

In addition to their Christmas Eve 
liturgies at 7:30 p.m., St. Elizabeth 
Ann Seton Shrine invites all to expe-
rience their candlelit museum tours 
and caroling event on December 12. 
With over 1,000 candles illuminating 
the shrine’s campus, guests will experi-
ence a twist in time as they tour Saint 
Elizabeth Ann Seton’s seventeenth 
and eighteenth century homes. Visit-
ing choirs will lead Christmas caroling 
at 7 p.m. in the Shrine’s basilica. The 
shrine is located at 339 South Seton 
Ave, Emmitsburg. 

Trinity Evangelical Lutheran 
Church invites all to attend A Candle-
light Christmas Concert on Decem-

ber 13 at 3 p.m. Traditional Christ-
mas carols will be orchestrated by 
organist Cathy Elkiss, guest violinist 
Dale Elkiss, and the Trinity JuBELLa-
tion Handbell Choir. Singing will be 
led by members of several community 
choirs including the Trinity Lutheran 
Church’s Luther Choir,  Taneytown 
Community Chorus, and Senior 
Singers of Carroll County. While the 
event is free, guests are encouraged 
to bring a canned food item for the 
Taneytown Caring and Sharing Food 
Bank. 

On December 24, Trinity Evan-
gelical Lutheran will be hosting three 
Christmas Eve services at 4 p.m., 7:30 
p.m., and 11:00 p.m. The 4 p.m. ser-
vice is called “The Children’s Christ-
mas” and will suit all children and 
their families. While music for “A 
Family Christmas Eve Service” will 
begin at 7 p.m., the service will for-
mally begin at 7:30 p.m. and will in-
clude scripture, stories, carols, and 
the sacrament of Holy Communion. 
Music at 10:30 p.m. will precede the 
closing service called “A Candlelight 
Midnight Service.” The service will 
officially begin at 11 p.m. and will in-
clude scripture readings, carols, and 
the sacrament of Holy Communion. 
Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church 

is located at 38 W. Baltimore Street, 
Taneytown.

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Creagerstown invites all 
visitors to swing by the church on 
December 20 for a special Christ-
mas harp concert featuring harpists 
Sally Lay and Elizabeth Allen. Re-
freshments will be provided. Later, 
on December 24, St. John’s offers two 
Christmas Eve services. The 5 p.m. 
celebration will include a chicken and 
ham dinner, and the 7:30 p.m. service 
will be a traditional worship service 
with Communion. St. John’s Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church of Creager-
stown is located at 8619 Black’s Mill 
Road Thurmont. 

On December 20, Liberty Worship 
Center in Fairfield will host a Christ-
mas themed human video. Ever since 
the early 1990s, Protestant church-
es all over the nation have performed 
human videos as a form of praise and 
worship. These live productions fuse 
Christian music with interpretive 
dance, modern dance, and miming. 
The performers at the Liberty Wor-
ship Center range from middle school 
to adulthood. The production will 
take place during the regular 10 a.m. 
service. On Christmas Eve night, Lib-
erty Worship Center will host two 
candlelit services at 7 and 11 p.m. 
Member Jason Paul comments that 
Liberty Worship Center is “a com-
munity place of worship where all are 
welcome.” Liberty Worship Center is 
located at 213 W Main St, Fairfield. 

The historic Grace United Church 
of Christ will be hosting a series of 
events during this Christmas season. 
On December 12, there will be a Live 
Nativity showing in the front lawn of 
the Church. On December 19, Grace 
Community Church will be host-
ing a Blue Christmas Service. While 
open to everyone in the community, 
this service is particularly designed for 
people who may be grieving during 

this Christmas season. Later, on De-
cember 20, the Grace United Church 
of Christ Youth Group will be Christ-
mas caroling. Christmas Eve servic-
es will include a 4:30 p.m. service for 
families and a 10:45 p.m. tradition-
al service. For more information, call 
the church office at (410) 756-2302. 
Grace United Methodist Church of 
Christ is located at 49 W. Baltimore 
Street Taneytown.

On December 5, come get some of 
your Christmas shopping done at the 
fourth annual Christmas Bazaar host-
ed by Christ’s Community Church. 
This bazaar will have gifts available 
for everyone on your list as there will 
be a variety of vendors, a silent auc-
tion, food and baked goods, and free 
pictures with St. Nicholas. The event 
will run from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., and 
fun childcare services will be available. 
Later, on Wednesday, December 23, 
people of all backgrounds are invited 
to come and learn about Jesus -- the 
reason for the Christmas season! Start-
ing at 7 p.m., Christ’s Community 
Church will take an in-depth look at 
the Book of Revelations. A children’s 
program will be available during the 
bible study. Christ’s Community 
Church is located at 303 W Lincoln 
Ave, in Emmitsburg.

Trinity United Methodist Church 
in Emmitsburg will host its annu-
al Christmas Eve Candlelight Fes-
tival of Carols and Readings. This 
service is loosely designed off of the 
original Candlelight Festival of Car-
ols and Readings, which took place 
at Cambridge University in the ear-
ly 20th century. Just a month af-
ter World War I concluded, former 
army chaplain and Dean of King’s 
College Eric Milner-White orga-
nized the service as a way of inspir-
ing hope and creativity in an afflict-
ed nation. Ever since, Christmas 
Eve Candlelight Festivals of Carols 
and Readings have brought awe-in-
spiring beauty to people all over the 
English-speaking world. The service 
at Trinity United Methodist Church 
takes place at 7 p.m. Candles and re-
freshments will be provided. Trinity 
United Methodist Church is located 
at 313 W Main St, Emmitsburg. 

Christmas Eve services at Ey-
ler’s Valley Chapel never fall short of 
breathtaking. Perched on a wood-
ed hill, the intimate chapel remains 
in the same historic condition since 
its founding in 1857. Eyler’s annu-
al Christmas Eve services pinnacle 
the chapel’s picturesque beauty as the 
entire chapel radiates with dozens of 
candles and resounds with Christ-
mas hymns. Evening services will take 
place at 5, 6:30, 8, 9:30, and 11 p.m. 
The services will include carols, prayer 
time, an offering for needs, and a 
speech. Various speakers will be in at-
tendance, including a missionary pas-
tor from Ohio. Visitors are advised to 
dress warmly and consider bringing 
a flashlight and blankets. Eyler’s Val-
ley Chapel is located on Eyler’s Valley 
Road just outside of in Emmitsburg. 

Moravian Lovefeast and Can-
dlelight Services have drawn wide-
spread appeal for centuries. For over 
two hundred years, the historic Grace 

Moravian Church in Thurmont has 
orchestrated their own Lovefeast and 
Candlelight Service. As with Mora-
vian Lovefeasts around the world, 
guests at the Graceham service will 
enjoy Christmas carols, customary 
Moravian sugar cakes, and enriching 
fellowship. This year, services will be-
gin with a special children’s message 
at 5 p.m. and will continue with tra-
ditional services at 7 p.m. and 9 p.m. 
Music will be led by visiting organist 
,James Fugate and his son, violinist 
Joshua Fugate. Pastor Sue Koenig in-
vites all to “share in the special celebra-
tion of the Savior’s birth.” Graceham 
Moravian Church is located at 8231 
Rocky Ridge Rd, Thurmont, 

Harriet Episcopal Church invites 
people of all backgrounds to celebrate 
Christmas Eve with caroling and can-
dlelit services. Christmas caroling be-
ginning at 7 p.m. and 10:30 p.m. pre-
cedes both of the 7:30 p.m. and 11 
p.m. candlelight services. Commu-
nion will be offered at each service. 
Harriet Episcopal Church is located 
at 12625 Catoctin Furnace Rd. 

Thurmont United Methodist 
Church on Long Rd. will host three 
distinctive Christmas Eve celebra-
tions at 5:30, 7:30, and 9:30 p.m. 
The 5:30 p.m. celebration offers an 
appealing experience for children and 
their parents. While it is not a Christ-
mas pageant, the first celebration will 
bring to life the Nativity story with vi-
brant storytelling and interactive ele-
ments. Reverend Robert Hunter ad-
vises celebrants to come early to the 
7:30 p.m. service in order to secure 
a seat and enjoy music beginning at 
7 p.m. This family-oriented celebra-
tion will offer candle lighting and tra-
ditional carols with a contemporary 
flare. Rounding off the Christmas Eve 
services, the 9:30 p.m. celebration will 
interweave traditional Christmas car-
ols with timeless Bible lessons. An in-
timate candle lighting circle will con-
clude the celebration. Thurmont 
United Methodist Church is located 
at 13880 Long Rd, Thurmont. 

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Thurmont invites all to 
participate in their Christmas Eve cel-
ebrations. The family worship service 
and pageant will start at 7 p.m., fol-
lowed by a candlelight service at 10 
p.m. St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of Thurmont is located next 
to the firehouse on 15 North Church 
Street, Thurmont.

Tom’s Creek United Method-
ist Church will host three Christmas 
Eve services. The 3:30 p.m. celebra-
tion will be geared towards children 
and families, and the 7 p.m. will be a 
traditional candlelit service. The final 
service at 11 p.m. will include candle-
light and Holy Communion. Tom’s 
Creek United Methodist Church is 
located at 10926 Simmons Rd, Em-
mitsburg.

The historic Elias Lutheran Church 
invites all families to their traditional 
Christmas Eve service. The candlelit 
service will begin at 7 p.m., and Holy 
Communion will be provided. A light 
reception will follow the service. Elias 
Lutheran Church is located at 100 W. 
North Ave., Emmitsburg.    
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Local options for holiday gifts
CHRISTMAS IN OUR COMMUNITY

Angela Smith 
Managing Editor 

We have now entered into the 
season of giving: the time to 

show gratitude and love for the spe-
cial people in our lives through sincere, 
thought-out gifts. But have you taken 
into account the impact that your pur-
chases make on the world around you?

Anna Lappe, an author and sus-
tainability advocate, has some food for 
thought on the matter, “Every time 
you spend money, you are casting a 
vote for the kind of world you want.”

So instead of taking to department 
stores and big businesses for Christmas 
gifts, why not invest in your own com-
munity this holiday season? 

Several studies have shown that 
there are many different benefits from 
shopping at local companies, rath-
er than nationally owned businesses. 
To start, more money from your pur-
chases will remain in the community, 
which will benefit local owners, service 
providers, and farmers. Investing in the 
community through your purchases 
puts your tax dollars to good use, cre-
ates more local jobs, and reduces envi-
ronmental impact. Chances are, you 
will be able to find unique and higher 
quality goods from local and artisanal 
producers than at any store in the mall. 

Here are eleven locally owned and 
operated options for holiday gifts for 
everyone on your Christmas list:

Zoe’s Chocolate Company  
This local, award-winning choco-
late shop sells boxes, individual treats, 
and seasonal favorites. There are also 
unique, Mediterranean-inspired fla-
vors that will excite your favorite choc-
oholic, including Aegean pistachio, 
baklava, and orange flower. Zoe’s has 
two locations, one in Frederick and 
the other in Waynesboro.

Seton Family Center (Thrift Shop) 
You never know what kinds of trea-
sures you will find at the thrift shop! 
You can find quality clothing, home 
goods, and books at low prices and 
at a convenient location. It is a great 
place to start your holiday shopping. 
All proceeds from thrift shop sales are 
used to support Seton Center’s out-
reach programs, which benefit com-
munity members. Seton Center can 
be found at 16840 South Seton Ave-
nue in Emmitsburg.

Timeless Trends Boutique  
This boutique specializes in one-of-a-
kind furniture, antiques, local art, pot-
tery, and jewelry. Look for vintage and 
eclectic pieces at 21 East Main Street 
in Thurmont. 

Monocacy Brewing Company  
This local brewery, crafts unique, full-
flavored ales and lagers out of the old 
Ebert’s Ice Cream plant in historic 
Downtown Frederick. Check out the 
tasting room to decide on which brew 
would make the best gift. 

Sunrise Soap Company  
Located at 7 Chambersburg Street, 
in nearby Gettysburg, this company 
prides itself in making “skin-healthy” 

soaps in small batches, by using the 
highest quality ingredients; pure vege-
table, coconut and olive oil, shea but-
ter, cocoa butter, and castor oil. Sunrise 
offers a huge variety of fragrances, so 
you will sure enough find the perfect 
gift, just by using your nose. 

Catoctin Mountain Orchard 
Right along Route 15, this market fea-
tures fresh, local produce along with a 
bakery full of delectable pies that are a 
great way to finish any holiday meal. 
Grab one on the way to your holiday 
celebration for a last minute, freshly 
made dessert. The orchard is located 
at 15036 North Franklinville Road in 
Thurmont, and will be open until the 
end of January. 

Dublin Roasters Coffee  
This café and roasting facility is a great 
stop to find the right gift for the coffee-
lover in your life. With over 80 differ-
ent varieties of coffee, roasted in small 
batches and organic, fair trade options, 
you are likely to fall in love with some-
thing for yourself as well!  Visit Dub-
lin Roasters at 1780 N. Market Street 
in Frederick.

Serrv Outlet Store 
Serrv is a local nonprofit organiza-
tion that works to eradicate poverty 
through supporting artisans and farm-
ers worldwide. You will be able to find 
something for each person on your 
holiday list, among their collection of 
fair-trade products, from jewelry to 
spices. Getting a unique, handmade 
gift for a loved one while support-
ing individuals at small organizations 
and cooperatives in Asia, Africa, Lat-
in America, the Middle East, and here 
in the United States just cannot be 
beat! The outlet shop is located on the 
grounds of the Brethren Service Cen-
ter, at 500 Main Street, in New Wind-
sor and you can also order online at 
http://www.serrv.org/ 

H.T. Krantz Honey Company 
While most honey suppliers don not 
own a single hive, Frederick’s H.T. 
Krantz is run by beekeepers, and has 
become one of Maryland’s finest sup-
pliers of honey. Using old-world arti-
san methods of extraction, this com-
pany offers a variety of batches that 
will thrill anyone. Honey can be or-
dered at http://htkbeesupply.com/ 

Springfield Manor Winery 
and (soon to be) Distillery
Visit Springfield Manor and be 
awed by the gorgeous scenery and 
variety of wine. The winery uses 
fruit from its vines at Stone Manor, 
as well as other fine vineyards. There 
is a tasting room and wine is sold 
by the bottle, which can make a per-
fect gift for your favorite Chardon-
nay-loving friend. Springfield Man-
or is also in the process of adding 
a distillery with artisan spirits. The 

Manor sits on a hill at 11836 Au-
burn Road, in Thurmont. 

Lebherz Oil & Vinegar Emporium 
Nicknamed “L.O.V.E.,” this is the 
place to go to shop for anybody who 
loves to cook with quality ingredients. 
Head to 214 N. Market Street in Fred-
erick to taste, pour and enjoy the over 
50 varieties of olive oil and vinegar that 
are in store. 

Shop local this holiday season- 
bring that gift to your community!
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THE (retired) ECOLOGIST

When ecesis is over, life goes on
Bill Meredith

“When a tree falls in a forest you 
may not hear it, but it still leaves 
a mess to be cleaned up.” 

—Marquis de Lafayette, 
 1839-1921.

My grandchildren named the 
wooded area behind our 

house “The Great Forest” when 
they were small, and I suppose 
they probably thought it had been 
there forever. Truth is, though, 
that area was a hay field when we 
bought the place 47 years ago. I 
had already been studying ecol-
ogy for 20 years then, but even 
I was surprised at the speed with 
which the area changed. The rate 
has slowed a bit lately, but change 
is still going on.

Ecologists use the term “ece-
sis” (pronounced “e-KEY-sis) for 
the process by which a new com-
munity of plants establishes itself. 
It comes from an ancient Greek 
word, oikos, which meant “to in-
habit” or “to establish a dwelling,” 
and that is exactly what happened 
in my field. It was a meadow, but 
when it was no longer mowed an-
nually, it changed from a habi-
tat of grass, which supported field 
mice, rabbits, weasels and pheas-

ants to a woodlot that now sup-
ports trees, deer, raccoons, pos-
sums, skunks, foxes and hawks. I 
didn’t literally see the beginning of 
it, but I know what happened. 

One day a bird… probably a 
robin… had a large serving of 
mulberries for breakfast, and as it 
flew over my field a few hours lat-
er, it dropped a load of mulber-
ry seeds in the grass. Most of the 
seeds were eaten by field mice and 
sparrows, but by chance one was 
missed. It germinated and pro-
duced a seedling which likewise 
escaped being eaten by rabbits and 
groundhogs, and a within the next 
two years grew to a height that be-
came visible above the surround-
ing grass. Once above the grass, 
since there were no larger trees to 
shade it out, it grew faster; and 
by 1984 when my first grandson 
was born it was 25 or 30 feet tall, 
and was surrounded by other sap-
lings of various species but similar 
age and size. Ecesis was successful-
ly achieved, and the Great Forest 
was on its way.

So far, so good. But at that 
point, the geologic history of the 
area began to exert its effect. The 
soil in the area is red clay that was 
formed by weathering of a shale 
deposit formed about 200 mil-

lion years ago. The actual soil is 
only a few feet thick; below it is 
the hard shale bedrock. In wet 
weather the bedrock prevents wa-
ter from soaking deeper; it is ab-
sorbed by the clay, which becomes 
a soft mud. In dry weather it be-
comes very hard. So as my juve-
nile mulberry tree grew, it found it 
could not develop a deep support-
ing root system. Instead, its roots 
spread out laterally, absorbing 
the nearby moisture and miner-
als, and crowding out any smaller 
trees within its reach. For a while, 
it flourished, but each year it grew 
taller, and as it passed 40 feet it 
began to be top-heavy. Eventu-
ally its root system couldn’t sup-
port it. So it came to pass that on 
June 27 this summer we had over 
3 inches of rain in 24 hours, the 
soil softened, a gust of wind came 
through from the west… and the 
tree fell over. 

If it had been further down in 
the field, I would not have cared, 
and even might not have no-
ticed it. But from where it was, it 
fell into my back yard, and sadly 
mangled an apple tree that I had 
been nursing along for the past 
15 years. I went and surveyed the 
damage, and decided that the ap-
ple tree could survive for a while; 
so, since the garden was consum-
ing all of my available energy just 
then, I went back to the house 
and took a nap. By the time I fi-
nally got around to dealing with 
the tree, November was half gone.

When you reach a certain age 
you become aware that you can’t 
lift as much or work as long as 
you used to, and you adjust your 
work schedule accordingly. How-
ever, in my case I did not realize 
that the tools I had accumulat-
ed over the years were also age-
ing and not able to work as they 
once had done. My chainsaw has 
been used less frequently each year 
since I retired, and in its old age it 
has become temperamental. It re-
fuses to start until I take it apart 
and re-set the carburetor screw; 
then, it starts grudgingly, after at 
least 30 or 40 pulls on the cord. 
Once started, it refuses to idle; it 
goes full blast or not at all. The 
last time I used it was a year ago 
when a locust tree fell on our yard 

fence; then, it was working fine 
until it stopped, half-way through 
the trunk, and refused to go on. I 
re-set the carburetor, cleaned the 
air filter, checked the oil, cleaned 
the spark plug, and pulled the 
cord until I could no longer lift 
my arm… and finally realized that 
the reason it wouldn’t start was 
that it was out of gas. Sic semper 
incompetens!

The mulberry tree, of course, 
is just one example of the effects 
of ecesis. I have found at least 
15 other species of trees grow-
ing in my five-acre lot; most of 
them are about the same size, 
and they got started in much the 
same way. There were a lot more 
of them 20 years ago; they grew 
so close together that you couldn’t 
see through the area. But as their 
crowns grew together they blocked 
the sunlight, making it hard for 
new ones to grow; and as their 
roots spread through the shallow 
soil, they had to compete for nu-
trients. So now the smaller, weak-
er ones have died, and the forest 
has become more open. Change 
goes on, unchangingly. 

Before the mulberry tree fell 
over, it was 43 feet high and 13 
inches in diameter at the base 
of its trunk. To date, I have got 

the main limbs off the trunk and 
away from the apple tree without 
losing any body parts in the pro-
cess; I expect to get the rest cut 
up and moved out of the lawn 
before spring. The apple tree is 
leaning over at an angle of 60 de-
grees or so, and has several bro-
ken branches; but that can be cor-
rected when I get around to it. 
In the meantime, as I write this, 
Thanksgiving is approaching, and 
I can be thankful that the tree 
was not close enough to fall on 
our house. And then Christmas 
will be here, and when my grand-
children come to visit I will burn 
some of the dead branches from 
the mulberry tree in the fireplace. 
And when things quiet down I 
will sit by the fire and think of my 
Dad, who taught me to be care-
ful when cutting trees, and the 
stories he told about his grand-
father, Marquis deLafayette Mer-
edith, who taught him. Between 
the three of us, we have spent the 
last 176 years learning from trees. 
In a world as messy as the one 
we now live in, it’s good to have 
things like that to remember.

  
To read past editions of The Retired 
Ecologist visit the Authors’ section of 
Emmitsburg.net.

Seeds gobbled by birds and dispersed across the landscape have 
a better chance of surviving than those that fall near parent plants 

where seed-hungry predators and pathogens are more concentrated. 
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IN THE COUNTRY

I’m dreaming of a white-tailed Christmas
Tim Iverson
Naturalist

Twas a month long of Christmas, 
and all through the land, 

One creature was stirring, a beast 
called man.

He was preoccupied with gifts all cov-
ered in bows

and a large furry cervidae with a 
strange red nose.

In the fairest of lands, donned after 
Queen Mary

Herein a species airing white on it’s 
derry.

Nigh draws the season for Santa and 
sleigh,

but here you won’t find reindeer, 
much to your dismay.

We hunt them in droves, no preda-
tors are near.

No wolves or lions on the mountains 
‘round here.

They’ll eat fruits, and acorns, and 
shoots, and all berries.

When young their antlers grow quite 
hairy.

Oft guilty of spreading lyme via a 
tick,

A wasting disease can make them 
quite sick.

What should you do if you see fawns 
alone?

Simply nothing is what most biolo-
gists condone.

When grown bucks and does will go 
into rut,

In November they’ll mate to excess 
and glut.

Throughout the year wandering near 
and far,

Their main predator is most proba-
bly your car.

They can’t fly, or can they? They must!
Through the field, to the forest! As 

quick as a gust!
It’s at this point the author will leave 

you with prose.
He’s no more to say on deer with a 

red nose.
 

December conjures imagery of a win-
ter wonderland and provides some of 
the warmest memories during one of 
the coldest times of the year. Santa 
and his reindeer are as deeply embed-
ded into the modern tradition as trees 
and nativity scenes are. Maryland 
doesn’t feature reindeer as part of our 
wildlife. We do have two types of deer 
that call Maryland home, the White-
tailed Deer and the Sika Deer. The 
White-tailed Deer is native to North 
America, while Sika Deer hail from 
Japan. In Maryland SIka Deer can be 
found almost exclusively on the east-
ern shore, whereas White-tailed Deer 
can be found abundantly throughout 
the entire state.

The White-tailed deer is a high-
ly adaptable generalist. Usually pre-
ferring dense woodland, which pro-

vides ample food and shelter, these 
deer have increasingly carved out a 
niche within urban areas. During the 
early part of the 20th century White-
tailed Deer were heavily exploited and 
their populations fell to critical lev-
els. Through the lobbying efforts of 
hunting and environmental groups 
strict regulations were put into place 
to encourage the success of the spe-
cies. By 1930 the total U.S. popula-
tion was estimated at approximately 
250,000 - 300,000. Deer were hunt-
ed so aggressively in the previous two 
centuries that they were brought to 
the brink of extinction, which seems 
unfathomable when considering their 
present conservation status. Today 
some estimates put the national pop-
ulation between 30 - 45 million. The 
National Institutes of Health campus 
in Bethesda, MD has such an over-
crowding problem they recently be-
gan a sterilization program to curb 
population growth on their campus.

Without natural predators help-
ing to thin the herd a number or eco-
logical side effects have emerged. Car 
impacts and collisions are the most 
immediate and direct ways high pop-
ulations affect people. Both West Vir-
ginia and Pennsylvania rank within 
the national top 5 deer collisions per 
capita, according to State Farm Insur-
ance. They also have more subtle ef-
fects on the world at large though. Re-
gionally high populations have caused 
documented change to forest ecol-
ogies. Biodiversity has in some cases 
been altered by the ripple effect of de-
cades of rising populations and their 
browsing, or eating, habits. By eating 
popular foods for some bird species, 
these species will relocate to where 
there is an available food source. Un-
derstory growth has also been under 
transformation. Their eating habits 
help shape tree, bush, grass, fern, and 
other plant species found in the forest. 
In addition to eating shoots and ber-
ries White-tails eat acorns and seeds. 
By eating these seeds and excreting 
them in other locations they have as-
sisted in the relocation and expansion 
of territory of both native and invasive 
species of plants and trees. With more 

deer this process covers 
more ground at a fast-
er rate. 

White-tail Deer 
have long been known 
as a vector-borne trans-
mitter of lymes disease. 
Deer Ticks or Black 
Legged Ticks transmit 
Lymes disease through 
a bite, and will often 
hitch rides with deer 
and other mammals. 
While deer are not 
guilty of direct trans-
mission they are guilty 
by association. Deer 
have also been con-
fronted with anoth-
er more serious illness 
in recent years called 
Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD). 
The Maryland Department of Nat-
ural Resources states, “CWD is classi-
fied as a transmissible spongiform en-
cephalopathy (TSE) and attacks the 
brain of cervids [deer, moose, elk], 
producing small lesions that even-
tually result in death.” Basically, this 
type of disease attacks the brain by 
creating lesions or holes in the brain 
which gradually turn the brain into 
swiss cheese and is progressively de-
generative. CWD functions the same 
way Mad Cow Disease does, with the 
exception that there has never been 
a documented case that CWD has 
been transmissible to humans. MD 
DNR has randomly tested over 8,000 
deer since 2002, and since then only 
6 have ever tested positive for CWD. 
While not transmissible to humans 
certain precautions are recommend-
ed when handling, dressing, and pro-
cessing venison. Legal measures have 
also been put into effect to help pre-
vent the spread of CWD outside 
known affected areas, which to date is 
exclusively Alleghany County located 
in western Maryland. 

People often wonder if they find a 
deer alone in the wild if something is 
wrong or if it has been abandoned. 
Generally, this is not the case. Early 
in a fawn’s life the mother actually 
leaves newborns completely alone. 

Her presence can attract predators. 
This is a biological adaptation, and 
the fawn is well camouflaged from 
potential threats. If you do happen 
to find one, while not recommend-
ed, touching it will not cause the 
mother to abandon her fawn due to 
human odors. Feeding it or touch-
ing it can be dangerous for both 
parties though. Fawns have specific 
diets and feeding it something out-
side of that menu can cause larg-
er health problems and cause them 
to become accustomed to humans, 
which can be problematic for sur-
vival. The best thing to do is just ad-
mire the fawn from a distance, and 
if several days go by without any no-
tice of an attending doe a wildlife re-
habilitator may need to be called.

The rut, or mating season, oc-
curs from October to December. 
Fawns are born in May, and will 
hide in seclusion for the first few 
weeks of its life. The doe will at-
tend to her fawn a few times a day 
to nurse, and only once the fawn 
is strong enough to stand and run 
will they follow her. After approxi-
mately two to three months fawns 
can take care of themselves and 
may separate from their moth-
ers. Bucks lead solitary lives, except 
during mating season when sever-
al may join together to form bach-
elor bands to attract mates. Does 
will typically join or remain parts of 
small packs. Together they can for-
age for berries, plant stems, leaves, 
grasses, and planted crops. Their 
white tails will raise to signal dan-
ger to others, and white-tailed deer 
have been recorded at speeds as fast 
as 45 mph. Only bucks will grow 
antlers, which they’ll use to defend 
themselves and establish dominance 
over other males. Antlers fall off and 
regrow every year. Growth begins in 
late spring, and are at first covered 
in soft tissues called velvet. 

Whether a hunter or an animal ad-
mirer these cousins of Christmas ce-
lebrities are here in full force. They’ve 
battled back from the edge and found 
ways to adapt and survive in the mod-
ern world. Remember to watch the 
roads for twitterpated Bambi’s during 
this White-tailed Christmas.

To read past articles by Tim Iverson 
visit the Authors’ section of Emmits-
burg.net.
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However, an advertisement I 
saw recently in a magazine pro-
motes a product that is a sup-
plement containing this sub-
stance and claims it makes 
dramatic impact upon aging 
eyes. I recently had cataract 
surgery to reduce the effects of 
glare in night driving. This ad 
suggests that I could have done 
just as well taking large dos-
es of this drug that includes lu-
tein among “17 powerful nutri-
ents.” So, for $34.99 one can 
get a 30 day supply of this drug 
that, they assert, will solve one’s 
aging eye problems. 

Editor’s note: I make a point of 
not commenting on articles, but 
as Nuclear Engineer who ran a 
reactor in a nuclear submarine, 
worked at TMI after the acci-
dent, and served as Inspector for 

REAL SCIENCE

Friendly sources of energy
Michael Rosenthal

A few weeks ago, there was a 
knock on my door. The vis-

itor was a gentleman selling solar 
panels for houses to produce elec-
tricity from the sun, replacing or 
supplementing the electricity pro-
vided by our local power compa-
ny. As much as I admire and sup-
port the use of solar energy, I don’t 
have the expertise to know wheth-
er this is a good idea for a house 
built without consideration of 
the factors that would make this 
change effective. It would have 
been, I think, excellent if the de-
veloper had made this option 
available to home builders and 
buyers by planning for it, offering 
the option, and incorporating the 
cost into the home purchase price. 
The risk seemed too great for me 
to gamble on.

Solar energy is becoming more 
widespread on a commercial basis. 
There are several large solar farms 
within driving distance of Em-
mitsburg. I would like to see some 
government support for solar en-
ergy use all over the country, but 
particularly in parts of the coun-
try that have a great deal of sun-
light year-round.

The Kiplinger Letter in March 
2015 reported good news on this 
topic. It reports that the use of so-
lar power was up 100% in 2014 
from the year before. It states that 
equipment and installation costs 
have fallen and will continue to 
fall, and that government subsi-
dies are appearing on both federal 
and state levels. I think we will be 
seeing more and more use of so-
lar power, and that’s a good thing.

Nuclear power is a topic that 
continues to be controversial. 
There are about 100 nuclear 
plants in the United States, and 
they provide a significant portion 
of the nation’s energy needs. They 
release no greenhouse gases, and 
so they do not contribute to glob-
al warming. But those of us who 
remember the Three Mile Island 
event recognize that nuclear pow-
er is sometimes very scary.

I was living in the Hudson Val-
ley of New York when the Three 
Miles Island scare took place on 
March 28, 1979. The Three Mile 
Island Unit 2, in Middletown, PA, 
on the Susquehanna River south 
of Harrisburg, had the most seri-
ous accident in U.S. commercial 
nuclear power operating history. 
The accident that occurred was 
a loss-of-coolant event, causing 
a reactor core to overheat. Fortu-
nately, the containment building 
remained intact, and no radioac-
tive material escaped the building. 
This was in contrast to the nuclear 
plant accidents at Chernobyl and 
Fukushima where much nucle-
ar material was released to the en-
vironment. As a precaution, pre-
school age children and pregnant 
women within a five-mile radi-
us of the Three Mile Island plant 
were advised to leave the area by 

the governor of Pennsylvania and 
the Nuclear Regulatory Commis-
sion (NRC) chairman.

The melting radioactive fuel, 
caused by overheating, created a 
hydrogen gas bubble in the dome 
of the pressure vessel. The NRC 
officials worried that the hydro-
gen bubble (hydrogen gas, H2, is 
extremely flammable and explo-
sive) might burn or explode, and 
rupture the pressure vessel. This 
might cause a complete collapse of 
the building and the release of large 
amounts of radioactive substances 
to the surrounding community. 

The good news is that within 
48 hours it was determined the 
bubble would not explode, due 
to lack of oxygen, and the greatest 
danger was over.

I was active in community envi-
ronmental work at the time, and 
one of my closest associates called 
me and told me that he had deter-
mined an evacuation route for our 
families which was least likely to 
be affected by airborne radioactive 
material. It was really scary!

The Three Mile Island event led 
to permanent changes in proce-
dures in the nuclear industry and 
the NRC, reducing the risk to the 
public; however, the American 
public never quite felt the same 
about nuclear power reactors and 
living near them. The reactor in 
which the accident occurred was 
shut down. The second TMI reac-
tor is still operating.

There are many nuclear pow-
er plants still operating in Amer-
ica, some in highly populated ar-
eas, but no other serious incidents 
have occurred. There is a nuclear 
power plant in the highly populat-
ed area of the New York Hudson 
Valley in Buchanan, NY, called 
Indian Point. This is a three unit 
nuclear power plant only 25 miles 
north of New York City. Not sur-
prisingly, there has been a great 
deal of pressure to close this plant, 
whose licensing period ends soon. 
It is not yet clear if a new license 
will be issued by the NRC. 

Finally, during this same period, 
when my family and I were living 
in the Hudson Valley, Consolidat-
ed Edison Power Company ex-
pressed interest in building a nu-
clear power plant only a few miles 
from Bard College, where we 
lived and worked. That plan was 
not carried out (whew!). There 
is a nuclear power plant at Cal-
vert Cliffs in southern Maryland, 
near where I and my family lived 
when I worked at St. Mary’s Col-
lege of Maryland. To my knowl-
edge they have not had any seri-
ous incidents.

Another issue with nuclear 
power is what do you do with nu-
clear waste, which remains dan-
gerously radioactive for very long 
periods of time. We look for ra-
dioactive disposal sites in remote 
areas, but these materials remain 
dangerous for thousands of years. 
Is this a responsible thing to do?

Nuclear Power has many ad-

vantages as long as nothing goes 
wrong. The potential for disas-
ter is there, due to the danger that 
radioactive material might be re-
leased to the air and water, such 
as we saw at Chernobyl and Fuk-
ishima. Thus, production of solar 
power looks better and better! So 
what do we conclude? The least 
environmentally impacting source 
of power is the sun. Therefore, we 
should be using solar generated 
power wherever we can.

Now for a bit of pseudoscience. 
Lutein is a chemical found in green 
leafy vegetables and is obtained by 
animals in their foods. It does seem 
to support good vision and eye 
health and offers support in dis-
couraging age-related macular de-
generation and perhaps cataract de-
velopment as the eyes grow older. 
So, lutein is not a quack-invented 
invention made to make money.

the NRC at the India Point re-
actor, I can’t help myself in this 
case. I feel quite comfortable with 
nuclear power – especially given 
all the downsides of all the other 
forms of power. And while I sec-
ond the author’s support for so-
lar power – the reality is you can’t 
power a city on solar power. And 
for the record, when Indian Point 
was built, it was ‘out in the coun-
try.’ The people that live around 
it now moved their fully knowing 
that the reactor was there. Unfor-
tunately you just can pick up and 
move a nuclear power plant just 
because people move next to it ... 
Someday, when time permits, I’ll 
write the inside story of nuclear 
power that you’ll never read in 
the main stream media.

To read past editions of Real Science vis-
it the Authors’ section of Emmitsburg.net.

The Ivanpah solar power facility is the largest in the world. It covers over 4,000 acres yet only pro-
duces enough power for 80,000 homes – but only in good weather and only during the day. This 

raises the question of where these homes get their power at night and in bad weather.
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THE VILLAGE IDIOT

“Merry Christmas”
Jack Deatherage, Jr.

Every time I think I’ve settled on 
some philosophy, or Way, some 

godlet sends a “kick in the head” to 
disturb what little peace I’ve found. 
Often the kick is delivered by some 
Jew; either a friend, or one I’ve en-
countered online, or the author of a 
book I’ve stupidly begun reading

The latest Jew to overturn my un-
comfortable hammock is Rabbi Jon-
athan Sacks with his accursed book 
“The Great Partnership: Science, Re-
ligion and the Search for Meaning”. 
BAH! Why do I constantly fall into 
these Hebrew traps? I suppose I get 
caught because I’ve found brilliance 
among the Jews I’ve read? Such as 
the one who couldn’t understand 
hating people because of their col-
or, race, creed or whatever. He had 
found getting to know an individual 
on a personal level, and finding real 
reasons to hate them, infinitely more 
satisfying. (The idea appeals to me, 
maturing curmudgeon that I am.)

Sacks hooks me with the first line 
in his introduction. Hell, I didn’t 
make it to the first chapter before I 
was netted and landed.

“If the new atheists are right, you 
would have to be sad, mad or bad 
to believe in God and practice a re-
ligious faith.”

I’ve eagerly looked into atheism 
hoping to find some proof of no 
god, but the arguments always fall 
short of convincing me no matter 
how desperately I want them to be 
true. Knowing the atheists are wrong 
I can’t help but read on.

“… Religion has inspired individ-
uals to moral greatness, consecrat-
ed their love and helped them build 
communities where individuals are 
cherished and great works of loving 
kindness are preformed.”

How did I miss this when grow-
ing up Roman Catholic? Was I not 
paying attention, or were the teach-
ers of that religion more focused on 
telling me what I could and couldn’t 
do, male beast that I was/am?

Having had what little under-
standing of the RC religion I’d man-
aged gain torn away from me by Vat-
ican II, I decided the best thing for 
me to believe was I’d have another 
beer. Beer, and the occasional fifth of 
whiskey, and the rare hit or two from 
a pot pipe filled the hole for a decade 
or so before I clued in on the drugs 
killing me, but not quickly enough. 
Onto something else.

The Pagans were an enlighten-
ment. Yet standing outside their sa-
cred circles and struggling to un-
derstand them I realized they were 
lacking something I needed. Evi-
dently more than one of the coup-
la hundred I sat among saw that I 
wasn’t getting it, whatever it was.

“You need to go back to the RCs.” 
Several Pagans gently told me.

“You’re joking?” I was more than 
a little surprised. I’d met some Pa-
gans with serious hostility for the 
RC church, though not as serious as 
the hatred I’ve found among other 
Xians who view RCs as worse than 
Satanists. (God, save me from your 
“true” believers.)

“No. You need to understand 
what you left and deal with the why 
of your leaving. We’ll be here if what 
you need is among us. And you and 
yours are always welcome to feast 
with us whether you return to the 
RCs or not.”

Arrogant, ignorant ass that I am, 
I decided I’d be a Pagan of my own 
making. One who does not recog-
nize, let alone worship the godlet of 
the Jews, the Xians or the Moham-
medans. I’d settle for the gods I could 
prove with my limited thinking abil-
ities and get on with my life. Except 
this Rabbi Sacks happened along.

To my delight, the rabbi makes 
a connection with me, though I 
doubt he was aiming at such when 
he wrote the book. Much of what 
I feel is wrong with The Holy Bi-
ble, and the churches spawned from 
it, he confirms and provides proofs 
for me to grasp and consider. Pri-
marily, the bibles I have access to 
are translations from Hebrew into 
Greek and Greek into English. The 
Greeks got it wrong and the English 
compounds the mistakes. (If noth-
ing else, I owe the rabbi the price of 
his book for saving me the misery of 
reading a bible I knew was flawed to 
begin with.)

Beyond that, his god does NOT 
require my acknowledgement of it-
self. I’ll be used as the god wills, not 
unlike the habits of my own gods. 
Gods I now have to rethink.

For a brief moment the rabbi had 
me considering learning to read He-
brew so I could read the books of the 
Jews and better grasp what they be-
lieve. Two things occurred to me, I 

haven’t learned English so I’d nev-
er learn Hebrew, and the old joke 
among Jews, “Two Jews, three opin-
ions.” If the Jews can’t agree on what 
their book says, what chance would 
I have of puzzling it out? I’ll take the 
lazy way and follow the rabbi’s inter-
pretations.

Halfway through “The Great 
Partnership” I learn that Rabbi 
Sacks has a newer book, “Not in 
God’s Name, confronting religious 
violence”. Idiot that I am, I get 
hold of a copy of that one and be-
gin reading before I finish the first 
one. The rabbi opens with a quote 
from Blaise Pascal, whoever he is. 
(Another freaking thinker I’m going 
to have to read I guess.) “Men never 
do evil so completely and cheerful-
ly as when they do it from religious 
conviction.” Amen brother.

The rabbi begins, “When reli-
gion turns men into murders, God 
weeps.”

Ga! I feel another hook sink deep. 
I’m caught, and searching online 
bookstores so I can purchase both 
books and read them while ponder-
ing each paragraph, probably each 
sentence, Ha! each word, at my slow 
pace (much slower than the library 
copies I have will allow.)

The rabbi writes so’s I stand a 
slim chance of understanding what 
points he tries to make. At last, a 
teacher able to dumb it down for the 
likes of me! He does toss in the oc-
casional Latin phrase, as if the aver-
age ape still knows any Latin. Luck-
ily, I got Google “search” handy as I 
read so I can usually follow the “once 
upon a time” educated’s tongue.

Having foolishly peeked behind 
the Judean curtain I no longer have 
the excuse of ignorance to shield 
me from thinking about the godlet 
the Jews, Xians and Mohammed-
ans claim to follow. It puzzles me 
that as much as some of them study 
their godlet they fail to understand 
his will and their purpose in it. The 
rabbi addresses that, though I’ve only 
begun to ponder his or his god’s rea-
sons for it.

In spite of my being dragged clos-
er to acknowledging the rabbi’s god, 
I refuse to walk about at Xmas time 
wishing people a merry Christmas. 
There are things a self-deluding cur-

mudgeon cannot do. Amazingly, ac-
cording to the rabbi, his god allows 
me that option, holding it against me 
not at all. Sadly, the people claiming 
to follow said god tend to get hostile 
when I grumble a “bah” in response 
to their “Merry Christmas”.

Maybe someday the Xians and 
Mohammedans will learn to read 
Hebrew and discover what their 
shared god actually wants them to 
do? Now that I could get into the 
spirit of!

To read past editions of the Village Id-
iot visit the Authors section of Emmits-
burg.net.
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A PRICELESS CHRISTMAS GIFT 

Amanda is a 1-year-old gray tabby girl with a whole lot of spunk and 
personality. This little stinker jumps onto shoulders when you open 

her cage door. She likes to explore all her surroundings, but will still 
come over for a scratch and a pat. If you’re looking for a feline com-

panion, Amanda just might be your girl!

MoMo is an 8-month-old boy who has tons of energy. When 
you get him out of his cage, he literally jumps in your arms. 
He’s got long, black-and-white hair, so his new owners will 
have to realize he’ll need grooming to keep his fur free of 

mats. MoMo will spice up anyone’s life.  

Loki is one cool character. This 2-year-old grey-and-white 
boy is laid-back and suave. He didn’t even get up when 

his picture was taken - he just stretched out and posed. If 
you’re looking for an awesome companion, Loki could be 

your guy.

Smokey Mechu was surrendered to the shelter and he was 
already neutered. Now this sweet boy just needs a forever 
home. Smokey Mechu is a 2-year-old, very loving fellow 
who’s a pale grey in color (even his nose!). If you have a 

place where he can snuggle, please come meet him.  

Nealee is a sweet, 2-year-old grey tabby with 
white hair. She came into the shelter pregnant 

and had her litter, and went into foster care soon 
after giving birth. Nealee is now ready to find the 

perfect forever home.

Lena is a 3-year-old girl who is incredibly sweet and 
has a great personality. She’s a grey tabby with some 
white and will make someone a wonderful compan-

ion. Please come out and meet her!

We had such a great response from our holiday photos last year and the folks at the Emmitsburg News-Journal are so awesome that we’re doing it again! These are just a few of the sweethearts 
hoping to find a home for the holidays at the Cumberland Valley Animal Shelter. If the time isn’t right for you to adopt, please still take a minute to look over these adorable faces and keep them 
in mind for friends and family. Talk these babies up! If you can’t adopt, you could always donate items on our wish list, which can be found at www.cvas-pets.org under donations. Giving sup-
plies to help these babies makes sure they’ll be comfortable while they wait for their forever homes. Please know that none of these animals are in any danger. CVAS is a low-kill facility and once 
an animal reaches the adoption kennels, he or she is typically there until adoption. I cannot adequately express what a privilege it has been to work with the Emmitsburg Journal and its readers. 
I wish you all the happiest of holidays and be sure to give your four-legged friends a kiss for me!

For more information about adopting one of these pets, please call the Cumberland Valley Animal Shelter at 717-263-5791 or visit their website at www.cvas-pets.org. The Adams 
County Animals Shelter is always looking for humans seeking canine or feline companionship. You can contact them at 717-334-8876 or visit them on-line at www.adamscoun-
tyspca.org. And you can never go wrong dropping by the Frederick County Animal Shelter. Visit them on-line at www.frederickcountymd.gov/FCAC or call them at 301-600-1546.
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A HOME FOR SHELTERED PETS

Madeline is a sweet older girl, but has lots of life in 
her! This 6-year-old definitely has the beagle behav-

ior -- she can be vocal when she is excited and she 
loves to sing! Doing research on hounds and the bea-
gle breed would be a good idea for potential adopt-

ers. Do you have the right spot for Madeline?

Angel has a tail that never stops wagging! This 1-year-old 
terrier mix loves just about every person she meets. She 
gives kisses and loves to sit on laps- even though she’s a 

bit big for that! Angel’s been having some issues with cer-
tain other dogs, so that will have to be taken into consid-
eration. Because of her size and energy level, she would 

likely do best in a home with children older than 8. If 
you’ve got the right spot for Angel, come out and say hello.

Larry was left in our drop off kennel as a stray and 
we think he’s about 3 years old. He is a really super 

sweet dog, but due to his large size any activity could 
be a lot to handle. He does need some work on a leash 
(harness or any no-pull type leash would be best). He 

seems to have no prior training, but is quite treat moti-
vated. Larry may be too much for small children so we 
recommend children older than 5. Come love on Larry!

Right: King is a gentle giant, but he can be 
strong when he is on a leash. He does not seem 
to have had much past training, but he is food 
motivated so that would be helpful with work-
ing on manners. He is a very sweet 6-year-old 
dog and loves to be near you! Due to no history 
of being with children we recommend a home 
with children that are older than 8. King will 
make a great companion.

Zorro was found running at large and took a little time to set-
tle in. He’s a 1-year-old flat coated retriever who has done 
really well at the shelter, but will need to work on his man-

ners. He seems to have had some training in the past, but 
because we don’t know his history, it is preferable that the 

children be 6 years old or older or have had experience with 
larger dogs before. He is a really sweet boy who is looking for 

a wonderful home!

Yep, we named a dog Purple. Fun, right? This 2-year-old 
pitbull mix is a real sweet girl who will need some work 

on her manners. She’s got that face that just gets you. 
Those eyes! Because of her energy level we recommend 
she goes to a home with children older than 8. Can you 

help Purple out?
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It’s time to buy a Christmas tree! 
What kind of tree will you buy? 

What is best for your home and 
family schedule?

Selection of a Christmas tree is 
an annual tradition for some fam-
ilies. Many families, like mine, 
enjoy the experience of going to a 
tree farm and tromping around in 
the cold – and if it’s snowy, that’s 
even better. We usually bring 
some kind of ribbon with us so 
we can go back to a tree and re-
evaluate the shape and size before 
making the final decision. Be-
fore you know it, an hour or so 
has passed, we’ve jumped through 
snow, or trampled through water 
puddles (you can never pick out 
a tree on a warm, dry afternoon) 
and agreed on the perfect tree to 
cut and drag home. Cut your own 
trees, like this, are the freshest you 
can get!

However, this is not always 
the best way for you to choose 

Christmas tree selection
a Christmas tree. The length of 
time you wish your tree to be in 
the house will determine what 
kind of tree you will buy. If, for 
instance, you keep your tree up 
for more than three weeks, an ar-
tificial tree is for you! Many sizes, 
shapes and varieties are available 
at your local retail stores or gar-
den centers.

If you keep your tree in your 
house for less than three weeks, a 
fresh cut tree may be your choice. 
Time is often limited during the 
holiday season. Taking a day to 
cut your own tree may not be the 
way to go. However, a cut, fresh 
tree purchased from a tree lot may 
be a great choice. Many garden 
and retail centers sell cut trees as 
well as Boy Scouts, civic clubs or 
school/church groups that often 
sell trees as fundraisers for their 
organizations. This is a great way 
to support them.

Remember when choosing 
from a retail lot to check the tree 
for freshness.  Smell the tree for 
its fragrance, as the fresher the 
tree, the more fragrant it is. Also 

shake the tree to determine how 
many needles have dropped. If 
the weather is warm, and the tree 
has been cut for some time, many, 
many needles will drop - a good 
indication of a not-so-fresh tree.

Tree selection becomes a bit 
easier if you know the differ-
ence between the kinds of trees 
grown in our area as Christmas 
trees which are firs, spruce and 
pines. Firs and spruce needles 
are attached to twigs individual-
ly, while the pines have clusters of 
needles attached to the twigs. The 
following are some of the most 
commonly grown Christmas trees 
in our area.

The Frasier Fir is native to the 
high elevations of the southern 
Appalachian Mountains. It has 
easily adapted to our climate if 
you’re considering a living tree. 
It has excellent needle retention 
with wonderful fragrance. It has 
dark green foliage with silver on 
the underside of the needles, and 
the twigs are relatively firm for an 
easy to decorate tree.

Douglas Fir is a very popular 

Christmas tree. This tree is na-
tive to the foothills of the Rocky 
Mountains, and has also adapted 
well to our weather conditions. It 
has a natural pyramidal shape, fra-

grant, with somewhat drooping 
branches. The needles are a me-
dium green color about 1 – 1 ½” 
long. This tree has good needle re-
tention and relatively easy to dec-
orate. In the landscape, it serves 
as a great screen planting when 
mixed with other evergreen trees.

Balsam Fir is a long lasting, fra-
grant fir. This evergreen is native 
to northeastern US and Canada. 
It likes cold winter temperatures 
and cool summer temperatures. 
It has nice, dark green foliage and 
one of the common Christmas 
trees in the US. It has good nee-
dle retention and strong twigs for 
an easy to decorate tree. This tree 
resembles the Frasier fir in looks 
and endurance, but may not be 
the best choice for a live tree as 
our summers are too hot.

Canaan Fir, a variety of the bal-
sam fir, is better adapted to our 
climate.  Native to isolated pock-
ets of West Virginia and Virgin-
ia, Canaan fir is better adapted to 
our summers than the Balsam Fir.  
Good needle retention and nice 
green color makes it a good option 
for both a cut tree and a live tree.

Concolor Fir has longer needles 
than the other common fir trees, 
getting up to 1 ½” in length. It 
has a good fragrance and needle 
retention. The blue-green foliage 
makes it an interesting and attrac-
tive color for a Christmas tree. It 
is native to the west coast, but has 
adapted to our environment quite 
well.

Colorado Blue Spruce is a nice-
ly shaped tree with silvery-blue 
color. The needles are pointy, 
making it rather prickly to deco-
rate, but it does have good needle 
retention if kept watered. These 
trees are symmetrical by nature, 
and have strong limbs for heavy 
ornaments. The blue spruce 
works well in the landscape as a 
screen planting.

White Spruce has short, stiff 
needles with a blunt tip, making 
them less prickly than the blue 
spruce. The branches are stiff as 
well, making it a good choice 

This year, consider selecting a ‘live’ Christmas tree. It will provide you 
years of pleasure, shade, and refuge for your winged feather friends.
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Marianne Willburn

There is nothing attractive about a wom-
an who has utilized every piece of warm 

clothing in her closet to keep Jack Frost as far 
as possible from a square inch of bare flesh. 
Hipster jeans and loose weave sweaters that 
epitomized the au courant styles of autumn 
have now been roughly tossed aside in favor 
of high-waisted flannel-lined jeans and Under 
Armour stolen from my son. If there were such 
a thing as a comfortable woolen bra, I’d be the 
first in line. 

Hairstyle is a fine concept – but one best suit-
ed to spring, summer and autumn. Winter hair 
is abused hair: under-washed and under-dressed 
and forced to spend weeks at a time tucked un-
der a non-descript, vaguely masculine hat. When 
the cap is finally removed in mid-March there is 
much sighing and gnashing of teeth at the [yet 
further] loss of sun-kissed tresses, but until then, 
warm ears are my priority.

For the most part, I try and keep this kind of 
dishabille safely within the confines of my prop-
erty. No one needs to see what winter can do 
to a woman who once prided herself on wear-
ing lined trousers and floor-length woolen coats 
amongst the sweatpants and piercings of 8am 
undergraduates; and chickens don’t care what 
you look like as long as you come bearing feed 
and a stick strong enough to break the ice on the 
water trough. 

However, though my hat is shabby and my un-
mentionables thoroughly unmentionable, when 
it comes to an outer layer, I’m willing to bet that 
no one within 25 square miles is wearing vintage 
blue fox as a barn coat.

It’s not something I 
would have chosen for my-
self. Upon the installation 
of a beloved aunt into a 
home for downsizing octo-
genarians, a box was affec-
tionately dispatched across 
the country with curious 
contents: One Turkish con-
diment caddie, one Russian 
bearskin rug, and one blue 
fox fur coat, country of ori-
gin unknown, possibly bru-
tal, definitely cold. 

I tried to wear it to an au-
tumn party, as casually as if 
I were wearing a ratty Boho 
gilet. All it took was one ex-
clamation from a wicked 
friend of “Darling! WHO 
are you wearing?” to see it 
thrown back in the closet to 
be fought over by my heirs 
or enemies at some unde-
termined point in the fu-
ture. There would it have 
remained, had my daugh-
ter not stolen my good L.L 
Bean barn coat in order to 
line the cat’s bed, and left 
me with precious little al-
ternatives at 6:30 on a fro-
zen morning. The fur was 
donned, the front door was 
opened; and there upon 
the threshold stood a gen-
uine snow-bunny ready for 
morning chores.

As the wind whistled 
through the barn doors 
and the chickens huddled 
together for moral sup-
port, I had the incredu-

THE MASTER GARDENER 

Barn coat: Zhivago-style
Small Town Gardener

lous sensation that I was actually warm – in-
deed, that I couldn’t feel the Hebridian wind 
so obviously pummeling the heck out of every-
thing around me. 

The next morning I wore it again. I had deer 
cages to set up on a couple willow trees and the 
day promised further Siberian nonsense. And 
again, apart from cold hands and a red nose, my 
core temperature remained temperate, and my 
mood remained stable. I was sold.

There are repercussions of course. Although 
my little town would seem to exist in a halcyon 
age of rural farms and rural people, as thorough-
ly disconnected from the high society of nearby 
D.C as chalk is from cheese, Loudoun County 
nonetheless sports the highest median income in 
the United States. Wearing a flamboyant fur coat 
on one’s morning walk does not exactly endear 
one to one’s homesteading neighbors, although it 
does go a great way towards inspiring the inner-
Bolshevik in frozen road crews, whose egalitarian 
looks of disgust yesterday forced me to plaintive-
ly yell “It was a gift!” over the hum of the road 
grader.

Bolshevik or Bourgeoisie – fur keeps the ele-
ments at bay, and I am willing to endure much 
in the way of mocking to remain wrapped in 
its warm embrace. Thankfully, at 6:30 in the 
morning on this particular Animal Farm, the 
only one with vocal cords and a strong stick 
is me.

Marianne is a Master Gardener who writes from 
Lovettsville, VA. You can read more at www.small-
towngardener.com or follow The Small Town Gar-
dener on Facebook.

for heavy ornaments. Needle re-
tention is good, probably better 
than other spruce trees. Howev-
er, when the needles are crushed, 
they have an unpleasant odor.

Norway Spruce has a nice dark 
green color but poor needle reten-
tion. It is conical by nature, and 
open in appearance if not sheared 
heavily. It has good stiff branch-
es, making it easy to decorate. 
If choosing this variety, be sure 
to keep it well watered in a cool 
room and do not keep it in the 
house for more than two weeks.

Scotch Pine is a common 
Christmas tree in the US. It was 
imported from Europe by the ear-
ly European settlers. It has lon-
ger needles, about 1”-3” in length. 
The needles are in clusters and a 
medium green color. It has fairly 
good needle retention when it is 
kept watered. It also is a very easy 
tree to transplant if you are con-
sidering a living tree.

White Pine is a native ever-
green. It has long, clustered nee-
dles and good needle retention. It 
is very soft to the touch and has 
flexible branches, making it a tree 
that cannot handle heavy orna-
ments. It has little fragrance, but 
nice blue green color.

After getting your cut tree 
home, proper care should be tak-
en for a safe holiday. Make a fresh 
cut about one inch above the al-
ready cut base. Put your tree in 
water right away, even if you will 
not be bringing it into the house 
immediately. Don’t let the tree 
dry out. Treat it as you would a 
fresh bouquet of flowers.

Locate the tree by a wall or 
corner where it’s not going to 
be knocked over. Keep the tree 
away from heat sources, such as 
fireplaces, wood stoves and heat 
ducts.

Another option is a live tree. A 
living Christmas tree should be 
in the house for no more than 10 
days. Before entering the house, it 
should be conditioned first. Keep 
the tree in an unheated, protect-
ed location for a few days before 

bringing it inside. During this 
conditioning period, be sure the 
root ball is watered. If the ball 
dries out, roots will die, lessening 
the survival rate of that tree.

“Choose a manageable size - 
root balls are heavy –which usu-
ally means 3 to 4 feet. Remem-
ber that the indoor height will 
include the root ball and a con-
tainer for watering. Make sure 
that it will fit into your landscape, 
too. Most trees used as Christmas 
tree choices will eventually reach 
heights of 40-60 feet. “(Carol 
Kagan, Franklin County Master 
Gardener)

After you are finished with the 
tree indoors - and remember, no 
more than 10 days so it does not 
break dormancy – you’ll need to 
re-condition it to the outdoors. 
Place the tree in an unheated, pro-
tected location for a few days, and 
then it should be ready to plant.

Hopefully, the ground won’t be 
frozen when you’re ready to plant 
the tree. Prepare for this possibil-
ity ahead of time by digging the 
hole before the holidays and stor-
ing the soil in an unheated ga-
rage or storage shed. When you’re 
ready to plant, the hole will al-
ready there, and you won’t have 
frozen ground to use as back-
fill. If, however, the hole is not 
dug and the ground is frozen, 
place your tree in a sheltered area 
and mulch the root ball heavily. 
Keep the soil ball moist until the 
ground is workable.

After planting the tree, wa-
ter it well and mulch it. This will 
protect the root ball through the 
rest of the winter months. The 
tree should remain dormant un-
til spring.

 Just purchasing a Christmas 
tree if full of decisions! Kids and 
adults can share in the fun of tree 
shopping! Don’t stress, make ed-
ucated decisions, and enjoy the 
holidays!

To read other gardening articles vis-
it the Gardening section of Emmits-
burg.net.
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Pediatric care at FMH
Kelsey Shupe

Fortunately, Frederick parents 
whose little ones are ill or in-

jured don’t have to go far to find 
emergency care that’s geared to-
ward the special needs of chil-
dren. FMH has a 23-bed Pediat-
ric Emergency Department staffed 
by an entire team of board-cer-
tified pediatric hospitalists from 
some of the best training programs 
in the country. Led by Dr. Robert 
Wack, these pediatric hospitalists 
are on site, 24 hours a day, 7 days 
a week, 365 days a year, to care for 
patients from infancy through 17 
years of age. And because the tra-
ditional ER can be an intimidating 
place for kids, in most cases, you’ll 
be escorted directly to the Pediat-
ric Emergency Department’s kid-
friendly environment for assess-
ment and care. 

When a child must stay over-
night for treatment or observa-
tion, there is an inpatient unit—
also designed and staffed especially 
for kids—right across the hall from 
the Pediatric Emergency Depart-
ment. Because they are located so 
close together, the same team of 
pediatric specialists

who see children in the emer-
gency setting can continue taking 
care of them should they require 
admission to the hospital. A con-
sistent care team ensures coordi-
nated, quality pediatric care, and 
provides the soothing reassurance 
of familiar faces that is very com-
forting—especially for our pediat-
ric patients.

According to Chief Pediatric 
Hospitalist Dr. Robert Wack, the 
hospital’s approach to comprehen-
sive pediatric care has been very 
well received. “The local physician 

community is pleased that we offer 
a program staffed round-the-clock 
by pediatric specialists,” he says. 
“And nearly 99 out of a hundred 
past patients tell us they would rec-
ommend us to a friend.”

“That’s very rewarding,” he says. 
“I think it’s fair to say that this pro-
gram is a win for everyone.”

The most common reasons for 
bringing children to the Emergen-
cy Department include car acci-
dents, falls, prolonged high fevers, 
persistent vomiting and diarrhea 
that has led to dehydration, acci-
dental poisonings, and seizures.  

In addition, says FMH Chief 
Pediatric Hospitalist Dr. Robert 
Wack, severe asthma attacks are 
also one of the most common rea-
sons that parents seek emergency 
care for their kids.

“Asthma is a chronic inflamma-
tory condition that results in nar-
rowed airways, swelling of the lin-
ing of the lungs, tightening of the 

muscles, and increased secretion 
of mucus in the airway,” says Dr. 
Wack. “It’s those narrowed airways 
that make it difficult to breathe and 
result in that “wheezing” noise. It 
can be a life-threatening disease if 
not properly managed.”

One of the most common 
chronic disorders in childhood, 
asthma currently affects more than 
7 million children under the age 
of 18. Of the 500,000 hospitaliza-
tions last year from asthma-relat-
ed complications, almost 35 per-
cent of these occurred in patients 
younger than 18, making it the 
third leading cause of pediatric 
hospitalizations nationwide.

According to Katherine Murray, 
Director of Mother-Baby Servic-
es at FMH, the hospital has a cer-
tified program in place to provide 
the most up-to-date, evidence-
based care to children with asthma. 

“Our pediatric unit has been rec-
ognized by the Joint Commission 
for our disease-specific certification 
in asthma,” says Murray. “Children 
seen at FMH for asthma-related 
episodes receive treatment based 
on the standards recommended by 
the National Institute of Health, 
including daily asthma education 
from their nurse. They leave the 
hospital with a home management 
plan of care specifically designed 
to manage their unique situation, 
and receive follow-up care from a 
member of our multidisciplinary, 
Pediatric Asthma Care team.”

Members of the Pediatric Asth-
ma Care team stay in touch with 
patients to ensure that they are ad-
hering to their home management 
plans of care, following up with 
their primary care providers, and 
remaining healthy enough to at-
tend school.”

“We are committed to work-
ing with asthmatic patients and 
their families to stabilize their con-
ditions and keep them healthi-
er,” says Murray. “This program 
strengthens community confi-
dence in the quality of care they re-
ceive here at FMH, and provides 
consistent standards for the med-
ical management of patients with 
asthma.”

“Having the Pediatric Emergen-
cy Department and Pediatric Inpa-
tient Unit side by side makes con-
tinuity of care much easier. The 
same care team who works with 
patients who are admitted through 
the Pediatric ED can follow them 
into the inpatient setting if that be-
comes necessary.” – Christie Bus-
sard, Pediatric Nurse Manager 
FMH Pediatrics

This past October, the FMH Pediatric Emergency Department and 
Inpatient Unit marked five years of service to the Frederick commu-
nity’s youngest patients. Since its opening in 2010, the Pediatric wing 

has served between 14,000-16,000 patients each year.

Where kids are priority one
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With one of the warmest 
Novembers in the region 

anyone can remember, it might 
feel counterintuitive to be an-
ticipating Christmas trees, hot 
cocoa, freshly baked cookies. 
At Camp Eder, that is precisely 
what the staff and volunteers are 
doing. They are busy elves work-
ing hard to prepare for the 5th 
Annual Christmas Tree Festival, 
a community event that cele-
brates the birth of Christ.

The camp, located on Mt. 
Hope Rd in Fairfield, warm-
ly invites neighbors, friends, 
and families to join in the fes-
tivities December 11-13, 5 pm 
- 8:30 pm each evening. Some 
new features for this gathering 
include a horse-drawn carriage, 
a special presentation by a chalk 
artist during Friday and Satur-
day’s outdoor candlelight nativ-
ity vigil, and several new musi-
cal guests.

Themed Christmas Trees will 
be on display all over the proper-
ty, along with a luminary memo-
rial garden, children’s crafts and 
stories, and a home-cooked full 
turkey dinner with all the fixings 
available each evening. Cookie 
Camp, held at Camp Eder one 
week earlier, will prepare ap-
proximately 300 dozen cookies 
to serve and sell at the festival. 
The cookies are always packaged 
for gift-giving, and of course, 
eating!

Other activities held each year 
are fireside seating, light refresh-
ments, carol sing-alongs, a min-
iature running model train set, 
and a collection of nativity sets 
from around the world featured 
throughout the rooms. Camp 
also boasts beautiful walking 
creekside trails for those who 
want to take the celebration out 
of doors. Each evening, guests 
will hear the bell ring at 8pm, 
signaling the start of a serene 
candlelight service in a semi-
shelter outdoor pavilion. The 
service closes with an A Capel-
la “Silent Night.” 

Feel even more a part of the 
event by donating new or gen-
tly used children’s clothing for 
newborn to 6 years old to God’s 
Closet, a clothing pantry run by 
Children’s Aid Society of New 
Oxford.   Also, guests can bring 
non-perishable food items for 
the Fairfield Food Pantry at the 
Fairfield Mennonite Church. 
Children’s clothing and canned 
goods can be delivered at any 
time during the Christmas Tree 
Festival (December 11 – 13, 5 
pm - 8:30 pm), or arrangements 
can be made at the Camp office 
to drop off items at any other 
time.

Throughout the year, Camp 
Eder offers a number of events 
that welcome the local commu-

nity. Winter and Summer camp 
programs for all school-aged chil-
dren and persons with special 
needs, Fall Festival every third 
Saturday of October, Senior Cit-
izen Days featuring special pro-
grams and a catered meal, and 
camping or retreat options for in-
dividuals, families, civic organi-
zations, churches, and businesses 
with a wide assortment of avail-
able overnight accommodations 
in covered wagons, long huts, 
cabins, and both dormitory and 
motel-style lodges. 

Camp Eder Christmas Tree Fes-
tival is a delightful way to cele-
brate the true meaning of Christ-
mas and is open to people of all 
ages. Mark your calendar now and 
plan to come to Camp Eder 5 pm 

- 8:30 pm on one, two, or all three 
evenings, December 11 -13. Grab 
a hot cup of Camp Eder cocoa, 
find a cozy spot by the fire, listen 
to Christmas carols and stories, 
take in the wonders and beauty, 
reminisce with friends, and recall 
the birth of Christ, the true mean-
ing of Christmas.  

Camp Eder is found at 914 
Mount Hope Road, Fairfield; 
additional information can be 
obtained from www.campeder.
org or you may reach the Camp 
Eder office at 717-642-8256, 
Tuesdays – Saturdays  9 am – 4 
pm.  Experience the joy, peace, 
and hope that can be found in 
Jesus Christ, God’s gift to the 
world, whose birth we celebrate 
at Christmas Tree Festival.
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Famine in Warsaw
Hundreds of thousands of civilians 
in Warsaw are suffering from want 
of food. A considerable percentage of 
this number still are homeless, living 
in huts, caves and abandoned trench-
es. The situation is more serious be-
cause of the immense number of per-
sons thrown out of work by the almost 
complete paralysis of Polish industries.

Such flour as is now on hand is being 
distributed by the Germans under the 
bread card system, but only potatoes 
are available in quantities, while there 
is an acute shortage of dried vegetables, 
meat fats and condensed milk. Prices all 
over Poland have risen to unprecedent-
ed heights.

Suffering especially is acute among 
the families of Russian reservists, who 
formally received regular payments 
from the government. Pensioners now 
are cut off from their former income.

The country districts of Poland from 
one end to the other our battle scarred 
and fire swept. In the Warsaw district 
alone it is estimated that 4,000 villag-
es were burned by the Russians. Many 
of the inhabitants who at first fled with 
the Russians later returned and threw 
themselves upon the mercy of the Ger-
mans.

Thousands already have died of star-
vation and disease. Mothers are so un-
nourished they cannot feed their chil-
dren. In Warsaw, women now rise at 
two o’clock in the morning to get good 
places in the bread lines. 

Churchill to be made general
Winston Spencer Churchill, who re-
signed as Chancellor of the Duchy of 
Lancaster to join Great Britain’s forces 

in the field, is marked for early promo-
tion to rank of general, with the com-
mand of a brigade. 

When Mr. Churchill joined the 
Grenadiers he found himself in a fire-
less dugout and supplied with ordinary 
army ration. He did not grumble, but 
entered cheerfully upon his task. 

An officer in the same com-
mand, writing to a friend about Mr. 
Churchill’s experiences, said: “The first 
night he shivered visibly, and it was 
some time before we were able to warm 
him up, but after partaking of sever-
al portions of “agricultural laborer’s ra-
tions” he thawed out and talked in an 
interesting way for an hour. He was tak-
en for a round of the trenches until two 
o’clock in the morning, but in spite of 
hard grueling, never complained. He 
was called again at four o’clock, and the 
next night, after the usual cold dinner, 
he took charge of his company, which 
his very presence has energized.

Germans stop peace efforts
Closely following the visit of Emper-
or William to Vienna comes the news 
that three members of the Austrian cab-
inet have resigned. The resignations and 
the German emperor’s visit have given 
rise to speculation as to the present state 
of affairs in Austria, particularly as to 
whether the resignations have any con-
nection with rumored peace moves by 
Austria, or to concessions that might be 
desired of her with a view to the main-
tenance of Romanian neutrality. 

It is declared that Emperor William’s 
visit to Vienna was to put a stop to ef-
forts Austria is making, by means of ne-
gotiations through the Vatican, for a 
separate peace with the Allies.

Vienna and Berlin disagree on the 
question of peace. Berlin desires to treat 

separately with each of the Allies; so as 
to break up the quadruple entene and 
then to crush England, but Vienna de-
sires a real and lasting peace to the war, 
which rapidly is becoming too great for 
Austria to bear. 

The Romanian premiere is reported 
to have assured the Germans that the 
benevolent neutrality of Romania could 
be counted upon if Germany could in-
duce Austria to cede Transylvania to Ro-
mania. The Germans have been en-
deavoring to induce Austria to consent 
to the sacrifice of Transylvania, upon 
the understanding that Germany will 
return to Austria the province of Silesia 
that was annexed to Prussia in 1866. 

Central Powers declare 
end of Serbian campaign 
Military events in the Balkans are ap-
parently in a transitory stage which may 
preface another German offensive, but 
whether this will be made against the 
Franco-British troops, which hold all 
that remains of Serbia, or against the 
Russians should they launch an attack 
against Bulgaria, the present situation 
gives no indication.

Both the Austro-Germans and the 
Bulgarians have formally announced 
the completion of their Serbian cam-
paign. Vienna officially estimates the 
capture of more than 60,000 Serbians 
during the month of November alone. 
Moreover it seems certain that the Ser-
bians in their retreat over Albanian 
mountain passes, encumbered by civil-
ian refugees and made more difficult by 
wintry weather, were forced to leave be-
hind them a large part of their equip-
ment, including most of their heavy ar-
tillery, motor cars and other transports.

Austria, with the assistance of some 
German troops, continues her opera-
tions against Montenegro, the frontier 
of which have been crossed, but not 
without considerable opposition from 
the Montenegrins, who are masters in 
mountain warfare and who have been 
joined by some portions of the Serbi-
an armies which succeeded in escaping 
from the invaders of their country. 

December 10

Allied troops operate 
freely in Greece 
A feeling of optimism seems to be 
growing here that diplomatic negotia-
tions in Greece seem to be progressing 
favorably. Greece has virtually turned 
over Grecian Macedonia as a base of 
operations to the Allies, besides giving 
them free use of the railroad and the 
harbors on the Aegean Sea. 

Serbian soldiers who fell back into 
Greek territory were not disarmed, but 
were treated with notable consideration. 
Greece declines, however, to disarm 
troops of the Central Powers if they pur-
sue allied troops on Greecian territory.

The Central Powers meanwhile have 
offered Greece southern Albania and is-
lands in the Aegean on condition that 
she decline to grant certain demands of 
the Allies and remain neutral. 

Romania plays both sides
Romania looms unusually large on the 
Balkan horizon, and that country is 

generally accredited with the intention 
either of joining the Allies or at least 
stretching her neutrality to the point of 
allowing the passage of Russian troops. 

The Romanian government has de-
cided to close all foreign navigation on 
the part of the Danube which flows 
through Romanian territory. In addi-
tion, the Romanian military have an-
nounced that all steamships, barges, 
tugs and other craft anchored in Roma-
nian ports belonging to foreign or pri-
vate Romanian companies will be com-
mandeered “in the interest of national 
defense.”

Allies continue retreat
The Anglo-French expedition in the 
Balkans has continued its retreat and 
has now entirely evacuated Serbian 
territory. 

According to a statement issued 
from the French general staff: “We, the 
French and British, are retiring for rea-
sons easy to understand. In view of the 
fact that the Serbian army for the mo-
ment is out of the reckoning, our pres-
ence in Serbian territory is no longer 
necessary. Bulgarian successes amount 
to an occupation of territory no longer 
disputed by us.”

The French retirement from the 
Serbia must be regarded as a pure-
ly strategical move. After a desper-
ate effort by the French to estab-
lish a connection with the Serbian 
forces, which lack of time and re-
sources made impossible, the 
French were compelled to readjust 
their lines with a view to shorten-
ing their front and taking up win-
ter quarters more easily supplied 
and less exposed to the inclem-
ency’s of the weather. The French 
having retired southward, their 
new position is now closely con-
nected with the strong positions 
held by the British. 

With the campaign against the 
main Serbian armies having been 
closed, it is expected that German 
forces, will join the Bulgarians in 
Macedonia in an effort to crush the 
French and British armies before they 
become much stronger. 

However, the constant arrival of fresh 
forces and war materials at Saloniki give 
evidence that the Allies have no inten-
tion of abandoning their efforts in this 
region.

 

December 17 

Allies complete retreat 
The retirement of the Anglo-French 

forces in the Balkans has ended. The Al-
lies now occupy strong positions north 
of Saloniki, where thus far their oppo-
nents have made no effort to disturb 
them. The allied front extends about 
twenty-five miles north of Saloniki. 

The retreat of the British and French 
expedition in Serbia was conduct-
ed with great difficulty, according to 
the Germans. The Allies main force 
was unable to disengage itself and re-
treat unhampered. Bulgarian and Teu-
ton troops maintained the closest touch 
with their retiring foe, who was there-
fore forced to retire fighting at every 
step.

Notwithstanding the difficulties of 
retreat and the determined attack of 
superior forces of Bulgarians, the Al-
lies saved virtually all their ammunition 
and other supplies and suffered com-
paratively small losses.

The principal reason for the retreat 
was that the Balkan expedition, which 
was to aid the Serbians, no longer ex-
isted. Once entrenched at Saloniki, the 
Allies can await in virtually complete 
security for reinforcements, as well as 
a better opportunity to resume opera-
tions. 

The Allies, notwithstanding the Teu-
tonic sweep through Serbia and their 
recent retreat to a line near the Greek 
border, are not going to abandon their 
campaign in the Balkans. 

This decision was reached at the war 
conference that has been in progress in 
Paris between the French war minis-
ter and the British foreign and war sec-
retaries. Although British and French 
troops are being withdrawn from Ser-
bia, the conferees approved the main-
tenance of French and British troops at 
Saloniki. Measures of a military nature 

The Allied southern front collapses

While the battle for Warsaw was finishing, the battle for life during the 
cold winter of 1915-16 was just beginning for innocent civilians.

The Greek port of Saloniki was the life line to all Allied troops on the Balkan 
Front, and a center of controversy as Greece was supposedly neutral.
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have been taken to insure the security of 
the expeditionary force and when con-
ditions seem to indicate that the time is 
ripe the offensive will be assumed with 
adequate forces. 

In military circles, it is of primary im-
portance that Saloniki be retained as a 
base for future operations, even though 
the allied troops are forced to take shel-
ter under the guns of the fleet. It is gen-
erally conceded the present forces of the 
Allies are inadequate to cope with Bul-
garia and the Central Powers, whose 
armies now number 1,000,000 men. 

Greek neutrality questioned 
Virtually all of Greek Eastern Mace-
donia has now been abandoned to the 
French and British forces, in accordance 
with the agreement reached with the 
Greek government. 

Germany, it is said, already has 
asked Greece whether Greek neutrali-
ty has been compromised by the new 
facilities accorded the Allies. Germa-
ny apparently has no intention of per-
mitting Greece to grant any further 
concessions to the Allies without a ve-
hement protest. 

The Greek government officially de-
nied that Bulgarians have entered Greek 
territory, and it is considered in compe-
tent quarters here that an entrance of 
the Bulgarians into Greek Macedonia is 
improbable. The presence of Bulgarians 
in Greek Macedonia would arouse na-
tional indignation.

The Bulgarian minister has made 
public a reassuring statement dwell-
ing upon Bulgaria’s friendly attitude 
toward Greece. The Greek govern-
ment now seems to be satisfied that 
there will be no Bulgarian incursion 
on Greek territory. 

December 24 

Invasion of Greece imminent 
The Germans threat that they will be 
compelled to take action to drive out 
the Allies at Saloniki if the fortification 
of that base continues, brings the Bal-
kan development a step nearer a crisis. 

How soon the Austro-Germans 
cross the Greek frontier will apparently 
depend upon how soon they are able to 

collect sufficient troops. The fact that an 
attack upon Saloniki has not yet begun 
is attributed to the necessity in which 
the Germans find themselves concen-
trating sufficient forces, repairing com-
munications destroyed by the Anglo-
French and Serbians, and the bringing 
up of sufficient supplies of munitions, 
but the moment they have made the 
preparations the attack will be begun 
and pushed home. 

Whether the Bulgarians also cross 
the border is a vital question to the 
Greeks. It is believed a Bulgarian ad-
vance would rekindle old enmities and 
might draw the Greek people into the 
conflict on the side of the Allies. The 
Greek Premier rejoined that in no case 
would Greece allow Bulgarian troops to 
set foot on Greek soil. 

The Bulgarian premier however said 
that the demarkation of a neutral zone 
on the Serbian-Greek frontier is mak-
ing good its promises and that whenev-
er parties of Bulgarian and Greek troops 
meet the relations are most friendly. He 
added that the Bulgarians would only 
fight against the entente Allies on Greek 
territory with the guarantee to Greece 
that the Bulgarians would not occupy 
Saloniki, but would withdraw behind 
the Bulgarian frontier after accomplish-
ing their task of driving the Allies out 
of Greece.

If an offensive movement toward 
Saloniki is undertaken it is hardly like-
ly Greece will interfere seriously, as she 
must grant the same facilities to the 
Central Powers as she accorded the en-
tente Allies if the present policy of neu-

trality prevails. 
According to official reports from 

Greece, King Constantine recognizes 
that the Central Powers may be forced 
by military expediency to attempt to ex-
pel the Allies, and has cautioned the Al-
lies that they cannot expect the Central 
Power’s respect for Greek neutrality will 
last forever. 

Greeks protest allied presence 
Private reports from Saloniki indicate 
that a state of panic reigns there. The 
Greeks are hostile to the English, who 
behave arrogantly. The French and 
British are on bad terms, each blaming 
the other for the failure of their failed 
Balkan expedition. 

To add insult to injury, nearly fifty 
members of the Serbian parliament are 
living in a hotel in Saloniki. They have 
formed a provisional parliament and 
play cards during the night while Ser-
bian and Greek refugees are starving in 
the streets. 

German war plans
The Germans appear to be preparing 
offensive movements in all directions, 
in Belgium and France, in Greece, 
against Egypt, on the Russian front, 
and in Galicia. 

British military critics believe, how-
ever, that the Central Powers have not 
enough available reserves for an of-
fensive movement on more than one 
front. In fact, it is frequently argued in 
England that the Central Powers are ap-
proaching the last stratum of reserves in 
men, and must make a determined ef-
fort to obtain a victory over one of their 
enemies. 

December 31

Peace on Earth finds 
no echo on battle lines
Peace on earth, goodwill towards men, 
that sentiment enunciated to the shep-
herds on the plains of Bethlehem and 
announcing that onto the world Christ 
was born; that sentiment which dur-
ing the ages has been the light and in-
spiration of civilization today, finds no 
echo on the great battlefields of Eu-
rope, where, in lust for blood that victo-
ry may be achieved countless thousands 
of soldiers continue the struggle.

From the northern plains of Flanders 
to the mountains separating France 
and Germany, from the Gulf of Riga 
to the Austrian frontier to Saloniki and 
in the districts of the near East, where 
Muhammad in military strength is pit-
ted against Christians, the tremendous 
booming of heavy guns continues, and 
men are being sacrificed to the war 
God that their bones and sinew may be 

molded into that intangible something 
recognized as triumphant success.

True, the fighting being engaged in by 
the belligerent forces on the various fronts 
is not of a determined offensive character, 
but the men are there and as far as it is 
possible under the present strategic condi-
tions they are continuing fighting.

No advance on Saloniki 
Dispatches from the continent project 
the holiday lull will be broken on the 
Balkan front, where Greek observers 
believe the Central Powers are prepar-
ing a huge army for operations directed 
against the Allies. Whether this will take 
the form of an actual attack on Salon-
iki or merely an advanced into Greece 
for the purpose of seizing strategic de-
fensive points is a matter of keen specu-
lation in Athens.

According to one correspondent the 
Greek government has definitely decid-
ed not to permit the Central Powers to 
penetrate Greek territory unless they 
specifically guarantee that Greek terri-
tory will not be endangered.

The Central Power operations however 

may possibly not he resumed. Some Ger-
man observers believe Saloniki has no stra-
tegic importance. So long as the Central 
Powers are able to defend southern Bulgar-
ia the occupation of Saloniki by the Allies is 
not looked upon as a menace to any of the 
interests of the Central Powers. 

It is argued the allied forces are oper-
ating at the end of the longest, the most 
hazardous and most expensive sup-
ply line of the war, while the Bulgarian 
army, constituting the major part of the 
force barring the allied route through 
Serbia, has the advantage of very short 
communications. 

Therefore it is considered that an of-
fensive against Saloniki would be a po-
litical rather than a military measure, 
and from the political standpoint, it is 
pointed out the value of such would be 
highly problematic offensive since the 
occupation, even temporarily of Greek 
territory, would involve only embarrass-
ments and no advantages. 

To read past editions of WWI News Re-
ports From the Front visit the Historical 
Society section of Emmitsburg.net.

While American’s celebrate Christmas in relative prosperity, the same 
could not be said for their European counterparts. 

As 1915 ended, the prospect for a peaceful resolution of the war 
seemed more distant than ever.  
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John Miller 
Emmitsburg Historical Society

Part 2

In 1758, Brigadier General John 
Forbes was given the opportuni-

ty to command a major campaign to 
take Fort Duquesne that would shape 
North America. He remained in New 
York until April, when he moved 
to Philadelphia. Brigadier General 
Forbes remained in Philadelphia for 
several weeks gaining financial sup-
port, supplies, and recruits for the 
campaign. While there, his second in 
command, Colonel Henry Bouquet 
led the main portion of Forbes’ army 
to Ray’s Town, to establish a forward 
depot for supplies that would be sent 
from Philadelphia. Ray’s Town also 
served as a training ground, and a con-
centration point before pushing across 
the mountains to Fort Duquesne. 

About thirty-five miles to the south 

of Ray’s Town was Fort Cumberland, 
where Colonel George Washington 
was ordered to cut a road connect-
ing the two forts. Fort Cumberland 
was located along the Braddock Road 
where Major General Edward Brad-
dock led his command to Fort 
Duquesne. The question was, how to 
proceed to lay siege to Fort Duquesne? 
From Ray’s Town, Brig. Gen. Forbes 
could march his army west across 
the mountains, using some of the es-
tablished paths, and then cut a new 
road to Fort Duquesne. From Ray’s 
Town to Fort Duquesne was about 
ninety miles. Moving west, the Brit-
ish army would march through a wil-
derness with no major river crossings. 
The three main ridges of the Allegh-
eny, Laurel and Chestnut mountains 
would be the only natural obstacles to 
cut through. 

Or, Brig. Gen. Forbes could move 
south from Ray’s Town to Fort Cum-
berland, where the Braddock Road 

was established. However, three years 
of growth would have made the road 
difficult to travel upon. Secondly, the 
Braddock Road was the same road 
that many Indians used to launch 
raids into Pennsylvania, Virginia and 
Maryland, so a surprise attack could 
be compromised. Thirdly, several ma-
jor river crossings could slow the ad-
vance down, and Brig. Gen. Forbes 
could miss his November deadline 
of attack. Finally, the route was over 
one hundred sixty miles, and supplies 
would take longer to arrive for the ad-
vance of the British army.  

The decision was made to con-
struct about fifty miles of new road 
from Ray’s Town to Loyalhanna. On 
August 10, British Major James Grant 
would move westward from Ray’s 
Town, across the Allegheny Moun-
tain and Laurel Ridge to Loyalhan-
na Creek, building a road. As Major 
Grant moved, small working details 
began to cut a new road. These small-
er work details would move along at a 
faster pace by not getting in the way of 
one another, as Braddock had during 
the construction of his road. 

On August 15, Colonel Bou-
quet ordered Ensign Charles Rohr 
to select a location for a storehouse 
at Loyalhanna. Loyalhanna would 
become yet another concentration 
point for the British army. It would 
also serve as a training ground to 
those units and volunteers that 
would join up with Forbes’ army. 
On August 20, Colonel Bouquet 
ordered Colonel James Burd, Ma-
jor James Grant, and about 1,500 
to begin building the future fort. 

While the army was in west-

ern Pennsylvania, Brig. Gen. Forbes 
stayed behind at Philadelphia, tak-
ing care of administrative problems. 
By early July, Brig. Gen. Forbes began 
moving to catch up with the army. He 
would set up his headquarters at Carl-
isle, and remain there for several weeks 
before moving to Shippensburg. He 
was battling his illness of what many 
today feel was stomach cancer. He 
was typically transported from place 
to place on a stretcher or litter. By ear-
ly September, Brig. Gen. Forbes was 
at Fort Loudoun, just west of Cham-
bersburg. By September 15, Brig. 
Gen. Forbes made it to Ray’s Town, 
where, for several weeks, he would es-
tablish his headquarters. 

On August 21, the location of a 
fort had been chosen, and the next 
day Colonel Bouquet ordered 1,500 
men, supported by artillery, to move 
to Loyalhanna to begin construction 
of a storehouse and hospital. Troops 
first reached the area at the end of Au-
gust to begin working on entrench-
ments. With a chain of forts support-

ing the encampment at Loyalhanna, 
Forbes’ army would be better protect-
ed and not as exposed as Maj. Gen. 
Braddock’s army was when they at-
tempted to take Fort Duquesne. 

On the evening of September 2, 
although some sources state Sep-
tember 3, Colonel James Burd ar-
rived at Loyalhanna, and began es-
tablishing camp. Most of the army 
wagon trains would begin arriving 
the next day. Just as they were dur-
ing Maj. Gen. Braddock’s campaign, 
the wagon trains were a plague mov-
ing across the mountains. The wag-
on trains travelled very slowly along 
the new road. 

Colonel Burd began studying the 
area to gain knowledge. He quickly 
laid out plans for an entrenchment of 
a fort. Following Colonel Bouquet’s 
instructions, a storehouse was built 
and stockades quickly went up. Fort 
Ligonier was to be the name of this 
new fortification. 

The fort was set up on a high piece 
of ground that would become heavily 
armed, and became the forward sup-
ply depot for the British army. The 
east and west faces of the fort would 
feature heavy redoubts for artillery 
batteries. A wooden stockade sur-
rounded the fort, with moats located 
at various points. Logs with wooden 
spikes lodged through the bean called 
Chevaux de fries would dot the land-
scape leading to the fort, serving as 
obstacles in case of a major attack. 

Quartermaster stores, officers’ 
quarters, hospital, smokehouse and 
ovens were all built. The interior also 
featured a parade ground. A powder 
magazine was also built using earth. A 
blacksmith shop and sawmill were lo-
cated on site. The army could sustain 
itself for weeks or months if it had to. 

If the campaign looked as though 
the French would attack the British, 
they now had a closer fall back posi-
tion than what Braddock did at Fort 
Cumberland. From Fort Ligonier, 
Fort Duquesne was only a few days 
march. To cover the British army’s re-
arguard, and keep supplies moving 
forward to the outposts, 1,200 British 
soldiers were needed to stay at the var-
ious networks of forts. 

Brigadier General Forbes had 
about 100 men stationed at Carlisle, 
and at Forts Morris, Loudoun, Lit-
tleton, Juniata and Frederick. At Fort 
Cumberland and Ray’s Town, Brig. 
Gen. Forbes had about 200 men sta-
tioned. The future fort at Loyalhan-

Rediscovering Colonial America
Forbes’ Campaign for Fort Duquesne

Crossed pickets in front of and on top of fort walls were 
effective in breaking up frontal assaults by massed 

troops during the French and Indian War.
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na would see about 300 men to gar-
rison the fort, as the British army 
moved out to attack the French at 
Fort Duquesne. 

During the construction of Fort Li-
gonier, the British soldiers were sub-
jected to French and Indian raiding 
parties, who harassed the soldiers. On 

September 9, Colonel Bouquet or-
dered 100 men to entrench an area 
west of Fort Ligonier, near modern 
day Latrobe, which was nicknamed 
“Grant’s Paradise.” As the skirmishes 
occurred, Colonel Bouquet would be 
forced to answer back. It was no se-
cret that the French were well aware 

of the British location, and this would 
play a role that would be played out in 
two months during the climax of the 
campaign.

To learn more about our rich local co-
lonial history visit the Historical Society 
section of Emmitsburg.net.
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MOM’S TIME OUT

Mary Angel

It absolutely can’t be December 
already.  I haven’t even begun to 

think Christmas.  I am stilling reel-
ing over Thanksgiving and all of the 
preparation, cleaning and family 
that I had to get ready for.  It is really 
strange since I am usually that over-
ly Christmas-ready individual.  So 
what is going on?

By the first week in October I 
have usually taken my girls (used 
to be all four kids when they were 
younger) to Toys R Us to make a 
digital copy of their Christmas list.  
We would linger in almost every isle 
and I would take pictures of every 
item they wanted with their face and 
the label of the item included in the 
picture.  Then I would go home and 
make a spread sheet of the items, 
their cost and eventually who got 

what for whom.  This year the be-
ginning of October came and went, 
along with the beginning and mid-
dle of November.  At that point I 
went into a little panic and took my 
youngest since I had to go to Fred-
erick for an errand.  She had a blast 
and we took quite a few pictures.

When we got home I didn’t 
make the spreadsheet.  I have got-
ten quite a bit of grief from my elev-
en year old concerning the fact that 
there doesn’t seem to be any time to 
take her to Toys R Us.  After anoth-
er week plus, we stopped in several 
mini toy stores or department stores 
with toy departments and compiled 
an admirable list for her this year as 
well.  I have also requested lists from 
both of my boys.  Although at this 
point had not received any thing.

The week before Thanksgiving 
and the Grandmas start to ask for 

ideas for gifts to give the kids.  Af-
ter the third time of being quizzed 
I go into a little panic and explain 
to the boys that if I didn’t get a list 
by the end of the day I was going 
to tell anyone who asked for ideas to 
just get whatever they saw.  I don’t 
know if it was the fear of Grandma 
picking anything she saw or the fear 
of Meme ordering something off of 
an infomercial that motivated them.  
By supper time I had a list from 
both of them.

Suddenly it is a few days before 
Thanksgiving and I have the pic-
tures and the lists but no spread-
sheet.  Every year we have a tradi-
tion of going on a girls shopping 
weekend starting on Black Fri-
day!  No spreadsheet means that I 
would spend money I didn’t have on 
things I didn’t need, things the kids 
wouldn’t want or possibly already 
have.  I also came to the conclusion 
that the spreadsheet was somehow 
the reason I got so much shopping 
done before Black Friday. I resign 
myself to the fact that I may be pull-
ing an all-nighter to get the spread-
sheet done and be ready for some se-
rious shopping.  

So is my Christmas-readiness real-
ly thrown off just because of a spread 
sheet, maybe?  It might also be be-

cause I started a part time job and 
one of the kids went back to public 
school.  I had no idea how disrup-
tive it would be to figure in anoth-
er school start and end time and 24 
hours a week for a job.  I have had to 
rearrange many of my routines for 
the day.  Before my daughter went 
back to middle school I was already 
struggling to come up with a regu-

lar schedule for my 24 hours and still 
have a regular schedule for home-
schooling.  When she went back to 
school it just got that much harder.  
I felt like I was finally getting into 
a routine and she started back to a 
school that had a start time the same 
time as our homeschool day.  This 
meant that I had to adjust yet again.

Then my husband unexpectedly 
had to go out of town for business 8 
out of 10 days in a row.  Although he 
works a lot and therefore isn’t always 
available to help, he is still an integral 
part of the family complex.  There 
are times when I have two kids that 
need to go in two different direc-
tions, actually frequent times.  So on 
top of all of the changes and adjust-
ments, now I had to be in two plac-
es at once.

So to answer the question I posed 
earlier the answer would be no it isn’t 
just the spreadsheet to blame.  The 
truth is that life is full of the snow-
ball effect.  I took the part time job 
and things had to change.  Then my 
preteen started back to school and 
things had to adjust again.  Add to 
that my husband’s absenteeism. All 
of this happened when I normally 
would have taken the girls to make 
their lists and asked the boys to make 
theirs, then I would have sat down 
and asked them to pick their favorites 
for their actual list for Santa.  After 
this tedious process there still would 
have been plenty of time for the mak-
ing of a spreadsheet and all would 
have been bliss.  However, with all of 
the chaos none of that happened and 
so here I am, disorganized and unpre-
pared for the holidays.

Could you hear the BUT com-
ing.  But, none of that matters.  I still 
love the holidays and they will come 
whether I am prepared or not.  So I 
have decided to just do the best I can 
and wing it.  All of this has made me 
realize how much I like being in con-
trol and how much I maybe need to 
let go a little more.  If you take any-
thing from my holiday ramblings I 
hope it is that you should enjoy the 
holidays with your friends and fami-
ly and not worry so much about the 
small stuff.  The small stuff really will 
take care of itself.  Merry Christmas 
and relax!!!!

To read past editions of Mom’s Time 
Out visit the Authors’ section of Em-
mitsburg.net.

Frazzled
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Holiday treats!
COOKING

Brooke Hagerty 
AKA The Food Chick

December means treats, treats and 
more treats.  Now, you can take 

the easy way out and buy store bought 
or even attend your local holiday ba-
zaar and buy someone else’s home-
made.  But why do that when you can 
spend just one afternoon doing it your-
self.  The satisfaction you will feel cou-
pled with the joy of the recipient will 
amaze you!  These surprisingly simple 
little treats are sure to delight everyone 
on your holiday gift-giving list.  And 
just to be sure we are going to cover 
some sweet and savory ideas!

First up, the sweets!  Fudge is a fam-
ily favorite of mine and very easy to 
make.  Also easy to make are Choco-
late Peanut Nut Clusters and White 
Chocolate Peppermint Bark.

 Anyone with a sweet tooth will ap-
preciate this yummy fudge and how 
easy it is to make. It’s a breeze to make 
on your own and it’s also a great activi-
ty if you’ve got little hands helping you! 
We decided to add a little more vanil-
la for some extra kick and some sea 
salt to cut the sweetness, but it’s your 
fudge, your rules—anything goes with 
this one!

Sea Salt Chocolate Fudge
Ingredients

2 cups (12 oz bag) semi-sweet choc-
olate chips

1 can (14 oz) sweetened condensed 
milk

1 1/2 teaspoons vanilla extract
1/4 teaspoon sea salt

Directions 
Line a 9-inch square baking dish with 
aluminum foil.

In a medium saucepan, combine 
chocolate chips and condensed milk 
over low heat. Stir until chocolate is 
melted and smooth.

Once smooth, take off heat and stir 
in vanilla and salt.

Pour into baking dish and refrigerate 
for at least 2 hours. (Optional: sprinkle 
sea salt over the top.)

Pull foil out, cut fudge into pieces 
and enjoy!

Chocolate Peanut Clusters
Ingredients

1 cup Roasted Salted Peanuts or 
your choice of nuts (salt is optional)

2 cups Semi-sweet chocolate

Directions
In a double boiler slowly melt choc-
olate chips (be sure the boiling water 
is a slow boil and does not touch the 
top pot).  Do not let water get into the 
chocolate.  Once chips start to loos-
en stir until creamy.  Once chocolate 
is melted add your nut of choice and 
stir to combine.  Remove from heat.  
On a parchment paper lined sheet tray, 
using a small melon baller scoop out 
and place on tray.  Once the tray is full 
move to the refrigerator to set for ap-
proximately one hour.  Package is col-
ored plastic wrap, in decorative jars or 
tins.

White Chocolate Bark
Ingredients

4 cups white chocolate
1 cup crushed peppermint

Directions
In a double boiler slowly melt choc-
olate chips (be sure the boiling water 
is a slow boil and does not touch the 
top pot).  Do not let water get into the 
chocolate.  Once chips start to loos-
en stir until creamy.  Once chocolate 
is melted add peppermint and stir un-
til combined.  Remove from heat and 
spread on a parchment lined sheet tray 
to desired thickness.  Place in refrig-
erator and allow to set for at least one 
hour.  Break into pieces and package as 
desired

And now for the savory treats that 
are again very easy but pack a lot of fla-
vor punch and are lovely hostess gifts 
this holiday season.  Butter is a favor-
ite and flavored butter is even better.  
Just wait until you see how easy this de-
lectable treat can be!  And what’s but-
ter without homemade biscuits?  Just 
package the dry ingredients and your 
hostess should will only have to add 
water and shortening to make fresh 
biscuits on Christmas morning!

Honey Butter
Ingredients

1/2 cup unsalted butter
1/4 cup honey

Directions
Mix the butter and the honey using 

a standing or hand mixer.  Spoon onto 
a sheet of plastic wrap in a lump and 
roll into a log. (use the plastic wrap to 
help you form the log so your hands 
are not covered in butter).  Store in re-
frigerator and until solid and then slice 
to desired length.  

***this recipe can easily be doubled, 
tripled or quadrupled***

Biscuits
Ingredients

8 cups flour
1-1/4 cups nonfat dry milk powder
1/4 cup baking powder
1 tablespoon salt
2 cups solid shortening

Directions
Combine all ingredients except short-
ening into a Mason Jar and attach the 
following directions

In a food processor with a large 

bowl, place the dry ingredients. Pro-
cess the ingredients to mix. Add the 
shortening a few scoops at a time. Pro-
cess until the mixture resembles small 
peas. Preheat oven to 425 degrees F. 
Measure Homemade Biscuit Mix into 
bowl. Add 2/3 cup cold water. Stir just 
to blend. Turn into floured surface. 
Sprinkle with flour. Knead 5 times 
with floured hands. Roll-out dough 
into 3/4-inch. Dip a 2-inch cutter into 
flour. Cut biscuits. Do not twist cut-
ter. This will seal the edges. Place bis-
cuits onto baking sheet. Bake for 12-
14 minutes.

Makes - one dozen 2-inch biscuits.
 And if none of these gift items tick-

le your fancy but you still want to give 
the gift of food you can always call 
me, The Food Chick!  My services in-
clude personal chef, in home cook-

ing classes, kitchen reorganization 
and grocery store tours and shopping.  
When it comes to food the sky is the 
limit as to what I can do.  Gift cer-
tificates are available in any denomi-
nation.   Still looking for something 
a little different?  You can purchase a 
gift certificate to my husband’s restau-
rant, Bud’s at Silver Run, voted Car-
roll County’s Best Restaurant in 2014 
and 2015.

As always, should you have a ques-
tion, an idea for an article or are in 
need of my personal chef/catering ser-
vices please contact me at brooke@the-
foodchick.biz.  Be sure to check out 
my website, www.thefoodchick.biz or 
“like” me on Facebook at wwwface-
book.com/theoriginalfoodchick .  

    
Until next month, Happy Eating!!
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What’s new at the library

Events at Blue Ridge Summit Library

Linda Frydl
Frederick County 
Public Libraries 

This winter we are challenging 
you to read by joining our Win-

ter Book Bingo: A Reading Chal-
lenge for Adults. Come into the Em-
mitsburg or Thurmont branch to 
pick up a bingo card. Complete one 
horizontal, vertical or diagonal line 
and choose a prize book (one per cus-
tomer). Complete all 25 squares to be 
entered into the drawing to win a tote 
bag full of goodies for readers. Com-
pleted bingo cards must be received 
by Monday, February 29th. Drawing 
will be held on Tuesday, March 1.

Meet Author Jan Brett at Rose Hill 
Manor Park & Children’s Museum 
- Frederick County Public Libraries 
teams up with Rose Hill Manor Park 
& Children’s Museum for a free event 
in conjunction with the museum’s 

Jan Brett Exhibit. Meet author Jan 
Brett, see original copies of her art-
work, listen to stories told by FCPL 
staff, and tour the children’s museum.  
This event is free, but participants 
will have the opportunity to purchase 
books for signing. Contact Rose Hill 
at 301-600-1650 to be added to their 
list of interested attendees.  Tuesday, 
December 1, 5 pm at Rose Hill Man-
or Park. 

Holiday Happenings at the Em-
mitsburg Library 

 Junior Gardener Program: Holi-
day Centerpieces. Join the Silver Fan-
cy Garden Club Saturday, December 
5 at 10 am to create beautiful tea cup 
centerpieces just right for the holiday 
season. Ages 6-14. Registration re-
quired. Register online at fcpl.org, or 
call 301-600-6331.

Children’s Holiday Tea Party host-
ed at the Emmitsburg Senior Center 
by the Friends of the Emmitsburg Li-

brary Saturday, December 12 at 1:30 
pm. All ages with an adult. Registra-
tion required. Register online at fcpl.
org, or call 301-600-6331.

Symphony Storytime with Freder-
ick Symphony Orchestra! -Sympho-
ny Storytime gives your budding mu-
sic-lover the chance to explore music 
through highly engaging and inter-
active live performances. Each story-
time features the musical talents of 
FSO musicians performing classical 
and children’s songs to develop mu-
sicality, creativity, coordination and 
literacy. And after the stories are per-
formed, audience members can take 
a closer peek at an instrument pet-
ting zoo provided by the music spe-
cialty store Music & Arts! This pro-
gram is best appreciated by children 
ages 2-6 and their caregivers, but is 
open to all ages. Thursday, December 
10, 10:30am. 

Teen Program: Mini Cupcake 

Wars - Design and decorate your own 
mini cupcakes. They will be judged 
and prizes awarded. For grades 6 and 
up. Tuesday, December 15, 4-5 pm. 
Register online at fcpl.org, or call 
301-600-6331.

Drop in for a Play Date! Every 
Monday drop in for a special play-
group. We’ll start off with a fun 
story. Afterwards, you can meet 
new friends, read books, and play 
with toys. For ages 0-5. Mondays, 
10:30am – 11 am. 

LEGO® and Mega Blok Party - 

Join us for an afternoon of LEGO® 
and Mega Blok fun! Build tall build-
ings, create mysterious scenes and 
have an endless amount of STEM 
fun with LEGO® bricks at the li-
brary! Best for ages 2 and up with an 
adult. Tuesday, December 8, 3:30-6 
pm.

Full “Steam” Ahead - Play, 
Learn, and Explore at our pop-up 
“STEAM” lab. A variety of activities 
will be available. Try one or all. Tues-
day, December 29, 4-6 pm.

All Frederick County Public Librar-
ies will be closed Thursday and Friday, 
December 24 & 25, and closing at 5 
pm on Thursday, December 31.We 
will also be closed Friday, January 1. 

Every Monday is Lego Night 
from 3:30 - 7:30 p.m. For 

‘tweens and ‘tweens at heart.  
Show your creative side!

Every Wednesday is “coffee 
club night” from 3:30 - 5 p.m.  
Coffee, tea, snacks, puzzles, 
cards, good conversation, and so 
much more.

Every Thursday is teen night, 
from 3:30- 5p.m. The commu-
nity room is yours! We’ve got 
Wii, board games, music, food, 
etc.....
 Dec 5th:  Story hour at 11 
a.m. is “Little Tree” by E. E. 

Cummings.
 Dec. 8th: Free family holiday 
movie!  We will be showing “The 
Muppets Christmas Carol”, rated 
G.  Show time is 6 p.m.  Bring your 
pillows!
 Dec. 12th:  Story hour is “The 
Wild Christmas Reindeer” by Jan 
Brett.  Starts at 11a.m.
 Dec. 17th: Free holiday mov-
ie “The Nightmare Before Christ-
mas”, rated PG. Starts at 6 p.m.
 Dec 19th:  Story hour will “How 
the Grinch Stole Christmas” by Dr. 
Seuss, starting at 11 a.m. 
 Dec 19th: Free holiday open 

house from 4 – 6 p.m.  Carol-
ing, carriage rides, tree lighting, 
kids’ crafts, fire truck rides, vis-
it with Santa, live music, door 
prizes, hot chocolate, cookies, 
etc.  Special showing of the an-
imated classic “How The Grin-
ch Stole Christmas” at 4, 4:45 & 
5:30 p.m.
 Dec 26th: Story hour will be 
“The Three Snow Bears” by Jan 
Brett.  Starting at 11 a.m.
 Dec. 29th: Free family mov-
ie presentation of Walt Disney’s 
“Cinderella”, rated PG. Starts at 
6 p.m. Bring those pillows!.
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Merry Christmas from MSS

2016 legislative principles

SCHOOL AND LIBRARY NEWS

Lynn Tayler

Oh by gosh, by golly. Is it already 
time for mistletoe and holly? 

The surprise heat waves we keep ex-
periencing make it hard to believe 
that Christmas is upon us, but it must 
be that time already because I have a 
stack of letters to Santa waiting to be 
stamped and mailed. I carefully pry 
them open, peek at what my children 
are asking the Big Man for, and glue 
them shut again, of course. There’s 
only a few years left of believing in 
the magic of Santa for my little ones. I 
know my oldest knows the truth and 
I think my second oldest does, as well. 

They’ll get the chance to meet Kris 
Kringle in person at Mother Seton 
School and so will you! The annual 
Breakfast with Santa and Christmas 
Bazaar happens December 5th, from 
8:00 a.m. to Noon. Pancakes, bacon, 
photos with Santa, unique gifts from 
local crafters and vendors…it’s one of 
the best parts of the season, in my very 
humble opinion. There’s something 
about spending an eternity stand-
ing in line at the mall to see Santa, 
and then having to spend an obscene 
amount of money for a single photo, 

that takes the joy right out of the sea-
son. Events like Breakfast with Santa 
add to the magic of this time of year 
instead of detracting from it. Maybe 
we’ll see you there. We’ll be the ones 
holding up the line while my second-
grader interrogates Santa to see if he’s 
the real one or just a helper.

I have to confess—I’m prolong-
ing their belief for my own benefit, 
as well. There’s really no better way 
to get into the Christmas spirit than 
by seeing the holiday through the 
eyes of the children. The way their 
faces light up when they see San-
ta, the pure happiness that radiates 
from them as they sing along to ev-
ery Christmas carol on the radio 
(and I do mean every Christmas car-
ol), and their eyes filled with wonder 
as they decorate the tree. Greg Lake 
once sang about this wonderment 
and described it best: “The peal of a 
bell, and that Christmas tree smell, 
and eyes full of tinsel and fire.”

I also have the privilege of experi-
encing Advent not only through my 
own children’s eyes, but through the 
eyes of our students at MSS. As a pri-
vate, Catholic school, MSS is able to 
turn the students’ focus to “the rea-

son for the season”—the celebration 
of the birth of Jesus. We are called to 
make preparations in anticipation of 
the arrival of the Savior, and encour-
aged to spend these weeks in prayer 
and reflection. It’s a welcome ref-
uge and redirection for the children, 
who are bombarded with the message 
that they must have the newest, big-
gest, best toy/gadget out there. And 
if you think experiencing Christmas 
through the eyes of a child is magical, 
try looking at Advent and the stories 
surrounding the birth of Jesus from 
their perspective. Their awe of that 
miracle, and their little hearts so open 
to the mysteries of Faith, are enough 
to feed your soul and fill your own 
heart to overflowing. 

My hope for you this season is that 
you may experience the same joy and 
wonderment as a child this Christ-
mas. If you need a little help, we in-
vite you to join us for our Christmas 
Program on December 18th, at 10:00 
a.m. and again at 7:00 p.m., where 
not only can you hear our talent-
ed chorus perform, but you can ex-
perience the joyful performances of 
our younger students. The enthusi-
asm and glee they put into perform-

Don’t miss the Mother Seton School Christmas Program, December 14, 
10 a.m. and 7 p.m. Snow date is December 18. Come celebrate the joy of 
Christmas with us! The program will include choral performances from 
the Mother Seton School Chorus as well as from individual classes, our 

award-winning band, and a student-produced Christmas play.

ing their songs is contagious. I dare 
you to come to the program and not 
leave with a smile on your face and a 
little more lightness in your step, and 
maybe, just maybe, a little more faith 
in your heart.

For a child is born to us, a son is 
given to us; upon his shoulder domin-

ion rests. They name him Wonder-
Counselor, God-Hero, Father-Forev-
er, Prince of Peace. (Is 9:6)

From all of us at Mother Seton 
School, have a joyful Advent, the 
Merriest of Christmases, and a Happy 
New Year. May 2016 bring you only 
blessings and good will!

Katie Groth  
Frederick County School Board

Every year, the legislative season in 
Annapolis brings its share of sur-

prises.  It also brings successes and of-
ten failures, depending on what var-
ious advocacy groups bring to their 
elected representatives. Of course, 
“what is needed” depends on one’s 
point of view.

The Board of Education of Fred-
erick County has a strong presence 
during the legislative session.  Joy 
Schaefer, our legislative liaison, is also 
the chair of the prestigious legislative 
committee of the Maryland Associa-
tion of Boards of Education.  She is 
our person in Annapolis and she fre-
quently testifies on bills.  Many of the 
issues she covers are state wide issues – 
such as funding equity, testing policy, 
and school funding.  There are other 
issues, too, that may be of interest to a 
specific group of people, such as vot-
ing laws, transportation funding, and 
diabetes education. 

With the help of members of the 
education community, the Board of 
Education has drawn up a set of leg-
islative principles for the 2016 session.  
These are the principles for which we 
plan to advocate as the legislative ses-
sion gets under way in January.  We 
will be presenting this set of princi-
ples to the members of the Frederick 
County delegation to the Maryland 
General Assembly on December 2.  
Here is the list of principles we will 
present to them and which we will 
lobby for once the session begins (ed-
ited for brevity). 

We support funding for education 
that is adequate and equitable.

With this, we support and aggres-
sive level of school funding in the FY

2017 state budget.  Maryland pub-
lic schools have always been among the 
top school systems in the US.  We need 
adequate funding to keep us there even 
as we take on significant challenges re-
quiring specialized programs for criti-
cal needs.  Readiness for college and ca-
reers is something Maryland residents 
demand for our students.  We oppose 
laws called “unfunded mandates,” that 
is, new initiatives in law which require 
local boards to provide programs or ser-
vices without accompanying funding.

We support adequate funding to 
improve school facilities and create 
needed capacity in our schools. We 
are committed to utilizing resources 
strategically and responsibly to ensure 

optimal learning environments and 
provide good stewardship of our pub-
lic facilities.  This year we are support-
ing a funding level of $350 million for 
school facilities in Maryland.   We op-
pose any law mandating school size 
for elementary and secondary schools, 
and we oppose competitive grants that 
would compete with or replace fund-
ing for the current state public school 
construction program.  

We support continued governance 
and authority for local boards of educa-
tion in Maryland.   We support strong, 
local governance for public education in 
Maryland. Local control of public ed-
ucation is a tradition in Maryland his-
tory and a responsibility of local com-

munities.  We oppose any legislation or 
regulation that would have the effect of 
reducing local board governance, over-
sight or budgetary authority.  The Board 
supports local decision-making in de-
veloping curriculum and assessments 
in conjunction with the Maryland State 
Board of Education.  The Board oppos-
es any effort to legislate school calendars, 
school start times, and any effort to limit 
the authority of local school administra-
tors in ensuring the safety of all staff and 
students.  The Board also opposes any 
mandates that are unfunded or under-
funded which limit the school system’s 
ability to meet the needs of all the stu-
dents and families it serves.  

We support locally developed policies 
and the allocation of adequate resourc-
es to provide improvements in student 
mental and physical health and well-be-
ing.   We oppose any unfunded man-

dates for physical or health instruction 
and/or physical, health, or mental health 
requirements.  We also oppose any “one-
size-fits-all” approaches that would dictate 
or limit the local board’s ability to meet the 
needs of local students and families.

Local boards of education, through 
public meetings and other engagement 
with communities they serve, provide 
the venue for meaningful public dia-
log about goals and expectations for lo-
cal public schools, their students and 
families.  The Board of Education of 
Frederick County appreciates and val-
ues when legislators consider the role of 
the school boards when deliberating on 
or enacting any legislation, policy or re-
form relative to our local public schools.   
Through attendance at various sched-
uled public hearings and through con-
tact with BOE members, all citizens 
have the right and the responsibility to 
become involved in their local schools.  
Great American public schools are the 
foundation of our communities and 
the backbone of our democracy. 
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FOUR YEARS AT THE MOUNT

Sarah Muir
MSM Class of 2018

It was warm and comfortable inside, 
a sharp contrast to the icy rain and 

bone-chilling winds that buffeted the 
small car. The woman inside hummed 
softly to the song on the radio, careful 
not to wake her passenger. She looked 
in her rearview mirror and smiled at 
the small five-year old boy, asleep in the 
back. He was slumped in his car-seat, a 
green tissue paper crown from a Christ-
mas cracker falling over his eyes, all tuck-
ered out from a day of excitement.

It was, overall, an almost-perfect 
Christmas Eve. Everyone was smiling 
and laughing, eating copious amounts 
of food from the table that was practical-
ly groaning under the weight of turkey 
and ham, stuffing and mashed potatoes, 
green beans and fresh bread. The house 
seemed to radiate warmth and light and 
smelled like pine, apples, and turkey. 
The tree was huge and over-laden with 
sparkling lights and ornaments. Ev-
eryone was there, enjoying each other’s 
company and basking in the warm glow 
that the season seems to exude. Well, al-
most everyone. There was a place set at 
the table that lay empty, waiting for an 
occupant that would not be coming. 

She frowned slightly at the memo-
ry, he was far away from home, doing 
God knows what, and though she knew 
it was silly, all she could think about was 
that he would have Christmas without a 
tree, or stockings and be far away from 
family. She knew it was going to be dif-
ficult tomorrow. Being woken by an ea-
ger five-year old who wants, more than 

Sophomore Year
I’ll be home for Christmas…

Freshman Year
Children Deserve a Chance Foundation 

Elizabeth Veronis
MSM Class of 2019

I have always been a sucker for a good 
come-from-behind, David beats Go-

liath, rags-to-riches story. I root for the 
underdog. Come March Madness, I 
celebrate every Cinderella team that up-
sets a top seed. Perhaps that’s why one of 
my favorite holiday shows is A Charlie 
Brown Christmas. Like Charlie Brown, 
I see the potential in that sad sapling 
that no one else wants. My heart posi-
tively swells as that straggly tree is loved 
back to life by a Peanuts Gang that is fi-
nally reminded of the true meaning of 
Christmas, when Linus recites the an-
nunciation to the shepherds from the 
Gospel of Luke.

It is easy to become cynical about the 
over-commercialization and seculariza-
tion of Christmas. The Halloween can-
dy barely clears the shelves before shop-
pers are prodded into a getting a jump 
on Black Friday. Fortunately, my home-
town of Lancaster, PA, takes a collective 

breath in advance of the holidays for a 
day of charitable giving. It is called the 
Extraordinary Give and it is a 24-hour 
event that benefits some 300 founda-
tions, non-profits, and service organiza-
tions in my community. Last year, $4.5 
million was pledged in a single day. One 
of the beneficiaries is the Children De-
serve a Chance Foundation. It happens 
to be my favorite!

The CDCF was established in 2004 
to provide mentoring and college prep-
aration to at-risk kids. It was founded 
by Jordan Steffy, who was once assisted 
by a mentor who intervened precisely 
when it mattered most. As he recounts 
his story, Steffy was making bad choic-
es in middle school; hanging with the 
wrong crowd, unfocused in school, and 
not thinking much about his own fu-
ture. He was also a stellar athlete, a high-
ly recruited quarterback who wound 
up playing for the University of Mary-
land. Recently, he earned an MBA from 
Columbia University. His turnabout – 
from flailing teenager to Ivy Leaguer, in-

spired him to give back to similarly sit-
uated kids.

The success of this foundation is tru-
ly inspiring. Almost all of the program 
participants will be the first in their fam-
ilies to graduate from college. Most nev-
er dreamed this was possible, prior to 
getting involved with the foundation. 
They simply didn’t see the path for-
ward, for there were so many stumbling 
blocks ahead of them. 

Getting into the foundation’s college 
prep program, known as Atollo, is not 
a walk in the park either. The students 
have to endure six weeks of training 
on the pillars of the program -- strong 
mind, competition, resiliency, account-
ability, sacrifice, and finishing strong. 
The training begins at 5:30 a.m. There 
are no acceptable excuses for being late. 
They come because they embrace the 
program’s mantra: “I AM MORE!” 
They certainly are, on so many levels. 
But, first and foremost, they are more 
than the stereotypes of inner-city youth 
that many people hold.

By the time these kids graduate from 
Atollo, they will have had access to 
the very tools usually reserved for the 
wealthiest among us: top-notch SAT 
preparation, individual tutoring, assis-
tance on the college application process, 

and mentoring from some of the ar-
ea’s brightest and most successful entre-
preneurs and businesspeople. They will 
also have walked the campuses of more 
than a dozen universities during sum-
mer college tours. As they walk across 
the quads of some of our nation’s best 
schools, these Atollo Scholars can see a 
changing future. They begin to believe.

Because my father serves on the board 
of directors for this foundation, I have 
had the privilege to meet many of the 
participants, some of whom attended 
my own high school. As I first learned 
their stories, I was struck by how differ-
ent our backgrounds were. But as time 
passed, I was more struck by how simi-
lar our hopes are. We all want meaning-
ful careers. We all wish to contribute to 
our communities. We all hope to make 
our families proud. At our core, we all 
believe that, given the right opportu-
nities and the right resources, we can 
achieve most anything we desire. Un-
fortunately, far too many low-income 
children are never afforded the same op-
portunities as their more affluent peers

I have been thinking a great deal 
about the growing gap between the 
haves and the have-nots. In fact, I am 
researching it for a class I am taking at 
the Mount. The social and economic 

ramifications of a divided society should 
alarm us all. The poor have lower life ex-
pectancies, less access to health care, and 
fewer opportunities to shape the politi-
cal process. More than at any time in re-
cent history, they have less opportunity 
to move out of the class into which they 
were born. That seems to go against the 
most American of ideals: upward mo-
bility and equal opportunity. Even Pres-
ident Obama has identified this as “the 
defining challenge of our time.”

Like the Atollo Scholars, we need 
to believe that we can be more: more 
compassionate and more committed 
to addressing the problems that leave 
too many with too little to succeed. 
The Christmas season provides an ide-
al occasion to give a helping hand to 
those who need one. Consider donat-
ing to the Children Deserve a Chance 
Foundation in Lancaster, PA. Or find 
the children who deserve a chance in 
your own community. Like Char-
lie Brown, see the potential in some-
one who just needs a little more love 
to thrive. Better yet, see the potential in 
yourself to be the change you want to 
see in your community.

To read other articles by Elizabeth visit the 
Authors section of Emmitsburg.net. 

anything, to know where his daddy is 
and wondering why he is not there on 
Christmas. She sighed, as she pulled into 
the driveway, not realizing it had start-
ed snowing. She sat it the car for a few 
moments, thinking about the look on 
her son’s face when he finds out his fa-
ther could not come home for Christ-
mas. She thought of what she would 
have to say: Well, daddy is far away, you 
see? He is protecting a lot of people. He 
loves you so much, darling, and he will 
come home, just not today. 

She blinked away the moisture gath-
ering in her eyes and stepped out of the 
car. She unbuckled her son, who was 
still out like a light. Adjusting the tis-
sue paper crown so it would not fall, she 
picked him up, carried him inside the 
house, and got him ready for bed. He 
woke up just enough to ask for a sto-
ry and she obliged him. He fell asleep 
sometime after the narrator’s eyes, full of 
wonder, saw the eight tiny reindeer. 

She finished the story and silently left 
his room. She started to head towards 
her room when the lights on the Christ-
mas tree distracted her, and she went to 
turn them off before going to bed. Then 
what before her wondering eyes should 
appear, but a deep green duffle bag un-
der the lowest boughs of the tree. A soft 
cough came from behind her and she 
turned to face the beatific smile and 
warm eyes that she missed so much. “I 
told you I’d be home for Christmas…”

Merry Christmas! It’s the time of year 
for family and friends to gather round 
the yule log and relish in each other’s 
company. It is also the season for peo-
ple to start looking outside of themselves 

to help other and to bring a bit more 
light into the world. Our troops, both 
at home and overseas, protect our coun-
try every day, sometimes at the cost of 
their own lives.

There are many foundations that 
help our troops and their families. 
Wounded Warriors, for instance, is an 
organization, founded in 2003, that 
helps to provide aid and encouragement 
to certain members of the service who 
have experienced physical or mental in-
juries, illness, or wounds. They are al-
ways looking for volunteers to help and 
donations.

The Red Cross is a well-known or-
ganization that works closely with Vet-
erans Administration (VA) and military 
hospitals nationwide. They provide re-
lief to service women and men across 
the country and those overseas. 

Despite the somewhat Hallmark 
ending to my story, the truth is, not ev-
eryone can come home for the holidays. 
Because of this, many foundations have 
taken it upon themselves to donate their 
time to writing Christmas cards or as-
sembling care-packages that provide 
a bit of home to soldiers that are so far 
away from theirs. Soldier’s Angels is one 
such organization. They send Christmas 
cards to soldiers overseas and aid to mil-
itary families through their “Adopt-a-
family” program, which allows people 
to sponsor a family to help them afford 
Christmas celebrations from a holi-
day dinner to presents for the children. 
Soldier’s Angels also bring assistance to 
homeless veterans in the community 
through their “No-Sew Blanket Drive” 
that provides warm blankets to veterans 
during these cold winter days.

I understand that this season is 
filled with worries. You have gifts to 
buy, trees to find, homes to decorate, 
in-laws to handle, and so many oth-
er things that need to be checked off 

your seemingly endless holiday to-do 
list. Nevertheless, I ask you to take the 
time to help those who have given so 
much for our safety and our coun-
try and those that will not be com-
ing home for Christmas. I am not 
asking you to ignore your “to-do” list 
and volunteer all your time or do-

nate hundreds of dollars. I am asking 
that you simply do what you can to 
help those who proudly serve (or have 
served) our country. Little is left to be 
say, except, maybe, Merry Christmas!

To read other articles by Sarah visit the Au-
thors section of Emmitsburg.net.

This month, as our writers head home for winter break to celebrate the holidays, we asked them to reflect 
on a holiday charity that is close to their hearts. We hope to ignite your desire to help your community with 
our unique community service experiences. 
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WORTHY CHARITIES

Junior Year

Senior Year

Christmas Charities 

Adopt a Family 

Leeanne Leary
MSM Class of 2017

Between the Salvation Army volun-
teers dressed as Santa Claus outside 

of stores, to the option to add a dollar 
to your total for charity inside the store, 
to the massive increase in soup kitch-
en volunteers and toy drives, the holi-
day season seems to bring out an unreal 
amount of opportunities to both volun-
teer and donate. So much so that it can 
actually become overwhelming at times. 

It is truly beautiful, but I think the rea-
son it can seem like so much is because 
of the stark contrast between the time of 
mid-November to late-December and 
the other 10 and a half months of the 
year.  It is natural, and we can see it all 
around us as spirits rise around the holi-
days.  Families are reunited, soldiers come 
home, employees get holiday leave and 
bonuses, and children’s moods general-
ly improve as they await Christmas and 
a break from school.  Naturally, people 
feel more inclined to give and a heavier 
weight of obligation during these times.  
It’s impossible to forget those who may 
not experience the same holiday joy, and 
it is clear how important the holidays are 
to us as a nation by the way we rally in 
hopes of sharing our holiday joy and priv-
ileges with everybody.  

I work at a store called Justice.  If you 
don’t know, it’s a clothing store aimed 

Katie Powell
MSM Class of 2016

As you may know, I am a divi-
sion I athlete. I am also the 

president of the Mount St. Mary’s 
University Student Athlete Advi-
sory Committee (SAAC), and last 
year, I was the Community Ser-
vice Committee Chair. As such, 
there are many demands placed on 
me time-wise, as well as physically, 
mentally, and financially. 

Many of the things we do as stu-
dent athletes are tiring and push us 
to our limits, but are very reward-
ing.  Early morning practices, class-
es all day followed by a second prac-
tice, games on the weekends, away 
trips that we must miss classes for; 
they all cause a great deal of stress, 
but also give us great rewards in the 
end. However, the most rewarding 
thing we do as student athletes has 
nothing to do with practices, games, 
personal records, wins, or even our 
sports at all. 

Community service, by far, gives 
us the greatest joy at the end of the 
day. It allows us to give back to the 
communities that have helped us 
grow in to the successful young 
people that we are. It is a chance for 
us to help others to also be the best 
people that they can be. 

We always do community service 
initiatives with our specific teams, 
but there are special occasions when 
we come together as “The Mount” 

at pre-teen girls; the new Limited Too.  
Every year at Christmastime we, along 
with hundreds of other stores, offer an 
option at the end of each transaction for 
the customer to add a dollar, five, or ten, 
that will go directly to St. Jude’s Chil-
dren’s hospital.  Some decline, but many 
participate and it is breathtaking to see 
the weekly and monthly totals of how 
much can be raised through this very 
simple question I ask each customer at 
the end of each transaction.  There is no 
volunteering in this method, there’s no 
extra work besides an extra three clicks 
on the screen; it is just the customers 
purely giving.

What is so fascinating to me about 
these holiday charities and opportuni-
ties is how much more willing people 
as a whole are to participate during this 
month and a half.  Don’t get me wrong, 
I don’t think it’s a bad thing.  Sure this 
spirit would be an incredible thing to 
see year round and so much good could 
come, if even half of these charities per-
sisted year round, but this is an entirely 
different kind of atmosphere.  What is 
incredible about the pure joy surround-
ing the holidays and the willingness to 
participate is how it radiates through-
out entire communities and how, for 
a month and a half, humanity can be 
viewed a little more positively.  

There’s so much going on in the 
world right now that I almost can’t ig-
nore it even in this short article.  We 
are just a short time out from the hor-

rific Paris attacks and in the midst of an 
absolute uproar and debate concerning 
Syrian Refugees being resettled in Amer-
ica.  This may seem like a strange con-
nection to make – the state of our world 
and Christmas charities – but I don’t 
know that it is as strange as it may seem.  

The joyful giving nature of our holi-
day season is something truly incredible 
and a phenomenon that sheds light on 
humanity each year.  I think this spirit 
and unification of people all around the 
world, but specifically in our country, is 
just what we need.  Now I’m not pro-
posing that our Christmas joy is the so-
lution to every problem.  I am, howev-
er, suggesting that maybe the unification 
of humanity and the giving, selfless, lov-
ing, nature of people during this time of 
year is what needs to be transferred and 
cross-applied to our everyday dealing 
with the tragedies in our world.  May-
be the Christmas charity we need to add 
to our list this year is applying the natu-
ral rejuvenation of our humanity to our 
current human situation. 

The giving and receiving we expe-
rience in this time is beautiful, as is the 
general atmosphere of joy and love.  
There has to be room, not only to direct 
that towards our favorite local charities, 
but also to feel it and remember it in all 
of our interactions.  We may not be able 
to do much individually, but there is a 
lot we can do as a whole.  We can add 
the extra dollar at the end of our trans-
action on Black Friday, we can drop our 
change in every donation can we see, 
we can give our time through volun-
teering with soup kitchens or shoveling. 
We can cause change on a large scale if 

we all keep this joy, gratitude, and giving 
nature in our everyday exchanges from 
speaking to our families to discussing 
and considering matters of the world.  

There truly is no better way to spend 
the season than capitalizing on our ab-
normally positive atmosphere and 
selves.  Although it is hard to forget 
when we are surrounded by it all, we 
should work hard to keep this in mind.  
Every opportunity to volunteer, every 
extra dollar, and every charity is anoth-
er chance to express to everyone around 
us how important it is to value the sea-
son and give back so that all can experi-
ence it in the similar ways. 

I may have gotten a little off-top-
ic as usual here.  My hope is that we all 
see how the holiday season brings out 

a beautiful side of humanity that may 
be somewhat dormant throughout the 
year.  This spirit shouldn’t only be en-
joyed, but should be spread in ways that 
may not be as obvious as the ringing bell 
and Santa Claus at the Wal-Mart en-
trance.  

We have a real opportunity to do 
more than add the extra dollar; we can 
implement every component of our re-
juvenated state into our everyday deal-
ings and considerations leading every 
interaction in a new direction.  Our 
Christmas Charities are the result of our 
Christmas spirit, and it’s incredible to see 
what this spirit can do. 
 
To read other articles by Leeanne visit the 
Authors section of Emmitsburg.net.

to make an even greater difference. 
For example, each year, SAAC hosts 
clothing and food drives for ath-
letes to donate, as teams we volun-
teer our time at soup kitchens and 
working with children, showing 
them the sport we love. The holiday 
season is one of our most involved 
times, and is also home to my fa-
vorite holiday charity we do, Adopt 
a Family.

Adopt a Family is a nation-wide 
and very well known charity that 
assigns families to groups or other 
families who want to take part, and 
that group buys the gifts that the 
family asks for. The student athlet-
ic advisory committee works close-
ly with a local church that puts a 
special twist on the classic Adopt a 
Family tradition. 

We assign each team to a different 
age group, and they donate those 
toys to the church. The families 
then get to come to the church and 
“shop” for the toys that they want 
for their kids. It allows the families 
to remain anonymous, but also al-
lows them to keep the job of getting 
the toys for their children. Last year, 
the swim team had the category of 
boys aged 6-8, and we were able to 
donate the most toys of the entire 
student athlete population. As a stu-
dent-athlete body, we were able to 
donate over $1000 worth of toys to 
local families in need. 

This year, as the holiday sea-
son yet again kicks off, we start-
ed our charity work with a cloth-
ing drive in October. Following 

that, we held a weeklong can drive 
before Thanksgiving to help strug-
gling families celebrate one of the 
most important family nights of 
the year, country-wide. Finally, we 
spread holiday cheer throughout 
the month of December by running 
the annual Adopt a Family toy drive 
with joy and passion in our hearts. 
We hope to exceed our donation 
totals from last year and put smiles 
on even more young faces when the 
time comes.

I know that the holidays mean a 
great deal to many people, in many 
different ways. However one of the 
greatest things to me about the hol-
iday season in general is the ability 
to tell our loved ones how we feel 
about them, and I think that is why 
I feel so strongly about our Adopt 
a Family adaptation here at the 
Mount. Community is one of our 
four pillars for several reasons. One 
of those reasons is that we are a fan-
tastic community in ourselves, help-
ing each other toward success. The 
other is that, as a whole, we reach 
out to those around us to further 
our nation. 

The magic in a child’s eyes when 
she opens a gift that you got her that 
says “from Santa Claus” is some-
thing that should never be taken 
away.  It may sound cliché, but chil-
dren are the future and deserve to 
grow in a loving and special envi-
ronment. I think that for parents, 
knowing that their children won’t 
have that must be devastating. I 
cannot help but put myself in their 
shoes and imagine how I would feel, 
and I would hope that in that case, 
someone would reach out and help 

me. I imagine that there is a great 
loss of dignity in not being able to 
provide for one’s family, and I like 
to believe that we can help give that 
back, even if it is only through our 
small donations. 

The holiday season is a time for 
giving, a time for love, and a time 
to spread cheer. This season, help 
spread those happy feelings to some-
one around you who is in need. 
There are people in our very neigh-
borhood that will be struggling this 
year to put food on the table, pro-
vide their families with warm cloth-

ing, or try to give their children a 
“normal” Christmas. However, they 
don’t have to be. 

This holiday season is the time 
to donate or volunteer with what-
ever charity it is that speaks to you. 
Whether it be through Adopt a 
Family, a soup kitchen, a canned 
food drive, or an old coat drive, 
there is a way for you to help change 
the way your community celebrate 
the holidays!
 
To read other articles by Katie visit the 
Authors section of Emmitsburg.net.

Emmitsburg’s Fire & Rescue Museum will once again serve as 
the local focal point for the popular U. S. Marine Corps Toys 

for Tots program. The Toys for Tots initiative collects new, un-
wrapped toys during each year and distributes them to chil-

dren that are less fortunate. The primary goal of Toys for Tots 
is to deliver a message of hope to the less fortunate and help to 
develop a desire to become a responsible, productive, patriotic 
citizen. A uniformed Marine will be present December 12 from 

noon to 5 at the museum to accept toys.
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FASHION

What to wear to the holiday party
Valerie McPhail       
MSM Class of 2015

The holiday season is upon us. This 
is a time of the year designed for ex-

travagance, classic joy and celebration. It 
is as season meant for ice-skating with 
friends, enjoying hot chocolate after go-
ing to see a film in theaters (all the Oscar-
nominated films are starting to premiere) 
and then rushing to travel home, just in 
time for Christmas. 

In every event there is little care for 
what outfit to wear: the focus is staying 
warm with the company you share. One 
keeps merry and bright under three lay-
ers of clothing, wrapped in check-print-
ed scarves that match your pair of gloves 
and fuzzy earmuffs. Part of the fun might 
even be the chase for keeping cozy. Sweat-
ers and down jackets layered over ther-
mal vests and turtlenecks are typical ways 
to keep toasty in this season’s unpredict-
able weather. 

Without a care for fashion or trends, 
the thought of what to wear to a holi-
day party can hit you like a snowball. It 
is short-coming, unexpected, and a sur-
prise to say the least. There are too many 
stressors at the sake of the jolliness of this 
season, so worry not; your holiday ward-
robe is covered. 

The following are the fashionable piec-
es that will not only get you dressed up 
for a holiday party, but will put you in the 
spirit to celebrate as well:

For the life of the party:
Women’s fashion is concerned with op-
tions. This gives ready-to-wear and cou-
ture fashion its appeal: there is an inter-

est in the trendy styles of the moment. 
For the 2015 Holiday Season, embrace 
pieces that will bring attention. Glittery 
dresses, embellished accessories and ba-
roque prints won’t hide when layered un-
derneath the season’s coat. These are the 
items that will let your personality sparkle 
and shine at any party. 

Glitter and Sparkles 
For the perfect party dress, view the dec-
orated holiday windows along 5th Av-
enue. The festive windows gush with 
inspiration. This year clothing and ac-
cessories are sparkling in sequins and di-
amonds. Bergdorf & Goodman’s Hol-
iday window display this year showcase 
this trend. The Fifth Avenue windows are 
decorated with Swarovski crystals. Glit-
tery dresses, accessories, shoes and pants 
are all ways to wear some sparkle when 
celebrating this holiday season. 

To experiment with this trend, be-
gin with accessories. Shoes, small clutch 
handbags and embellishments on shirts 
and dresses are simple ways to start. Such 
types of decorations bring cheer to an 
outfit. The sight of sparkle on clothes pro-
motes celebration. When picking an out-
fit for New Years, consider adding some 
sparkle and shine; I know I will. What is 
more fun wearing clothes that vitalize cel-
ebration? 

Faux (fake) fur
We have officially reached the season of 
warm, furry fashion. The faux fur coat is 
the first sight of a fashionable outfit this 
2015 Fall/Winter season. Browse the 
many options of shopping this trend — 
whether it be a stole, vest or full coat. The 

styles and colors are plentiful! This trend 
speaks fashion. 

Fur outerwear elevates the appearance 
of an ordinary coat or vest.  My thoughts 
on this trend are inseparable from the 
thought of my twin sister’s obsession over 
her vintage find. She discovered her coat 
in a local pawnshop in her college town. 
The rust brown coat has reinvented the 
cool within the aged sophisticated staples. 
This season, the fur coat marks a fashion-
able personality. Following the likeness 
of the Fall 2015 from Altuazarra, Rachel 
Comey and Thakoon, those who wear 
the fur coat are trendy. This piece makes a 
statement: it evokes glamour and expects 
attention. 

Baroque prints
With a 1600s European reference, 
this print shows that fashion and good 
style may come from an image of the 
past. Although not remotely outdated, 
there is a sophistication of its nature. 
Valentino is a brand that best repre-
sents the vision of this print. Lead de-
signer, Maria Grazia Chiuri has com-
municated a romance through the art 
of design. Paired with lace and long 
gown silhouettes, baroque is the final 
element that carries the brand’s femi-
nine perspective. 

Valentino has proven a strong treat-
ment of this print: the subdued tone and 
bold prints presents the strength of deli-
cate eveningwear.  Wear a baroque print 
on a special night: it is best experienced in 
gowns that show off its artistic print. In 
such settings, break out a baroque print-
ed dress to make a statement:  old fashion 
glamour is never going out of style.

For a suave look:  
It is a very exciting time in the menswear 
industry. Designers are taking risks by el-
evating the appearance of the basic items 
that navigate its business. Take this holi-
day season to be adventurous and cheer 
to the advancements of style!

Printed sweaters
The Ugly Christmas sweater is much ap-
preciated. It is a phenomenon developed 
among teenagers who fashion the vin-
tage sweaters they scouted at thrift stores. 
In the last few years, the unfashionable 
item has become a trend and it is now a 
uniform to holiday looks. However, if a 
gingerbread man or comical Christmas 
phrases on your clothing deem too much 
of a bold move to wear, opt for a print-
ed sweater. 

Offered in a variety of colors and prints 
— Aztec, stripes and snowflakes — this 
is the opportunity to easily shop and test 
the trend out for yourself. Nautica and 

the Gap are retailers of such trend spot-
ters. Essentially they are modernizing the 
traditional childhood attire. The printed 
sweater shows off some personality; it is 
expressive, blatantly communicating a 
perspective of fashion not taken too seri-
ously.  Shop this style when you want to 
be the life of the party; you will be sure to 
strike up conversation without concern. 

Jeans 
Denim will always be an item of style. 
My jeans are a piece of my wardrobe that 
I cannot live without. It is an item I wear 
almost every day from fall through the 
winter season. As I reconsider my previ-
ous holiday attire, denim remains a staple. 

Furthermore, it seems my appre-
ciation is compatible to the interest of 
jeans for men. Brands such as H&M 
and Baldwin worked with their denim 
throughout their fall and winter 2015 
collections. Their incorporation of denim 
has not gone unnoticed. With the popu-
larity of denim brands — including 34 
Heritage, Levi and J Brand — fashion 
has invested in denim. But for a good rea-
son, denim is a foundation piece.  I per-
sonally am a denim fanatic, a jean queen 
because I appreciate the practicality of its 
design. Wear denim from day to night, 
dress it up and down: it remains an in-
tegral part of my wardrobe. Its function-
ality is even better with comfort. I invest 
in jeans that are comfortable; I purchase 
jeans I feel good wearing. In the journey 
for personal style, fashion’s craze over den-
im rests in its nature of effortless comfort. 
This holiday season, denim is a fashion 
that insinuates jolly. Its comfort is the key. 

 Velvet blazer
The Velvet jacket accents an outfit. The 
jacket is a popular piece of the holiday 
season. Whether it be the jean jacket, 
full length overcoat or the velvet blazer, 
the jacket is the menswear piece of the 
season. The velvet blazer will jazz up any 
outfit. Wear this piece knowing that this 
look is suave. It has the power to com-
plement a night out. For a simple way 
to break out this sophisticated item, 
take inspiration from Guess’s fall/winter 
2015 collection. The outfits on the men 
who modeled the velvet blazer in the ad 
campaign looked cool as midnight, go-
ing to show that the velvet blazers ele-
vates the typical jacket. 

Do not be concerned with holiday at-
tire this Christmas. Rather, take inspira-
tion from these uniform pieces so that 
you can focus on the joy of season. When 
it comes to celebrating, fashion can help 
play the part only as long as comfort leads 
the night. Have fun with fashion this hol-
iday season! 

Baroque featured in Valentino’s Fall 2015 Ad Campaign



DECEMBER 2015  |  EMMITSBURG NEWS-JOURNAL  |  37

CREATIVE WRITING

Scatter out your crumbs
Lydia Olsen
MSM Class of 2016

Amidst the freezing sleet and snow,
The timid robin comes;
In pity drive him not away,
But scatter out your crumbs.

Lewis stepped outside and 
breathed in the frigid air. He 

hadn’t been out since the morning, 
and was surprised to see how the 
snow had accumulated on the roofs 
of the cars that overflowed from the 
parking lot. “Great,” he thought to 
himself as he sighed with frustration, 
“can’t wait to get home and have to 
shovel for hours.” 

Lewis kicked the snow around 
under his black boots until he could 
see the sidewalk beneath. It was 
December 23rd. Two days before 
Christmas. 

“And this is the way I am spend-
ing it,” he grunted to himself, bitter-
ly. By now it was nearly dinnertime 
and his stomach grumbled impa-
tiently. He had been working all day 
long at the mall. Of course, it was 
extra busy today so he had bare-
ly gotten to have lunch. Even worse 
was that by the time he was able to 
take his break, the diner with the 
coffee he liked had closed. So there 
he was, hungry and un-caffeinated 
with a quickly decreasing tolerance 
for nonsense.

It got old pretty quick. Just sitting 
there and waiting for the next child 
to come and sit on your lap. Then 
having your picture taken and try-
ing to act jollier than you actually 
are. And then, of course, the dread-
ed fear of blinking during the flash 
of the camera, which required you 
to have to wait even longer for an-
other picture. In theory, it sounded 
fun but it turned into more of a task 
than a moment of happiness with 
each passing family.

He didn’t even want this job. He 
was perfectly content sitting at home 
in his recliner, watching mindless 
TV for hours. Unfortunately his 
wife, Ruth, had gotten ahold of a 
newspaper ad looking for individu-
als to act as Santa Claus in a holiday 
exhibit at the mall. She encouraged 
him to the point where he couldn’t 
exactly decline.  So there he was, 
working every day as a Santa Claus 
for minimum wage. At least it had 
gotten Ruth to let up about keeping 
him on a diet. And even better than 
that, he had been getting away with 
not having to trim his beard. That 
aside, he wasn’t exactly seeing the 
point to it all. 

“Why, why, why??” he thought to 
himself as he put the red hat onto 
his head again and walked back in-
side. His five-minute break was over 
and he was trying his best to channel 
his inner “jolly” side but was having 
a difficult time finding it.

And leave your door upon the latch
For whosoever comes;
The poorer they, more welcome give,
And scatter out your crumbs.

He walked through the sliding 

doors and turned left at the corner. 
It didn’t take long before he heard 
his pseudo-name being called. “Ho, 
Ho, Ho,” he chuckled in his best im-
personation. He walked towards the 
“North Pole,” passed through the 
candy-cane gates and climbed up 
the stairs covered in fake snow and 
glitter to his chair. He plopped down 
onto the red pillow and straightened 
his suit as he took another moment 
to mentally prepare himself for the 
last few hours of the night.

At the edge of the gate stood San-
ta’s “elves.” In reality, they were just a 
bunch of high school students trying 
to earn a bit of extra money for the 
holiday season. 

“Oh to be young again,” Lew-
is thought to himself as he watched 
them interacting with the children. 
The teenagers seemed to have as 
much, if not more, energy than the 
children themselves. “But they are 
all corrupted generations anyways,” 
he sighed as he watched the babies in 
their strollers playing on iPads.

“You ready, Santa?” said an ap-
proaching voice. Lewis looked up 
from putting on his gloves to see a 
young lady named Kate standing in 
front of him. Kate was a senior in 
high school and had been working 
as an elf every holiday season for the 
past four years. She always seemed so 
full of light and genuinely happy. 

“Doing my best to hang in there,” 
Lewis replied with a grunt and a sigh. 
“Well, I know sometimes I need a 
little bit of liquid motivation and I 
thought maybe you could use some 
too,” Kate said as she held out a cup 
of coffee towards Lewis. “I wasn’t 
sure if you took it with cream and 
sugar so I figured black would be the 
safest bet. I hope that’s alright,” Kate 
said, with a hesitant smile.

Lewis was taken aback. This was 
the last thing he was expecting. Nev-
er being the best at expressing his 
gratitude, he held out his hand, took 
the coffee and thanked her politely. 
He sat in his chair and took a sip. He 
was beside himself at Kate’s selfless-
ness and thoughtfulness. “Just may-
be,” Lewis pondered, “Maybe they 
aren’t all corrupted.”

 
All have to spare, none are too poor,
When want with winter comes;
The loaf is never all your own, 
Then scatter out the crumbs.

The children came and sat upon 
his lap. Some nervous with tears, 
some giddy with joy. “Ho, Ho, Ho,” 
and “What are you asking Santa for 
this year?” Lewis said without even 
thinking. He was used to the typi-
cal responses these days. Maybe an 
iPad or some video game, maybe 
some Legos. The occasional child 
was super ambitious, maybe asking 
for a pony or a puppy. There were 
also practical children, asking for 
new reading books or colored pen-
cils. And then there was the hand-
ful that stuck in your mind forever.

He walked up alone as his moth-
er waited by the gates with a sleeping 
baby in a stroller. Quietly and calmly 
he sat on Lewis’ lap. “Hi Santa, my 

name is Patrick,” the little boy said 
shyly. 

“Well hello there, Patrick. What 
are you asking Santa for this year?” 
Lewis replied. Patrick looked at him 
with his soft brown eyes and began 
speaking with wisdom beyond his 
years, 

“Santa, I’ve been waiting a long 
time to see you. Mom didn’t want 
to wait because my baby sister is get-
ting hungry but I just had to talk 
to you before Christmas. You see, I 
didn’t get a chance to send you a let-
ter this year because I couldn’t fig-
ure out what I wanted to ask for. I’ve 
thought about it and thought about 
it and last night, when I was going 
to bed, I finally decided. I know this 
may sound silly to you, but what I 
really wish for this Christmas is a 
pair of pajamas to wear to bed. Mine 
have grown too small now and have 
gotten too many holes. They don’t 
keep the warmth in anymore and 
sometimes I shiver and it wakes my 
baby sister.”

Lewis looked at the boy and was 
filled with compassion. His request 
was so well thought out and evident 
of his family’s challenges that Lew-
is felt moved with mercy, though 
he could not break character. “Well, 
Patrick, I am sure that you have been 
a very good boy this year and I think 
your wish is something that Santa is 
going to be able to fulfill.” 

Patrick wrapped his arms around 
Lewis’ neck and thanked him sweetly 
before heading back to the gate and 
meeting his mother. They walked off 
together towards the exit. Lewis fin-
ished out the evening. Seeing dozens 
of children and hearing their Christ-
mas wishes but none stuck in his 
mind the way that Patrick did. 

“Lord,” he prayed, “Please give 
me a chance to make this boy’s wish 
come true.”

By the time the night had end-
ed, Lewis was exhausted—even with 
the cup of coffee Kate had bought 
him. He helped clean up and then 
changed back into his normal cloth-
ing. He walked out into the parking 
lot. The snow was still falling slowly 
and softly. He shuffled to his car, be-
ing careful not to slip. In the process, 
he heard voices coming from anoth-
er car in the parking lot and looked 
over to see the little boy, Patrick and 
his mother and sister. 

Lewis approached them tenderly. 
“Excuse me, do you need help with 
something?” Lewis asked politely. “I, 
uh, yeah, I can’t seem to get my car 
to start. I’m not sure what’s wrong. 
It may just need to be jumped,” the 
woman replied, startled but recep-
tive.  

“Let me help you with that,” Lew-
is mentioned as he went to get his 
car. He pulled up in front of her and 
opened both of the hoods to their 
cars and then connected the wires 
here and there. Soon enough, the car 
was running once again. The wom-
an thanked him sweetly as the chil-
dren slept in the back seat. She got 
into her car ready to leave.

“Um, I’m sorry, excuse me, miss?” 
Lewis said. “Would it be possible for 

you to wait here for just a few min-
utes? I have something I want to give 
you.” 

Lewis didn’t even wait for a re-
ply. He was off, rushing back inside 
the mall and going into the first de-
partment store he could find realiz-
ing this was the opportunity he had 
asked for. He grabbed a few pairs 
of fleece pajamas in multiple siz-
es, some for Patrick and some for 
his sister. He went to the check out 
line and grabbed a gift card, paid, 
and then headed back out into the 
parking lot. Much to his surprise, 
the woman had waited. Lewis ap-
proached the car again with a bag 
full of pajamas and with the gift card 
in hand. 

He leaned forward and whispered 
as to not wake the children, “Please 
tell them these are from Santa. There 
are pajamas for them to grown into 
as well.” Tears filled the woman’s 
eyes as she took Lewis’ hands in hers. 
“You have made their Christmas 
dreams come true,” she said with a 
soft smile.

They drove off and Lewis watched 
them fade into the snowy distance. 
He reached into his pocket and pulled 
out his cellphone, dialing his house’s 
phone number. Ruth answered. 

“Ruth,” Lewis said, “I need you 
to get ready. I will be coming home 
soon and I will need your assistance. 
Can you please print out a list of all 

of the assistance shelters, orphanag-
es, and transitional homes within 
the area? I think there is a need for 
cozy pajamas.”

Lewis went back inside and 
cleared out sections of pajamas in all 
sizes across the department store. He 
swung by his house and picked up 
Ruth. They spent the rest of the eve-
ning traveling to various locations 
and passing out pajamas to men, 
women, and children.

When morning came, Lewis was 
off to work again. When he en-
tered the mall, he was already in 
his Santa attire and carrying box-
es of hot chocolate, coffee, donuts, 
and bagels. 

Kate approached him with a smile 
across her face. “Mr. Lewis” she said 
“what finally got you into the hol-
iday spirit?” He looked up at her, 
filled with his own sense of jolliness. 
“It took me sometime but I learned 
from others that the holidays are 
about compassion and ultimately, 
about scatting your crumbs.” 

 
Soon winter falls upon your life, 
The day of reckoning comes:
Against your sins, by high decree, 
Are weighed those scattered crumbs.
-Alfred Crowquill 

To read past articles by Lydia Olsen 
visit the Authors’ section of Emmits-
burg.net.
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Jingles the Elf

Smoke on the Mountain

The Way Off Broadway Din-
ner Theatre, the Frederick 

area’s only year-round produc-
ing theatre, will add a new holi-
day production to its Children’s 
Theatre collection this year 
with the premiere of the musi-
cal comedy The Great Elf Ad-
venture. Over the years, many 
adaptations of holiday stories 
have appeared on the WOB 
stage including Mr. Willow-
by’s Christmas Tree, Frosty the 
Snowman, ‘Twas the Night Be-
fore Christmas, and Clara and 
the Nutcracker Prince. The 
Great Elf Adventure is a brand 
new, entirely original produc-
tion based on one of the most 
popular characters to appear at 
the theatre, Jingles the Elf.

For thirteen year, the most pop-
ular annual event at Way Off 

Broadway has been Breakfast with 
Santa (and Mrs. Claus). For thir-
teen years, Jingles the Elf has al-
ways made an appearance becom-
ing an audience favorite. For the 
2015 Christmas season, the the-
atre’s producers decided it was fi-
nally time for Jingles to have a 
show all of his own.

In The Great Elf Adventure, 
when the mischievous Jingles the 
Elf misses his sleigh ride back to 
the North Pole on Christmas Eve, 
he finds himself stranded and 
looking for a way home. Along 
the way, he meets characters that 
neither he, nor the audience, will 
ever forget in this hilarious holi-
day MIS-adventure.

“Year after year, people call and 
ask if Jingles will be at Breakfast 
with Santa,” says Justin M. Kiska, 
the theatre’s President and Man-

aging Director, and the creator of 
The Great Elf Adventure. “He has 
become a holiday staple here at 
Way Off Broadway. Last year, we 
decided to write an entire show 
based on Jingles and the trouble 
he gets into.”

The Great Elf Advenutre runs 
from November 21st – December 
27th, with performances ever Satur-
day afternoon and the 2nd and 4th 
Sunday of each month. Doors open 
each day at 11:30 a.m. for lunch 
with the show beginning at 12:30 
p.m. All tickets are $17 per person 
and include lunch and the show.

For additional information about 
any of Way Off Broadway’s produc-
tions or events, visit www.wayoff-
broadway.com. To purchase tickets, 
contact the theatre’s Box Office at 
301.662.6600.

Kelli Donaghue 
Thurmont Thespians

Some sequels really are as good 
as the first, and this is one of 

them.  Well, we surely hope you 
agree!  The entire cast of Smoke 
on the Mountain, performed in 
April 2014 by the Thurmont 
Thespians, has come togeth-
er to perform it’s sequel, The 
Sanders Family Christmas, writ-
ten by Connie Ray & conceived 
by Alan Bailey.  Please pass the 
word all around the town as we 
prepare to do something that 
hasn’t been done in a while -- 
perform the show in the sanctu-
ary of St. John’s Evangelical Lu-
theran Church, 15 N. Church 
St., Thurmont.  

The Thurmont Thespians have 
been using the American Legion 
Auditorium, on Park Lane, for 
their main stage productions 
for many years now.  The earli-
est shows, however, were done in 
the church where they practice, 
as Thurmont Thespians is an 
outreach ministry of St. John’s.  
“ It just makes sense to give it a 
whirl and hold this show in the 
church.  We don’t have to build 
sets, change sets, and best of all, 
we don’t have to tear down sets 
when it closes.”  “Thurmont 
Thespians, has been my church 
since 2007 when I happened 
upon their NUNSENSE audi-
tion and was cast as Sr. Robert 
Anne”, says Kelli Donaghue, the 
show’s director.  “When many 
decisions in life can be tough, 
this was not.  Let’s hold it in the 
church.”  The cast had been ask-
ing Kelli on a very, VERY regular 
basis, as to when they could do 
another “Smoke” show. 

 Donaghue met with friend 
and mentor Beth Royer Wat-
son, President & Founder of TT, 
as she does quite routinely. At 
the end of August, an email was 
sent to “the SMOKERS” about 

all their questioning.   At the 
end of September, the meeting 
was held, wherein Marrie Sand-
ers was signed on as Co-Direc-
tor. Practices have been running 
rather smoothly ever since Octo-
ber 1.

The doors of St. John’s Lu-
theran swing wide on open hing-
es, just like those at Mt. Pleas-
ant Baptist, just west of Hickory, 
NC where this story takes place.  
Pastor Oglethorpe has invited 
the Sanders family to his church 
hoping to bring his tiny congre-
gation a bit into the “modern 
world”.  Mt. Pleasant’s principal 
industries are farming and pick-
le production ---everyone and ev-
erything smell of vinegar and dill.  

 We will entertain the congrega-
tion with some simple & simply 
great, toe-tapping, foot stomping 
bluegrass/gospel mix of music.  
We tell the story of The Sander 
Family Singers as they meet with 
their friend, Pastor Oglethorpe 
on Christmas Eve, 1941, just 
eighteen days after Pearl Harbor 
& FDR’s declaration of the war.  
The Sanders family has been giv-
en two gifts - music & witness.   
According to some, they like to 
talk -- a lot!  And, just like now, 
with wartime issues at hand, 
Christmastime has the ability to 
bring kinfolk together.  

The shows will be held the first 
2 weekends in December; De-
cember 4, 5, 6 & December 11, 
12, 13.   Friday & Saturday eve-
ning shows will be at 7:30pm & 
Sunday shows will be matinees at 
2pm.

 Season ticket holders will be 
gifted this show with their mem-
bership and will have first choice 
of seating.  All other tickets are 
only $15 each and are gener-
al seating. No reservations tak-
en and cash/check payment only 
please.  In all the hustle and bus-
tle of the holiday season, we hope 
that you can take a bit of time 
to join us, sit back, relax and en-
joy a good-old fashioned sing-
fest.  We think you’ll be tickled 
& “pickled” that you did.

Cast of Smoke on the Mountian - (standing from left to right) Norm Gibat, Joshua Flanick, 
Anne Perry, Steve Hess, Annabelle Perry, (seated from left to right) Kathy Jenkins, Travis 

Sanders, Harriette Matthews. Missing from our picture is Lori Hockley.
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Christmas inspiration
Jack Williams
MSM Class of 2017

What a month! This past 
November did not have 

a week without a local art-relat-
ed activity. This speaks to how 
much our community values the 
importance of art, and creative 
expression. I certainly did not 
expect this commitment when I 
first took this job; but from talk-
ing with some of you, and hear-
ing your impetus for engaging 
in captivating art, I feel incredi-
bly grateful for this opportunity. 
Gratitude is a hallmark emotion 
of the Christmas season, as well 
as feelings of inspiration. 

This month, I would like to 
try something different. There 
are even more local art events 
which celebrate the spirit of the 
season, and I will give you all the 
background information needed 
for each one. But I would also 
like to give attention to events 
that are not art-related. Why? 
Even in these types of events, we 
can find the inspiration needed 
to create our own artwork, or re-
invigorate the occasionally banal 
moments of our everyday lives. 
Whether you are an artist, or an 
everyday go-getter looking for 
local Christmas events for your 
own entertainment, this article 
is for you.

It would be unfair, however, if I 
did not congratulate the success-
es of the groups I spoke about last 
month. The Thurmont Thespi-
ans put on a widely loved rendi-
tion of God’s Favorite, and I am 
grateful it was received so warm-
ly. The Thespians put an incred-
ible amount of effort into this 
show. They have an upcoming 
Christmas special as well! I will 
offer more details on that in the 
later part of the article.

The Mount St. Mary’s Fall 
Showcase was also a huge hit, 
with university and non-univer-
sity crowds alike. The three part 
event featured a night of grand 
opera, a wind ensemble concert, 
and the stage show, Too Much 
Light Makes the Baby Go Blind. 
If you would like a more in-depth 
look into this showcase, feel free 
to read my coverage of the event 
on the Emmitsburg Arts Scene 
website. You can find the URL at 
the end of the article.

For those of you looking for 
some art-related events to get 
into the Christmas spirit, there 
is no better place to start than 
A Christmas Carol. A Christ-
mas Carol is arguably the go-to 
Christmas tale, the go-to Christ-
mas work of art. There are oth-
er great ones, of course, but this 
is the Christmas story against 
which all others are compared. 
I read a commentary on Charles 
Dickens back at my old college, 
and I remember two interesting 
tidbits about A Christmas Carol 
that might interest you.  

The first was that this story was 
written incredibly quickly, by the 

standards of other classical novels 
and novellas. For context, Vladi-
mir Nabokov’s Lolita, one of the 
most beautifully written books I 
have read, took him five years to 
create. But A Christmas Carol? 
Only two months. Dickens be-
gan working on the manuscript 
in October, finished it in late No-
vember, and published it a week 
before Christmas. And speaking 
of publishing, Dickens received 
no financial help from his any of 
his publishers. They were skepti-
cal of investing in this book, so 
Dickens wrote, edited and pub-
lished A Christmas Carol all on 
his own.

If you’re interested in seeing 
A Christmas Carol during this 
month, apart from the 1951 
Scrooge (which is the best film 
adaptation of the story), I would 
highly recommend heading to 
the Majestic Theatre in Get-
tysburg. The Totem Pole Play-
house, the group responsible for 
this year’s showing, has been per-
forming A Christmas Carol since 
1987. They returned from hiatus 
last year, putting on a remarkable 
display of acting skill and dra-
matic tension. You can expect an 
absolutely excellent performance 
from this group. 

There will be shows every day 
between December 10 and De-
cember 20. On the weekdays, 
and on Sundays, there is one 
showing at 2:00 p.m. On the Fri-
days and Saturdays between these 
dates, shows begin at 8 p.m. And 
on Saturday, December 19, there 
will be two showings, one at 2 
p.m. and 8 p.m. respectively. 

If you are looking for a dif-
ferent play besides A Christmas 
Carol, head on over to St. John’s 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
Thurmont for the Sanders Fam-
ily Christmas special, put on by 
the Thurmont Thespians. This 
play is a follow-up from the pop-

ular play Smoke on the Moun-
tain, and what you will find in 
this one is a play which incorpo-
rates Southern Gospel Christmas 
songs. I have not seen this play 
myself, but knowing the Thespi-
ans, you can expect this play to be 
worth your time.

The Thespians will be showing 
this exhibition during the first 
two weekends of December, the 
dates being the 4-6th and the 11-
13th. Showtimes are 7:30 p.m. 
on Friday and Saturday, and 2 
p.m. on Sunday. 

St. John’s Church, additional-
ly, has a harp concert, open to all, 
scheduled on Sunday December 
20. Expect to hear some fantas-
tic Christmas music performed 
by harpists Sally Lay and Eliza-
beth Allen. Best of all, it’s free for 
everyone. To those of you who 
don’t know, St. John’s Lutheran 
Church is located at 8619 Blacks 
Mills Road in Thurmont.

Another concert locally avail-
able is the Maryland Symphony 
Orchestra’s “Home for the Holi-
days” event. Music director Eliz-
abeth Schulze will be leading the 
orchestra, and welcoming spe-
cial guests Candice Mowbray on 
guitar, the vocalist Raychel Har-
vey-Jones, Hagerstown Choral 
Arts and the Williamsport High 
School Choir for an evening of 
wonderful symphonies and mu-
sic applicable to all. If you would 
like to attend this event, expect 
such highlights as White Christ-
mas, It’s the Most Wonderful 
Time of the Year, Gloria, and 
What Child is This. This event 
will take place on Saturday, De-
cember 12 at 7 p.m., and Decem-
ber 13 at 3 p.m., both of which 
will be held 30 West Washington 
Street in Hagerstown.

There are other Christmas 
events which could offer you all 
some much needed inspiration 
this time of year. Sticking with 

Thurmont for a moment, there 
is a whole Christmas extravagan-
za scheduled for Saturday, De-
cember 5 starting at 10 a.m. This 
is a fantastic event for the whole 
family; Santa will be stopping by, 
so make sure your children have 
their wish lists ready! This entire 
day has just about every single 
thing you would associate with 
a small town Christmas celebra-
tion: Santa, caroling, grand priz-
es, hot cider and cookies, and tree 
lightings. ESP Performing Com-
pany, located out of Thurmont, 
will also be putting on a show for 
attendees. It is a great way to cel-
ebrate with the community, and 
support local businesses who help 
put on the event.

The highlight for all the kids 
of all ages in Emmitsburg is the 
27th Annual Evening of Christ-
mas Spirit.  Lighting on the town 
Christmas Tree takes place on the 
Square at 6 pm followed 2 hours 
of Christmas music, complemen-
tary food, hayrides and a live na-
tivity at the Carriage House Inn.

If you are looking to mix up 
your regular routine around this 
time of year, why not stop by The 
Monterey Pass Battlefield Park & 
Museum in Waynesboro? They 
will be celebrating the season in 
an interesting, educational, fami-
ly friendly way. Take your children 
to an educational Christmas cele-
bration, activities of which include 
children’s craft corner, Christmas 
storytelling, Victorian Era Christ-
mas music, refreshments, and the 
history of Santa Claus. The whole 
museum will be decorated in the 
Victorian Era fashion of Christ-
mas. Best of all, the event is free 
and open to the public!

I hope that this variety of op-
tions to celebrate the Christmas 
season will help instill the feel-
ings of inspiration and grati-
tude that this day brings. Merry 
Christmas everyone!

To read other articles by Jack Wil-
liams visit the Authors section of 
Emmitsburg.net, or emmitsbur-
gartscene.wordpress.com. 
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Catoctin women’s soccer
Michael Donahue

It may not feel like it yet, however the 
fall has  come to an end. Sadly, with 

a quick end to the season, both the la-
dies’ and the men’s soccer teams went 
down in the first round of the play-
offs. The Lady Cougars traveled down 
route 140 to North Carroll for what 
could be described as a revenge game. 

Earlier in the season, North Car-
roll had made a two goal comeback to 
tie the game before scoring on a last-
second penalty kick to steal the game 
from the Cougars, just seconds before 
the match ended. Now, with a chance 
for redemption, Catoctin took on the 
opportunity with their heads held 
high. However, on a fairly warm night 
for November, the Cougars struggled. 
They could not push the pace down 
the wings and North Carroll was able 
to strike on the counter attacks. The 
Lady Cougars were not able to gen-
erate enough for a win. Taylor Crum 
was the main striker and was try-
ing her heart out. Every time the ball 
passed midfield, she was on attack. 
However, the offense could only mus-
ter one goal when Kristen Fox scored. 
The Lady Cougars fell short 3-1.  

Looking at the season as a whole, 
the Cougars were able to accomplish a 

few of their goals. While they fell short 
of a 500% record, they were extreme-
ly close in a few matchups. The Oak-
dale game was a match in particular 
where the Cougars played extremely 
well against a 3A school. While they 
did not get the result they may have 
hoped for, the Cougars learned from 
this game and showed their new-
found knowledge throughout the re-
mained of the season. It will also con-
tinue to show next year when these 
women continue grow as a team.

The same holds true with the men. 
While one may look just at their win-
less record and judge them, I would 
ask they understand the facts first. 
Catoctin this season was extremely 
young. They had a sophomore cap-
tain and a few freshman or first year 
players on the varsity roster. Obvi-
ously, this formula is going to bring 
a few growing pains. If this team can 
stay together, it has the potential to be 
great a few years down the line. Cur-
rently, the goal was and still should be 
growth. Every practice and match has 
a lesson. Learn from them and grow 
as a team, a unit. We will see Catoc-
tin as a fitter and stronger team on the 
pitch next year.                    

Now, it is time to look ahead to 
the winter. Both the women and the 

men will be headed from the pitch to 
the court for the winter season. The 
women will look to grow this season 
after an impressive year which was cut 
short with a first round playoff exit. In 
an interview with Amy Entwistle, the 
coach for the Catoctin Lady Cougars, 
she spoke highly of her team. She has 
aspirations of “shocking the coun-
ty” and building on last year’s suc-
cess. However, the Lady Cougars un-
derstand Rome was not built in a day 
and they recognize their first step is to 
build through practice. 

“Our practices are intense and we 
expect hard work,” said Entwistle 
while she talked about her admiration 
for her team. “The first few weeks are 
great; I love them. It is a time to go 
back to the basics and fundamentals. 
Every girl is working for their spot 
on the team.” Catoctin has tremen-
dous depth this season in each posi-
tion on the floor. There is a possibil-
ity the starting five will change with 
every start. 

This year will also be one of the few 
times where the Cougars will be able 
to play two true forwards with height. 
This height will add to their half-
court offense when the Cougars need 
to slow the game down. Current-
ly, the game plan for the Lady Cou-
gars is to push the pace on offense and 
have an attitude on defense. Entwis-
tle spoke of her game plan “we want 
to play tenacious defense. We are go-
ing to put our hands in their pockets 
and force turnovers.” From there, the 
Lady Cougars hope to score quickly 
on the break. On offense, they want 
the easy points in transition. 

On the floor for 
the Cougars, Han-
nah Gray, a 5’10 se-
nior, will look to 
continue her dom-
inance in the paint. 
Last season, Gray 
was a huge compo-
nent to the Cou-
gars inside offense. 
Most games, she led 
the team in scoring 
as well as rebounds. 
This coming year, 
she will be able to 
open up more offen-
sively with the help 
of a few quick guards 
and fresh height be-
sides her in the paint. 

One guard, Taylor Crum, the same 
woman who played so well for the 
women’s soccer team, will hopefully 
bring her speed and offensive prowess 
from the pitch to the court. While the 
Cougars do not have a true starting 
five set for the season at the time of 
print, one thing is for sure. The Lady 
Cougars will be putting their hardest 
working and most tenacious players 
on the floor for the tip-off.      

The first month, as well as the en-
tire season, will be a tough one for the 
Cougars because they have moved to 
the CMC (Central Maryland Coun-
ty). They open against Williamsport, 
a team who had their number last sea-
son and the opponent who eliminat-
ed the Cougars from the playoffs, as 
well as two 3A teams. Boonsboro, 
who beat the Cougars 45-44 when 
a buzzer beater failed to fall for the 

Cougars, is also an opponent.  
“As a coach, this is great,” continued 

Amy Entwistle, “each game is a chance 
to test ourselves.” However, Catoctin 
still needs your encouragement. Come 
out and support the team. The Lady 
Cougars open their season against 
Williamsport on December 8 and 
play Linganore on the 11 and Boons-
boro on the 22. 

The men will be looking to grow 
from last year. They struggled through-
out the season and things will remain 
just as tough with the move to the 
CMC. The men will start the season 
the same night as the women when 
they head east to take on the FSK Ea-
gles. Catoctin will start with a hard 
stretch of games throughout Decem-
ber. Similar to the women, they will 
matchup against two 3A teams. How-
ever, Catoctin will also see some fresh 
faces throughout December. Last sea-
son, they did not play their first four 
opponents. Boonsboro, the first com-
mon opponent between the two sea-
sons, will be a true test for the Cou-
gars. They lost to Boonsboro 47- 42 
at home, however, this time they will 
travel to Warrior county. 

The women and men are both 
primed and ready to head into open-
ing day. It will be interesting, as it al-
ways is, to see how the new faces can 
mix with the varsity veterans and how 
the teams will fare over the year. Well, 
I will you see you courtside, Decem-
ber 8th, for the ladies’ matchup with 
Williamsport.  

The Catoctin women’s soccer team celebrates the 
end of what all considered to be an excellent season.
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Mayhem in December 
Brian Vogelgesang
MSM Class of 2016

The month of December is jam-
packed with exciting sports events. It 

is truly the season to be jolly and that in-
cludes getting revved up for Mount sports. 
Mount St. Mary’s University is bringing 
forth their very best in the month of De-
cember. Whether it is men’s basketball or 
women’s swimming, the Mount is surely 
going to rock the competition. 

Women’s swimming is creating a 
whirlpool of success as their program 
proceeds to the Franklin and Marshall 
Invitational with a record of 4-1. This 
is the most success Mount swimming 
has seen in a while as a whole unit. The 
ladies set a new standard for future sea-
sons by dominating the first four weeks 
of their schedule undefeated. 

When asked about their recent suc-
cess head coach Neil Yost attributed 
some of the success to the team’s depth 
this year saying, “the new depth has 
brought a variety of talents that we can 
use in different ways. We are now more 
competitive in events we already found 
success in, and in addition to the con-
tinuing progress in previously success-
ful events, have gained some strength in 
events such as the breaststroke and free-
style. Our returning swimmers have also 
stepped up their game this year to add to 
the victorious start to this season.”

One particular standout swimmer 
has been Amanda Moore. Moore, a ju-
nior at MSMU, commented on what 
has given the swim team the power 
needed to propel forward as a domi-
nating squad, “The whole team men-
tality has changed. Two key factors to 
create this change have been the prac-
tices and strength-training program. 
The new strength coach has really 
helped improve our team this year.” 

Mount St. Mary’s University wom-
en’s swimming is beginning to realize 
their full potential as the season pro-
gresses. With each win, the ladies seem 
to gain an increase in confidence and 
continue to strive for their very best. 
Though the team does not have any 
meets during December, they just 
competed in a tough Franklin and 
Marshall Invitational and will resume 
their swim season on January 16 at 
Duquesne.     

One aspect of all Mount sports is 
their Catholic identity. Coach Yost 
hinted to the swim team’s strong faith 
when saying, “We are lucky and blessed 
for each success we earn throughout 
the season.” 

The Catholic identity of the team 
can be seen in all of the sports teams 
at the Mount. The teams embrace the 
privilege of competing at such high lev-
el with a strong and humble faith in 
God. Mount St. Mary’s swimming ab-
solutely reveals this Catholic identity 
when competing in their events. The 
Mount swim team is also accompa-
nied, faithfully, this winter season by a 
stellar men’s basketball program. 

Men’s Basketball is lacing up their 
shoes for what it is expected to be a 
tough start to their 2015-2016 season. 
The Mountaineers face some great 
competition in the upcoming weeks. 
Some of these big name schools in-
clude James Madison, Bucknell, and 

Lehigh. Though these teams are diffi-
cult opponents, the players and coach-
es remain optimistic. Mount men’s 
basketball is always striving to compete 
at their highest level of basketball. This 
constant pursuit of greatness is what 
helps to define Mount St. Mary’s men’s 
basketball. The players are coached to 
be excellent at what they do.  

Head coach Jamion Christian stated 
in an interview, “We always want to re-
main reaching our full potential, doing 
everything we are capable of doing.” 
With this philosophy, Coach Chris-
tian intends to lead the mountaineers 
step by step to the Big Dance. With 
this ambitious goal set, the men’s bas-
ketball team has a steady focus on the 
next game. It is this mentality that will 
lead them in meeting their goals.  

The Mountaineers pursue their sea-
son with confidence. The men’s basket-
ball team has made some adjustments 
since last year, such as their focus on 
the offensive part of the game. Coach 
Christian explained that though this 
may allow for some points to be scored 
against the Mount’s defense, what they 
hope is that offense will be able to score 
that much more. 

Some nice additions have been 
made to the team within the past year. 
Eli Long, a freshman from John Car-
roll high school, is expected to have a 
noticeable impact. Along with Long, 
some returning players have signifi-
cantly improved since last year such 
as Will Miller and Brian Ash. Coach 
Christian commented that these two 
players are “in their prime.” He also ex-
plained “we haven’t seen the best from 
Greg Graves and Taylor Danaher.” 
The impact the players have will defi-
nitely be seen in the upcoming games.   

In the beginning of December, 
the Mount has two major conference 
games against American and Loyola. 
The first game against American, 
on December 1, will be a great game 
to watch. The Mountaineers lost to 
American last year with of 46-45. The 
team is hungry for the win after losing 
such a close game. The men are also 
in pursuit of Loyola when they play 
them on December 5. Though unlike 
American, the Mount beat Loyola last 
year and hopes to continue their suc-
cess this year. 

The game does not just stop with 
the men. Mount St. Mary’s University 
women’s basketball has a month filled 
with action as they prepare to play to 
big games against Virginia Tech, Pitts-
burgh, and Loyola. Loyola, being a 
conference game, should be expected 
to bring the heat. The Mountaineers 
lost to the LU Wolves last year with a 
final score of 56-49. Though this loss 
was tough to swallow, the ladies have 
been training hard and are prepared to 
take on this tough Loyola team. The 
game will be played on December 5. 
In addition to the game against Loyola, 
the Mountaineers will play Howard 
(December 12) and Niagara (Decem-
ber 29). Both of these games will be 
played at home in the PNC Arena. 

In addition to the upcoming games 
in December, the Mount men’s rug-
by just won their conference tourna-
ment, propelling them forward in pur-
suit of the National Championship. 

Nick Maffei, a junior prop, spoke of 
the tourney, “Mount St. Mary’s men’s 
rugby competed in the Potomac Rug-
by Conference tournament this week-
end. On Saturday, #1 Mount faced #4 
American University, who MSMU 
had beaten in their previous encounter 
66-5. The match began slowly for the 
Mount but they found their groove to 
the tune of the final score line of 73-1.”

“On Sunday morning, the Mount 
faced a tough, physical Catholic team 
who tested them all throughout the 
park, but the Mount found the resil-
ience to end up on top to the tune of 
41-21, which allowed the Mount rug-
by to take the tournament.” 

Tito Miranda, C’15, comment-
ed on the match against American, “I 
thought we started out a bit flat against 
American U, and really began to find 
our rhythm the second half. When we 
got the ball to the outside, we scored 
every time. I was able to poach the ball 
from the ruck twice with support from 
my teammates and created turnovers 
that helped lead us to tries. It was a 
great feeling to be able to get over their 
rucks and win us great turnover ball.” 

The team has fought hard the en-
tire fall season to achieve this title. 
The strength of Mount rugby was ex-
pressed well by senior Travis Bewley, as 
he spoke of the game against Catholic 
University in the conference tourney, 
“we faced a physical Catholic U side 
who was extremely motivated to take 
it to us. We came out a bit flat-footed 
and it was close at first. There were a se-
ries of yellow cards and at one point, 
we were down two men, playing 13 on 
15 rugby. We had to come together as 
a team and really persevere against ad-
versity. We scored three back-to-back 
tries to start the second half. I thought 
Catholic had tested us beyond what we 
had seen so far this season in all aspects, 
but we found a way to win and win 
convincingly.” 

This is men’s rugby’s third year 
reaching this point in competition and 
they are very excited to continue the 
success in the spring. The men’s rugby 
program along with the rest of Mount 
sports strive for excellence, something 
that is embraced by the whole Mount 
community.

 Excellence is something that ev-
ery athlete strives for and has been dis-
played throughout all the teams listed 
here. Rugby and swimming authen-
ticate this through their play which 
shown by their impressive records. The 
Mount basketball programs especially 
show these strives for excellence as they, 
a small college team, compete in the 
highest division in college basketball. 

The Mount sports communi-
ty pours their hearts and souls into 
what they do and always appreciate 
the opportunity to perform and dis-
play their pursuit for greatness. The 
Mount’s 4 pillars of faith, leadership, 
discovery, and community that which 
the people of the Mount strive to up-
hold throughout their daily lives em-
brace this journey towards excellence. 
This excellence is seen in Mount ath-
letics and it reflects the excellence that 
Mount St. Mary’s University as a whole 
institution hopes to share with its sur-
rounding communities.   

Junior Robinson dribbles the ball down the court while 
playing Maryland at the Xfinity Center in College Park. 

BK Ash goes up for a dunk against Maryland on Nov. 17.
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COMPLEMENTARY CORNER

Faith
Renee Lehman

Last month’s article dealt with how 
the world can distract us with 

fear, anger, hostility, and anguish; yet 
it is our job to quiet our fearful mind 
and listen to what our Heart is saying 
about loving. We must remember to 
always send ourselves a positive mes-
sage and keep our Heart clear and lov-
ing. The possibilities are endless when 
we come from a place of uncondition-
al love.

Then recently there have been mul-
tiple terrorist attacks. How, you may 
say, can you keep your Heart open to 
love? How can you have hope for the 
future and positive possibilities? By 
having FAITH! Faith in something 
bigger than yourself, and that there is 
a spiritual purpose for all things.

First, let’s differentiate between be-
lief and faith. Merriam-Webster’s dic-
tionary defines Belief as a conviction 
of the truth of some statement or the 
reality of some being or phenome-
non especially when based on exam-
ination of evidence. Whereas, Faith is 
defined as a firm belief in something 
for which there is no proof or com-
plete trust.

To further differentiate belief from 
faith, belief is a product of our mind. 
Our beliefs are usually deeply rooted 
in our culture and upbringing. Our 
beliefs can also be narrowly focused, 

based on our life experiences. And a 
belief, just because it has been hand-
ed down to us from our elders, is not 
necessarily true even though we think 
it is. Or more noticeably, a belief is not 
necessarily the only truth. 

Changing our minds means chang-
ing at least some aspect of our beliefs. 
As Rea Nolan Martin stated in an ar-
ticle about Belief and Faith, “Beliefs 
are a product of the mind, but faith 
is not. Faith is a product of the spir-
it. The mind interferes in the pro-
cess of faith more than it contrib-
utes to it. To have faith in the worst 
of times will no doubt require us to si-
lence, or at least quiet, the mind. Faith 
is what happens when our beliefs run 
aground. The spirit can be buoyed by 
our beliefs, but can also be brought 
down by them when they prove inad-
equate, as they most certainly will at 
some point in the journey. Even the 
beliefs humans have held most close-
ly have come and gone over the course 
of a lifetime or a millennium. Think 
of Galileo.”

So, beliefs come and go. Faith does 
not. Faith is a way of being. Faith is 
similar to love in that it is an act. It in-
volves trusting something unseen, and 
trusting beyond all rational reason. It 
is best achieved when you are actively 
demonstrating it. Historically, we hu-
mans have been given many opportu-
nities to demonstrate our faith! 

 From a Traditional Chinese Med-
icine (TCM) perspective, belief is a 
product of the rational Mind. The 
rational Mind has desires and inten-

tions. It creates thoughts (through 
your beliefs) which create emotions. 
Faith is a product of our intuitive 
Mind. The intuitive Mind is meant to 
be our primary source for guidance. 
Faith is our path to the Heavens and 
to the Universe! What do I mean by 
this? 

In a TCM perspective, at the high-
est level (spiritual level), everything 
happens for a reason. Secondly, every-
thing is for good. We are all born chil-
dren of the Universe. We were born 
into today’s society, not hundreds of 
years ago. Inside each one of us is the 
strength to handle everything that 
comes into our lives. The secret to liv-
ing fully and fearlessly in our society 
is FAITH! Each of us must have faith 
that we are children of the Universe 
and that we have the ability to han-
dle anything! 

For example, I think that farmers 
exhibit great amounts of faith. They 
plant a seed, and have faith that there 
will be enough rain, sun, and warmth 
for the crop to grow so that they can 
sell it to provide a living for their fam-
ilies. Could you, would you, have the 
faith it takes to be a farmer? 

When we are in the middle of a life 
crisis, it is impossible to KNOW with 
our rational Mind what God and/or 
Universe is really asking of us. The 
truth is, our rational Mind doesn’t 
have to know! It doesn’t matter. Our 
intuitive Mind, which is where faith 
comes from, will help us to stay open 
and teachable. Faith is an act of ac-
cepting “not-knowing.” As Rea No-

lan Martin once said, “Knowing does 
not create faith. Unknowing does.”

So, when it comes to recent life 
events, evaluate your beliefs. What are 
these beliefs based upon? Are they re-
ally true? Is it possible to change the 
angle from which you are viewing 
these events? Can you attach no posi-
tive or negative meaning to this event? 
Have Faith that whatever is happen-
ing has a purpose. Keep fear out by 
allowing Faith to fill in the cracks of 
your understanding of the situation. 
Remember that Faith is an act of ac-

cepting that you do not “KNOW” 
the purpose of the situation. In time, 
the purpose will be made clear. It may 
not be in your lifetime, but have Faith 
that at some point in time, the situa-
tion will be clearly understood. 

Finally, with regard to recent events, 
as Susan L. Taylor said, “Seeds of faith 
are always within us; sometimes it takes 
a crisis to nourish and encourage their 
growth.” Also, as Mahatma Gandhi 
stated, “You must not lose faith in hu-
manity. Humanity is an ocean; if a few 
drops of the ocean are dirty, the ocean 
does not become dirty.”

More quotes about faith:
“Faith is taking the first step even 

when you don’t see the whole stair-
case.”

Martin Luther King, Jr.
“Faith is an oasis in the heart which 

will never be reached by the caravan 
of thinking.”

Khalil Gibran
“Faith consists in believing when it 

is beyond the power of reason to be-
lieve.”

Voltaire
“Faith Is Seeing Light With Your 

Heart When All Your Eyes See Is 
Darkness.”

Unknown

Renee Lehman is a licensed acupunc-
turist and physical therapist with over 
25 years of health care ex¬perience. Her 
office is located at 249B York Street in 
Gettysburg. She can be reached at 717-
752-5728.
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Keep moving
FITNESS AND HEALTH

Linda Stultz
Certified Fitness Trainer/
Fitness Therapist

It seems that everywhere you go 
over the holidays there is some 

type of candy, baked goods or some 
new food item that is just calling 
out your name. I don’t want you 
to be so self-conscious or anxious 
about trying new things or eating 
too much that you don’t enjoy the 
festive season but the thing to be 
aware of is how often you are eat-
ing and how much you are sam-
pling.  If you know you will be at-
tending an event that will be well 
stocked with tempting treats think 
ahead about having a little healthy 
snack before you go and be selective 
about what you try at the event. 

Maybe, if the host is a friend or 
family member, you could ask for 
a sample to take home if there is 
something you really want to try 
but you know you have already 
over tried your limit.  If you don’t 
feel comfortable asking for a sample 
you could ask for the recipe. Peo-
ple are always flattered if someone 
thinks their dish is worth getting 
the recipe. Another idea is to take 
a walk or do a little extra time on 
the bike or treadmill if you know 
you will be tempted to overeat later 
that day or even workout for a few 
days if you will be attending a fam-
ily dinner that you always need to 
loosen your belt after eating. 

Don’t be fooled by thinking that 
an extra mile or two or an extra fif-
teen minutes will burn up all the cal-

ories you may be consuming. I don’t 
want to discourage you from doing a 
little extra but those calories accumu-
late a lot faster than they burn off. I 
always tell my clients that the weight 
gained after a big meal at a special 
event or holiday is not true weight 
gain. You gained a few pounds be-
cause you are eating different types 
and amounts of food than you usual-
ly consume. Get right back on your 
regular eating and exercising sched-
ule and you will drop those extra 
pounds quickly. 

I am also not telling you to just 
eat whatever you want if you do 
some extra exercise because that 
will only result in upset later when 
you get on the scale, get dressed or 
go to the doctor in January and he 
tells you that you may want to lose 
a few pounds. Keeping an eye on 
your eating and exercise habits is al-
ways important but I am trying to 
give you a heads up that the holi-
days are always a little overwhelm-
ing and I want you to be right back 
on track when the new year starts 
that way your New Year’s Resolu-
tion will be easier to reach in a short 

amount of time.  
While preparing your own treats 

you may want to check into ex-
changes and lower fat and sugar in-
gredients to use and still maintain 
that great taste that your family is 
expecting. Everyone will appreci-
ate you trying to keep the old reci-
pe’s taste while trying to watch out 
for their health and waistline. One 
thing to remember is many people 
have allergies to certain foods or es-
pecially to sweeteners. Please re-
member to tell them what you sub-
stituted or changed so they will be 

able to make the right choice for 
them.  

Remember to Keep Moving and 
the holidays will not be so hard to 
get through. If you have any ques-
tions or ideas that I can share for 
the upcoming issues that will help 
make the holidays healthier please 
let me know. Gift certificates are a 
great gift for that special someone 
or even for you. Please contact me 
at 717-334-6009 with any ques-
tions or requests for help or in giv-
ing someone in your lift the gift of 
health for the New Year.   

Thanksgiving and 
Christmas temptations
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ASTRONOMY

The night sky of December

Farmers’ Almanac
“Christmas is the season for
kindling the fire of hospitality 
in the hall, the genial flame of 
charity in the heart”  
—Washington Irving 
(1783-1859)

Mid-Atlantic Weather Watch: Fair 
and windy (1, 2, 3, 4) with light 
snow, some rain in the south (5, 
6); fair and very cold (7, 8, 9) with 
Nor’easter and heavy snow (10, 11) 
turning fair but rather cold (12, 
13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 
22). More heavy snow in the north 
(23, 24, 25) returning to fair weath-
er and very cold temperatures (26, 
27, 28) and heavy snow (29, 30) fair 
and rather cold (31).

Full Moon: December’s Full 
Moon occurs on Christmas Day, 
Friday, December 25h.  Many 
Native Americans referred to it as 
Cold Moon for obvious reasons!  
Many other tribes called it Beaver 
Moon because beavers are most 
active, scurrying to finish build-

ing their dams and lodges and Ice-
Forming Moon when lakes and 
ponds begin to ice over in most 
areas during the month. 
 
Special Notes: The Hagerstown 
Town and Country Almanack wish-
es everyone the happiest of holidays! 
As in past years, we thank everyone 
for their continued support and with 
that support, The Almanack will 
surely be there to inform, inspire, and 
entertain for many years to come. 
The Almanack makes a great gift for 
anyone and is a gift that keeps giv-
ing throughout the New Year. Sim-
ply go to www.almanack.com/order 
and order a holiday copy or two to-
day to ensure delivery before Christ-
mas. This year, consider volunteering 
at a local hospital, nursing home, or 
community shelter. The small gift of 
your time and attention to those of-
ten forgotten during the holidays will 
be most appreciated. 
 
Holidays: Celebrate Christmas on 
Friday, December 25th.  Plan festiv-

ities with family and friends but also 
plan to keep that joyful and giving 
spirit alive throughout the coming 
year.  New Year’s Eve is Thursday, 
December 31st. This year, make 
plans to attend a First Night Cele-
bration and enjoy a safe, family-ori-
ented evening of fun, food, and en-
tertainment on the very first night 
of the year.  Look online at www.
firstnight.com/cities to find a cele-
bration nearest you. 

The Garden: Rake up all remain-
ing leaves and place them on a 
compost heap. If left on paths 
they become a hazard when the 
colder weather comes. Focus on 
houseplants this month. Consider 
starting a really nice indoor herb 
garden. Mulch perennials for win-
ter. Use herbicide for winter weed 
when lawns are dormant. 

J. Gruber’s Thought For 
Today’s Living

“The thought that goes into the giv-
ing of a gift to a friend or loved one 
is so much more important than the 
value of the gift itself ” 

Professor Wayne Wooten

For December, the Moon will be 
last quarter on December 3rd. 

The waning crescent moon passes 
two degrees south of Jupiter in the 
morning sky on December 4th, and 
occult Mars for southern hemisphere 
viewers on December 6th. It passes a 
degree north of Venus on the morn-
ing of December 7th. New moon 
is December 11th, and the waxing 
crescent moon will be setting about 
three hours after sunset on Decem-
ber 14th, not a problem for observ-
ing the best meteor shower of the 
year, the Geminids, peaking the fol-
lowing morning. 

The first quarter moon is Decem-
ber 18th. The winter solstice occurs 
at 10:48 p.m. on December 21st, 
and winter begins on the shortest day 
of the year. The full moon occurs on 
Christmas Day, and is the “long night 
moon”, staying up 14 hours as op-
posed to the ten hours of daylight we 
now get. If you stay up to welcome 
2016, check out the waning gibbous 
moon rising 2 degrees north of Jupi-
ter, both rising just before midnight. 
Great way to ring in 2016.

While the naked eye, dark adapt-
ed by several minutes away from any 
bright lights, is a wonderful instru-
ment to stare up into deep space, far 
beyond our own Milky Way, binoc-
ulars are better for spotting specific 
deep sky objects. For a detailed map 
of northern hemisphere skies, about 
November 30th visit the www.sky-

maps.com website and download 
the map for December; it will have 
a more extensive calendar, and list of 
best objects for the naked eyes, bin-
oculars, and scopes on the back of 
the map. 

Mercury makes an appearance in 
the evening sky at the end of Decem-
ber, reaching greatest eastern elonga-
tion, 20 degrees behind the Sun on 
December 29. Because it is so far 
south, it will be hard to spot in the 
SW evening twilight this time, how-
ever. Venus dominates the dawn, 
with the bright side of the crescent 
moon passing in front of Venus in 
the daytime sky, starting at 11:30 
a.m. on December 7th, and Venus 
coming out from behind the dark 
side of the moon about 1:02 p.m. 
If you know where to look, this can 
be observed in broad daylight with 
the naked eyes and binoculars, and 
should make for some good telescop-
ic photography.

 Mars remains in the morning sky 
this month, with the moon passing 
close to it on December 6th. Jupiter 
has moved into eastern Leo now, and 
rises about midnight at midmonth. 
Saturn is lost in the sun’s glare all 
month, to reappear in the dawn sky 
by January 2016.

The square of Pegasus domi-
nates the western sky. The constella-
tion Cassiopeia makes a striking W 
in the NW. She contains many nice 
star clusters for binocular users in her 
outer arm of our Milky Way, extend-
ing to the NE now. Her daughter, An-

dromeda, starts with the NE corner 
star of Pegasus’ Square, and goes NE 
with two more bright stars in a row.

It is from the middle star, beta 
Andromeda, that we proceed about 
a quarter the way to the top star in 
the W of Cassiopeia, and look for a 
faint blur with the naked eye. M-31, 
the Andromeda Galaxy, is the most 
distant object visible with the na-
ked eye, lying about 2.5 million light 
years distant. Overhead is Androme-
da’s hero, Perseus, rises. Between him 
and Cassiopeia is the fine Double 
Cluster, faintly visible with the na-
ked eye and two fine binocular ob-
jects in the same field. Perseus con-
tains the famed eclipsing binary star 
Algol, where the Arabs imagined the 
eye of the gorgon Medusa would lie. 
It fades to a third its normal bright-
ness for six out of every 70 hours, as a 

larger but cooler orange giant covers 
about 80% of the smaller but hotter 
and thus brighter companion as seen 
from Earth.

Look at Perseus’ feet for the famed 
Pleiades cluster; they lie about 400 
light years distant, and over 250 stars 
are members of this fine group. East 
of the seven sisters is the V of stars 
marking the face of Taurus the Bull, 
with bright orange Aldebaran as his 
eye. The V of stars is the Hyades clus-
ter, older than the blue Pleiades, but 
about half their distance. Their ap-
pearance in November in classical 
times was associated with the stormy 
season, when frail sailing ships stayed 
in port. Aldeberan is not a member 
of the Hyades, but about twice as 
close as the Hyades; distances in as-
tronomy can be deceiving.

Yellow Capella, a giant star the 

same temperature and color as our 
much smaller Sun, dominates the 
overhead sky. It is part of the penta-
gon on stars making up Auriga, the 
Charioteer (think Ben Hur). Several 
nice binocular Messier open clusters 
are found in the winter milky way 
here. East of Auriga, the twins, Cas-
tor and Pollux highlight the Gemi-
ni. You can associate the pair with Ja-
son and the Golden Fleece legend, 
for they were the first two Argonauts 
to sign up on his crew of adventurers.

South of Gemini, Orion is the most 
familiar winter constellation, dom-
inating the eastern sky at dusk. The 
reddish supergiant Betelguese marks 
his eastern shoulder, while blue-white 
supergiant Rigel stands opposite on 
his west knee. Just south of the belt, 
hanging like a sword downward, is 
M-42, the Great Nebula of Orion, an 
outstanding binocular and telescopic 
stellar nursery. It is part of a huge spi-
ral arm gas cloud, with active starbirth 
all over the place.

 Last but certainly not least, in 
the east rise the hunter’s two faith-
ful companions, Canis major and 
minor. Procyon is the bright star in 
the little dog, and rises minutes be-
fore Sirius, the brightest star in the 
sky. Sirius dominates the SE sky by 
7 p.m., and as it rises, the turbulent 
winter air causes it to sparkle with 
shafts of spectral fire. Beautiful as the 
twinkling appears to the naked eye, 
for astronomers this means the im-
age is blurry; only in space can we 
truly see “clearly now”. At 8 light 
years distance, Sirius is the closest star 
we can easily see with the naked eye. 
Below Sirius in binoculars is another 
fine open cluster, M-41, a fitting des-
sert for New Year’s sky feast.

Meteor Showers in December
December 10 - Monocerids: Radiant-- near Gemini. 12 per hour.
December 11 - Sigma Hydrids: Radiant--near Head. 12 per hour, fast.
December 14 - Geminids: Radiant--near Castor. 60 per hour, many bright, white but few trails.
December 14 - Leo Minorids: 10 per hour, somewhat faint.
December 20 - Delta Arietids: 12 per hour, must view in early evening, before radiant sets.

On December 14 the Geminids will deliver one of the best 
meteor showers of the year.  You can expect to see as many 

as 60 meteors per hour, many of them bright.
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COMPUTER Q&A

Holiday gadget buying guide
Ayse Stenabaugh 
Jester’s Computer Services

Holidays are stressful enough 
without having to worry 

about getting the right gift so we 
have put together a few tips and 
tricks to make buying this holi-
day easier. Don’t know what to 
get the techie that has everything? 
– we have a few ideas for buying 
for those who have virtually every-
thing!

Computers
When purchasing a computer this 
holiday you will want to determine 
the habits of the person you are 
seeking a gift for. Are they a gamer? 
Microsoft Office user? Or just a ba-
sic web browser? Determining the 
gift receiver’s needs will help you 
to choose a computer that will do 
more than just get them by. Gam-
ers are going to require a higher end 
video card while Office users are go-
ing to need access to their software 
(Microsoft Office does NOT come 
with new computers – and must be 
purchased separately!). Those who 
are basic browsers won’t need much 
in the way of extras but it’s impor-
tant to be mindful of the processor 
speed and the amount of memory 
on any new computer. Be wary of 
budget computers with Celeron or 
Atom processors else you may leave 
your gift recipient wishing that they 
unwrapped socks instead!

Tablets
When considering purchasing a 
tablet as a gift ensure that it will 
meet the needs you are trying to 
fulfill. Unless you are purchasing 
a Windows tablet such as a Micro-
soft Surface it’s unlikely that it will 
perform all of the same functions as 
a computer. Many budget tablets 
are available today that lack quali-
ty so it’s recommended to refer to 
reviews to determine if the price is 
worth the potential sacrifice. An-
other thing to consider is what op-
erating system the tablet should 
run on. If the gift is for an iPhone 
user, you will probably want to 
stick with an iPad so that they can 
sync their apps and data seamless-
ly. The same holds true for An-
droid users who will likely appre-
ciate an Android tablet. Windows 
tablets and Amazon’s Kindle are a 
great option for those who aren’t fa-
miliar with iOS or Android devic-
es. Ensure that whatever device you 
choose has enough storage capaci-
ty, some devices have the ability to 
expand with external storage such 
as SD cards, other devices don’t al-
low you to increase storage space so 
choose wisely!

Smartphones
Similar to tablets you should try to 
identify whether the user will find 
an iPhone, Android or Windows 
Phone more useful. In fact, its rec-
ommend that you determine exact-
ly which phone the user will want 
prior to purchasing or setting up a 
new phone since many companies 
have semi-strict return policies on 

new devices. There are lots of new 
devices on the market all with vary-
ing features and storage capacities. 
Ensure that you are choosing a data 
plan to go with the phone that will 
provide enough data to cover the 
gift receiver’s usage!

Tech gift ideas for the person 
who has everything
So what do you get for the per-
son who seems to have everything? 
There are lots of new and innova-
tive tech gifts emerging so check 
out some of the unique gift ideas 
below.

For the iPad Artist check out Pen-
cil by Fifty Three. This unique sty-
lus works great with the free paper 
app and many others and is a neces-
sity for any aspiring iPad artist!

For the fitness lover investigate 
Fitbit or one of the many wear-
able watches that feature heart rate 
monitors and sleep trackers!

What about the person who con-
stantly misplaces their gadgets? 
Checkout Bluetooth tracking de-
vices such as Tile so they can find 
their devices with ease!

The media lover will enjoy Roku 
or Amazon Fire Stick which allows 
users stream internet content to 
their TV without needing to con-
nect their computer!

For the beginner who has gadgets 
but doesn’t know how to use them 
yet consider a gift certificate to Jest-
er’s Computers for a one-on-one 
technology class! Classes are avail-
able by appointment only and are 
just $25 for a one hour session! Call 
717-642-6611 to order a gift certif-
icate.

As always for computer repair service 
and technology advice you can trust 
contact Jester’s Computer Services at 
717-642-6611 or visit us on the web 
at www.jesterscomputers.com

A multi device charging station is perfect for that person who is always 
connected - especially for those who tend to lose their chargers!
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December 4, 5, 11, & 12
Willow Valley Farm Market’s 1st annual 
Christmas Craft Bazaar.

December 4 & 5
Sixth Annual Gingerbread Celebra-
tion and Holiday Mart at HACC’s 
Gettysburg Campus. Enjoy a gal-
lery of gingerbread creations, holi-
day art mart and activities for fam-
ilies. Bring plenty of quarters to 
vote for your favorite or bid to take 
home one of the gingerbread cre-
ations. , 731 Old Harrisburg Road, 
Gettysburg.

December 5
Mother Seton School Breakfast with 
Santa and Christmas Bazaar. Fill your 
belly with a delicious pancake breakfast, 
then walk over to the Christmas Bazaar 
to shop our crafters and vendors for that 
unique holiday gift. Santa Claus will 
be there to take photos with your chil-
dren, so skip the mall lines and see him 
here! Admission to the Bazaar is free. For 
more information call 301-447-3161. 

Fourth annual Christmas bazaar at 
Christ’s Community Church. We are 
located at 303 W. Lincoln Ave., Em-
mitsburg. The bazaar will have vendors, 
a silent auction, food and baked goods, 
free pictures with St. Nick, childcare, 
and fun for the kids.

St. John’s Lutheran Church’s Christmas 
Bazaar and Large Indoor Yard Sale. Join 
us for delicious soups and sandwich-
es from our kitchen, you can eat in or 
carry out...Find many Christmas Gifts 
and Goodies by the Pound, Cobblers, 
Candy, Holiday Breads, Pies and Cakes.   
8619 Black’s Mill Road, Creagerstown. 
For more information please call 301-
898-5167.

St Mary’s Catholic Church’s (Fairfield, 
PA) Old-Fashioned Christmas Bazaar. 
There will be a huge bake sale, quilt raf-
fle and gifts for all including wreaths, ce-
ramics, stocking stuffers, jewelry, books 
and authors, framed photography, reli-
gious items, handmade purses and ac-
tivities for children in a Wonderland Vil-

lage. Also Christmas tree sales will take 
place at the Fairfield Fire house. 

Christmas in Thurmont!  We will start 
with a ribbon cutting ceremony at 
10am, followed by the arrival of San-
ta! We will have live entertainment by 
ESP Performing Company, hot cider, 
and cookies along with photos with 
Santa for all ages!  Christmas in Thur-
mont includes the business map stamp-
ing activity for adults, grand prize give-
aways, caroling, lighting of Lions Club 
Remembrance Tree, and the lighting of 
the Town’s Christmas Tree!

Elias Lutheran Church’s Annual Ham, 
Turkey and Roast Beef Supper with 
Christmas Yard Sale & Bazaar. The Sup-
per includes: Filling, gravy, mashed pota-
toes, sweet potatoes, coleslaw, stewed to-
matoes, green beans, applesauce and cake. 
100 W. North Ave., Emmitsburg. 301-
447-6239.

December 5 & 6 
The Thurmont Historical Society’s 

Christmas House Tour - We have four 
wonderful homes and two churches for 
a new lower price of $15. Tickets and in-
formation are available at Hobb’s Hard-
ware and Brown’s Jewelry. 

December 7
Emmitsburg’s 27th Annual An Evening 
of Christmas Spirit. 

December 11
20th Annual Gettysburg Tuba Car-
ol Fest. Tuba players from everywhere 
playing Christmas Carols on “historic” 
Lincoln Square in Gettysburg. The rain 
site will be the Prince of Peace Episcopal 
Church. Lincoln Square.   For more in-
formation call 717-334-7719.

December 11, 12 & 13
Camp Eder’s 5th Annual Christmas 
Tree Festival. Some new features for this 
gathering include a horse-drawn car-
riage, a special presentation by a chalk 
artist during Friday and Saturday’s out-
door candlelight nativity vigil, and sever-
al new musical guests. Themed Christ-
mas Trees will be on display all over the 
property, along with a luminary memo-
rial garden, children’s crafts and stories, 
and a home-cooked full turkey dinner 
with all the fixings available each eve-
ning. Cookie Camp, held at Camp 
Eder one week earlier, will prepare ap-
proximately 300 dozen cookies to serve 
and sell at the festival. The cookies are 
always packaged for gift-giving, and of 
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course, eating!  Camp Eder is located on 
Mt. Hope Rd in Fairfield.

December 12
Catoctin Furnace Historical Society’s 
Christmas at the Furnace. Learn about 
the tradition of Kris Kringling, who 
danced, sand, and ate from house to 
house throughout this ironworkers’ village. 
See the circa 1810 Collier’s Log House 
adorned with natural decorations. Chil-
dren are invited to make old-fashioned 
crafts. Sample hot mulled cider and baked 
treats made with heritage recipes. 12607 
Catoctin Hollow Road, Thurmont.

December 13
Sixth Annual Candlelight Christmas 

Concert at Trinity Lutheran in Taney-
town.  A program of music for the 
Christmas season presented within the 
beautiful candlelit sanctuary of historic 
Trinity Lutheran in downtown Taney-
town, featuring the members and so-
loists of the Trinity Lutheran Church 
Choir, the Senior Singers of Carroll 
County, the Taneytown Community 
Chorus, the Trinity hand bell choir. For 
more information call 410-756-6626.

December 14
Mother Seton School Christmas Pro-
gram. Come celebrate the joy of Christ-
mas with us! The program will include 
choral performances from the Moth-
er Seton School Chorus and from indi-

vidual classes, our award-winning band, 
and a student-produced Christmas play. 
Call 301-447-3161 or visit www.moth-
ersetonschool.org for more information.

December 19
“Christmas at the Pass” at the Monterey 
Pass Battlefield Park & Museum located 
at 14325 Buchanan Trail East, Waynes-

boro. This event is free and is open to 
the public. We encourage you to bring 
the whole family!  Activities include chil-
dren’s craft corner, Christmas storytell-
ing, Victorian Era Christmas music, 
refreshments, and the history of Santa 
Claus.  Our museum will be decorat-
ed in Victorian Era fashion of Christ-
mas.  Outside the museum, on the park 
grounds, there will be living history vi-
gnettes of Civil War soldiers.  Be sure to 
talk with them about what it was like to 
be away from home and at war during 
Christmas!  New this year is our fruit 
press, come try your hand and press-
ing apples to make cider, and for your 
efforts enjoy a nice mug of warm cider 
by the fire.  We look forward to sharing 
our Victorian Christmas with you!  For 
more information visit www.monterey-
passbattlefield.org.

December 24
Elias Candlelight Christmas Eve Ser-
vice. Bring the whole family for this 
traditional Christmas Eve service with 
hymns and Holy Communion. A 
cookies and punch reception will fol-
low. This historic Elias church is locat-
ed at 100 W. North Ave., Emmitsburg. 
Toms Creek United Methodist 
Church’s Christmas Eve  Service. Tradi-
tional candlelight service at 7 pm. Tra-
ditional candlelight with communion 
at 11pm.

St. John’s Lutheran Church of Creager-
town’s Traditional Christmas Eve Wor-
ship Service with Communion.

December 31
Gettysburg’s New Year’s Eve Celebration 
Entertainment at downtown venues, 
fireworks and party in Lincoln Square. 
Lincoln Square, Gettysburg.  For more 
information call 717-334-5006 or visit 
www.adamsarts.org.

10am: Arrival of Santa at Me-
chanicstown Park.

10am - 3pm: Pick Up Your 
Stamping Map on the Square at 
Mechanicstown Park & visit all 
businesses to have them stamp 
your map. 

10am - 7pm: Visit The Main 
Street Center for the Festival of 
Trees.

Noon: ESP Dance Performance 
at Studio 15 Water Street.

10am – 1pm: Thurmont Re-
gional Library’s annual Hol-
ly Jolly Celebration.   Enjoy 
a vintage Santa display, make 
& take a holiday craft and 
more. Also a special visit from 
Mr. & Mrs. Clause at 1 pm!

5pm:  Lighting of Thurmont 
Lions Club Tree.

5:30pm:  Prize Drawings at 
Hobbs Hardware - Caroling 
and lighting of the Thurmont 
Town Christmas Tree.

Christmas in Thurmont  - Saturday, December 5th




