i

EXULTING THE IMPORTANCE OF IDEAS AND INFORMATION —EDWARD R. MURROW

750
JOU

RIAL

VOLUME 9, NO. 12 « WWW.MYFAIRFIELD.NET ¢« WWW.EMMITSBURG.NET « MYTHURMONT.NET « DECEMBER 2017

NEWS

Split On Warranty Partnership
Partnership provides low cost
insurance for sewer & water
line damages. Page 2

Action Taken On Casinos
Southern Adams County mu-
nicipalities may opt out of new
casino legislature. Page 3

Railroad Bridge Rehab Advances
Thurmont is looking into grants
to cover aesthetic repair costs
for the bridge. Page 4

COMMENTARY

Words From Winterbilt

We should start celebrating our
freedoms. Page 12

Down Under

The foundations of democracy
rest on the ability of those we
put in charge. Page 13

ARTICLES

The Book Of Days

The harrowing voyage of the
arctic exploration ship, the
Resolute. Page 37

The Retired Ecologist

If only we could live in the
present, like animals do - what
would life be like then? Page 14

In The Country

A look at the importance of
snow and its impact on the
environment. Page 15

Real Science

Dry-cleaning may be conve-
nient, but the chemicals used
can cause cancer. Page 16

The Village Idiot
Jack looks for something made in
America but falls short. Page 17

Pets
Bailey - Losing a pet is hard.
Page 18

Gardening

Many trees and shrubs provide
aesthetic interest for the winter
landscape. Page 20

World War |
December 1917 - Russia ceas-
es to exist as a nation. Page 26

Cooking

Forget Black Friday! The
Christmas season officially
begins with the first Christmas
cookie. Page 31

Four Years At The Mount

Our students reflect on what
the Christmas season means to
them. Page 34

Sports

Recap of Catoctin’s perfor-
mance at the state cross-coun-
try meet. Page 40

Complementary Corner
Preparing for the winter season
- taking care of your mind, body
and soul. Page 42

Thurmont’s ‘Gateway to the cure’ raises $15K

2017 marked the fourth year Thur-
mont has honored October as
“Gateway to the Cure” month.
This year, they once again proudly
surpassed the prior year’s donation
and during the November 14 Thur-
mont Town meeting, town staff and
local business owners presented Pat-
ty Hurwitz with their donations.

The Patty Hurwitz Fund began
in 2000, after Hurwitz was diag-
nosed with breast cancer. After that
initial experience, Hurwitz and hus-
band decided that they wanted to
find a way to provide the best ex-
perience for men and women in
Frederick County facing breast can-
cer, so they wouldn’t have to travel
far to receive treatment. The fund is
used to support early cancer detec-
tion methods at the Stockman Can-
cer Institute in Frederick.

Vickie Grinder, Thurmont
Economic Development Manag-
er, led the check presentation to
Pacty Hurwitz. Also present were
representatives from some of the
local businesses that participat-
ed this year. In total, 43 business-
es in the Thurmont area held pro-
motions to support the Think

Pink initiative. Before the grand
total was revealed, Laurie Wil-
helm, Maggie Doll of Candyland
and Gateway Liquors, Niki Eyler
of The Eyler Stables Flea Market,
and Gateway Orthodontics talk-
ed about the initiatives their busi-
nesses supported this year to raise
money for the cause.

Wilhelm was present from Catoc-
tin High School, along with some of
the football players from the school.
For the second year, the high school
held a “Pink Out” game during the
October 13 football game against St.
Paul’s. To raise funds for the cause,
the team sold pink t-shirts during
the game. Wilhelm commented that
her group doubled the amount they
raised last year, handing a check for
$1,447 over to the fund.

Doll commented that all em-
ployees wore pink shirts during
the month and one dollar was do-
nated to the cause for each bottle
of pink wine or breast cancer lolli-
pop that was sold. “It’s always fun,”
Doll said, “everyone gets into it, it’s
a great cause, and we love support-
ing it every year.”

Eyler commented that her com-

43 Thurmont businesses held promotions to support
Thurmont’s Think Pink initiative in support of breast
cancer research and treatment.

pany hung pink ribbons through-
out the market and had donation
jars to support the cause. Addition-
ally, many vendors chose to donate
part of their sales for the month to
the fund. In the end, Eyler said her
groups donation was four times as
large as last year’s.

The Town of Thurmont was
happy to hand Hurwitz a check
for $15,000 this year. The first
year Thurmont Think Pink raised
$4,760, the second year they raised
$10,000, and last year the commu-
nity raised $13,675.

Thurmonts Gateway to the
Cure has really grown over the past

four years, and Town staff believes
it will only keep growing. So far,
Thurmont has been able to donate
$43,648, a significant amount of
the $1.5 million that had been do-
nated to the fund since its founding,
“Ifs amazing how many businesses
participate,” Hurwitz comment-
ed, “It’s just so great that we all sup-
port this cause that is bigger than all
of us.” “It is a community effort,”
town Commissioner Marty Burns
added, “we get into it and it’s fun.”

16 learn more about the Patty Hur-
witz Breast Cancer fund, visit wwuw.

pinkribbonfrederick.orglabout-us.

Local elections bring newcomers onboard

On November 7, residents in
southern Adams County
showed up to their township of-
fices to cast their votes to fill lo-
cal seats. Across the board, Liberty
Township, Carroll Valley Borough
and Hamiltonban  Township
seemed to favor Republican can-
didates this year. Some candidates
were elected, while some new fac-
es were voted in.

Carroll Valley Mayor Ron Har-
ris ran uncontested for Mayor this
year, receiving 453 votes; 97.21%
of the votes cast. This is May-
or Harris' fourth term as Mayor
of Carroll Valley. He has already
served the Borough for elev-
en years, and was honored with
the Mayor of the Year Award this
past July. “Having been reelected
for a fourth term has never been
a more humbling moment in my
life. Based on your faith in me, I
hope to continue to serve you as I
have in these past 12 years. When
changes happen, 1 promise you
I will work on your behalf to en-
sure your needs and concerns are
voiced and considered. Thank you
for your trust in me. I am honored
to serve you,” stated Mayor Harris.

The Carroll Valley Borough
Council had three four-year po-
sitions and one two-year position

open. The positions to be filled
were the seats occupied by David
Lillard, Ken Lundberg, Dan Pat-
ton and a two-year seat replac-
ing Janis Ashman, who resigned a
year ago. David Lillard was elect-
ed to the Council in January to
temporarily fill the position that
was vacated by Janis Ashman. He
was the only incumbent to run for
re-election. Results showed David
Lillard held the majority of votes,
336, (27.95 %) Robert Verde-
raime in second with 313 votes
(26.04%) and Richard Matthews
will fill the third seat with a to-
tal of 274 votes (22.80 %). Jared
Huster, with a vote of 381, will fill
the seat for the two-year term on
the Borough Council.

In Liberty Township, one seat
for Township Supervisor was up
for election. This seat was occu-
pied by Walter Barlow, who chose
to run for re-election against new-
comer, Vincent Gee. The vote was
a close one, but Barlow received
the majority, 229 (54.14 %) and
Gee garnered 191 votes (45.15
%).

Supervisors are elected for six-
year terms in Liberty Township.
There are 947 registered voters in
the Township, and close to half of

those residents voted in this elec-

tion. This is a vast increase
in votes cast from years
past for similar elections.
In 2013, only 197 votes
were cast, and in 2015,
numbers dropped to 173
That makes this

year’s 427 votes more than

votes.

double what they were
over the past several years.
This was a much-antic-
ipated election for the
Township; residents filled
the parking lot through-
out the day to cast their
vote.

In Hamiltonban Town-
ship, two Supervisor seats
were open; those held by
Coleen Reamer and Rob-
ert Gordon. Both Reamer and
Gordon ran for re-election for
the six-year term seats. Contest-
ing the incumbents were David
Bradley Martin and Edward Fitz-
gerald. Martin received the high-
est number of votes, 255 (31.14

Mayor Ron Harris won his fourth term
as Mayor of Carroll Valley Borough
garnering 97% of the votes.

%) and Gordon pulled 236 votes
(28.82%).

There are 1,471 registered vot-
ers in Hamiltonban Township,
and only 437 votes were cast. This
is representative of barely one-
third of residents in the Township.
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On November 10, U.S. Congressman Andy Harris (center), who represents Taneytown,
paid a visit to the Taney Corporation. Jeff Glass (left) led the tour of the facility, proudly
showing the cutting edge technology utilized by the Taney Corporation that has made them
one of the top producers of both regular and custom stairs in the U.S.

Town split on warranty partnership

!, I he Emmitsburg Board of Com-

missioners held a special pub-
lic meeting, to learn more about the
potential partnership with Utility Ser-
vice Partners (USP). Residents were
invited to attend, but only one mem-
ber of the Emmitsburg community
was present.

A potential warranty partnership
with USP was first presented and dis-
cussed in July. The program is aimed
at addressing the public policy issue of
aging infrastructure for homeowners.
The homeowners’ portion of infra-
structure maintenance is often over-
looked, as many communities look
at primarily maintaining public infra-
structure. By utilizing this program,
USP would partner with the town to
make the program voluntarily avail-
able to all residents in Emmitsburg.
The program would provide home-
owners with an optional warranty on
external water lines, external sewer
lines and in-home plumbing,

The program offers three prod-
ucts for homeowners, however, those
interested in participating would not
be obligated to sign up for all three,
but can pick and choose which prod-
ucts they want. The external sewer
line warranty costs $7.75 per month;
the external water line product costs
$5.75 per month; and the in-home
plumbing product costs  $9.99
per month. Residents wouldnt be
required to commit for any particular
length of dme, as there is no annual
contract.

As discussed, anything that
impedes the sewer, water or plumb-
ing lines is susceptible for repair.
Under the warranty, up to $8,500
would be given toward each exter-
nal incident and every individual
repair. For any in-home plumbing
repair, the warranty will cover up to
$3,000 per repair incident. There is
no annual or lifetime limit on the
number of repairs a homeowner

may have, and there are no deduct-
ibles or service fees. This company
also utilizes local plumbers who
make it through a rigorous vetting
process, ensuring customers receive
the best contractors.

The potential for possible litiga-
tion down the road worries Commis-
sioner Tim O’Donnell and Commis-
sioner Joe Ritz. The warranty is only
made available to residents if the town
chooses to partner with the company,
providing an endorsement of the
product. Commissioner O’Donnell
mentioned that he’s not sure if there is
any value in the town endorsing a sin-
gle product because the town will be
drawn into the consequences no mat-
ter what the outcome may be. If ser-
vice is unsatisfactory for residents, the
town may receive backlash as a con-
sequence of “endorsing” this one war-
ranty provider. “This service is a ben-
efit to the community but not in this
format,” noted O’Donnell. There are
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other companies out there that pro-
vide similar services, but dont require
an endorsement by the town. Endors-
ing this product could lead to prob-
lems down the line.

However, Commissioner Clifford
Sweeney believes this could be a very
beneficial product for residents who
may not be able to afford costly sewer
and water repairs. It may also be ben-
eficial for many, as many homeown-
ers insurance companies dont cover
these types of repairs; instead they
focus primarily on property damage

incurred as a result of plumbing inci-

dents. Plus, other small, local towns
including Thurmont and Taneytown
already utilize the program.

No official decision has been
made, and the Board currently
seems to be split. Town staff has
received several emails and phone
calls from residents voicing interest
in the partnership thus far. A vote
will be taken on this item during
the December 5 Town meeting.
Town Manager Cathy Willets will
have the town Attorney look over
the documents and provide com-
ments on any concerns he may see.

Emmitsburg news-briefs . . .

VHC orders new ambulance

The Vigilant Hose Company
(VHC) in partnership with the
Emmitsburg Volunteer Ambulance

Company (EVAC) is excited to be
progressing with the merger of the
two emergency service organiza-
tions. Recently, with the support
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of EVAC, the VHC signed a con-
tract to purchase a brand new 2018
F-550 Road Rescue Ultramedic
Ambulance.

This unit, to be designated as
Ambulance 69, will feature sev-
eral state of the art items includ-
ing; 100% wood-free construction,
all-aluminum interior, Road Res-
cue CoolBar HVAC, full custom-
ized exterior and interior layouts for
customer specific needs, interior and
exterior camera monitoring, LED
warning and ground lighting in the
lower crash rail as well as many other
features.

The men and women of the VHC
are excited to see the progress of
AG9’s build and expect the ambu-
lance to be delivered Spring 2018.

Another town business closes

Emmitsburg has just recently lost
two business, Tahiti Sun, which
was located at the Silo Hill shop-
ping plaza, and Antiques Folly,
which was located on the square

next to PNC Bank.

The closure of Tahiti Sun makes
Salon Soleil, located in Thurmont,
the only exclusively tanning, tanning
salon in northern Frederick County.
Salon Soleil owner, Cindy Waynant,
now offers spray tans, in addition to
the normal tanning beds and is open
seven days a week.

Council endorses new bike trails
During the November 6 Emmits-
burg Town meeting, the Board of
Commissioners  President, Tim
O’Donnell, presented the Board
with some information regarding
the possibility of a new bike trail in
the area.

During the Frederick County Plan-
ning Commission Bicycling and
Pedestrian Comprehensive Plan meet-
ing, the project consisting of a new
biking trail connecting Emmitsburg to
Frederick city and the C & O Canal
on the Gettysburg side, was discussed.
The Commission already supports
the Emmitsburg town and Mount
St. Mary’s University connection bike
trail, which is currently experiencing a
snag in funding, and sees potential for
an additional trail linking Emmitsburg

to its surrounding areas.

The new trail connection was
voted upon this past spring by the
Maryland State Highway Depart-
ment of Natural Resources as a pri-
ority item and actually received the
number one priority slot. Link-
ing Emmitsburg to Gettysburg and
Frederick city, as O’Donnell stated,
could have many benefits. It could
promote tourism, promote a healthy
lifestyle choice and could be eco-
nomically beneficial for Emmits-
burg.

O’Donnell is in the process of put-
ting a letter together asking that the
connection be mentioned between
Emmitsburg, Frederick city and the
canal. The more Emmitsburg “pro-
motes” the idea, hopefully the bet-
ter the chances that the project be
seen as a higher priority, especially
since the new trail would align with
Fel-
low Commissioners agreed that this

town-university —connection.

could be a great project for the town,
if it comes to fruition, and agreed
to endorse it. O’Donnell will bring
additional information to the Board
during the December 5 meeting,
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Land Conservancy preserves 60 acres in Liberty Township

I < en and Connie Farabaugh re-

ently preserved 60 acres of
their land along Middle Creek in
Liberty Township with the help of
the Land Conservancy of Adams
County.

The couple bought their home
on Bullfrog Road 30 years ago—for
the second time. They had first pur-
chased the property in 1974, then
sold it in 1979 when Ken was trans-
ferred to Harrisburg, only to buy it
back eight years later when he re-
turned t Gettysburg for good as
an advisor with Prudential Financial
Planning Services.

The whole story of this proper-
ty starts long before that - over 250

years ago. The Farabaughs’ prop-
erty was among lands purchased
from the Iroquois in the early 1700s
by the family of William Penn. In
1741 Thomas Penn ordered a sur-
vey of what was then called the
Manor of Maske, an area of land six
miles wide by twelve miles long in
the center of what would later be-
come Adams County. His aim was
to sell the land to Scots-Irish settlers
moving into the area. This particu-
lar tract was on the western edge of
the Manor of Maske. Records show
that it was part of 194 acres deed-
ed to Samuel Gettys, and that it was

surveyed and warranted in 1765.
In 1963, when Charles and Anita

Rist of Towson, Maryland, began buy-
ing property in Adams County, primar-
ily in Liberty and Hamiltonban town-
ships, they aimed to create a planned
community called “Charnita,” a name
derived from their two first names.

By the time the Farabaughs re-ac-
quired their home in 1987, it was
clear that many of the half-acre
building lots in their area of the
poorly planned Charnita develop-
ment could not support develop-
ment. A few months after buying
back their home, they bought two
small neighboring parcels, the first
of many they would purchase in the
years following. They have since cob-
bled together more than 60 acres of

woodland surrounding a picturesque
stretch of Middle Creek and their re-
stored historic home.

“Whenever I bought one of the
Charnita lots, I told the sellers that
my objective was to have the land
go into the Land Conservancy,” said
Ken Farabaugh. “We may be the
landowners right now, but the house
was built in the 1760s—we're real-
ly just temporary caretakers. I didn'
want to see anything happen to this
land down the road when somebody
would get some idea about develop-
ing it. You don't know whats going
to happen in the future.”

From the Iroquois to the Scots-
Irish setders, from the hapless Char-

nita development and the many
owners of its useless lots, and even-
tually to the careful stewardship of
Ken and Connie Farabaugh, these
60 acres have a rich and varied his-
tory dating back to the 18" century.
And thanks to the Farabaughs' de-
cades-long commitment to rebuild-
ing this part of Penn’s Woods in their
back yard, the land is protected from
development forever.

The Land Conservancy of Ad-
ams County is an accredited, mem-
ber-supported nonprofic land trust
dedicated to preserving the rural lands
and character of Adams County. For
more information about the Land
Conservancy, visit LCACnet.org.

Fairfield area news-briefs . . .

Liberty Township considers
Citizen’s Committee

Liberty Township will be voting
again on an ordinance to form a Cit-
izen’s Committee after the vote tied
during the November 14 Board of
Supervisor's meeting. As explained
by Supervisor Robert Jackson, the
first task of the Citizen’s Commit-
tee would be to review the $35 sep-
tic letter fee currently held by the
township. Liberty Township’s fee is
the highest in Adams County. Oth-
er municipality’s fees range from $10
- $20. The Committee would con-
sist of three to five residents who
would be responsible for researching
the septic fee, deliberating, and pro-
viding an objective recommendation
for the Supervisors to vote on.

The concept of forming a Cit-
izen’s Committee received some
backlash during the meeting, as
resident Cindy Arentz questioned
the necessity of forming this group.
Arentz stated that the “group as a
whole can provide feedback, why
elect a small group of people to do
your job and disregard the opinion
of the community as a whole?” As

noted by Jackson, the group would

simply provide a recommendation,
which would be brought to the Su-
pervisor's monthly meetings, to be
further discussed and presented to
the rest of the community, before
taking a vote.

The ordinance was tabled until
the December meeting, after receiv-
ing a tied vote with Supervisor John
Bostek absent.

Townships choose

Parks Garbage Service

Townships in southwest Adams
County, including Hamiltonban
Township, Carroll Valley Borough
and Liberty Township voted to con-
tinue their municipal solid waste
contract with Parks Garbage Service.
Parks Garbage was not the lowest
bidder, but after reviewing the lowest
bid, from Advanced Disposal, it was
determined that they were the lowest
responsible bidder.

All three municipalities chose
Option 2, which included quarter-
ly electronic device recycling in ad-
dition to the usual biweekly recy-
cling and large item pick-up. The
electronic device recycling only
costs residents as additional $3 per

month, costing residents $215 per
year per household. This contract
will be in effect for three years with
a one-year renewal at no addition-
al cost.

Borough Park proposed

as no-smoking area

During the November 14 Car-
roll Valley Borough Council meet-
ing, Council members voted to ad-
vertise the elimination of tobacco
products in all Borough Parks. Re-
cently, the Adams County Library
System partnered with an orga-
nization called the Young Lungs
at Play Initiative to designate the
Adams County libraries as smok-
ing-free zones. Carroll Valley pro-
poses they follow suit and do the
same.

The ordinance, as proposed,
would establish all Carroll Valley
parks as tobacco-free zones, includ-
ing electronic smoking devices. The
Young Lungs at Play Initiative will
provide all signage free of charge
if Carroll Valley decides to partner
with them. The ordinance will be of-
ficially voted upon during the De-

cember Town Council meeting,

On October 30, the Penn-
sylvania Legislature passed
Act 42 of 2017, thereby creat-
ing a new Category 4 Licensed
facility referred to as “mini-casi-
nos.” “Mini casinos” are defined
as having between 300 and 750
slot machines and table games.
The Legislature authorized up
to ten of these facilities, which
can be owned and operated by
any business that holds a Cat-
egory 1, 2, or 3 casino license.
These casinos are to operate no
fewer than 25 miles from estab-
lished casinos.

Within the Act, it is men-
tioned that municipalities have
the option to prohibit the lo-
cation of a Category 4 Casino
within their boundaries. How-
ever, municipalities only have
until December 31, 2017 to
take action. Any municipality
that wishes to opt out of the ca-
sinos must pass a resolution de-
claring their intent to prohib-

Municipalities to opt out of new casino act

it Category 4 “mini-casinos.” This
resolution must then be delivered
to the Pennsylvania Gaming Con-
trol Board by no later than De-
cember 31. If a resolution is deliv-
ered after this date, it will not be
considered.

Opting out of the “mini casi-
nos” right now gives the town-
ship the option to say no in the
future. If a township chooses to
opt out now, they may, in the fu-
ture, choose to opt back in by re-
scinding the original prohibition.
However, once the resolution has
been rescinded, a municipality
loses its authority to prohibit fu-
ture Category 4 Casinos. If a mu-
nicipality chooses not to prohib-
it the casinos now, they will have
no leverage in the future if a ca-
sino is brought to the Township.

Seeing this as a high prior-
ity item, since the due date is
fast approaching, Hamiltonban
Township will be holding a pub-

lic hearing on December 5 to dis-

cuss this matter and asks that
residents attend to share their
opinion with the Board be-
fore they make a final deci-
sion. Carroll Valley Borough
and Liberty Township also dis-
cussed the Legislature, and will
be bringing a resolution back
to their respective meetings in
December to vote on.

No tax increase for

Carroll Valley

Carroll Valley Borough staff was
pleased to announce that there is no
projected tax increase in the proposed
2018 budget. However, Council pro-
poses an increase in the police chief
salary as well as the Assistant Secre-
tarys salary. The increase for the Po-
lice Chief would be $5,981 and the in-
crease for the Assistant Secretary would
be $1,500. These numbers are based
upon averages seen among surround-
ing municipalities to bring the Bor-
ough more in line with average salaries
for the respective positions.

The proposed budget for Ham-
iltonban Township, however, may
include a tax increase. In order to
pay for the replacement of Hicko-

ry Bridge road, new radios for the
trucks, new mower and equipment
repairs, the township would have
to dip into the Capital Reserves ac-
count or raise taxes.

Supervisor Luann Dille proposed
a $% million tax increase instead of
continuing to use the township’s sav-
ings. The tax increase would mean
approximately $50 additionally each
resident would have to pay each year.
As Supervisor Chairman Bob Gor-
don noted, Hamiltonban Township
hasn' increased taxes in twelve years.
This increase would provide approx-
imately $61,000 more to the Town-
ship’s budget, which would be used to
help pay for some of the projects next
year. This item is still being discussed;
no final action has been taken.
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Railroad bridge rehabilitation moves forward

uring the November 21 town
meeting, Thurmont Commis-
sioners were presented with the results
from the survey for the rehabilitation
of the Maryland-Midland Railroad
Bridge on North Church Street
Members of the Town have been
talking about making improve-
ments to the bridge for many years,
and agreed that it would coincide as
part of Main Street improvements. A
painted bridge could be a potential
attraction to get more people to vis-
it Thurmont. The bridge, which has
been in place since 1936, is in need
of some desperate aesthetic improve-

ments, as many view the bridge now
as the town'’s biggest eye sore. For start-
ers, the bridge needs to be painted.

A committee was formed during
the summer consisting of persons in-
terested in thinking of ideas and mak-
ing recommendations for this proj-
ect. The committee decided to place
a survey online to gauge Thurmont
residents’ opinions on the project.
The survey was online from July 20
through October 30 and a total of
354 online responses were polled and
147 emails were received. 264 of the
online surveys were from residents
of Thurmont; the remaining sur-

veys were mainly from surrounding
towns. Commissioner Burns noted
that the community gave some very
positive feedback and really appreciat-
ed the survey as a way for asking for
public’s input on a town project. Sur-
veys of a similar nature may be used
in the future.

The survey showed an overwhelm-
ing response from the public that the
bridge is in need of being repaired or
refurbished. When asked about the
preference for the overall appearance
and design of the bridge, the public
expressed that they would prefer the
bridge to be painted black or a neutral

color with Thurmont lettering add-
ed on the panels. It was also preferred
that the abutments not be just plain-
ly painted, but instead include a stone
or faux stone application or murals. In
addition, the committee also looked
into installing LED color changing
lights on the underside of the bridge.
When the committee looked into
the potential cost for refurbishing the
bridge, they were provided with an es-
timated $100,000 cost to paint the
bridge. This cost wouldnt include
engineering costs or the cost to hire
someone to control traffic while the

bridge is being painted. The commit-

tee also talked about doing the project
in house, by volunteers.

Another committee member also
mentioned that they could insert re-
movable panels in the bridge, which
could have lettering on them or murals.
This option will further be discussed at
a future meeting, In the meantime, the
committee will be looking at potential
grants and fundraising to help cover the
costs of some form of bridge beautifica-
tion. “Refurbishing this bridge will only
beautify the town,” said Commissioner
Burns. The town hopes, in the least, to
paint the bridge and repair the concrete
abutments.

Thurmont Business Bucks—a gift that keeps giving

W’hat does buying local mean
to you? When you make
a purchase from a locally owned
business, you are contributing to
a much larger picture, which ulti-
mately comes back to you through
the money multiplier.

The Small Business Admin-

istration states: “Out of every

$100 spent at local, independent
stores, $68 returns to the com-
munity. The same amount spent
at national chains results in only
$43 staying within community
borders.” This statistic equates to
a58% increase in the money mul-
tiplier for shopping at a locally
owned business versus a chain,

A ribbon cutting was held on November 4th for Red Canary Tat-
too who recently relocated across the street to a larger space.
Pictured here from left to right is Thurmont CAO Jim Humerick,
Mayor John Kinnaird, Rick Toms, proprietor of Red Canary Tat-
too, and Commissioner Marty Burns. Red Canary Tattoo is now
located at 2 North Carroll Street.
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and a locally owned restaurant
recirculates 67%, while big chain
restaurants return about 30%.
But, how does that affect you?
One of the direct benefits of
shopping local is the contribution
to the local tax base, which allows
more funds in the coffers for
improved roads, sidewalks, parks,
infrastructure, and local gov-
ernment services. Do you know
someone who is involved with a
non-profit organization, or who
has children or grandchildren in
school? That person may be you,
which means your organization
relies on donations from these
locally owned businesses in the
form of a check, gift certificate, or
products to sustain sponsorships
and fund-raising activities.
Additionally, when you shop
at a locally owned business you
will receive a personal touch from
employees and often the owner of
the business. Locally owned busi-
nesses garner another advantage
because the owner knows the prod-
ucts or services needed by the com-
munity, and understands how to
be responsive to the needs of the
community while also being able
to serve you on an individual basis.
When you shop at locally
owned businesses you are reduc-
ing the carbon footprint by trav-
elling less miles, and the busi-
ness owner is also making more
local purchases, thereby reduc-
ing their travelled miles. Locally
owned businesses are also cogni-
zant of purchasing more echo-
friendly products because of their

personal investment in the com-
munity, which therefore creates a
more sustainable community.

So, how can you make a dif-
ference this year? Purchase Thur-
mont Business Bucks for gift giv-
ing! Thurmont Business Bucks is
a gift certificate program that is
available in $25 and $50 gift cer-
tificate increments. The gift certif-
icates can be used at more than 30
locally owned businesses in Thur-
mont and are sold at the Thur-
mont Town Office located at 615
East Main Street.

When you purchase a Thur-
mont Bucks Gift Certificate, it
comes complete with a book-
let that lists all participating
merchants with a description,

location, and all pertinent infor-
mation about the business. Thur-
mont Business Bucks provides an
incentive to keep local bucks in
the community, while maintain-
ing the convenience of not having
to leave town to purchase a gift.
Plus, Thurmont Business Bucks
are for sale all year long.

Take the time to shop your
locally owned businesses and
make a difference by increasing
the money multiplier and support-
ing your local tax base, non-profit
organizations, and schools. When
you are trying to figure out gift giv-
ing for loved ones, or eating out,
working out, or getting your car
serviced, remember your locally
owned businesses all year long!

ichard Kanode has donat-
d over 180 acres of farmland
along Stevens Road in Thurmont
to Frederick County Government.
The land will be bequeathed by Mr.
Kanode to be set apart as an agricul-
tural and equestrian public park ad-
ministered by the Frederick Coun-
ty Division of Parks and Recreation.
“I'am honored to accept this very
generous gift of valuable farmland
from Mr. Kanode that will benefit
Frederick County residents for years
to come, especially those who love
agriculture and horses,” comment-
ed Executive Jan Gardner. “His
legacy will live on and contribute
greatly toward the bright future of
our community.”

The Division of Parks and Recre-

Land donated for new equestrian park

ation will develop educational and
recreational programming for visi-
tors to the park, which will be named
the Richard W. Kanode Farm Park.

“Because of Mr. Kanodes™ gener-
osity, children and adults of all ages
will be able to enjoy this amazing
property and learn about the im-
portance of agriculture in our com-
munity for years to come. The Di-
vision of Parks and Recreation is
delighted to receive such a generous
gift,” said Division Director Jeremy
Kortright

M. Kanode also created a park
endowment fund of $1 million
through the Community Founda-
tion of Frederick County for the
operations and maintenance of the

buildings and property in the farm.
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100 YEARS AGO THIS MONTH

December 1917

December 7

Christmas Decorations

The windows of the local stores have
already been decorated for Christ-
mas. Suggested gifts, children’s toys
and tree trimmings are very promi-
nent at the special season of the year.
All the storekeepers and businessmen
in Emmitsburg have decorated ex-
tensively and their places of business
present a beautiful spectacle.

Butchering Time

In Emmitsburg

Quite a number of Emmitsburg-
ians have taken advantage of the
fine weather and are doing this
years butchery. Some very fine
porkers have been recorded. On
Thursday, Thanksgiving Day, Mr.
Frank Kelly killed two immense
hogs that brought down the scales
at 752 pounds.

The Red Cross Rally

Last evening, the Red Cross rally,
announced last week, was held in
the public school auditorium, the
Rev. Hensley presided. Judge Hum-
mand Urner of Frederick, the speak-
er of the evening, made a patriotic
address outlining the splendid ac-
tivities of the various organizations
aiding the government and the war
and urged increased membership in
the local unit of the American Red
Cross. It is reported that fourteen
joined the local organization last
night, bringing the membership in
Emmitsburg to 28.

Christmas Savings Checks

To Be Mailed Monday

Members of the Christmas savings
club of the Emmitsburg savings
bank will receive $11,000 in the
form of prettily decorated checks
on Monday of next week, the sum
being about $2,000 in excess of
last year’s club. The Christmas club
idea, being a purely local one, actu-
ates all of this money going to the
people of the immediate commu-
nity, and a good deal of it makes
its way into the coffers of the lo-
cal merchants, stimulating holiday
buying as perhaps nothing else will.
Next year’s club promises to be big-
ger than ever. Cars may be taken out

now. As soon as the original supply
is exhausted the club will be closed.

December 14

Local Men Busy

Filling Ice House

Messts. Isaac Annan, Joseph Hoke
and others are busily engaged in fill-
ing their icehouses. The ice on Tom’s
Creek is reported to be about 5 3/4
inches in thickness.

Work Stops On

Account Of Weather

Owing to the fall in temperature on
Saturday; the work laying the concrete
roadway on Gettysburg Street had
to be abandoned until the snow has
melted and warmer weather sets in.
On Monday night, the temperature
dropped to 6 degrees. Starting Friday
night and continuing all day Saturday,
snow fell to a depth of about 6 inch-
es. On Saturday, the first sleighs of the
season put in their appearance and
from all reports the roads in the vi-
cinity of Emmitsburg must be in fine
condition for sleighing,

Notice To Movie Patrons

Why not take a sleigh ride to Thur-
mont on Saturday and stop to see the
celebrated comedian Mr. George M.
Cohan in the play entitled “Seven
Keys To Baldpate” at the Gem The-
ater? Mr. Cohan, better known as the
Yankee Doodle Boy; is a famous pa-
triotic songwriter of the present time.
Admission is $.10.

Send Your Soldiers

Lucky Strike Cigarettes

Send your soldier boy a box of ciga-
rettes for Christmas. There is noth-
ing better for his health then Lucky
Strike cigarettes. Each box contains
twelve packs ready for mailing at
Matthew store. For under a dollar a
box, you can send him a present he
will treasure.

December 21

Woman’s Auxiliary Association

The women’s Auxiliary Association
of the Defense League has made 42
sweaters and sent 40 of them to the
men in the service from the Em-
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mitsburg district. Two were sent to
men from across the line in Adams
County. This auxiliary had also knit
a number of helmets, scarves and

stockings for the boys.

Boozer’s Send Booze To Troops

In response to last week’s notice en-
couraging people to send cigarettes
to the boys oversees, the Former For-
mer Boozers collected and pack-
aged ‘hooch’ for the troops in hopes
of getting it to them by New Years.
“There is no better way to ward off
the effects of cold weather than a
smoke and a good drink.” Said Dan
Shorb, President of the Boozers. “We
owe it to our boys to make sure they
are well provisioned to withstand
the weather on the front.” As if to
prove their point, during Wednes-
day’s near record cold, the Boozer's
imbibed heavily as they packaged the
booze for the troops — resuldng in
more being consumed here then be-
ing shipped ‘Over There.’

Runaway Results

In Broken Arm

While returning from Emmitsburg
on Tuesday, Mrs. Charles Wager-
man of Annandale had the misfor-
tune to fracture her right forearm
at the wrist. The horse Mrs. Wager-
man was driving became frightened
in the harness and caused the animal
to kick, thus upsetting the sleigh, and
throwing the occupants in the snow.
In this way, Mrs. Wagerman received
her injuries.

Black Trench Bird

Last week Mr. Joseph Bishop of this
place received from a friend in Jeru-
salem a black Trench Bird, or Turkish
carrier pigeon, taken from a captured
Turkish officer. The bird - present-
ed to the Chronicle Museum by Mr.
Bishop - had under its wing at the
time of its capture a note, and cipher,
and the signed order for one million
packs of Turkish Trophy cigarettes.
Being a little under the weather at the
time of his arrival in Emmitsburg, the
“pigeon” was put on a diet and is now
undergoing medical treatment at the
veterinary offices of Dr. Brokaw.

Dividend Notice

At the meeting of the Board of Direc-
tors of the Emmitsburg Savings Bank,
the regular semiannual dividend of 3

1/2 percent was declared, payable on

Sleigh races were a familiar sight in the streets of Emmitsburg and
surrounding towns after snows in the early 1900s. Lack of snow removal
equipment made roads nearly impassable for ill-equipped cars.

and after January 2. As usual, checks
will be mailed to stockholders.

Shooting Match At Motters

On Monday, December 24, Rory
Sharrer will hold a shooting match
at Motters. Prizes offered will include
buggy harness, turkeys, geese, ducks
and chickens. Take home a turkey

for Christmas.

December 28

Many Christmas

Trees On Display

In many of the homes of Emmitsburg
there are some very beautiful Christ-
mas trees on display. These trees add
greatly to the holiday spirit that pre-
vails. Many of the younger set of boys
and girls have greatly indulged in the
spirit of Christmas by costuming in
various styles and parading the streets,
visiting neighbors and friends.

Winter Sports

The recent decrease in the tempera-
ture has caused the smaller streams
and ponds in the vicinity to freeze
over sufficiently so as to give pleasure
to many of the boys and girls who
enjoy skating. Each day this week,
parties were held and were thorough-
ly enjoyed by all present. Our local
icy pavements afford many unusual
opportunities to those wishing to be-
come proficient in the fascinating art

of tumbling, hand springing etc. and
the experimental lessons in astrono-
my are not to be considered a small
item. We will, in all probability, have

this form of amusement until spring.

Dr. Softon Will

Give Up Practice

Owing to failing health, Dr. Softon
of Fairmont, who for a number of
years made weekly visits to Emmits-
burg, has announced that he will dis-
continue his practice in this place. It
is with deep regret that he makes the
statement and hopes that soon an-
other Dentist will take up the work
he is leaving. Dr. Softon’s many pa-
trons will be sorry to hear of his giv-
ing up the practice that he has so suc-
cessfully carried on.

Christmas Play

On Friday afternoon, before a large and
appreciative audience, the pupils of St
Fuphemias parochial school presented
the Christmas play entitled “Birds Christ-
mas Carol” in three acts. The young am-
ateurs displayed much talent, each and
every member of the cast deserving the
highest praise. The stage, in which many
of the younger children took part was
beaudifully arranged and represented the
reward of the generous and noble-heart-

ed to the poor and the needy.

10 read past editions of 100 Year Ago
this Month, visit the History section of
Emmitsburg.net.
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FROM THE DESK OF ...

County Council President Bud Otis

eflecting on this year, it may
e nice to see what your leg-
islative branch has done. Here is
an update on the Bills passed by
the County Council in 2017 start-
ing with them in order (we've also
processed through Bills which did
not pass, so that is why some Bill
numbers are not included in this
listing of enacted legislation):

e Bill 17-02 Re-allocation of
Recordation Tax Revenues
(Vote 7-0);

* Bill 17-03 General Obligation
Bond Authorization (Vote 6-1
with Councilmember (CM)
Shreve against);

e Bill 17-04 Farm Distilleries
and Tasting Rooms, and Lim-
ited Farm Brewery, Distillery
and Winery Tasting Rooms
(Vote 5-2 with CM Donald
and myself voting against);

e Bill 17-06 Amendment to
Frederick County Code,
Chapter 1-7-1 Ethics (Vote
4-3 with CMs Chmelik, De-
lauter and Shreve against);

e Bill 17-07 Solar Facilities and
Floating Zones (Vote 4-2 with
CMs Chmelik and Shreve
against, CM Delauter absent);

* Bill 17-08 Zoning Map
Amendments During Election
Year (Vote 4-3 with CMs Ch-
melik, Delauter and Shreve
against);

* Bill 17-09 Dog Tethering Law
(Vote 4-2 with CMs Chmelik
and Shreve against, CM De-
lauter absent);

e Bill 17-10 Continuation of
the Payment in Lieu Option
for Moderately Priced Dwell-
ing Units and Adjustment to
the Payment Amount (Vote
5-2 with CMs Delauter and
Shreve against);

* Bill 17-11 Antique, Artisan and
Craft Shops in the Limited In-
dustrial District (Vote 7-0);

e Bill 17-12 Revisions to the
Frederick County Employee
Retirement Plan (Vote 7-0).

As of the writing of this article,
we are in the process of promul-
gating three bills for County Exec-
utive (CE) Gardner and three ad-
ditional Council Bills.

On behalf of the administra-
tion, CE Gardner’s Bills regard the
following:

* Development Rights and Re-
sponsibilities Agreements

(DRRAs);

e Forest Resource Ordinance (FRO)

* Adequate Public Facilities
-Adjustment of School Con-
struction Fees.

Council Bills include:

e Bill 17-14 Location of Recre-
ational Amenities and Facili-
ties Within Planned Unit De-
velopments and Mixed Use
Developments;

e Bill 17-15 Limited Wood
Waste Recycling in the Gen-
eral Commercial Zone; and fi-
nally,

e Bill 17-16 Veterans Advisory
Council.

In more detail about the Vet-
erans Advisory Council Bill, I
dropped legislation to support our
almost 18,000 Veterans here in
Frederick County. Here’s the link:
https://frederickcountymd.gov/
DocumentCenter/View/301170

This legislation will help me
fulfill a personal pledge to those
who have served our great nation
at the risk of their precious lives.
It creates a Frederick County Vet-
erans Advisory Council (VAC)
which will be structured with 13
VAC members and three main

goals: collaborate with Veterans
and their advocates, to provide
links to federal, state, local and
some non-profit services along
with a monthly bulletin to keep
updated communications with
This “One Stop
Shop” approach will include in-

our Veterans.

formation and job links, employ-
ment services, suicide prevention,
PTSD and other counseling, Vet-
eran benefits, Veteran Service Or-
ganizations, education, health ser-
vices, readjustment programs and
more. We owe them what they've
earned and I'm proud of this ef-
fort to support our veterans.

I invite you to come out to
speak on December 5th at the 7
pm public hearing here at Win-
chester Hall on the Veterans Ad-
visory Council Bill. If you can
make it in person, please email
the Council with your thoughts
at  CouncilMembers@frederick-
countymd.gov.  Your advocacy
will go a long way to get this Bill
passed. Thank you.

On a side note, the Frederick
County Veterans Treatment Court
held a monthly docket for Veter-

ans who were justice involved

starting in October of 2016 and
ran through September of 2017.
As I assisted in the start-up of this
worthy program which involved
the Frederick County Court sys-
tem, the Veterans Administration,
our health department, a number
of non-profits, Veteran pro-bono
attorneys and local business men,
it is hoped that it will be off hia-
tus status and be reinvigorated un-
der Judge Julie Solt in early 2018.
As a Council we also passed
26 Resolutions and 6 Ordi-
nances, mainly Water and Sew-
er Amendments, Rezoning Cases
and the annual budget. If youd
like details on any of the legisla-
tion noted above, please go to this
link:  hetps://frederickcountymd.
gov/591/County-Council or sim-
ply “Google” Frederick County
Council and click on the left col-
umn what youd like to view.
Looking forward to 2018 I will
continue to assist our residents,
learn about even more facets of
this county, visit with many peo-
ple to hear their thoughts and
concerns, attend various com-
mittee meetings and many oth-
er events. I'm here to listen and
available at 301-600-1101, BO-
tis@frederickcountymd.gov.

It is a real honor to serve you.

Taneytown Mayor James McCarron

But the angel said to them, “Do not
be afraid. 1 bring you good news that
will cause grear joy for all the peo-
ple. 11 Today in the rown of Da-
vid a Savior has been born to you;
he is the Messiah, the Lovd. 12 This
will be a sign to you: You will find a
baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a
manger.”—(Lk 1:10-12) NIV

En writing these comments a litde
ore than a week before Thanksgiv-
ing. This year Myra and I will be expe-
tencing a change for the holiday. Tradi-
tionally, we have a house full of feasting
family and friends celebrating the joy
that is Thanksgiving Day. Most years
we gather at the beach. This year will

be different. We'll all be gathering at our
home here in Taneytown. Myra will
“cook the bird” and my daughter in law
will provide the crackers & gravy and
the fried oysters, my daughters will pro-
vide all the trimmings and my son in
law, Tony, I know will have something
special and there still will be plenty of
“feasting”. I can hardly wait!

By the time you read this though,
Thanksgiving will have come and gone.
Only a few weeks will remain undl the
Big Day. What joy this season brings to
our tired old world. . ...If we will only let
it. T guess that is quite a statement. Life
is full of choices. We choose our happi-
ness and I know of no other time, bet-
ter than Christmas time, to choose hap-

Jim Hatcher, Agent
101 Sdc Hil Road, Suile 2
Emmitsbueg, MID 21727
Bus: 3014476524
jimuhatcher vt slatetarm.com

075041

We all feel the same
commitrnent o care for our
families. Helping you meet
your insurance needs is part
of my commitment 1o you.
Like a good neighbor,
State Farm is there.

CALL ME TODAY.

» StateFarm-

State Farm, Home Oifice, Bloomingion, IL I

piness. The starkness of winter begins to
yield to the promise of spring. Days be-
gin, ever so slowly to lengthen. Amid
the winter bleakness we discover hope.
My wishes to you and your family this
Christmas season is that you'll find hap-
piness in your friends; your family, your
neighbors and all those you may meetin
this time of joy!

As is our tradition, the town will
“kick off” the Holiday Season with
the annual Lighting of the Christmas
Tree. The event will take place in front
of the police station on Saturday, De-
cember 2nd, beginning at 5:30. This
year's program will begin with a mov-
ing “luminary” celebradon remem-

bering all those who are struggling

Vil

with cancer. We will follow with the
tree lighting with the children’s choirs
from Runnymede & Taneytown Ele-
mentary schools singing your favorite
holiday carols. There will be free hot
chocolate, candy canes and maybe a
special visitor from the North Pole!
You dont want to miss this special
event. | hope to see you all there!
Your Mayor and City Council have
had a busy fall. The business of run-
ning the City never stops. When I look
back over the past few months, since I
last wrote you, I can see we have made
some real progress on things that will
affect us all.  Back in October several
members of the City Council and staff
attended Maryland Municipal League’s

lage Book &

Table Restauran

*BREAKFAST
#«LUNCH
{Ineluding Platters)

29 W. Main SL, Fairfield, PA

717-642-5650

TRISH ROWE REALTY 1ic
REALTORS WITH A HEART &

i Wishing you all @ very
Merry Christmas and «
Frosperous Happy New Uear

JEFF
KUYKENDALL
Realtor

28 E. Main Street, Fairfield, PA

ﬁ Office: T17-642-9400 Direct: T17-752-8148
Bs | jkreahor2 @gmail com

www. IrishRoweRealty.com

/
nf
Liconsed
in PA & MD

(MML) Eall Conference. I can testi-
fy it was one of the best I can remem-
ber. The topics were timely and the net-
working unbeatable.

One of the main things Maryland’s
municipalities do at this conference is
to outline our legjslative agenda for the
coming General Assembly session (be-
ginning in January). You have heard
me go on for years about the need to
have the legislature restore the high-
way user revenues (HURs) the previ-
ous administration took away in order
to balance the State’s budget. These are
the funds earmarked to fix our roads.
We have made progtess but we seck to
restore a reliable formula of expected
funds. Without this, the benefit we re-
ceive from the transportation tax fund
is just a guess. Its hard to make plans
(& budgets) on just a guess. Resto-
ration of these funds is our priority leg-
islative item once again.

Please, as you see and talk with your
delegates/senator during the holiday
season, let them know how import-
ant these funds are to you City. Anoth-
er issue adopted by the MML mem-
bership addresses a new situation,
small cell (phone) towers. Technology
has changed and now cell phone car-
riers are planning to construct individ-
ual cell phone poles/towers along city
streets. Without regulation from the
City this could turn into quite a mess.
Our City has already begun to address
this, prior to the MML proposed legis-
lation. T will keep you informed about
this issue. In a special meeting, on No-
vember 1st, Council gathered to dis-
cuss “capital projects” the City will re-
quire in the future. The needs are
overwhelming. We will continue to
evaluate and prioritize.

Merry Christmas! Happy Hanu-
kah! And a most prosperous New Year
from: Your Mayor and City Coun-
cil and the entire City’s Staff. We are

proud to serve you!
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GOVERNMENT—SOUTH OF THE MASON-DIXON LINE

County Executive Jan Gardner

Aiay in the life as County Execu-
ive is always interesting and al-
ways different. My days often include
experiences that are fascinating, chal-
lenging, and sometimes even inspiring

Take for instance, Friday, Novem-
ber 17%. T began the day speaking to
a class of participants in the Leader-
ship Frederick program sponsored
by the Frederick County Chamber
of Commerce. The topic was job cre-
ation and economic development.
These future leaders asked interest-
ing questions and thought it was im-
portant that we have jobs for people
with all kinds of different interests and
skill levels. They also recognized the
importance of maintaining our high
quality of life with great schools and
a diversity of parks, recreational and
cultural opportunities to attract peo-
ple. More amazing, they wanted to
make sure Frederick County is a great
place to retire. Leadership Freder-
ick is building the bench with a great
group of future business, communi-
ty and political leaders. These individ-
uals will ensure our future economic
prosperity.

After a couple hours of office work,
I then traveled to Brunswick to con-
gratulate the Smoketown Rotary on
their formation as a satellite club of

the Rotary Club of Carroll Creck.
This currendy small but energet-
ic group of Rotarians are committed
to investing their time and energy to
serve others and strengthen their com-
munity. Their motto is simple — ser-
vice above self. Wonderful!

I then traveled to AstraZeneca and
had a tour of their new expanded pro-
duction capabilities and heard about
two new products they recently li-
censed. Both are biologics with one
medicine addressing bladder cancer
and the other medicine for asthma.
The production facility is impressive,
high tech, and amazingly clean (lots
of rules for that purpose). Not only
has this expansion provided our com-
munity with new good paying jobs,
the work that is being done is helping
people to live longer and to live better.
We should be proud to have jobs in
our community that make such an in-
credible impact on public health.

Later in the evening, I attended the
40" anniversary celebration for the
Walkersville Rescue Company #24.
Many dedicated families and volun-
teers have been engaged for the en-
tirety of the 40 years of the compa-
ny. While a tremendous amount has
changed over four decades, the com-
mitment and dedication of the men

and women of the company remains
the same. The history of their first
ambulance covering most of the east-
ern side of the county north of MD
206 is pretty amazing too. I am most
impressed by the people who volun-
teer their time and get up from the
dinner table or out of a warm bed in
the middle of the night to help their
neighbor in need. Truly inspirational!
That same week also included a
meeting with the Frederick Coun-
ty delegation, where we had a pro-
ductive dialogue to advance stronger
ethics laws and to seek state funding
support for our schools, roads, Para-
transit, and legislation to support ag-
riculture. I also attended the annual
dinner meeting of the Community
Foundation which included recog-
nizing three outstanding community
volunteers with Wertheimer Awards
for dedicated service to others. Rae
Ann Buder was recognized for her
work to improve the lives of seniors;
Dan Campbell for his volunteerism
with Mission of Mercy and his dedi-
cation to help veterans; and the Youth
in Action award went to a high school
student, Vanessa Fox, for her work
with the Frederick Rescue Mission.
In addition to all of these events
and community activities, I am busy

at work making sure the county pro-
vides stellar services to the citizens of
Frederick County. This is made pos-
sible due to the hard work and dedi-
cation of our county employees — our
public servants. I am grateful for all
they do every day.

As we complete the third year of
charter government, we continue to
deliver exceptional results and pro-
vide open and honest government
for the citizens of Frederick Coun-
ty. Working with the county council,
we passed legislation to create a truly
independent process for appointing
members to our Ethics Commission.
Frederick County is leading the way
and we can all be proud that we are
the only county in Maryland with this
independent appointment process.

We are moving forward with new
schools, roads and bridges, a new
branch public library in Walkers-
ville, and a new fire station in Mid-
dletown. Best of all, we are advancing
these projects while living within our
means. We continue to leverage ev-
ery dollar to its best use and have not
raised property or income tax rates.

Our schools are leading the way
with innovation with the new Link-
ing Youth to New Experiences
(LYNX) program at Frederick High
School.  We have co-located Work-
force Services with the Community
College at the Monroe Center near

the fairgrounds. This collaboration
saves money and better serves indi-
viduals looking for work and retrain-
ing, and our employers who are seck-
ing new employees.

Frederick County has a thriving
economy with over 4,200 new jobs
over the past two years and an unem-
ployment rate of only 3.1%. We are
leading the way with the new collab-
orative business and innovation center
called ROOT at 118 N. Market St. in
Frederick. Our new technology busi-
ness incubator will help to take advan-
tage of job opportunities in IT and
technology. We visited over 100 busi-
nesses a few weeks ago as part of Busi-
ness Appreciaton Week and 100%
of our businesses said that Frederick
County is a great place to do business.

Frederick County is well managed
and delivering a high quality of life.

As we gather this holiday season,
I am grateful for the many blessings
we enjoy in Frederick County. I am
thankful for your generosity to each
other, for your hard work to ensure
a strong economy; and for the sense
of community and belonging that
comes from a community that works
together and cares. I am grateful to
live in Frederick County and to have
the incredible opportunity to serve
this community.

Wishing all of you the peace and
joy of the holiday.

Developer deals under review

rederick County Executive Jan

Gardner that agreements made
by the former Board of County
Commissioners do not provide re-
quired public benefits and she has
proposed legislation to correct this
problem in the future.

“The Development Rights and
Responsibilities Agreements are
supposed to provide public bene-
fits in exchange for limited secu-

rity for the developer,” Executive
Gardner commented. “Unfortu-
nately, citizens did not see their
interests reflected in the agree-
ments because the prior adminis-
tration made bad deals.”
Executive Gardner today shared
a newly compiled summary show-
ing that only two of the 14 con-
tracts signed with developers by
the last Board of County Com-

missioners included any public
benefits beyond what was required
by law. The citizens of Frederick
County did not receive any infra-
structure improvements or bene-
fits as a result of these agreements.
Officials gave away the county’s
legislative capability for up to 20
to 30 years, and froze some fees in
exchange for nothing.

According to a chart compiled

by the Frederick County Attorney’s
Office, in 12 out of the 14 cases,
developers were guaranteed the
right to build while schools are over-
crowded. The developments also
will not be impacted by any changes
in county laws or regulations for up
to 20 to 30 years. The chart shows
what was required through zoning
and the adequate public facilities
ordinance and compares them to
the benefits required by the devel-

opers agreements.

To protect the publics best
interest, Executive
Gardner recently submitted to the

County Council would limit the

legislation

use of these agreements to devel-
opments of 1,500 homes or larger,
limit the amount of time that
these contracts can offer guaran-
tees, require enhanced public ben-
efits and prohibit the freezing of
the fees.

The County Council has not yet
introduced the bill.

“We deserve better”

Justin M. Kiska

was visiting my parents in Walk-
ersville the other day and as I
was leaving and getting into my
car, there was a group of children
playing down the street. 1 heard
one of the little girls say, “Alright, if

you want to play hide and seek, raise
your hand.” A few kids raised their
hands. Then she said, “If you want to
play tag, raise your hand.” It's funny
how something as simple as a group
of children trying to decide what to
play struck me the way it did.

It occurred to me how the true
essence of our democracy has been
so ingrained in us that even litde chil-

dren understand — maybe not fully —
but know how important it is to vote.

Yet, the recent election in the City
of Frederick had a dismal turn out.
In a city with over 65,000 residents,
only a little more than 42,000 are
registered voters. Of that, just over
9,000 people went to the polls on
Election Day. We know how import-
ant voting is, yet each year it seems
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like less and less people show up to
cast their ballot.

What is causing this disinterest
in turning out to vote? Is it really
voter apathy? Do people hate “poli-
tics” that much? Are people just too
wrapped up in other things? Or s it
that were all looking for someone
better to vote for?

How often have you heard that
someone is voting for a particu-
lar candidate because “they are the
lesser of two evils?” Or even worse,
“the lesser of who cares.” How many
times has someone said, “All politi-
clans are the same?” Maybe its not
the politics but the people.

It's been a while since weve seen
true leaders stand up and inspire us
to be greater, to raise us up instead of
tear us down, to encourage and chal-
lenge us to be the best we can be.

Is this too much to ask for? Abso-
lutely not.

A true leader is someone with
visionary ideas who doesn’t want to
demonize their opponent, but work
with them to find common ground
and actually get things done. A true
leader won't just point out the prob-
lems we're facing and tell us how ter-
rible things are, but rather find ways
to move us forward. A true leader

can encourage a souring debate
about the issues without making
it personal and letting petty dif-
ferences and politics get in the
way of doing what's right. A true
leader needs to inspire and ener-
gize people and always see what
can be.

Maybe next year, with the state
and county elections, we can start
to change things. It will have to
be from the bottom up, but if we
demand that our candidates are
better and look for the individuals
that inspire us, maybe we'll see the
voter turnout numbers increase.

I've always been amazed by
Frederick Countys potendal.
Growing up here, I knew what
was possible. Thats why I came
back to Frederick after working
in Washington where I joined my
family in starting our company.

This is a community grounded
in its history but always look-
ing to its future. Thats why its so
important to elected leaders who
will encourage and enable the
county and its residents to thrive
as we continue further into the
21st Century.

The future is bright and we

need to embrace the possibilities.
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FROM THE DESK OF...

Carroll Valley Mayor Ron Harris

On October 27th, the Car-
roll Valley Recreation and
Parks Committee, in partnership
with Jarrell Studios and the sup-
port of many entities and volun-
teers, held Carroll Valley’s first
movie night advertised as “Movie
Under the Stars”
Hotel Transylvania. Prior to the
movie, a “Trunk or Treat” event
was held. Approximately 200 were
in attendance. It was so success-
ful that six more are being planned
for 2018. Thanks goes to Fairfield
Fire/EMS, Carroll Valley Police,
NEXTStep Martial Arts, Adams
County Library and the Diamond
Kings Baseball Travel Team. Spe-
cial thanks to the volunteers: Tim
Skoczen, Jeni and Jim Jarrell, Jes-
sica Kraft, Lori Kilenda, Josh Laird,
Kevan Taylor, Amanda Bell, Kathy
Beard, Hunter Paulus, Charlee and
Gayle Marthers. To see the pic-
tures, go to ronspictures.net or
type the website address in your

. The movie was

browser:  hteps://www.smugmug.
com/gallery/n-pgNVT3/.

I also had the opportunity to
attend the Veterans Breakfast held
on November 13th by the Fairfield
School District. Over 120 veter-
ans participated. Thanks goes out to
Superintendent Karen Kugler, school
staff and teachers, students, and Lib-
erty Mountain Resort. To see the pic-

tures, go to ronspictures.net.

On Tuesday, November 14th,
the Borough Council met and
approved the advertisement of the
proposed 2018 Budget. This action
made the proposed 2018 Budget
available for residents’ review prior
to its final adoption at the Decem-
ber 12th Council meeting. The
2018 Budget is the end-product
of a three-step review process over
a three-month period. The first
review was performed by the Bor-
ough Manager. The second review
was performed by the Finance
Committee. The third review was
performed by the Borough Coun-
cil with the Finance Committee
during their Budget Workshop.

The tentative budget is based on
a millage rate of 2.45 mills that is
24.5 cents on each one hundred
dollars of assessed valuation which
means there will be no Carroll Val-
ley Borough tax increase for 2018.
The distribution of the total tax
paid, approximately, breaks down
as follows: Carroll Valley is 14.50%,
Fire Tax is 1.48%, Adams County
is 23.19% and Fairfield School
District is 60.83%. For every $1
of taxes paid, approximately15¢ is
paid to Carroll Valley Borough for
services. The proposed 2018 bud-
get can be reviewed at the Borough
office or at www.carrollvalley.org

for the online version.

Sarah Skoczen, Council
President, received the Nobody’s
Cats 2017 Mar-
ley award. The Foundation is a
501©3 non-profit organization
that promotes the adoption of Trap
Neuter Return (TNR) as the pre-
ferred strategy for humanely sta-
bilizing and reducing free-roam-
ing domestic feline populations
in 15 south-central Pennsylvania
counties. This approach prevents
suffering among the cats, protects
public health, reduces stress on

our

Foundation’s

wildlife, and enables communi-
ties to redirect desperately needed
resources elsewhere. The annual
Marley award is given to recog-
nize an individual’s dedicated ser-
vice in the promotion of the TNR
program. Through Sarah’s leader-
ship and a colony of dedicated vol-
unteer caretakers, over 200 cats in
Carroll Valley have been trapped,
neutered and returned. She has set
an example with her “feet on the
ground” involvement. Sarah has
also become a valuable resource to
other communities such as Bend-
ersville and Fairfield. Congratu-
lations on your award. It is well
deserved.

The Carroll Valley Citizens
Association (CVCA) will be clos-

ing down at the end of this year

after 44 years (1973-2017) of ser-
vice to our Carroll Valley residents.
CVCA was incorporated under the
Membership Corporation Laws of
the Commonwealth of Pennsylva-
nia on May 3, 1973. The purpose
was to provide a community forum
for the consideration of social, cul-
tural, environmental, and govern-
ment affairs. When the Charnita,
(resort area development) went
bankrupt, CVCA played a major
role in the incorporation of the
Borough of Carroll Valley in 1974.
Thanks go to past and present
members for all you have accom-
plished for the Borough over the
past 44 years.

Thanksgiving is behind us and
now on to December. The start of
winter, also known as “winter sol-
stice,” is December 21st (Thurs-
day). This is the shortest day of the
year. Hanukkah begins in the eve-
ning of Tuesday, December 12th
and ends in the evening of Wednes-
day, December 20th. Christmas is
on the December 25th. Kwanzaa,
a celebration that honors African
heritage in African-American cul-
ture, is observed from December
26th to January Ist.

Internationally known photog-
rapher and Carroll Valley resident
Kathy McCabe, is exhibiting her
photographic art at the Garryowen
Irish Pub, in Gettysburg, PA. The
display will continue through
the end of January 2018. Kathy’s

work is being exhibited as “Kathy’s
Vision”, which focuses on land-
scapes, modern art, photo manip-
ulations and macro photography.
She has a unique perspective of
her world, having been born with
a congenital optical defect which
limits her field of vision. She says,
“For me, its not just about cap-
turing the perfect image, it’s about
seeing my world more perfectly,
through the camera lens. This is
what photography means to me.”

Breakfast with Santa will be held
on Saturday, December 9th from
7:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. A dona-
tion of $5 per person is being
asked. Children 10 years old and
younger are free. I have been told
by an air traffic controller that
Santa plans to arrive at 8:00 a.m. If
you plan to attend, please note the
time changes. December Borough
meetings are: Planning Commis-
sion (Dec 4th), Borough Council
(Dec 12th), and Parks/Recreation
Committee (Dec 20st). The Bor-
ough Office will be closed on Dec
25th and Dec 26th. Please reduce
your speed to make sure you, your
loved ones, your friends and neigh-
bors will be safe. If you have any
questions call me at (301) 606-
2021 or email MayorRonHar-
ris@comcast.net. Happy Holidays!
I wish you and your family good
health and happiness topped with
loads of good fortune in 2018.
Happy New Year!

State Representative Dan Moul

Update on vehicle registration in Pennsylvania

Since the beginning of this
year, PennDOT is no lon-
ger issuing license plate regis-
tration stickers when drivers re-
new their vehicle registrations.
The elimination of registration

stickers will save taxpayers an
estimated $3 million annually,
including about $2 million in
mailing costs.

The savings will directly ben-
efit the Motor License Fund,

which
nia’s infrastructure to repair and
maintain bridges and the thou-
sands of miles of roads through-
out the Commonwealth.

While the stickers are no
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more, drivers are still required
to maintain a current vehicle
registration and must present
a registration card to law en-
forcement when asked. A val-
id registration card is also still
required when having a safe-
ty and/or emissions inspection
completed. Law
agencies can now verify if a vehi-
cle is registered by accessing Pen-
nDOT’s database from their pa-
trol vehicles. In addition, many
use license plate reader technol-
ogy to efficiently validate regis-
trations.

In addition to
al methods for renewing a ve-

enforcement

tradition-

hicle registration, motorists can
now renew their registration on-
line from home or a mobile de-
vice, in addition to printing and
signing a permanent registration
card. With this enhancement to
the online registration process,
drivers no longer have to print a
temporary registration card nor
will they need to wait for it to be
mailed to them by PennDOT.
Despite the fact that law en-

forcement in other states and
Canada have been apprised of
our change in policy concerning
the issuance of registration stick-
ers, Pennsylvania drivers are be-
ing encouraged to remove ex-
pired stickers from their license
plates to avoid being pulled over
by police officers out-of-state
who may not be aware of the
change. Removal of the stick-
ers is not required and is certain-
ly not an easy task. Pennsylva-
nia State Police encourage drivers
who are pulled over to politely
explain the change to the officer
and show him or her registration
paperwork, which should be in
vehicles at all times.

A Penn State research study
concluded that eliminating the
registration sticker will have
no impact on vehicle registra-
tion compliance. It is a change
that makes sense as a cost-saving
measure by eliminating a process
no longer needed. For more in-
formation, visit RepMoul.com
and click on “Old Registration
Stickers.”

would like to thank all the

residents of Liberty Township
for coming out and voting and
making this election one of the
highest turn out in our history.
Thank you for your support.

We have a lot to work on in
our Liberty Township, but with
all your help we can get our
Township back on track. It’s
going to take some time, but

Letter to the Editor

I am here for each one of you
and if you have a question are
concern, if I can help I will. I
look forward to serving you
over the next 6 years.

Please feel free to contact me
anytime. God bless and Thanks

again for your votes.

Walter M. Barlow
Liberty Township Supervisor
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GOVERNMENT—NORTH OF THE MASON-DIXON LINE

County Commissioner Randy Phiel

f you voted in General Election on

Tuesday, November 7, you prob-
ably experienced the steady cold rain
that fell most of the day. Unfortunate-
ly, non-presidential and non-guberna-
torial elections like this one, normal-
ly range from a 20-30% turnout. The
recent election held true to that form
with a 23% turnout. Precincts with
supervisor, council seats and may-
oral races fared slightly better than
those with uncontested seats. Thank
you to all the candidates who placed
their hats, commitment and energy
into the ring. Congratulations to Ad-
ams County row office candidates Jim
Muller (Sheriff), Kelly Lawver (Clerk
of Courts) and Crissy Redding (Trea-
surer). We wish you continued and fu-
ture success in serving the residents of
Adams County.

At the Wednesday, November 15
Commissioners  Meeting, County
Manager Al Penksa presented the Ad-
ams County 2018 Budget Tentative
Budget. Adams County is in healthy
fiscal condition with an A+2 bond rat-
ing and responsible reserves. 2018 is a
tough budget year with state budget
issues and mandates, growth pressures
for needed services, and flat revenue
with litde commercial development.
In order to combart lack of revenue
we have consolidated rents to a coun-
ty owned building at the new human
Services Building, we have merged
functions of departments, we have re-

financed variable debt at lower inter-
est rates and reduced overtime at our
24/7 facilities. .

In the past four years our tax mile-
age rate has remained flat lined 3.9193
through good fiscal management. In
visioning for the next three years, our
finance department has recommend-
ed we increase mileage .027 to 4.1893.
Adams County government is fiscally
conservative and efficient. This small
increase is necessary to meet capital
needs and provide the vast array of sig-
nificant human services that we are re-
sponsible for supplying. We anticipate
strong fiscal management to continue,
with marginal revenue beginning to
increase in the next three years.

The commissioners held their most
recent Adams County Commissioners
Community Forum on Tuesday, No-
vember 14, at the Thomas-Harbaugh
Library in Biglerville. The forums are
held from 6:30-8:00 and the sub-
ject matter of this forum was Chang-
ing Tourism in Adams County. Panel-
ists and presenters were Norris Flowers
and Stacey Fox from Destination Get-
tysburg. The Adams County Com-
missioners forums move around the
county and always include a relevant
subject matter and the opportunity
for discussion on other topics related
to Adams County government. For
those who are not able to attend the
forums, they are taped and later broad-
cast by Adams County Community

Television Comcast channel 12, and
also can be viewed on the Communi-
ty TV website.

On Tuesday, October 24, Dis-
trict Court 51-3-04, District Judge
Beauchat, opened for business at Ad-
ams County Human Services Build-
ing. The office that was previously lo-
cated on Fairfield Road and serves
Arendtsville, Bendersville, Biglerville,
Carroll Valley, Fairfield and Cumber-
land, Franklin, Freedom, Hamilton-
ban, Highland, Liberty and Menal-
len townships. We wish District Judge
Beauchat and staff best wishes in their
new digs! This is the first in three court
related moves that will have District
Judge Beauchars, District Judge Har-
vey’s and Central Court relocating to
the Human Services Building. Presi-
dent Judge George reflected that the
move will allow the county to redi-
rect taxpayer dollars from a lease, into
property that will be owned by the cit-
izens of this county for generations to
come, and not only makes good fiscal
sense; but will help preserve the heri-
tage of both the court and of the coun-
ty government in Adams County.

Speaking of the Adams County
Human Services Building, Conewa-
go Contactors was awarded the con-
struction bid to construct the park-
ing lot addidon. The parking lot
addition will be to the east of the
current parking lot toward the St.
Francis complex, and will add ap-

proximately 80 new parking spaces.
Several trees on the back middle edge
of the current lot have been removed
and approximately twenty-five new
trees will be planted around the pe-
rimeter to enhance the landscape,
security and sight lines from the
building. It is antcipated that con-
struction will not dramatically im-
pact current parking, ingress and
egress. The entire project is expect-
ed to be completed by late Novem-
ber. W are very happy to report that
Health Choices York/Adams joinder
has now moved into the building of-
fering mental health & drug counsel-
ing services in Adams County.

Congratulations to  Community
Television on serving Adams Coun-
ty for 30 years. It is difficult to believe
that the media outlet founded in 1998
as Adams Community Television
(ACTV) is celebrating its 30TH An-
niversary as Community Media. The
station was founded by Ray Gouker,
a teacher of visual communications at
Gerttysburg High School. Ray is still
very active in the stations operation
and broadcasts. The station first aired
five nights a week for two hours each
evening. Community Media is now
on the air 24 hours a day, seven days
a week and makes its programming
available by online streaming. Com-
munity Media has expanded its broad-
casting to over 40,000 households in
York & Adams County’s.

Community Media broadcasts a
variety of topics of local interest that
includes several municipal meet-
ings, including Carrol Valley, and all
of the Adams County Commission-
ers Community Forums. Thus, thou-
sands of viewers hear our forum mes-
sage through Community Media.
Community Media has announced
they will be adding a new feature on
the experience of our county veter-
ans. They have requested the assis-
tance of our Adams County Veterans
Affairs Department which Stan and
Vic are happy to provide. The CM
Board members deserve special recog-
nition for their commitment and ded-
ication to making this community re-
source sustainable and available. They
are Raymond Gouker (CEO), Carrol
Valley Mayor Ron Harris (President),
George Escalera (VP), Thomas Landis
(Treasurer), Mark Lookenbill (Sec-
retary), Lisa Bean (Director), Robert
Witt (Director), and Mark Wherley
(Station Manager). Thank you and
best wishes for 30 more years inform-
ing our residents!

With Thanksgiving behind us and
Christmas on the horizon, The Ad-
ams County Board of Commission-
ers wishes you and your family best
wishes for good health and happiness
in 2018. There are a multitude of ac-
tivities taking place during the holiday
season. No matter what you do - get
out there and experience all the histor-
ical, recreational, agricultural, natural
and cultural opportunities that beauti-
ful Adams County has to offer.

State Senator Richard Alloway

A_ s the bitter debate continues in

arrisburg about how to fund
the state budget, it may be useful for
lawmakers to take a step back and
reevaluate how we can set aside our
differences and cooperate in the best
interests of our constituents. Penn-
sylvanians chose divided govern-
ment for a reason; neither side of
the political spectrum holds all of

the right answers.

Bringing the battle over state reve-
nues to a merciful conclusion will re-
quire cooperation among all parties.
Although that idea may sound far-
fetched given the current political en-
vironment, there is ample precedent
for lawmakers transcending partisan-
ship and doing what is right for the
people we represent. We need to look
no further than last month’s passage of
a bipartisan, bicameral animal protec-

tion bill as an example.

For years, almost everyone agreed
that Pennsylvanias animal cruelty
laws were too lax. Many abusers got
away with torturous behavior with lit-
tle more than a slap on the wrist — if
they received any punishment ar all.
Even though all parties agreed the
law needed to be improved, there
was some disagreement about exact-

ly what changes needed to be made.
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That was one of the reason why the
bill stalled in the House of Represen-
tatives last year and failed to reach
Governor Wolf’s desk, despite broad
bipartisan support for the overall con-
cept of preventing animal cruelty.

We renewed the fight for these crit-
ical animal protections this year, and
that effort finally paid off with final
passage of the most significant ani-
mal cruelty prevention measure that
has passed the General Assembly in
decades. The new law creates a felony
statute for the worst abusers, prevents
dogs from being tethered in unsafe
conditions, adds horses to the state’s

animal cruelty laws, and creates a new
classification for crimes against guide
dogs and police animals.

Although the process was long and
difficult, the end result is something
thatall parties can be proud of. The fact
that lawmakers from the Senate and the
House of Representatives were able to
find common ground on that bill gives
me hope that we can do the same on
the furious debate regarding the state’s
spending and revenue challenges.

We need to show our constituents
that compromise is possible in Har-
risburg, We have done it before. We
can do it again.

B
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THE PASTOR’S DESK

Practicing peace this Christmas season

Joyce Shutt
Pastor emeritus
Fairfield Mennonite Church

was listening to the radio the

other day and heard this amaz-
ing statement. “There is no jus-
tice; just revenge or love.” The
speaker went on. “Justice is sup-
posed to right a wrong, but that’s
impossible. We can’t un-murder
or un-rape someone. We can’t
un-abuse a child, un-lynch a vic-
tim. We can’t undo the effects
of slavery, racism, religious pho-
bias, or wars. There is no justice,
no way to right the wrongs of the
past. In the end, we are left with
two basic options, revenge or
love. Learning the lessons of the
past. Moving on to something
better.” Isn’t that the gist of the
angel’s message to the shepherds,
“Let it go, my friends. Peace on
earth to men of good will?”

So here we are in the middle
of the Christmas season. After
this year of mass shootings, ter-
rorist attacks, tweet storms, and
political chaos, I am ready to let

go of our culture of revenge and
self-aggrandizement. What can
we lose by listening to the an-
gel’s message and trying some-
thing new like loving our ene-
mies, practicing inclusiveness,
cooperation, compromise, shar-
ing, non-violence, forgiveness?
I’m too old and impatient to get
caught up in that squishy per-
missive love of Christmas cards
and manger scenes. I'm ready for
a radical, respectful, life chang-
ing love that requires give and
take, logical consequences for
crimes and misdeeds instead of
punishment and revenge, help-
ing people get back on their feet
after hard times. Jesus stuff.
Louise Murphy in her beau-
tiful lictle book The true story of
Hansel and Gretel ends with the
witch Magda saying, “Truth is
no heavier, no more beautiful
than lies. Yet there is something
that makes me love the truth,
and that love made me wander
and worry until the truth was
given to you, like a gift. For this,
in the end, is all we have. The

love of something.”

The love of something. Isn’t
that what we long for? Isn’t that
what Christmas is about? The
love of something that gives
meaning to life? The love of
something upon which we can
plant our feet, our faith, our
hope? The love of something
strong enough to forgive the un-
forgivable? The love of some-
thing that motivates us to let go
of our anger, hatred, bitterness,
fear? The assurance that life is
not just “sound and fury signify-
ing nothing? The assurance that
love is stronger than hate and
beauty greater than ugliness?
That presents and parties, how-
ever enjoyable can’t replace lov-
ing caring respectful relation-
ships? Isn’t this what we long for
in this Christmas and holiday
season? Something bigger, bet-
ter than ourselves? The love of
something?

Our theme for Advent at Fair-
field Mennonite is “Let it Be
Unto me” based on Mary’s re-
sponse to the angel Gabriel when
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he tells her she is going to have a
baby out of wedlock. “Let it be
unto me as you have said,” she
responds. That’s an amazing re-
sponse given the culture of her
times.

I don’t see Mary as the sweet,
obedient, co-dependent person
the church has wanted us wom-
en to accept and model our-
selves after. I see her as a trou-
ble maker, a rule breaker, a feisty
female loyal to a higher calling.
After all, anyone who is as po-
litically outspoken as she was is
no patsy. It takes guts to have
a child at any time out of wed-
lock in any culture, let alone a
child designated as The Messiah,
the Son of God! And then there
are all those others in the Christ-
mas narratives who demonstrate
courage and imagination: Joseph
who defies the norms by refusing
to stone Mary and marry her, the
shepherds who are not complete-
ly freaked out by angel visita-
tions, the wise men who are real-
ly gutsy scientists and go looking
for hope for their broken world.

So what is this story telling us
about ourselves and this period
of history in which we find our-
selves? Are we to continue bick-
ering and fussing at each other
like a bunch of spoiled brats or is
God calling us to a new way to be
a people and a country? Unlike
Mary who is just a kid and full
of energy, I am older and rath-
er worn down by life, way past
my prime. Burned out, wrung
out, worn out, but still unwilling
to curl up my toes and retire to
my rocking chair. I figure that as
long as I am breathing I still have

a lot of learning, living, doing,
caring, advocating, loving, nee-
dling, sharing, and contributing
to the well being of others yet to
do. 1 can be like Elizabeth, an-
other strong woman, but with-
out the late life baby, thank you
very much.

In other words, opting out
of life and response-ability is
not really an option, because
God is going to hound us un-
til we say “let it be unto me as
you have said,” so we might as
well do what we can to make this
world a better place for ourselves
After all, isn’t that
the gist of this story? Not wait-
ing for others to take the lead?
Doing our part however big or
small? Isn’t this what God wants
from each of us? To put feet to
this Serenity Prayer thing, this
spirit of Christmas thing? No

and others.

matter where we are, what we are
doing, how young or old we are,
each of us is called to be a de-
cent human being, to pay it for-
ward to the best of our ability,
to let go of the political partisan-
ship, religious and racial bigotry
and social venom eating us alive,
and instead do random acts of
kindness, practice gratitude, be
generous, help others, especial-
ly those we least understand or
like... In other words, “Let it be
unto me as you have said” moti-
vated by the love of something,
someone, everyone, God. Re-
membering the true meaning of
Christmas.

Joyce Shutt writes a daily blog that
you can read by going to stepsto-
hope.weebly.com.

F CHRIST

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE
With Communion - 6 p.m.

ALL ARE WELCOME

124 W. Main Street, Emmitsburg

*

LUTHERAN CHURCH.

Join Us For

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
December 24th - 7:00 p.m.

Elias Supper & Bazaar ~ Dec. 2nd - 12 p.m.

Sunday Service 10 a.m. ~ Wednesday Service 9:30 a.m.
100 West North Avenue, Emmitsburg, MD  301-447-6239

ehasluthi@gmail.com » www.eliaslutheranchurch.com
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Remembering the meaning of Christmas

Pastor Sean DeLawder
Thurmont Trinity United
Church of Christ

Wth Christmas rapidly ap-
proaching, it is appropri-
ate for those of us who call our-
selves “Christians”
this special and holy time of year.
With all of the shopping for gifts,
going to parties, holiday baking,
sending out cards, decorating the
house, and the many other dis-

to reflect on

tractions, we can easily get caught
up in the busyness of the season,
and forget the reason why we cel-
ebrate. Especially this year, when
there has been so much division
in our world, so many natural di-
sasters, fears of potential wars,
among other things, that is so im-
portant that we focus on what the
birth of Jesus means to us as indi-
viduals and collectively.

The prophet Isaiah, while he
too was living in times of uncer-
tainty, fear of war and political
turmoil, gave a message of hope
to the people by reminding them
that it is God who is in control,
and that it is through God that
peace would come; but they (we)
had to live as people of God.

In the book of Isaiah, the proph-

et in chapter 9 says, that there will
be no gloom for those who are in
anguish, “for a child has been born
for us, a son given to us; authori-
ty rests upon his shoulders; and he
is named Wonderful Counselor,
Mighty God, Everlasting Father,
Prince of Peace. His authority shall
grow continually, and there shall be
endless peace.” (vs 6-7). Christians
view Isaiah’s prophetic words as the
promise of the birth of Jesus, who
would be the savior that God sends
to redeem the entire world; the
light that will overcome the dark-
ness. Jesus himself says in the gos-
pel according to John, “I am the
light of the world. Whoever fol-
lows me will never walk in dark-
ness but will have the light of life.”
(8:12).

It is important to always re-
member this message, but espe-
cially during Advent and Christ-
mas, we should reinforce this
message within our own hearts,
and spread this message to all who
we encounter. For many peo-
ple, Christmas is a time of great
joy, but for just as many others,
Christmas is a time of great sad-
ness, hardship, and darkness. Re-
gardless of your feelings of pain or
joy, the light of Jesus shines down

upon all of us, and in this way, Je-
sus calls on us to shed this light
wherever we go.

Christmas is not about the
gifts and the decorations, it is
about giving thanks to God for
the gift of Jesus and the prom-
ise of love and peace to a broken
world. T pray that you too will
walk in the light of God’s love and
that you will share this love and
light during this holy season and
throughout all the year. For if we
all can bring our flame, no matter
how small it may seem, together,
we can spread God’s light which
will illuminate and bring love and
healing to our world.

Join us on Sunday mornings at
Trinity United Church of Christ,
to hear more about God’s love
and good news for us - worship
is at 11 a.m. at 101 East Main
Street, Thurmont. There will be
a Christmas Eve Service at 7 p.m..
For information about Trinity
UCC, our services or for questions
about what you read in this arti-
cle, call 301-271-2305 or email
Pastor Sean at PastorDeLawder@
aol.com. You may also learn more
about us or at our website — www.
trinityuccthurmont.org. We wel-
come you to share your thoughts.

eton Center Outreach Of-

fice in Emmitsburg once
again is offering a holiday pro-
gram called Helping Hands.
At Christmas income-eligible
families receive local food store
gift cards so they may purchase
foods and prepare a holiday
meal according to their unique
traditions. This Thanksgiving,
because of the community’s
support, 70 area families par-
ticipated and were able to en-
joy a less stressful, more digni-

Seton Center Helping Hands Program

fying holiday celebration.

At Christmas, the Helping
Hands program provides food
store gift cards for meals and re-
tail store gift cards for children
age 13-18 to purchase gifts. Gen-
erous sponsors also provide un-
wrapped Christmas presents for
children age 0-12 years old. The
donated gifts are arranged in
store-like fashion so parents may
visit Seton Center to choose gifts
their children are wishing for.

$1,000 in Jubilee Foods and

Wal-Mart gift cards were do-
nated from the Emmitsburg
Sons of the American Legion
to Seton Center’s Director Sis-
ter Martha Beaudoin for the
Helping Hands program. If
you are interested in partici-
pating as a recipient or sponsor

call 301-447-6102.

EmmitsburgCBC@aol.com

10 a.m.

Emmitsburg

Sunday Worship

Seton Square Office Complex
17750 Creamery Road Suite 8B

240-397-1700

NEW’I (Emmltsburg

Community Baptist Church

o www.EmmitsburgCBC.org

Pastor Joe Engel

Come, be a part of our familyl We welcome you to
worship with us as often as you canl
God loves you and made you one of a kind! He has
greal plans for you, He wants the best for you,
Come, discover His goodness!

St. John's Luther';:'m Church

.- 8619 Black’s Mill Rd., Creagerstown

Join us +

Christmas Eve - December 24th
A% we Fnlnlrrﬂtu the birth of our Lord
and Savior, Jesus Christ!

5 p.m. - 5t John's Union Church
A service of lessons and carols.
Following the service enjoy a froe meal:
Fried chicken, spiral ham, succotash, macaroni & cheese,
sweel podato casserole, cheese platier, cranberry rehish,
desserts, coflise and hot chocolate,
7:30 p.m. - St. John's Lutheran Church
Candlelight Service with Communion
Pastor Wayne Blaser will preside.
Bring your family and friends,

]|

"= the birth of Jesus with us!

|

1

’ Trinity United Methodist Church
313 W. Main St., Emmitsburg, MD

Worship during Advent season

with the lighting of the Advent candles
beginning on Sunday, December 3, at 9:00 AM

Christmas Eve Service

with Candlelight and Communion,
December 24 at 7:00 FM

Come and celebrate

[

Contact Rev. Andy Peck-McClain at
pastor.trinityeburg@gmail.com
or 862-204-9265
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lowercase ‘K’ in kneeling

Shannon Bohrer

know it is sometimes difficult to

keep up with the news. A large rea-
son is that what is said on the news
one day can change, sometimes very
quickly. A bipartisan group put forth
a health care bill and the President
praised it. The following day the Pres-
ident dissed it.

Recently there has been one divi-
sive issue that has many on both sides
— actually holding their positions.
The issue is standing or kneeling
while the national anthem is played.
One side has the positon that to not
stand is unpatriotic and is disrespect-
ful of the flag, which represents our
country and also disrespectful of the
military. Conversely, the other side
says that protesting, by kneeling,
is patriotic, and is an exercise and a
right under the first amendment.

A licde history could be help-
ful with the issues around this top-
ic - because some of the controversies
are not new. The Star-Spangled Ban-
ner became a National Anthem by a
congressional resolution in 1931. In
1931 there were no rules of behavior
when the anthem was playing. A few
rules were developed in 1942, indicat-
ing that those in uniform would sa-

lute, while others just stood. In 1998 a
distinction between those in uniform
and military was added. Some of the
changes were thought to address the
confusion, between what we do when
hearing the National Anthem and
what we do when reciting the Pledge
of Allegiance. There were differences.
The Pledge of Allegiance is an expres-
sion of allegiance to our Flag and to
the United States of America and is re-
lated to the controversies.

During the last century when the
national anthem was playing most
people just stood with their hands
at their side or with their hands to-
gether in front. During this time pe-
riod, when reciting the Pledge of Al-
legiance people stood and held their
hand, or hat, over their heart. It was
only after 9/11, that people starting
using the same custom(s), standing
with their hand or hat placed over
their heart.

Controversies with both the Na-
tional Anthem and the Pledge of
Allegiance are not new. There have
been numerous court cases with chal-
lenges to both. The courts have af-
firmed the rights of individuals to
not stand during the National An-
them. The courts have also affirmed
that the words; “Under God” in the

Pledge of Allegiance does not en-
dorse a religion by the government.
Jehovah's Witness members do not
sing the National Anthem and many
do not stand. To the Jehovahs Wit-
ness, standing is “an “ethical decision”
and individuals must make their de-
cision on their “conscience.” Basical-
ly, the courts have affirmed individ-
ual first Amendment rights to free
speech, meaning that if individual are
forced to stand, their First Amend-
ment rights are being infringed upon.

When Francis Bellamy wrote the
Pledge, he was also preaching that Je-
sus was a socialist. Francis Bellamy’s
cousin, Edward Bellamy, was a well-
known socialist that opposed capital-
ism. Franciss views were allied with
his cousins. They believed in nation-
alized education, nationalized indus-
try - all run by the government — ba-
sic elements of socialism. Their intent
was to replace the federalist view of
sovereign states with a strong central
government, a socialist government.
To that end some thought the pledge
was created for that objective.

The objections to the “Pledge”
were well known and documented. A
large objection was that our republic
was built on the freedom to dissent.
The United States of America should
not require citizens to pledge their al-
legiance to a flag or a document. The

objection was reinforced with the first
amendment which ensures one’s right
to not speak or stand. The pledge was
seen to be ... a form of speech in the
context of the ritual of pledging al-
legiance.” The ritual pledging, while
thought to be patriotic by many, was
also thought by some to be indoctri-
nation, not unlike communism and/
or even fascism. We should not ques-
tion authority, to do so is unpatriotic.
Or, is it sometimes patriotic to ques-
tion authority?

From my perspective, related to
these issues is the display or misuse of
the American Flag. I remember the
controversies about the display, mis-
use and burning of the American flag
in the late sixties. Protest of war in Viet-
nam, protest over too much govern-
meng; the “Pentagon Papers” and the
“Church” hearings, just to name a few.
To protest, people would display an
American flag in an improper manner,
like letting it touch the ground, wear-
ing it as a head ban — and worst of all,
burning it. All of those improper acts
were characterized as being un-patriot-
ic. Members of congess tried to pass
laws that made it illegal to burn an
American flag. The courts disagreed,
again citing the first amendment, the
freedom of speech.

Today, you can purchase shirts, ban-
danas, hats and dresses that resemble
an American Flag. Times have changed
to the point that you see celebrities and
entertainers wearing American Flags at
events that are deemed “Patriotic.” Fif-

ty years ago it was unpatriotic. There is
a U.S. Flag code, part of which states
“The flag should never be used as
wearing apparel....”

So, is it patriotic to stand with one’s
hand over the heart, or is patriotic to
kneel as a dissent? An argument could
be made that the answer is dependent
upon ones perspective. Another ar-
gument could be made that both po-
sitions could be patriotic. What could
be more patriotic than upholding the
first amendment and allowing every
citizen to have his/her own views —
and voice that view. These controver-
sies are not new and I predict will re-
appear again.

The United States of America was
created from dissent. Armed rebel-
lion that created and then ensured
our freedoms; including free speech.
Instead of both sides complaining
about the other, maybe, just may-
be we should be celebrating the free-
dom, to protest, the freedom to have
both positons and the freedom to
disagree. That is a large part of what
makes America great. After all, one
of the lines in the National Anthem
is “... the land of the free...” Should
we not embrace our freedom? The last
line in the Pledge of Allegiance is “...
with liberty and justice for all.” If — we
all don't have our freedom, how can
we have “.. liberty and justice for all”?

10 read past editions of Words From
Winterbult visit the Authors section of
Emmitsburg.net

Common Cents

Are we in a “Post-American Era”?

Mel Gurtov

A: Donald Trump makes his way
o Beijing, we need to know that
he will be dealing with a Chinese lead-
ership that is much more self-assured
about its international status than it
was in Obama’s time.

The theme of the September 2017
issue of China-US Focus Digest,
a publicaton of the China-US
Exchange Foundation based in Hong
Kong and the Shanghai Insttutes for
International Studies, is “Post-Amer-
ican Era Arrives.” Various Chinese
writers, all part of the foreign policy
establishment, argue that although
the US is and will remain for some
time the world’s most powerful coun-
try, China’s time has come. “G-2"isa
common shorthand for this new era:
the US and China, whether collabo-
rating or competing, are NOW Co-mov-
ers of the world. The late Zbigniew
Brzezinski, President Jimmy Carter’s
national security adviser, may have
been the first to use the phrase years
ago, and now many Chinese seem to
have bought into it. I'd say, however,
that such an assessment is premature,
and not necessarily welcome.

Chinese analysts often prefer to cat-
egorize international events in terms
of eras. The era just passed is one of
American  exceptionalism and the
American Century; and in their view
we are now in the post-American
era characterized by Trumps Amer-
ica First and Chinas emergence as a
great power. China, the analysts say, is

a leader on behalf of sovereign equal-
ity, use of nonmilitary power, model
of economic development, and pro-
moter of international cooperation.
They point to Chinas advances in
energy conservation technology and
support of the Paris accord, economic
achievements under globalization,
and numerous strategic partnerships
as evidence of its international com-
ing of age at a time when the Trump
administration has turned its back on
global compacts and environmental
protection.

Clearly, a good part of the motiva-
tion behind these claims is Beijing’s
upset over US trumpeting (you'll
excuse the expression) of Amer-
ica First and periodic talk of trying
to leverage Chinese policy on North
Korea using trade retaliation and arms
sales to Taiwan.

But surely another part, perfectly
understandable, is a pervasive Chi-
nese sense that the American exper-
iment is failing while Chinas is suc-
ceeding.  While Chinas leadership
has kept social problems from explod-
ing and avoided serious reforms of the
one-party state, Trumps America is
deeply divided and becoming more
so by the month. Legislative dysfunc-
tion, racial tensions, official corrup-
tion, assaults on media, violence, an
opioid crisis, governing by tweets—
you name it, we've got it. The Trump
administration has in fact become a
laughingstock of governments nearly
everywhere.

But the pervasiveness of America’s

ills doesn’t necessarily translate into a
world looking to China for new lead-
ership. 1 and several other China
watchers have written many times
about its serious internal problems.
Some authoritarian governments may
overlook them as they eagerly accept
Chinese aid and investments.

But the breadth and depth of Chi-
nas economic, social, and politi-
cal weaknesses cannot be masked by
thetoric—and in fact, the best Chi-
nese analysts acknowledge them. It’s
not enough to quote Xi Jinpings lat-
est homily on the Chinese dream or
assert that China upholds democ-
racy and the rule of law—not when
Xi’s “thought” is being enshrined, like
Maos and Dengs, in Chinas party
constitution and lawyers, academi-
cians, and human-rights advocates are
under constant pressure to conform,
or be jailed.

On the international stage, more-
ovet, claims of Chinese leadership are
not convincing. Yes, Xi has embraced
globalization, climate change, and
all manner of regional trade arrange-
ments while Trump has scoffed at the
first, denied the second (a “Chinese
hoax,” lets recall), and withdrawn
from the third (the Trans-Pacific Part-
nership). But on many other fronts,
where is Chinas leadership? Has
China effectively come to grips with
deforestation, desertification, water
conservation, and air pollution? Does
it set a positive example on inter-
nal migration, immigration, human
rights (for women, ethnic minorides,

religious freedom, and civil liberties),
or respect for international law (in
the South China Sea, for instance)?
Will Chinas much-touted “One
Belt, One Road” Eurasia develop-
ment project actually benefit people
rather than economies? Has China
contributed anything to the peace-
ful resolution of conflicts in the Mid-
dle East, from Yemen to Syria? Even
on North Korea, Chinese criticisms
of Kim Jong-un’s military buildup
have not extended to a serious dip-
lomatic campaign to reduce tensions
between North Korea and the US
even though Chinas security is very
much at risk.

So call the current era G-2 if you
wish. But an objective view would
be that China’s rise does not yet put it
aside the United States. (As Jia Qin-
gguo, a well-known Chinese ana-
lyst, writes, “As China has two sets
of national interests on many issues,
it finds it impossible to pursue a
coherent foreign policy.”) Perhaps
more importantly, neither country
deserves consideration as an interna-
tional leader. China has all too infre-
quenty avoided taking the lead on
major international issues outside
East Asia. Even there, Chinas mus-
cular behavior is regarded with fear
as much as awe. In short, few gov-
ernments around the world look to
China to provide leadership.

The US position is complicated
by an administration that simply
doesn’t seem to care what the world,
including allies, thinks of its behav-
ior.  Furopeans have apparently
reached the conclusion that they are
on their own when it comes to envi-
ronmental, commercial, and political
challenges. Canada and Mexico are
likely to turn to Pacific trading part-

ners should Trump pull the US out
of NAFTA. South Koreans worry
about an unpredictable US president
whose “fire and fury” rhetoric might
lead to war with Pyongyang, while
Japanese worry about US reliability
in a showdown with North Korea. In
both those countries, talk of having
their own nuclear weapons is heard
more frequently.

Other than in Tokyo and Tel Aviv,
Washington’s preference for military
over diplomatic approaches to prob-
lems (North Korea and Iran being
the best examples) has few support-
ers. The US continues to be mil-
itarily overstretched, involved in
numerous wars large and small at
extraordinary cost to itself and to
innocent civilians. America First is
supposed to mean that the US will
no longer play the role of maintain-
ing world order, but in fact it contin-
ues to be global policeman—deploy-
ing “240,000 active-duty and reserve
troops in at least 172 countries and
territories,” as well as some 37,000
on secret missions, according to the
New York Times.

Neither the United States nor
China has shown interest in common
security principles or practices, which
would require consistent collaboration
on the most urgent global problems:
nuclear weapons, climate change, and
poverty. Rather than focus on “the
era,” these two great powers might
better consider two fundamental
issues: how to manage their differences
so as to avoid confrontations, and how
to cooperate in ways that truly benefit
human security.

Mel Gurtov is Professor Emeritus of
Political Science at Portland State
University.



DECEMBER 2017 | EMMITSBURG NEWS-JOURNAL | 13

COMMENTARY

The American Mind

Massive broad knowledge

William Hillman

Deutsche Bank recenty an-
nounced it was laying off half

its staff, close to 50,000 employ-
ees. Deutsche Bank is not in trouble
(maybe a litde bit), it just doesn’t need
people anymore.

“This week (Deutsche Bank boss,
John Cryan) warned that technology
could replace huge numbers of work-
ers.”—This is money.co.uk No-
vember 8th 2017

“Nearly half of American jobs are ar
risk of being taken over by computers
within the next two decades.” —a
report from Oxford University.

! I the jobs that are in jeopardy from
t

echnology are not blue-collar:
assembly-line, steel mill, physical la-
bor, or repetitive jobs. Those jobs are
all gone.

The jobs that are in jeopardy to-
day are traditional college graduate
jobs: accounting, finance journalism,
and writing. As artificial intelligence
continues to develop, jobs such as en-
gineering, science, and research will
begin to feel the squeeze, and oppor-
tunity in those fields will decrease.

The continuous automation of
jobs affects our society in two ways,

the first is on an individual level
there will be less employment op-
portunity; the second is on a nation-
al level —- it will make us more fragile
as a society and vulnerable to unpre-
dictable events.

How do we prepare our children
for future employment?

In recent years, I've watched neph-
ews and children of friends graduate
from colleges with good grades and
in disciplines that should guarantee a
job right out of school. These young
men and women then spend years
looking for jobs that would justify the
money their family spent to put them
through college.

Future job opportunism will be
greatest for a student who focuses
on massive broad knowledge. They
will need knowledge and skills that
are portable between disciplines and
scalable as unpredictable opportuni-
ties arise. These jobs will require criti-
cal thinking, problem solving and the
skill of self-education.

Here is the current landscape.

Currentdy the unemployment
rate for a college graduate is 2.0%,
compared to a high school diplo-
ma worker’s rate of 4.3%. Also, life-
time income expectation for a college
graduate far exceeds that of a work-
er without one. But this is changing.
These numbers include all existing

workers. What about new workers,
and where are the job opportunities?
Each year fewer college graduates find
jobs in their field of discipline and the
average salary of the college graduate
continues to drop.

I like numbers, and every month
I peruse the labor statistics from the
Department of Labor. The follow-
ing numbers come from the BLS
Table 1, “Job openings levels and
rates by industry and region, sea-
sonally adjusted”. Industries with
the most job openings and larg-
est job growth are: “transportation,
warchousing and udilities” (driv-
ers), “professional and business ser-
vices” (trash collection and custo-
dial services), “health care” (nurse
assistant), and food services.

The following job opportuni-
ties have decreased even as the econ-
omy has grown stronger: financial
services, construction, retail, real es-
tate, and education services. Thirty
years ago, when [ was entering col-
lege, these same jobs where the ones
we were told to focus on for stable,
future work.

If we could predict the stable,
wealth-generating, jobs 10 years from
now, the elimination of other ca-
reers will create massive labor con-
centration and competition on the
remaining fields. Competition caus-
es downward pressure on wages and
higher turnover.

As a father whose son is only a
handful of years away from starting
college, I spend a lot of time think-
ing about whether he should go to
college and what he should study.
So many of the jobs that the em-
ployment advisers say we should be
preparing him for, might not exist
in 10 years.

College as a vocational trading
school is a big risk. I will encourage
my boys to use their time in college to
learn how to think, how to learn, and
create broad universal skills.

Future employment will require
massive flexibility, adaptability; and
continued learning. Massive broad
knowledge will be the buzz word of
the successful college students in years
to come.

On the topic of job security, there
used to be a saying, “Bumpers and
Fenders”. What they meant was,
dont limit your knowledge to your
role in the factory, pay attention and
learn other jobs on the factory floor.
If that Friday ever comes when pink
slips are added to the paychecks, the
worker that knows bumpers and
fenders will keep his job, and the
worker that can only make bumpers
will get the pink slip.

Today, it would not be enough to
know bumpers and fenders. To hold
the job, a worker needs to know every
part of the car body, as well as com-
puter science, human resources, com-
munications, math, marketing, phys-
ics, and business. There is only need
for one worker in the factory and that

worker will be the one who has the
broadest set of skills. The worker’s
day will be mostly dull watching ma-
chines do their thing. But the work-
er will need the skills to deal with the
unforeseen.

The truth is, my boys will most
likely never work for a large corpo-
ration. Eventually, the large corpora-
tions will figure out how to eliminate
all employees. The majority of Amer-
icans work for companies who em-
ployee under 50 people. Small busi-
ness accounts for nearly 70% of new
jobs. Successful small business per-
sons need to wear many hats.

Also, broad skills help hedge
against possible catastrophic events
that could result from the fragility
created on a national level from con-
tinued automation and consolida-
tion. To quote Leonard Nimoy in his
role as Spock, “The more complicat-
ed the machine, the easier it is to take
it down.” The more integrated the
system is into the critical functions of
our lives, the more catastrophic the
result of minor errors will be. People
with limited skills and inadaptability
will be most vulnerable when the in-
evitable happens.

I believe that the best way to pre-
pare for future employment is not to
spend time preparing for a job, but
to spend your energy preparing for
any job.

1o read past editions of The American
Mind, visit the Authors section of Em-
mitsburg.net.

Down

Leaks

Lindsay Coker
Melbourne, Australia

Into a limbo large and broad,
since called
The Paradise of Fools, to few

unknown.
—John Milton, Paradise lost

From Panama to Paradise the
trip wasn far, the ship the cap-
tain and crew much the same, the
journey almost boring. No lights
were shown, but safely steered it
was. Oh, what joy we had as we
watched the heavens pour their
golden hoards into our waiting
hands, the power over every land
growing without protest. Kings to
rule, posterity ours.

—Extract from the diary of

an unknown 21st century financier

he foundations of democracy

rest on the ability of those in
charge — governments, collectives,
dictators, and kings - to collect
taxes. Without that power there can
be no order, no progress, no justice,
no equality (and no wars). Origi-
nally it was only the rich who paid,
then landowners, and finally when
enfranchisement arrived we were all
placed in the melting pot. The right
to vote became synonymous with
the necessity to pay tax, disobedi-
ence was treated as heinous or trea-
son. Governments achieved much

with the wealth, building infra-

Under

structure, public services and many
of the things needed in a society that
can grow and prosper.

Over time various means of col-
lecting the loot were established by
governments around the world,
from tithes to duties, tax collectors to
automatic deductions. In the case of
the USA taxation was largely aban-
doned after the war of indepen-
dence, because the British tried to
impose idiotic taxes to show who was
boss, (something they did over and
over — the Irish, the poor, the colo-
nies), making tax a dirty word. As the
necessity of raising money by gov-
ernments at all levels was still there,
various laws were passed to introduce
taxes by other names. States, munic-
ipalities, and the central government
all did their bit, with the current out-
come being a piecemeal set of laws
that have created a system nigh on
impossible to understand.

The idea of tax being dirty has
never disappeared from the minds
of many, especially the rich. While
‘ordinary’ people have no power to
escape paying their due, the mon-
eyed classes have been able to buy
or suborn the clever and devious to
create schemes that reduce or elim-
inate their taxes. At the same time,
they have had enormous help from
certain economists, presidents and
lobbyists. It seems strange that in
a democracy a president would
approve reductions of tax being
paid by the rich, (when the rich
derive more benefit from the infra-
structure that taxes pay for), while

ensuring that the less well off pay a
greater share - but that is the reality.

So it has become a mantra that tax
will be minimised by the rich in all
walks of life; sports, modelling, actors,
entrepreneurs, company owners and
shareholders. Not just by deduct-
ing the allowable things, but by hid-
ing their earnings and profits in places
where little or no tax is charged. This
has become so widespread that it has
become a growth industry, one thats
well hidden from view because while
some of it is legal, much of it is not.
No one is expected to be squeaky clean
these days, but honesty in our dealings
is the best way to ensure that society
remains cohesive and progressive.

Although wealthy Americans appear
to be the first who began hiding their
riches this way, it has now spread to
every comer of the globe, depriving
governments of essential revenue and
reducing the standard of living for many
citizens. Coupled with the suborning
of elected representatives who manage
to get legislation in place that removes
probes while approving more gouging,
the frustration felt by citizens becomes
unbearable. They then turn to anyone
who promises to be different, allow-
ing charlatans like Donald Trump to
be elected. The deprivation of people
across the world doesnt matter to Par-
adise dwellers, because they truly dont
care. Its not about you, it’s about them.
They dont care about democracy either,
although it gave them the ability to do
their tricks; in fact, they have made a
mockery of our most prized method of
government.

The revelations from Paradise,
coming as they did 12 months after

the ones from Panama, caused a

three day wonder. Thats how long it
took for a media blackout to be put
in place, thanks to well known tax
havenists like Rupert Murdoch. Will
any real action ever be taken? Prob-
ably not, because when rich people
control Government and the media
there’s no will to achieve reform.

Not unless you are young, techno
savvy, and able to capture the discon-
tent that is growing rapidly as is the
case in France, ltaly and possibly Ger-
many. Britain is well on the road to
this inequality as well, but if there is
any hope it may well come from the
middle road of Europe. It is unlikely to
come from your ballot boxes, as they
t00 have been taken over by bots, those
automatically generated messages that
keep sending the same thing out to
voters, generally made up news, slan-
der, approvals and so on. Seeing about
65% of the population now rely on
electronic messages as their only source
of news, the chance of being able to
decide on the actual worth of a candi-
date is quite unlikely. This means your
‘likes’ will determine the vote, and as
your friends get the same propaganda

you will believe you have made a ratio-
nal and justified choice.

The elite are happy for you to not
continue with education, and put
barriers in your way to achieve it —
an ignorant electorate is more easily
duped, more likely to blame others for
their loss of income and status. Being
techno savvy is not good either unless
your education also contains the abil-
ity to think logically and dlearly.

Milton talked about a Paradise
of Fools', and this paradise may well
prove to be one, just as soon as the
revolution happens. Russia will be in
the news gain, this time for the paral-
lels to their revolution, and for much
the same reasons. Inaction on climate
change, unbearable heat, stagnant
wages and decreasing food supplies
will bring the inhabitants of paradise
into the same hell as we trusting citi-
zens will be in.

In the meantime, enjoy Christmas,
eat drink and be merry for tomorrow

10 read past editions of Down Under;, visit
the Authors section of Emmitsburg.net.
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THE (retired) ECOLOGIST

Even in December, life goes on

Bill Meredith

“L weep for you,” the Walrus
said, ‘I deeply sympathize.”

With sobs and tears he sorted
out those of the largest size,

holding his pocket-handker-
chief before his streaming eyes.
Carroll, 1871:
Through the Looking-glass.

—Lewis

he year is winding down, and

I’'m not sure what to make of
it. I've been thinking about it a lot
lately, and I've decided that per-
haps the way you interpret the pas-
sage of time depends on how old
you are. I was talking to a friend
the other day who was celebrat-
ing his first birthday, and he was
of the opinion that it doesn’t really
matter; he just pulled on my beard
and giggled when I asked him. His
brother, who is eight, said firmly
that it means we have almost com-
pleted another trip in our orbit
around the sun, and when Janu-
ary gets here we will start another
one. My wife expressed it differ-
ently, but she meant basically the

same thing: “Same old same-

old”
thing under the sun” in Ecclesias-
tes, but clear enough as an opin-
ion. Of course, her opinion could
mean some changes are needed in
my theory that opinions depend
on how old you are... but, then,
my wife does say she is quite a bit

...not as elegant as “No new

younger than I am....

As October drifted into the
past, temperatures dropped at a
pretty regular rate each day, and
migratory birds drifted off to-
ward the south casually, respond-
ing to their pituitary glands rather
than to sudden cold spells. Hum-
mingbirds, chimney swifts, swal-
lows and the like left a few days
or weeks later than usual. Win-
ter residents like juncos and
white-throated sparrows showed
up late; in fact, some of them, like
purple finches and tree sparrows
still haven’t arrived.

As I get older 1 seem to for-
get things that should have been
done on schedule until they be-
come emergencies, and thus when
November arrived I still hadn’t
put out the bird feeders. Finally
we had hard frosts on two succes-
sive nights, so I got the two feed-
ers cleaned and filled...
er seeds in the one hung from the
plum tree, and mixed seeds in the

sunflow-

one on the iron pole by the win-
dow. The next morning, it seemed
that no one had noticed; but by
noon some scouting parties of
starlings and house finches found
that the table had been set. They
chirped out a bulletin, and by eve-
ning the yard was full of birds.
Things secemed to be back to nor-
mal; but the following morning
when [ staggered into the kitch-
en rubbing the sleep out of my
eyes, the feeder on the plum tree
was still full of seeds and not a
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bird was in sight. I was puzzled for
a moment, but when I moved to
where I could see the other feeder,
the reason was obvious. Sitting on
top of the mixed-seed feeder was a
red-shouldered hawk.

The birds that ordinarily sit
there are drably-colored little
things, five or six inches long, and
when you expect to see those little
fellows, a hawk comes as a shock,
even when you've seen it before.
Evidently it couldn’t see through
the window glass, for it sat there at
least five minutes, staring directly
at me; it was probably seeing its
own reflection. I estimated that
it was about 20 inches long, so it
was probably a male (females are
larger. .. about two feet long, beak
to tail). It looked just like the one
Audubon painted 200 years ago...
narrow red and white stripes on
the breast, powerful yellow talons,
broad black and white stripes on
the tail.

This hawk has been around all
summer; I would hear him fre-
quently when I went out to get
the morning paper. He likes to sit
in the old sycamore tree beside the
haunted house next door, where
he has a clear view of any field
mice, snakes or chipmunks that
might be around, and he would
scold at me in a voice like a blue
jay’s. He had probably been sitting
up there that morning, noticed
the sparrows and mourning doves
around my feeders, and decided
to make a pass at them... noth-
ing ventured, nothing gained. But
he was too far away; they would
have seen him coming and scram-
bled to safety in the juniper bush
when he dived at them. But he’s
used to failing. He was probably
muttering “Better luck next time”
to himself as he sat there on the
feeder. If he catches something in
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In a majority of eastern North America the Red-shoulder Hawk,

a medium size hawk, has become uncommon, due to the effects of
widespread deforestation. Red-shoulder Hawks typically live in tall
woods with water. They are distinctively marked with barred
reddish-peach under parts and a strongly banded tail.

one out of the next ten attacks he
makes, he will call it a good day.

I don’t mind having the hawk
around my yard. He’s a beautiful
thing to see, whether he is perched
on the feeder or soaring 500 feet
overhead. I saw him there yester-
day among the clouds with anoth-
er of his kind, facing into the wind
with his wings extended motion-
lessly, just hanging there in the air;
it looked like a very pleasant way
to spend some time on a clear fall

day. I put out the feeder so I can
see some birds, and he is a bird,
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just like the chickadees and tit-
mice. They are all part of the food
chain, and the balance of nature
requires each species to survive.

In a way, I envy the birds. They
live in the present; they have no
awareness of history, and they
don’t know a future exists, so they
are unaware of the mess the world
is in. Climate change, hurricanes,
forest fires, wars, famines, epidem-
ics and amoral politicians mean
nothing to them. Their world is
changing, just as mine is; but they
have no awareness of it. Chances
are that some of them will become
extinct before this century ends.

So, here I sit, with my comput-
er screen staring passively back at
me, still wondering what it means
that 2017 is nearly finished. For
the past few years I have closed the
year’s writing with the words of
Pogo, the wisest possum I've ever
known; and I can think of noth-
ing better now. Ergo,

The gentle journey jars to stop,

The drifting dream is done;

And now well walk, as men
have walked,

Through years not yet begun.

For Christmas is a life-long
hope,

And hope, the stuff of years.

The gentle journey wanders on,

Through laughter, love and

tears.

As Walter Cronkite gently re-
minded us every evening back
when the world was simpler, “And
that’s the way it is, Friday, Decem-
ber 1, 2017.”

10 read past editions of the Retired
Ecologist visit the Authors section of
Emmitsburg. net.
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Winter wonderland

Tim Iverson, Naturalist

Snowﬂakes comes in all shapes
and sizes. Legend even states that
no two snowflakes are alike. These
unique ice crystals form up in the
clouds when water droplets freeze,
making a six-sided crystal structure.
As the temperature drops more va-
por freezes branching out off of the
initial ice crystal. While most snow-
flakes are symmetrical six-sided
structures, some snowflakes materi-
alize as triangles, hourglasses, spools,
and other strange shapes. Shape and
size depend mostly on tempera-
ture, moisture, and wind. The larg-
est snowflake ever to be recorded
was 15 inches wide and fell in Fort
Keogh, Montana in 1887 (accord-
ing to the Guinness Book of World
Records).

Wilson “Snowflake” Bentley was
the first person to photograph a snow-
flake. His interest grew as a small child
in Jericho, Vermont. He was utter-
ly fascinated by the falling flakes and
tried drawing them as he viewed them
through a microscope. Due to their
fleeting nature he struggled to accu-
rately depict them before they melt-
ed. As an adult he had the notion to
attempt to photograph them. Bent-
ley walked through his family farm
fields holding a piece of black velvet
catching snowflakes as they descend-
ed. With a feather he brushed aside
the ones he wasnt interested in. When
he found ones he liked best he would
place them under a specially designed
microscope attached to a camera. On
January 15, 1885 he snapped the
very first photograph of a snowflake.
Throughout the course of his life he
captured over 5,000 images and pub-
lished about half of them just before he
died in 1931.

Maryland is considered a mild or
temperate climate. Averaging just 20.6
inches of snow statewide, though lo-
cal results may differ depending on
whether you reside in Garrett or
Worcester county or anywhere in be-
tween. Locally the largest single snow-
fall event occurred in January 2016
when winter storm Jonas dropped
33.5 inches on Frederick, breaking the
previous record of 31 inches from a
blizzard in 1983.

Some like it hot, and as the re-
ports from NOAA and NASA de-
tailed 2016 was the hottest year on re-
cord. As was 2015 the year before that,
and 2014 the year before that. Cur-
renty 2017 ranks as the second hot-
test year on record, but we are on pace
to break the record yet again. With ex-
tended warm and dry spells, especially
throughout winter, risk of wildfires in-
creases exponentally. Increased evap-
oration from warm winter days dries
out forest floors and leaves leaf litter
less compact making them more sus-
ceptible to fire risk later in the year.
The western United States has been
thoroughly ravaged by fires the past
several years, coinciding with warmer
and drier winters.

It's a common urban legend that 10
inches of snow is the equivalent of 1
inch of rain. The truth is a little more
complicated, but it isnt far off. This
truism holds when temperatures hov-

er around freezing (32 degrees Fahr-
enheit), but in warmer temperatures
(like late winter/early spring snows)
snow is usually comprised of more wa-
ter. The exchange rate could be as high
as 5 inches of snow to 1 inch of wa-
ter. With colder temperatures, where
snow is fluffier and lighter, the ratio
can be as high as 15 inches of snow
to 1 inch of water. This can make the
type of melt all the more important.
A slow melt would benefit the wa-
ter table and aquifer by slowly perco-
lating and trickling slowly through the
soil refilling our aquifer and our drink-
ing supply. Snowmelt that does seep
into the aquifer will help to stave off
drought conditions later in the year.
On the flip side, a fast melt clears road-
ways, but leads to other problems. A
fast melting heavier snow could cer-
tainly lead to potental flooding and
polluted runoff. If drainage areas are
obstructed or clogged this compounds
the problem spilling polluted runoff
directly into streams and waterways.
Digging out gutters and drainage areas
would help to mitigate these problems.
When old man winter pulls a blan-
ket of snow over our heads the snow
actually acts a lot like a blanket. Fresh-
ly fallen snow is comprised of 90 - 95%
air, which like a blanket, acts as an insu-
lator. The air contained within is con-
stricted and prevents warmth from the
ground leeching into the air above.
The depth of snow increases the tem-
perature about 2 degrees Fahrenheit
per inch. This helps protect gardens,
landscapes, and animals found shelter-
ing within wild areas. One study found
that at -14 degrees Fahrenheit the soil
under a 9 inch snowfall regjstered at

28 degrees Fahrenheit. This difference
can be critical for some species. Snow
also lessens extreme temperature fluc-
tuations. If the temperature rises high
enough during the day plants will at-
tempt to take moisture from the soil.
If soil is frozen solid this can lead to de-
hydration causing some plants to die
from thirst. Melting snow helps to pre-
vent this by providing much needed
moisture to plants. While mostly ben-
eficial to evergreens, which keep foliage
year round, dormant plants contn-
ue to lose water through evaporation.
Snowfall and melt help to replenish
much needed water supplies and pre-
vent injury or death.

While most animals will either mi-
grate or hibernate during the winter,
others simply adapt. Many even thrive
in the snowy conditions. When that
blanket of snow covers the ground it
acts as an igloo for many small mam-
mals, keeping them warm and safe
from predators. Mice, moles, voles,
and shrews depend on these snow
blankets because they dont have
enough fur or fat to adequately protect
them from cold or harsh conditions.
Underneath the snow they create a
network of tunnels that provides fresh
warm air and plenty of escape routes
from predators like foxes or coyotes.
Other predators, like the Arctic Fox,
will change coats during the winter
months donning a fresh white fur to
help camouflage with the snow. Living
underneath the snow pack allows the
chance for survival untl temperatures
rise and food is bountiful again.

If you're not a fan of snow try mi-
grating south. Key West, Florida has

never reported snow and the cold-
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Wilson “Snowflake” Bentley was the first person to
photograph a snowflake. His efforts revealed to the gen-
eral public the extent of Mother Nature’s artistic skills -

which mankind can never come close to replicating.

est temperature ever recorded was
41 degrees in January 1981. Legislat-
ing against snow might be a nice ges-
ture as well. In 1992 the city council of
Syracuse, NY passed a decree outlaw-
ing any additional snow before Christ-
mas Eve. It snowed just two days later
though, proving yet again that nature

cant easily be subdued. Whether you
despise snow or you dream of a white
winter, remember as you inevitably
shovel out that snow ensures a better,
wetter, healthier year later on.

10 read past articles of In the Country,
visit the Authors section of Emmitsburg.
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REAL SCIENCE

The chemistry of dry cleaning

Michael Rosenthal

he scientific publications I

read, magazines and news-
papers, are currently dominated
by issues that relate to climate
change. These discussions focus
upon the differences in opin-
ion and approach between the
federal government and the sci-
entific community. No com-
promises or resolution of the dif-
ferences of opinion seem to be in
sight, so I'm taking the liberty of
taking a month off in reporting
on these energy issues.

All of us have experience
with dry cleaning. Dry clean-
ing isnt really dry, it utilizes
solvents that are not water to
clean clothes, and is utilized for
clothing that would not do well
being immersed in water. The
first thing is to sort the sub-
mitted items and pretreat any
really tough stains. The clothes
are then “washed” in a machine
with an organic chemical sol-
The solvent used most is
perchloroethene, referred to as
“perc” by the dry-cleaning indus-
try. Perc is an organic chemical
with a C-C double bond and 4

chlorine atoms.

vent.

Those of you who stud-
ied organic chemistry in col-
lege may be thinking that dry
cleaning plants may not be the
healthiest place to work. Indeed
chemicals of this sort are toxic,
and long-term exposure is not

a good idea. Perc is classified
as a probable carcinogen, and
exposure may damage the liver
and kidneys. Some 6.8 million
kilograms of perc were utilized
by the dry cleaning industry
in 2012. These concerns have
led to the secking of alterna-
tives to perc by the dry-clean-
ing industry, including 1-bro-
mopropane, propylene glycol
ethers, silicones, and high-pres-
sure carbon dioxide. You may
have noticed that your clothes
returning from the dry cleaners
often have a distinctive chemi-
cal smell about them until they
air out.

When I went to college, there
were nowhere near the safety pre-
cautions taken in the laboratory
that we now implement. Labora-
tories are now better ventilated.
Fume hoods, which are self-ven-
tilating enclosures, are used for
many experiments that involve
more dangerous chemicals. Stu-
dents are expected to wear slacks
and long-sleeve shirts, and to
utilize lab coats and wear goggles
to protect the eyes at all times.
Lab accidents do occur, and seri-
ous consequences are known to
result. As I was finishing gradu-
ate school at The University of
Illinois, a professor of chemistry
of some distinction was fatally
injured due to an explosion in
his research lab. My thanks go
to Andy Brunning in Chemical
and Engineering News for pro-
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Stayman, Granny Smith, Cameo,
Gala, Fuji & Gold Rush Apples

Seckel & Bosc Pears
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wwwcatloctinmountainarchard. com
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+ Toxic to Environment
&/ Damages Fabrics
& Leaves Bad Odor
& Causes Cancer

Perc, the chemical used in ‘dry cleaning,” has recently been classified as a
probable carcinogen. Exposure may damage the liver and kidneys.

viding the necessary background
for this explanation.

On a cheerier note, we have
just enjoyed the season of fall
leaves, typical of climates such as
ours that have distinctive sum-
mers and winters. Leaves start
out green, because they utilize
a process called photosynthesis
via the chemical transformation
of air and water into sugar with
the assistance of chlorophyll,
the chemical that makes leaves
green. As winter comes closer,
chlorophyll production decreases
with the less sunlight avail-
able, and the other pigments in
leaves become evident, giving us
oranges and reds. The exact col-
oring of fall foliage is the result
of a mix of these red, orange, and
yellow pigments. Such expo-
sure, soil moisture, and tempera-
ture contribute to this process,
and hence the variety of colors
we see. As fall moves along, sun-
light and frost kill off pigments,
leaving behind tannin, which
is brown. The brown leaves
undergo cell breakdown, making
them fragile, and wind and cold
eventually remove them from the
trees. In the spring, the process
begins anew.

Let’s take a look now at an
important development beyond
the earth’s surface.

For thirteen years, NASA’s
Cassini spacecraft provided us
with wonderful discoveries. It

was launched in 1997 to bring
us information about Saturn
and its moons. The last con-
tact was September 15, 2017, as
it plunged into Saturn’s atmo-
sphere and vaporized. The space-
craft spent 13 years orbiting Sat-
urn, studying the planet and its
system after entering orbit on
July 1, 2004. On the way it flew
by Venus twice, Earth, the aster-
oid Masursky, and in December
of 2000, Jupiter. It revealed the
methane lakes of Titan, the sub-
terranean ocean beneath the Sat-
urn moon Enceladus’s icy crust,
and a host of moonlets in Sat-
urn’s rings. The rings are now
believed to have been formed
100 million years ago. Scien-
tists feel that this project revolu-
tionized human understanding
of the Saturn system. The mis-
sion has especially revolutionized
our understanding of gas giants
and has examined the potential
for life to exist in the solar sys-
tem beyond earth.

The ozone hole is a region of
exceptionally depleted ozone in
the stratosphere over the Ant-
arctic. Ozone protects the earth
from the effects of ultraviolet
rays, and thus depleting of the
ozone layer has serious conse-
quences for life on earth. The
good news is that the hole in
the protective ozone layer is its
smallest size since 1988. The
hole is 1.2 million square miles

Silo Hill Car Wash

Summer means road trips &
vacation! Wash away the bugs
and grime when you get home!

301-447-4720
107 Silo Hill Parkway, Emmitsburg

smaller than last year, and it is
still shrinking. ~ The weather
has an impact on its growth or
shrinkage, but the reduction of
the emission of ozone-depleting
chemicals, a conscious human
effort, has been the major cause
in its protection. It is 30 years
since the establishment of The
Montreal Protocol, an inter-
national agreement that led to
major global efforts to phase out
the use of ozone-depleting chem-
icals. The culprits are chemicals
that had been used in refrigera-
tors, air-conditioners, and aero-
sol cans — chlorofluorocarbons
— and replacing them with safer
chemicals.

One of the scientific topics
that tends to overwhelm us is
that the universe is so large and
that we are such a small part of
it. Last month it was reported by
a researcher at The University of
Hawaii Institute for Astronomy
that a small bright object was
observed streaking across the sky.
Because of the unique path it fol-
lowed, it was concluded to be a
space rock from another solar
system. According to NASA,
the object was an asteroid about
400 meters across and moving
at a clip of 27 miles per second.
The object had approached from
above from the direction of the
constellation Lyra and had been
through interstellar
space at a rate of nearly 16 miles

cruising

per second. It is now zooming
toward another part of the galaxy
toward the constellation Pegasus.
No interstellar asteroid had ever
been seen before!

Astronomers aren’t entirely
sure what this object is. They
first called it a comet, but since
it had no corona, a cloud of gas
and dust that surrounds a com-
et’s core, they thus declared it
to be an asteroid. The astrono-
mers are confident that it comes
from outside our solar system.
Further studies of it are under-
way before it disappears to try to
determine its exact size, shape,
and spin rate, and to analyze
the colors of light emitted and
absorbed by the object to deter-
mine its composition. I will
keep alert for more information
on this remarkable phenomenon.

10 read past articles by Michael
Rosenthal visit, the Authors section
of Emmitsburg. net.
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THE VILLAGE IDIOT

The M-65

Jack Deatherage, Jr.

ts past time I replace my M-65

field jacket. If memory serves
I paid some online store $85 for
the piece of poorly made crap. It
arrived with buttons about to fall
off and was never water repellent.
It was a new (made to US mili-
tary specs) coat I'd have sent back
if I could have found a better made
jacket locally. Sadly, the last army
surplus store I dealt with in this
area had long since closed shop.

The first M field jacket I wore 1
found in a box of Dad’s stuff in the
garage at TJ’s in 1968. Researching
the M series- I think the coat was
an M-51, the jacket that replaced
the World War II jacket (M-43)
and the Korean War jacket (M-50).
Dad retired in ‘63. According to
Wikipedia: “The M-1951 was
given snap fasteners instead of
buttons and a zipper. Unlike the
M-1965 field jacket that replaced
it, the M-1951 had button cuffs,
a pointed collar and had a separate
hood that buttoned on to the col-
lar.” That perfectly describes the
jacket I eventually put on.

The M-51 jacket did not have
the winter lining, though I wore it
with only a T-shirt between me and
it when walking into town to get
drunk back when sub zero temps
werent unusual here. I'm not sure
what year I took to wearing it, but I
know I got growled at for not leav-
ing it in my high school locker my
senior year (1971-72). That was
the jacket First Sister embroidered
the Eye and Ring (from the covers
of the second edition of The Lord
of the Rings) on the back of. That
jacket was literally a rag when I
walked into an army surplus store
in Hanover PA and bought the sec-
ond jacket.

Worn though it was, the second
M-51 was of the same quality as the
first one. Sadly, the third jacket I
acquired was just after the Vietham
war had ended. A retiring Warrant
Officer had brought a trailer load
of never worn M-65s home with
him and was selling them for about
$45 a pop. I noticed immediately
the quality was not the same as the
earlier jackets I'd worn.

From what I'm reading as I ran-
sack the ‘Net for sites selling M-65s
I'm concluding the price range of
$70 - $85 is the cheap crap I'm
currently wearing. The $150, and
up, jackets are better made and
designed with hardware like the
first two I wore- button and snaps
rather than cheap, quick to degrade
Velcro. Unfortunately, I'm too pot-
bellied to wear them.

As I'm tired of buying junk that
doesn't last, and I'm pretty much
done stomping through briers,
rolling under barbed wire fences,
carrying firewood (to heat the
homes of friends I never visited
in the winter anyhow) and sleep-
ing under bridges- I figure a $150
(non-military jacket) should last
long enough to wrap me in it as I
go into the manure pit and on to

the next adventure. I'll buy a “civil-
ian” field jacket, or barn coat, or
travelers coat sold by reputable
companies that have been around
as long as I can remember, and
with whom I've done business over
the last couple of decades. So off I
go to look at those offerings online.

And of course the reviews of the
“civilian” jackets I want say they are
imported crap of such a low qual-
ity -compared to the originals- as
to make them worthless, in my sel-
dom humble opinion. Somehow,
I am not surprised. The rule of
thumb in the manufacturing world
is: make a solid quality product and
sell it as cheaply as possible. Once the
customer is “hooked”, make the prod-
uct as cheaply as possible, for as long
as possible, then come up with a new
product when the customer stops buy-
ing the other one in disgust. Back to
the military jackets I go. At least I
know the quality of the one I have-
poor though it is.

Evidently I'm not the typical
Google search engine user who
gives up after the first page of offer-
ings Google pushes on unsuspect-
ing users. Sure, digging deeper
into the Net requires an interrup-
tion of nap time, but most of what
I'm interested in is seldom found
within the first two, or even four
pages of Google goop. When I
start changing search words while
looking for information it is not
unusual for me to skim through
a dozen Google pages. Which is
what happened in the search for
a decent M field jacket that I can
afford, and will fit me.

What I eventually found was a
reproduction of the M-51 with the
familiar bells and whistles plus-

“Crafted from high-count mil-
itary 100% nylon/cotton
sateen”

spec

“Machine wash warm, tumble
dry low”
“Proudly made in the USA”

Yippee! Of course the jacket
costs a bit more than the $150
I wanted to spend. $300, plus
shipping nearly knocked me out
of my computer chair! It took
a bit of calming down for me
to recall I once spent $500 for
a suit I wore two or three times
before the moths found it. $300
for a jacket T'll wear until its a
rag seems a pretty smart bargain
when looked at that way.

The company that makes the
M-51 I'm lusting after also makes
a reproduction of the M-65 using
the same cloth as the M-51’s. An
added bonus is inside pockets
that I thought the military should
have added way back when. But
those pockets arent worth an
extra $130 the jacket commands,
though it is available in potbel-
lied macaque sizes. I briefly con-
sider spending the extra money
so I can zip the jacket closed, but
99% of the time I leave the jacket
open anyhow. Besides, I can suck
the gut in enough to zip a size
2XL closed. Why spend the extra
cash for a few hours of warm
comfort each winter?

While I'm rooting around the
website, hoping to find a pair of
good winter military boots, I stum-
ble onto the company’s motorcycle
jackets. Oh gods!

“Originally used on the back
of the British BSA M20, and the
Harley-Davidson WLA, the stead-
fast spirit of the four pocket dis-
patch motorcycle jacket has been
unyielding through the years.”

“Crafted from rugged stone-
washed goatskin leather”

“Four oversized bellows snap
down pockets”

“Two inside pockets”

“Proudly made in the USA.”

Oo, I want one! But $950 plus
shipping? And it doesnt come in
pot bellied sizes. And I no longer
enjoy tears freezing to my face as
I guide a motorcycle down US 15
when it’s below freezing out. Nope.
Back to the $300 M-51.

While DW has given me her

Steve Marsalek
ATTORNEY AT LAW
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Jack (wearing his old M-65) reports that this article
is nothing more than fake news aimed at taking work
away from overseas sweat shops.

“oakey doakey” to order the M-51
she balked at my acquiring the mil-
itary winter gloves and boots sim-
ilar to the ones Dad left behind.
She muttered something about my
never shoveling snow or walking
anywhere further than the tattoo
shop, so I didn’t need those win-

ter accessories. In a rare moment of
wisdom, I shut up and settled for
the M-51. (Why should I shovel

snow anyhow?)

10 read other articles by Jack Death-
erage wvisit the Authors section of
Emmitsburg.net.
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PETS

The day I lost my best friend

Gabrielle Barth

November 13. I could just feel
something wasnt right. I
couldn’t explain the emotion, but I
knew something was different.

It was 6:03 a.m., a cold and rainy
morning. [ typically dont get up
to start my day undl 7 am., but
my mom came rushing through
the bedroom door, and said with a
shaky voice, “Bailey has fallen out-
side and you need to go down-
stairs to help your dad, we think she
broke her leg.” I rushed downstairs
and my older brother Riley was al-
ready by her side and helping my
dad. I saw Bailey unable to move. I
could tell she was in pain and didnt
know what to do. I sat with her, pet-
ted her, and tried to soothe her pain
away, but I knew something was re-
ally wrong. My dad said, “Dont
worry, she probably just has a bro-
ken leg. Your mother is taking her to
the emergency room in Frederick.” I
didn’t believe him; I just knew it was
worse than a broken leg.

With tears in my eyes and an emp-
ty feeling in my heart, I got on the
school bus.

I began texting my mom right
away asking, “How was Bailey?”
As a family, we tell the truth, and
even though it was a tough deci-
sion my mom told me the doc-
tors said that Bailey had a stroke
or neurological condition in her
spine and was paralyzed.

“What does that mean? Are you
going to put my best friend down?”
My mom said that is a possibili-

ty but we are going to do whatever
we can to save her. The blood rushed
from my face and I had gone blank.
I turned so white someone at school
called me a ghost. All T could think
about was losing my Bailey. How-
ever, as the day went on it got a lit-
tle better. Everyone told me she was
going to be okay and I desperately
wanted to believe them.

I'walked in through the front door
of our house at 3:42 p.m.. Riley was
in his room with the door locked,
and both of my parents were at my
youngest brother Andrew’s school,
waiting to pick him up. I could just
feel something wasn' right.

I ran to my room, grabbed the
blanket Bailey would always curl up
to and just held it and began to cry.
I didn't know why I was crying but I
knew something was wrong,

A litdle later, my parents called all
of us to the kitchen and they both
hung their heads. I just hoped and
prayed that they were going to say
Bailey was going to be okay. My dad
tried talking but just couldnt find
the words. Riley spoke first and said
“We have to put her down, dont
we?” Right away my parents began
to cry.

At first I thought this couldnt be
true, Bailey was going to be okay, it’s
just a dream.

At 4:12 p.m. the entire fami-
ly walked to the car and began the
long, silent ride to the animal hospi-
tal. It was a 20-minute ride that felt
like hours. As we drove to the hos-
pital everything felt completely un-
real. I was going to wake up and she

was going to be okay. She just had
to be okay.

We waited in a room for the doc-
tor to bring my best friend to me so
could see her one last time. As Bailey
was wheeled over to us on a stretch-
er, I could tell she was happy to see us
but she wasn't herself, she wasn't the
happy dog I knew.

Bailey was the one I could reli-
ably come to with my problems. She
wouldnt judge me. All Bailey would
do was look at me with her big eyes
and listen to my problems while she
laid her head on my lap to comfort me.

Now, it was my turn to comfort
her. As painful as it was, I knew
what she needed. We had a special
relationship.

As I sat on the bed, the nurse and
doctor unstrapped her from the
stretcher and laid her head in my lap.
At first, I was speechless. Finally the
only words I could say to my beloved
friend were “I love you Bailey.”

The doctor had prepared an IV
line in Bailey’s leg. I couldnt bear
to look at it. I could see the doc-
tor looking toward my parents and
with tears rolling down their cheeks
they both nodded their heads. All T
could do was lay my head on her
and cry. A few minutes passed and
I felt her calm down and seconds
later she was gone, my best friend
was gone. I couldn believe it.

The house feels different and so do
I, but I know she’s in a happy place.
I love my Bailey and always will.
Goodbye my best friend, I'm going
to miss you.

Rest in peace Bailey
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A HOME FOR SHELTERED PETS

We had such a great response from our holiday photos last year and the folks at the Emmitsburg News-Journal are so awesome that we're doing it again! These are just a few of the sweethearts
hoping to find a home for the holidays at the Cumberland Valley Animal Shelter. If the time isn't right for you to adopt, please still take a minute to look over these adorable faces and keep them
in mind for friends and family. Talk these babies up! If you can’t adopt, you could always donate items on our wish list, which can be found at www.cvas-pets.org under donations. Giving sup-
plies to help these babies makes sure they'll be comfortable while they wait for their forever homes. Please know that none of these animals are in any danger. CVAS is a low-kill facility and once
an animal reaches the adoption kennels, he or she is typically there until adoption. I cannot adequately express what a privilege it has been to work with the Emmitsburg Journal and its readers.
I wish you all the happiest of holidays and be sure to give your four-legged friends a kiss for me!

For more information about adopting one of these pets, please call the Cumberland Valley Animal Shelter at 717-263-5791 or visit their website at www.cvas-pets.org. The Adams
County Animal Shelter is always looking for humans seeking canine or feline companionship. You can contact them at 717-334-8876 or visit them online at www.adamscountyspca.
org. Also, you can never go wrong dropping by the Frederick County Animal Shelter. Visit them online at www.frederickcountymd.gov/FCAC or call them at 301-600-1546.

Barbie is one silly cat. Look at that pose! Parker is a 1-year-old, incredibly handsome, Sandy is a pretty, brown-tabby girl with white who
This 3-year-old gray girl has quite the personality gray tabby man who has kind of unique coloring. has very expressive eyes. This nice,
and ornery green eyes. If you're looking for a He’s a real sweet fellow looking for someone 1-year-old girl will make someone a
fun companion, stop out and meet Barbie. to love. Could you be that person? wonderful companion.

T Hutch is a 9-year-old
beagle who was sur-
rendered to the shel-
ter because his
owners were downsiz-
ing. He's an incredibly
sweet boy who loves
to be petted and play
with toys. He did have
a faint positive test
for Lyme disease.
We’'re treating him
with antibiotics and
he shows no symp-
toms, but the new pet
parents should be
aware. Please come
give Hutch a second
chance!

Turk is a 4-year-
old boy who has
been here over a
year. He wasn’t
doing very well
in his cage, so he
lives in our treat-
ment room. He
just needed some
space because
he’s so happy
there and is so
affectionate! Turk
loves treats and
fluffy beds - who
doesn’t? Would
you like to snack
with and snuggle
this sweet black-
and-white boy?

Before humans die, they write their Last Will & Testament, give their home & all they have,
to those they leave behind. If, with my paws, | could do the 5 g, this is what 1I'd ask...

Tao a poor and lonely stray I'd give:

I'd ‘Will to the sad, scared Ier dog, the place | had in my
human’'s loving heart, of » i there seemed no Bounds.

5o, when | dic, please do not say, "l will never have a
pet again, for the loss and pain is more than | can stand.”

Instead, go find an unloved dog. one whose life has
held no joy or hope and glve MY place to HIM.

This is the only thingl cm ; Patch is a happy 6-year-old pitbull mix with a lot of energy. He will need
The love | helt ;

- - e someone who can work with him and give him an outlet for all that zeal.
- T . R L = Patch seems ok with other female dogs, but sometimes males bug him.
-= Author Unk r'|-:a::ﬂrr"" [ Beteo | &s He would probably be best as an only dog without cats and with kids older
- ] 1 foLndation than 8. If you've got the right place for Patch, please stop out.

-
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e ]

“'"‘ " HELP BY SHARING & CARING!
8 We are now collecting food and supplies for the local area shelters g
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THE MASTER GARDENER

Winter landscapes can be beautiful!

Mary Ann Ryan
Consumer Horticulture
Penn State Extension

he leaves are off the trees, the

Christmas lights are hung, and
the holiday season is here. But what
about gardening? The days leading
up to Christmas are a great opportu-
nity to take walks outdoors and see
the beauty of the plants. December
brings us berries of all colors, inter-
esting bark on trees and shrubs, and
even a few flowers interspersed. If
we take a look at where these win-
ter spectacles grow, we can re-create
wonderful winter gardens.

Winter landscapes can be beau-
tiful. Shapes and forms come to
the forefront in winter design as
well as textures and silhouettes.
Evergreen trees and shrubs be-
come our mainstay in the winter
landscape. But if we look beyond
the obvious, we can recognize
beauty in deciduous shrubs and
trees, like bark and stems.

Trees like the paperbark maple,
river birch and sycamore have three
distinct silhouettes, three mature
sizes and habits, but all share the
same common interest: their bark.

The paperbark maple, Acer gri-
seum, is one of my favorite trees.
This slow-growing tree offers a
cinnamon colored, peeling bark
on the trunk and branches. It is a
slow grower that likes part shade
to full sun and reaches about 20-
25’. It’s not fussy about soil, but
don’t place it in a really dry lo-
cation. Well-drained soils are ide-
al. This is a great selection for a
specimen tree or focal point in
the garden where the tree bark
and color will be visited on a
more personal level.

River birch, Betula nigra, a na-
tive tree to river and creek banks
as well as marshy areas, has inter-
esting bark. The cinnamon col-
ored peeling bark is exciting in
all four seasons. The leaves on

this tree are small; the canopy
is not dense, allowing the bark
to be visible in and out of leaf.
This tree will reach 50’ and will
thrive in moist soils, but lucky
for us, it is very versatile, adapt-
ing to drier locations as well. In a
grouping of three or five, this se-
lection is outstanding. Use it as
a plant grouping in the yard, or
as a single tree as a specimen in
a foundation planting. Grown in
clumps or single stemmed allows
for a variety of design styles, from
a more natural look to a formal
appearance.

What about sycamores? Much
like the river birch, this tree is also
native and seen along creek banks.
However, the sycamore is a large
shade tree, adapting well to wet
soils and well-drained soils. It too
has a peeling bark, white and gray
in color, making a very interesting
addition to your winter landscape.
Its heavy branching and coarse
structure makes it an exciting tree
in the yard.

The sycamore will reach to 100 if
kept healthy. However, this particu-
lar tree does have some issues. Dis-
eases like anthracnose and bacterial
leaf scorch can cause early defolia-
tion of the tree as carly as August.
The best defense against these prob-
lems is to keep the leaves and twigs
that fall to the ground cleaned up
as well as cutting out dead and dy-
ing limbs. It is a relatively fast grow-
ing tree, and may be a selection for
quick shade.

In addition to trees, many shrubs
also have interesting bark and twigs.
Some of these include the oakleaf
hydrangea and shrub dogwoods.

Oakleaf hydrangea, Hydrangea
quercifolia, is a lovely large grow-
ing native shrub. The interest in this
plant for the winter lies in the bark,
much like the paperbark maple. The
stems peel, showing a pretty cinna-
mon color and texture throughout
the winter months. This plant likes
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more shade than sun. These plants
have large white panicles of flowers
in the summer, and have a lovely red
fall color, making this a great choice
for any season. As its name suggests,
the leaves are shaped like an oak leaf,
giving a coarse texture to your gar-
den. This plant can be successful-
ly used as a specimen plant or in a
shrub grouping. Oakleaf hydran-
geas will reach 6’ — 8. Since this is
a very large shrub, be sure you place
this at the right location so you
do not have to prune to reduce or
maintain the size. It looks best in its
natural form.

There are dwarf cultivars avail-
able in the industry like Pee Wee'.
This pretty shrub has all the char-
acteristics of the straight species, but
will maintain a size of 3’-4’, making
this an exciting shrub for founda-
tion plantings for all season interest.

The dogwoods, Cornus alba,
Cornus stolonifera, and Cornus ser-
icea, are all species of the red and yel-
low twig dogwoods. These shrubs
are not known for their flowers but
for their winter color in the twigs. As
their name suggests, the stems are a
brilliant red or yellow, giving color
in our winter gardens. Many variet-
ies of these plants are available. Typ-
ically this group of plants can grow
to 10’, but some varieties have been
selected to remain shorter, closer to
the four — five foot range, to fit bet-
ter into the average landscape. Ask
your nurseryman for varieties that
are shorter. This plant will adapt
well to most soils, but naturally will
grow in wetter locations. This plant
group will need to be pruned reg-
ularly as the colored twigs are the
newest growth. The old wood be-
comes brown. Just cut out the old
wood in the spring before the plant
comes out into leaf; and your plants
will keep their bright twig color.

Often when speaking of ber-
ried plants, birds are the source of
the discussion. As much as I love
watching the birds in the winter and

The Winterberry Holly provides interest to the winter land-
scape with its vibrant, red berries and also offers an im-
portant food source for wintering songbirds.

value the food we provide through
plantings, I'd like to propose a dif-
ferent perspective on our winter
wonderland.

Consider the value of the textures
and shapes these winter plants pro-
vide through their berries. Some of
the plants I'll mention have berries
that hang in clusters at the end of
the branches, and some are up and
down the branch, held singly. The
snow enhances these textures as the
lack of leaves enhances the branch-
ing structure.

Callicarpa Americana is a native
shrub that has purple berries along
the stem of the shrub. These pur-
ple berries are unique in color.
The plants grow relatively quick-
ly, reaching up to six feet so they
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can create a barrier in short no-
tice. They do best in moist, well-
drained soil in part-shade.

Viburnum trilobum, American
Cranberry bush, is a native shrub
that reaches up to 12 feet tall. It
likes sun to part shade, gets a nice
red fall color, white flowers in the
spring and red berries. The berries
give a great texture to the winter
landscape. It looks great used as a
specimen or in a hedgerow.

Symphoricarpus Proud Berry
TM 1is a smaller shrub that has
pink berries. It only gets about
4 feet tall and wide, so it is a
smaller deciduous shrub. Its de-
scription boasts that deer dislike
it, and so far my experience has
proved that to be true. Howev-
er, the birds aren’t crazy about it
either, which just means that the
berries will be lingering much
longer than most berried shrubs!
Part shade is best for this plant,
but I have it growing in full sun
and it’s doing quite well.

“Winter Gold’ holly, Ilex verticil-
lata, is an unusual cultivar as it has
golden berries instead of the typi-
cal red berries. It is a very exciting
choice, appearance-wise, for a win-
ter landscape and it is more avail-
able than ever in the nurseries. This
plant likes part shade but will grow
in full sun if it has enough moisture.
It grows to about 4 — 5 feet.

Check out some of these trees
and shrubs in catalogs and on-line.
Also, look around at the plant life
in nature as you take winter walks.
Gather the stems and berries that
you may see and identify them.
They just may be the next best
plant for your winter landscape.

1o read other gardening articles, vis-
it the Gardening section of Emmits-
burg.net.
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THE MASTER GARDENER

Become a Frederick County
Master Gardener!

f you love plants—growing

them, studying them, talking
about them—you can put your
passion for plants to good use
and make new friends by be-
coming a Master Gardener! The
Master Gardener program turns
avid (and aspiring) gardeners
into expert gardeners who share
their knowledge through com-
munity greening efforts, plant
clinics, and a variety of outreach
programs.

An important part of being a
Master Gardener is contributing
to the community. In their first
year, Master Gardeners volunteer
40 hours to educate the people
of Frederick County about effec-
tive and sustainable horticultural
practices that build healthy gar-
dens, landscapes and communi-
ties. Volunteer opportunities are
extensive.

Master Gardeners host “Ask a
Master Gardener” Plant Clinics -
identifying plants, plant diseases,
and insects found in and around

homes. They also share environ-
mentally beneficial landscaping
methods through the Demon-
stration Garden; the Grow It -
Eat It program, the Bay-Wise
program and via Seminars and
Workshops. Master Gardeners
love to share gardening ideas with
our seniors via therapeutic horti-
culture programs and with youth
via gardening projects and judg-
ing training, not to mention sup-
porting greening efforts through-
out the region.

Ifall this sounds appealing and
you are a Frederick County resi-
dent, visit the Master Gardeners
website at www.extension.umd.
edu/frederick-county/home-gar-
dening for more information.
Cost for training is $225. To en-
roll, write to Susan Trice, MG
Coordinator, at strice@umd.
edu as soon as possible to begin
the application process. Training
Classes for 2018 begin in Febru-
ary, on Tuesdays and Thursdays

from 9 am. — 3 p.m..
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Small Town Gardener
Making a lot out of a little

Marianne Willburn

t this time of year there is much advice floating
bout to “use natural materials” to create amazing
holiday decorations cheaply. Indeed I've floated much
of it myself. However it did occur to me this afternoon
as  watched a resourceful young woman picking pine-
cones off the side of the road, that for the average sub-
urban or urban dweller with little land at his or her
disposal, it might not be second nature to make the
most of what you have — both because you feel there
isn't much, and because of the great plethora of cin-
namon-scented whatsits greeting you at the big box
stores which make it ever-easier to hand over the plas-
tic card.

Yet the more we hand over the plastic card, the
more hours we have to work to pay off the contents of
those highly inconvenient statements that appear with
teeth-grinding regularity every month. So wouldnt it
be better to shave off a little here, a little there, and
grind the teeth less fiercely?

And, since the children are always needing shoes
and there seems to be no limit to the amount of in-
surance we are supposed to carry these days, why not
start with holiday decorations — something whose use-
fulness is fleeting, cost far too much money, and which
look best in rustic, handmade form?

Resources are everywhere, we just need to retrain
our minds to see them. In many ways, our tunnel vi-
sion can be laid squarely at the feet of marketing teams
who have showed us how we need to decorate and
what decorations need to look like for far too long.
Trained thus, its hard to look ata ‘hand painted’ Mer-
ry Christmas sign on aged barn wood and make the
connection between that and the half gallon of rem-
nant paint you have propping up a couple of pieces of
scrap wood in the cellar. Somehow we categorize the
former as “magic” and the latter as “mess.”

Believe me, that rustic barn wood is not kissed by
the breath of angels, nor is it in all probability, barn
wood. (How many old farmers laugh at this barn
wood obsession these days I wonder?) In fact, it's prob-
ably not as rustic as the pieces you found next to the
paint can.

Sand the wood a bit, grab a pencil, map out your
letters, and start painting. Remember, your bad hand-
writing is someone elses ‘boutique country.” Drill a
couple holes, attach some wire (found in the bottom
of the bottom of the junk drawer), and hang it. Glue
gun a couple pinecones on it if you're feeling defiant.

You just saved yourself $29.99.

Most of you don't want a sign. That's okay — I use the
sign merely as an example of something you can cre-
ate once you pull that silk curtain away from the wizard
and realize that you can create it. Its a symbol of look-
ing at things differently.

So with that in mind, lecs look at an average small
yard and use it to decorate the front door step.

First, our resources

And they're not inspiring. There’s a naked dogwood
and a solitary overgrown boxwood in a corner. The veg-
ctable bed has gone to sleep, as has the prized hydran-
gea on the side of the house. In the back, the chain link
fence is absolutely covered in wild grape tendrils.

Now our tools: A pair of pruners, a glue gun, a strand
of white lights (you know youve got an extra), and a
spool of lightweight wire (you have my permission to
pay good money for that one).

Then, a wreath

Cut down the grape vines (or honeysuckle, or bitter-
sweet, or Virginia creeper — you need to anyway, they're
taking over). Put the ends of three or four in your hand
and wrap them like a hose to make a circle. Keep going
until it’s the thickness you want and use your wire and/
or another vine to roughly hold it together. That’s your
base. Most stores would charge you $9.99 for this alone,
and you're not even finished.

Remove the awkward dogwood branch you've
been meaning to prune all summer and cut off
the small sprays of berries on the end. Insert them
throughout the framework of the wreath. Your
wreath is now worth $13.99, and when you glue-
gun small pieces of dried hydrangea onto it, you can
add another three bucks.

For the pi¢ce de résistance, the boxwood (which also
needed a summer pruning and never got it) gets a light
haircut and offers a bit of greenery to balance all those
tawny colors. Put two or three sprigs together with wire,
then insert them deeply into the base. Boxwood isnt
cheap and elevates your wreath into the realm of ‘bou-
tique-worthy.” If youre not satisfied, fiddle with it un-
til you are.

Next, a miniature ‘tree.’

Go out to the vegetable garden and grab one of those
rusting tomato cages. Turn it upside down and wire the
three spiky legs together to form a cone at the top. Use
a few more of those vines to wrap it like a spiral, using
wire to hold it to the cone. Follow up with the lighs,
and don' get precious about it — remember, we're work-
ing for ‘rustic.

Now put the base inside an unused pot, plug in the
lights, hang your wreath on the door and stand back

and see what you just created
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from what you had. If you re-
ally want to get fancy; pick up
some pinecones or Osage or-
anges from the side of the road
(cmon, everyones doing it),
and fill the pot with same. Fill
another couple while youre
at it — groupings look best in
threes.

You just saved yourself a
lot of money. If you involved
your kids, you can count this
as  “instructional  bonding
time.” If you involved a botte
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of wine and your spouse, you
can count this as “couples skill
building.” Whatever you call it,
call it good.

Look around you. Find your
resources. There is another way.

Merry Christmas everyone!

- Marianne is a Master Garden-
L er and the author of Big Dreams,
Small Garden. You can read
more ar www.smalltowngarden-
er.com or follow The Small Town
Gardener on Facebook.
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Victory for the Catoctin academic team

Edison Hatter

’I‘his is the world’s longest run-
ning television quiz that be-
gan in 1961 in Washington D.C.
and has featured contestants Hil-
lary Clinton, George Stephanopou-
lous, and Michael Chabon. Answer:
Its Academic. Beginning every fall,
81 schools from the D.C. area and
81 different schools from the Balti-
more area compete in a single elim-
ination tournament for the title of
Academic Tournament Champions.
Catoctin High School’s team, com-
prised of team captain Edison Hat-
ter, Casey Ecker, and Jude O’ Don-
nell, recently competed in their first
round matchup, defeatdng East-
ern Tech High School and Franklin
High School to move onto the next
round of the tournament.

The academic team has been
coached by Cartoctin science teach-
er Douglas Young for the past three

years. He is assisted by fellow science
teacher Rebecca Hurley and photog-
raphy teacher Theresa Hutchinson.
Besides Hatter, Ecker, and O’ Don-
nell, Sean Miller, Emmalynn May;
Max Bingman, and Owen Bubcyzk
are on the team as well. The team has
four seniors, Hatter, Ecker, O’ Don-
nell, and Miller. None have participat-
ed all four years of high school, as Hat-
ter and Ecker joined their sophomore
year and Miller and O’ Donnell joined
their junior year. Hatter and Ecker
were both contestants on the television
show last year, but Cartoctin narrowly
lost to James M. Bennett High School.

The television version of the show
consists of five rounds. All teams start
with one hundred points and points
are added or deducted for correct or in-
correct answers. The first round is the
common thread round. All of the an-
swers have something in common and
ten points are added or deducted for

correct or incorrect answers. For Cato-

ctin's appearance on the show, all of the
answers were eight letter animals. East-
ern Tech took an early lead on the first
question, but Catoctin fought back,
answering four of the final seven ques-
tions correct. At the end of the round,
Catoctin led with 140 points, Franklin
had 120, and Eastern Tech had 100.
The second round is an individu-
al team round where twenty points
are added for a correct answer, but no
points are deducted for an incorrect
answer. Six questions are asked to each
team including multiple choice ques-
tionsand anagrams. In the round, East-
ern Tech and Franklin each answered
four questions correctly, while Catoc-
tin answered five questions correctly
to extend their lead. At the end of the
round, Catoctin led with 240 points,
while Franklin and Eastern Tech con-
tinued to trail. The third round is an-
other competitive round where teams
have to answer eight visual questions
with correct answers adding twenty

points and incorrect answers deduct-
ing twenty points. Once again, Cato-
ctin dominated, answering three of the
questions to extend their lead even fur-
ther. At the end of the round, Catoctin
had 300 points. Meanwhile, Eastern
Tech answered two questions correct-
ly to jump to 220 points, while Frank-
lin answered one correctly, but missed
two to drop to 180 points at the end of
the round.

The fourth round is another team
round, where teams get eight ques-
tions, each worth twenty points,
with no deductions for incorrect an-
swers. Eastern Tech went first and an-
swered six correctly to move to 340
points, while Franklin answered sev-
en correct to move to 320 points. Ca-
toctin answered the first five ques-
tions correctly, but faltered on the last
three to move to 400 points. The last
question is a grab bag round. Ques-
tions are asked until time for the show
runs out. Regular questions are worth

plus or minus twenty points, while vi-
sual questions are worth plus or mi-
nus thirty points. Catoctin answered
a regular question correctly in the ear-
ly stages of the round to gain a 100
point lead. They then realized they
didn’t need to answer any more ques-
tions to win the match.

Soon, Eastern Tech and Franklin be-
came desperate and began answering
every question wildly. As a result, East-
ern Tech ended up losing 50 points
in the final round, finishing with 290
points. Franklin gained 50 points in
the round, thanks to a decision change
at the end of the match that awarded
Franklin 40 additional points. Cato-
ctin only answered the one question
in the round and finished in the lead
with 420 points. As a result, Catoctin
will advance to the playoffs and play
again on January 27 against River Hill
and Middletown. That episode will be
aired at a date to be determined later,
likely in April or early May.

Over the hill and through the woods

g re you an outdoor enthusiast or
vid hiker? Are you looking for

some great products, locally made, or
environmentally friendly? Look no
further, and stop by South Mountain
Supply Company! Jared Ferraro, own-
er of South Mountain Supply Compa-
ny, can supply you with a gathering of
good goods for life and its adventures.
Ferraro is a graphic designer by
trade with eleven years of experience.
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As a designer, he creates custom vinyl
decals and signage for a variety of cli-
ents ranging from kayak clubs to tat-
too artists. He also creates branding
and marketing materials for nonprof-
its, community-focused events, en-
vironmental education centers, engi-
neering firms, small businesses and
nationally syndicated productions.
With a passion for spending time
in the great outdoors and his back-

ground as a graphic designer, Ferraro
decided to combine his interests and
create a store that caters to hikers and
outdoor enthusiasts.

The original spark that turned the
dream into a reality actually began
with something a tad unconvention-
al: stickers. Ferraro began by design-
ing custom, high quality; vinyl de-
cals for friends, but realized right away
that stickers don't stand out on a dis-

play table. His solution, he decided,
was to carry others' wares in addi-
tion to his designs. Drawing inspira-
tion from the “general store” & sup-
ply wagons of long ago, Ferraro came
up with the concept of South Moun-
tain Supply Company.

In 2016, Ferraro opened South
Mountain Supply Company as a pop-
up shop to sell his decals as well as a
handful of items made in the USA.

e

-

e s

AV RO
NN

and Food Donations for the community will be accepted now through December 18th.

PLEASE HELP US FILL A TRUCK!

WANTZ CHEVROLET
1 Chevro Drive, Taneytown

410-751-1200

Visit us at www. WantzChevrolet.com

«

“Don’t take a chance, buy from Wantz”

= iy

FIND

This past spring, Ferraro was pre-
sented with an opportunity to open
a studio and retail space at Strawber-
ry Hill Nature Preserve, located at
1537 Mount Hope Road, Fairfield.
Ferraro couldnt resist the opportu-
nity and jumped at the chance to be
more involved with an organization
that he believes in, as well as be part

continued on next page
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South Mountain Supply Company has all sorts of goodies
for outdoor enthusiasts and hikers!

of the South Mountain area. Setting
up shop at Strawberry Hill, which
is linked with the Appalachian hik-
ing Trail and Michaux State Forest,
seemed like the perfect way to reach
out to hikers and those who loved
spending time outdoors.

“Everyone talks about American
jobs, and I wanted to make a differ-
ence by supporting small, US compa-
nies,” said Ferraro. The products sold
at South Mountain Supply Company
include USA-made t-shirts and water
bottles, locally-made beef jerky and
other trail snacks, organic coffee, fair-
trade chocolate and hemp products
for life and all of its adventures. More
recendy, South Mountain  Supply
Company has expanded to include:
Ruff Wear dog producs, first aid sup-
plies, camping gear, tick and bug re-
pellents, identification guides and pie
irons, just to name a few.

Ferraro and his wife take pride
in supplying customers with quali-
ty goods from independent, do-good
companies, featuring products made
in America. SoMoSuCo sells their fa-
vorites; tested, tried and true. They

consciously select brands that share
their ideals and lifestyle while pro-
moting the idea of buying local and
spending time outdoors.

In addition to the shops perma-
nent location at Strawberry Hill Na-
ture Preserve, interested persons can
find South Mountain Supply Com-
pany at brew festivals, farmers mar-
kets, community events and arts and
crafts shows throughout York and Ad-
ams County.

In the future, Ferraro hopes to de-
velop South Mountain Supply Com-
pany into a lifestyle brand for those
who love to explore and be among
the trees. The shop will eventually be
online too! For now, take a peck at
southmountainsupplyco.com for a
listing of their upcoming events and
shop hours. For any questions, reach
out to Ferraro at southmountainsup-
plyco@gmail.com. Store hours are
Friday 10 a.m —4 p.m. or by appoint-
ment. Remember, this holiday sea-
son, stop by South Mountain Supply
Company and pick up some one-of-
a-kind products for the outdoor en-
thusiast on your Christmas list!
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FREE TIRE EVALUATION'

The Christmas travel rush is here! Make sure your tires
are safe for the trip to those family get togethers. If you
don't need new tires we'll tell you so. You can drive with
confidence knowing road conditions won't be an issue.
If you do need new tires, we will help you choose the
right ones from a large selection of quality tires at very
reasonable prices!

Looking after your bottom line is how we look after our bottom line!

Bob Mort
Locally Owned & Operated

QUALITY TIRE SERVICE

17650 Creamery Rd. * Emmitsburg * 301-447-2909
Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. » Saturday 8 a.m. - 12 p.m.

* Call Toll Free 1-800-717-2909
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HEALTH NOTES

Making healthy choices

Kelsey Shupe
Frederick Memorial Hospital

ave you ever found yourself

wandering the aisles of the
grocery store trying to make healthy
choices only to find that some prod-
ucts that claim to be “healthy” con-
tain high amounts of sodium, sugar,
trans fats or saturated fats?

The challenge can be even greater
for those who have been advised by
their doctors to follow specific di-
etary instructions to prevent the re-
occurrence of a major health event
like a heart attack or stroke, or to
manage their diabetes.

FMH dietitian Emily Spear pro-
vides nutritional consultations to
patients who have recently left the
hospital following treatment for
conditions such as diabetes or a
heart attack. Making healthier food
choices goes a long way toward help-
ing these patients avoid future hos-
pitalizations. But for many, learning
how to get healthier by eating differ-

Dr. Maurice Smith i a
thoracic surgeon and

the medical director at
bMonocacy Health Pariners

Center for Chest Diseaze.
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ently can be overwhelming. It is not
uncommon for patients to tell Emi-
ly, “I wish I could take you with me
to the grocery store!”

To help these patients, mem-
bers of Frederick Memorial Hos-
pital’s Care Transitions team, along
with registered FMH dietidans,
lead helpful grocery store tours. The
tours are specifically designed for
patients who want to improve their
health through better nutrition and
each tour is specifically tailored to a
specific topic, audience, or health
condition.

Several tmes a month and by
special appointment, Emily meets
a group of 15 people at the Safe-
way on 7th Street or one of the lo-
cal Weis locations for a grocery store
tour. “Our initial tours were for peo-
ple with heart failure and focused on
selecting products lower in sodium,”

she said. “Recently, we've collaborat-
ed with the Frederick County Health
Department to add another tour for
people trying to reduce their risk fac-

tors for Type II Diabetes. That in-
cludes menu planning based on low-
er fat options, fiber-rich choices, and
healthy carbs.” The tours now fo-
cus more on general healthy eating
to manage or prevent several types of
chronic disease.

Members of Frederick’s deaf and
hard-of-hearing community re-
cently attended a tour at a local
Weis Market led by registered di-
etitian Emily Spear. As the group
made their way up and down the
aisles, Emily would stop at various
products to point out the potential
pitfalls in certain labeling, such as
salad dressings labeled as “low-fat”
that are loaded with extra sodium
and sugar.

Emily says one of her main
goals is to provide real-world solu-
tions for people who are earnest-
ly trying to eat more healthfully,
but may have limited time, ener-
gy, or money. “Right there in the
grocery store is the perfect place to
show them the exact products to

e i -.ﬁﬁl

FMH dietitian Emily Spear (right) leads tours of local grocery

stores to help patients better understand food labels and nutrition
information so they can make healthier choices.

choose to make healthier, fresher
meals that are quick, easy, and af-
fordable,” she said.

Along the way, she also took
questions from the tour participants
on topics such as the nutritional val-
ue of fresh versus canned vegetables.
“If you rinse canned vegetables it
will eliminate some of the extra so-
dium,” she explained. “Cans labeled
‘No Added Salt’ or ‘Low Sodium’

I've been working in oncology for 7 years.

Dr. Smith was just 5 years old when he watched a PBS
special on heart transplants and set his goal to become a

doctor. Today, with seven years of experience in thoracic
surgery and Frederick Regional Health System’s affiliation

with MD Anderson Cancer Metwork”, a program of

MD Anderson Cancer Center, Dr. Smith and the oncology
team are one step closer to reaching their goal: ending cancer.

2 Trusted Leaders
1 Mission

#endcancer

3I01-418-64565 » fmh.org/eancercare » How located: 1562 Opossumtown Pike, Frederick, MD 21702

can be as nutritious as fresh vegeta-
bles, too.”

For Dawn Watts, who is an active
advocate for the deaf and hard of hear-
ing community and who suffers from
heart disease, the tour was informative
and much needed for her and other
members of her community. “Both of
my parents had heart attacks and my
doctor has told me I have high cho-
lesterol as well, so I'm trying to follow
his orders, but it can be hard because
there arentt a lot of resources or infor-
mation for people in the deaf world.”

With the help of an American
Sign Language interpreter, Dawn
and the other tour members ben-
efitted from Emily’s tips on how
to make better food choices, such
as choosing brown rice over white
rice, since brown rice is higher in fi-
ber and more nutrient-dense than
white rice.

Pam Niziolek wanted to know
more about how to prevent Type
2 diabetes and attended a tour spe-
cifically targeted toward that top-
ic. “T had been trying to watch my
carbohydrates and the tour was re-
ally helpful in showing us how to
shop, and where to look on the la-
bels for things like additional salt or
sugar,” she said. “It definitely made
me more aware of what I should be
watching for.”

“Making good nutritional choic-
es is the first line of defense when it
comes to preventing and treating a
lot of chronic diseases,” said Emily.
“Our grocery store tours are just one
way FMH is working to help peo-
ple get or stay well, and live healthi-
er, more active lives.”

Pam is now trying to incorporate
more whole grain pasta and differ-
ent grains into her diet, and is also
using her spiralizer to make veg-
gie noodles. “We are all creatures
of habit,” she said, noting that she
tends to prepare the same foods, the
same way. She appreciated that the
tour showed her how to try different
foods or make creative substitutions
that can “spice things up” while also
helping her eat healthy.

Trying to plan menus to ward off
the onset of Type II Diabetes, man-
age heart failure, or improve over-
all health? Visit fmh.org and search
grocery store to download an aisle-
by-aisle shopping list of healthy
choices selected for each of these
chronic health conditions. To join
an upcoming grocery store tour or
schedule a tailored tour for your
group, call 240-549-2053 or email
espear@{mh.org.
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Camp Eder’s 7th Annual Christmas Tree Festival

’I‘he second half of fall is finally
upon us, as the days are short-

er and the nights are colder. Its casy
to begin anticipating the arrival of
Christmas, which is fast approach-
ing this year. Thoughts of hot cocoa,
decorating the Christmas tree and
fresh baked Christmas cookies fill the
minds of many already, including the
staff and volunteers at Camp Eder.
They are busy elves working hard to
prepare for the 7 Annual Christmas
Tree Festival, a community event that
celebrates the birth of Christ.

Designed as a “Celebration of
the Birth of Christ” the Camp Eder
Christmas Tree Festival offers a place
where families and individuals can ex-
perience an evening of refuge from
the many things that pull our atten-
tion away from the true reason for the
season. Camp Eder, located on Mt.
Hope Rd in Fairfield, invites neigh-
bors, friends, and families to join in
the festivities December 8 and 9, 5
p-m. - 8:30 p.m. each evening. There
will be marvelous displays of lights,
music, story telling by Dave Weiss,
food, a bake sale, kids’ activities and a
luminary garden.

This tradition began in 2011 with
an idea to offer Christmas trees for

folks to decorate and display in Geig-
ley Lodge at Camp Eder. Each tree is
sponsored by an organization, group,
or individual, which they can decorate
with a theme of their choice. Attend-
ees can vote on their favorite tree by
purchasing tickets for one dollar each.
It’s a great opportunity to get involved
with Camp Eder and the surround-
ing community, and it always a lot of
fun! Every vote counts, so be sure to
make your favorite known when you
view these creatively adorned trees.
Funds received from the ticket sales
for the tree decorating contest bene-
fit the variety of programs happening
throughout the year at Camp Eder.
In addition to all the activities and
spectacles offered for guests, Camp
Eder also boasts beautiful walking
creek side trails for those who want to
take the celebration outdoors. Fach
evening, guests will hear the bell ring
at 8 p.m., signaling the start of a se-
rene candlelight service in a semi-shel-
ter outdoor pavilion. The service clos-
es with an A Capella “Silent Night.”
Feel even more a part of the event
by donating non-perishable food
items for the Fairfield Food Pantry
at the Fairfield Mennonite Church.
In addition, this year’s donations will

off the

hristmas season in style on
December 4" from 6 to 9 p.m.
with its annual “An Evening of
Christmas Spirit.” Sponsored by
the Town of Emmitsburg and the
Emmitsburg Business and Profes-
sional Association, this event is sure
to represent the true meaning of
Christmas spirit.

This yea’s “An Evening of
Christmas Spirit,” which has always
been held in conjunction with the
towns Christmas tree lighting cere-
mony, marks the 29" year that the
Carriage House Inn holiday event
has been formally held. Its been a
tradition well cherished by residents
since the very beginning,

This year, due to ongoing side-
walk and square construction, the
Christmas Tree Lighting will be
held in front of the Community
Center, as opposed to the square.

The festivities will kick-off at 6
p-m. with the Christmas tree light-
ing ceremony at the Community

mmitsburg ~ kicks

An evening of Christmas spirit

Center. As per tradition, Mayor
Don Briggs will lead the ceremo-
nial lighting of the Christmas tree.

The Holiday festivities will then
shift to the Carriage House Inn
with Santas arrival at 6:30 p.m.
Santa invites everyone to the Car-
riage House Inn for hot dogs, cook-
ies and hot cocoa. There will also be
a live Nativity, entertainment and
hayrides for all to enjoy.

From 7 to 9 p.m. the Carriage
House Inn will be hosting local
choirs and vocalists in Joanns Ball-
room.

In the spirit of giving to those
in need during the holiday sea-
son, canned goods and dona-
tions for the Emmitsburg Lions
Club Christmas Food Drive will
be accepted at the Carriage House
Inn throughout the evening. Look
for boxes in designated locations to
place your canned goods or dona-
tions. The donations will fill Christ-
mas baskets for local families within

the community in need.

help buy geese and goats for small
farmers as part of Heiffer Internation-
al, an organizatdon that reaches into
remote parts of the world to provide
small livestock to families in hard to
reach places.

Camp Eder Christmas Tree Festival

is a delightful way to celebrate the true
meaning of Christmas and is open to
people of all ages. Mark your calendar
now and plan to come to Camp Eder
on one or both evenings, December
8 & 9. Grab a hot cup of Camp Eder
cocoa, find a cozy spot by the fire, lis-

ten to Christmas carols and stories,
take in the wonders and beauty, remi-
nisce with friends, and recall the birth
of Chuist, the true meaning of Christ-
mas. For more information, call the
Camp Eder office at 717-642-8256

or visit www.campeder.org.
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Wednesday

FREE Community Dinner!

Trinity United Methodist Church, 313 West Main St., Emmitsburg,
invites all residents of the Emmitsburg area to share a free meal and
fellowship. There is no charge for theses meals and we welcome your attendance.

December 27th, 2017

Meals will be served from 5:30 - 7:00 p.m.
Please call Merri Sayler at 301-667-6169 for more information.
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WWI NEWS REPORTS FROM THE FRONT

Russia ceases to exist as a nation

Eight months after the American declaration of war on Germany,
America declared war on Austria. The declaration freed Ameri-
ca’s hand in helping hard-pressed Italy. President Wilson, howev-
er, opted not to declare war on Hungary and Turkey. This greatly
complicated the overall allied war effort.

December 7

America Declares

‘War On Austria-Hungary

President Wilson, in his annual mes-
sage to Congress, recommended
America immediately declare war
against the Austria-Hungarian Em-
pire. The same logic would lead also
to a declaration of war against Turkey
and Bulgaria, but they are the mere
tools of Germany and do not yet stand
in a direct path of our necessary action,
he said.

“Peace,” the President declared,
“could come only when the German
people elect rulers that the world can
trust; when they make reparatdons for
the destruction that their present rulers
have wrought, and when Germany re-
cedes from all the territory acquired in
armed conquest.”

The President said he did not wish
to rearrange the Austria-Hungarian
Empire. He hopes to secure, he said,
for the people of the Balkan Peninsu-
la and for the people of the Turkish
Empire, the right and opportunity to
make their own lives safe and secure
against oppression and injustice and
from the distraction of foreign courts
or parties.

Following the
speech, a resolution for war against
Austria-Hungary was introduced in
the House of Representatives. It pro-
vided a declaration that a state of a war
exists due to Austria-Hungary’s warlike
acts against the United States and her
support for Germany.

The declaration of war on Austria is
regarded as a signal for the extension
of Americas help to hard-pressed Ita-
ly. With the declaration of war against
Austria, America is free to assist Italy in
the fullest sense.

President’s

Germans Open

New Italian Offensive

The Austrian & German push to
break through to Venice is evidendy
underway, but the Italians are standing
the shock well. The fighting has been
extremely heavy, with masses of infan-
try engaged in hand-to-hand combat.
The first attack on the Italian left was
met and repulsed with large enemy ca-
sualties. The main attack on the Ital-
ian right was contested for 36 hours.
The Italians inflicted heavy losses be-

fore yielding ground.

Italian aviators had reported heavy
concentrations of Austrian and Ger-
man divisions behind the lines of the
invaders, and official dispatches ex-
press the opinion that the objective of
the new offensive is the plain between
Venice and Verona, and eventually
Venice itself.

Germany And

Bolsheviks Sign Armistice

An armistice, signed by the emissar-
ies of Austria, Germany and the Bol-
sheviks at Brest-Litovak, is in force on
the Eastern front in Galicia and north-
ward. The request of the Bolsheviks
delegation that all the belligerents be
asked to take part in reaching an ar-
mistice on all fronts was refused by the
Germans, who proposed that the ar-
mistice affect only the front lines be-
tween the Baltic and Black seas.

The Russians said they were treat-
ing for an armistice on all fronts with
a view of the conclusion of a general
peace. The Russian Provisional Gov-
ernment however, now at war with the
Bolsheviks, said that no separate peace
will be tolerated and that its armies un-
der Gen. Dukhonin will fight on.

As part of the armistice, the Bol-
sheviks demanded that the Germans
agree not to take any troops from the
Eastern Theater to other fronts and to
evacuate the islands in the Gulf of Riga
near their headquarters at Petrograd.

Berlin’s terms called for the creation
of a Kingdom of Poland as a buffer
state, which will be administrative-
ly dominated by Prussian influence.
Germany also demanded the forma-
tion of new autonomous states of Es-
tonia and Lithuania and that Finland
be allowed to decide her own fate,
which decision is certainly to be for an
autonomous republic.

The Provisional governments Rus-
sian ambassador in London, said that
it was only a matter of a few weeks,
when the Bolsheviks will be complete-
ly repudiated, and the forces in south-
ern Russia, which is overwhelmingly
opposed to a separate peace, and con-
trols the supplies, are working quiety
but surely in the right direction. The
fact that the embassy’s staff in London
carries on routine work with the Duk-
homin headquarters indicates that
there is no intention to recognize the

Petrograd usurpers.

Romania, meanwhile, has sided
with the Bolsheviks on the proposed
armistice. The Romanian government
was forced to enter the armistice nego-
tiations with the Germans as a result
of an ultimatum from the Bolsheviks
who threatened to withdrawal Russian
troops from the Moldavian front and
stop the export of food and war ma-
terials.

American Troops
Receive Christmas Gifts
American troops are beginning to re-
ceive Christmas packages from home,
and American bound mail with pack-
ages and gjfts from the soldiers are go-
ing in the other direction. If these are
not as numerous as friends and rela-
tives expect, it is because the soldiers
are not all able to visit the larger towns
and make purchases of the articles per-
mitted. All who can, however, are tak-
ing advantage of the opportunity to
send something home from France.
In one town held by the Ameri-
cans, six sacks containing gifts were de-
livered. The contents of most of them
consisted of packages of various sizes.
Some of the packages had written on
them, “Open at Christmas” and sim-
ilar inscriptions. The American Post
Office has made every effort to keep
the mail moving from them to the po-
sitions where the addressees are quar-
tered. Many of the offices are small,
and it is feared unless they are con-
stantly kept clear, they would soon be
congested as a result from the heavy
Christmas mail that is expected.

December 14

U.S. Destroyer Sunk

The American destroyer Jacob Jones,
one of the newest and largest subma-
rine hunters of her class, was sunk
Thursday night with the loss of two
thirds of her crew. This is the first na-
val loss of great consequence since the
country entered the war.

The attack was delivered by tor-
pedo. In the rolling icy waters of the
North Adantic winter weather the
submarine had plenty of opportuni-
ty to pick her time for the shot. The
submersible probably came upon the

destroyer patrolling her course in the
dark and as a result had the best of the
engagement.

The Jones was one of the newest
and largest American destroyers, with
the displacement of 1,150 tons and a
length of 310 feet. She was complet-
ed in 1916 at the New York Shipping
Company, Camden New Jersey: The
large loss of life would indicate that the
torpedo, with its deadly charge of high
explosives, made a fair hit on the de-
stroyer’s thin hull, and the submarine
hunter probably was blown in two.
That she probably went down like a
rock is evidenced by the fact that noth-
ing is said of survivors making it to life-
boats.

The survivors of the Jones un-
doubtedly owe their lives to the fore-
thought of the Navy Department in
having provided every destroyer with
life rafts sufficient for the entire crew.
They are lashed on the decks in such
fashion that they release themselves
and come to the surface if the ship
sinks. Destroyers cannot carry enough
lifeboats for their complement with-
out masking the fire of their guns and
torpedoes.

Navy officers took pride in the fact
that the Jones and her crew had re-
cently written new honors into Navy
records before the vessel fell victim to a
torpedo. In October, the Jones went to
the rescue of the British cruiser Orama
when she had been torpedoed. The
Jones raced to the stricken cruiser as
she began to settle and transferred all
on board to her own decks, in doing
so saving 305 Britsh seamen.

Jerusalem Falls, Ends

Turk Plan To Seize Suez Canal

The capture of Jerusalem by Britsh
forces marks the end of more than
1,200 years of the seat of the Christian
religion being held by the Moham-
medans. For 673 years the Holy City
has been in undisputed ownership of
the Turks, the last Christian ruler of
Jerusalem being the German Emper-
or Frederick the Second, whose short-
lived dominion lasted from 1229 to
1244.

The fall of Jerusalem marks the de-
finitive collapse of the long protracted
effort of the Turks to capture the Suez
Canal and invade Egypt. In November

1914, a Turkish army marched on the
Suez Canal and succeeded in reaching
within striking distance of the great ar-
tificial waterways, before being pushed
back. In 1915 the Turks, with Ger-
man backing, reached as dlose as 85
miles east of the canal, but again were
beaten back. In 1916 the Turks again
advanced on the canal, reaching with-
in fifteen miles of it. Here they were
decisively defeated and driven out of
Egypt, and the British forces crossed
the border into Palestine.

On March 5th of this year, the Brit-
ish captured Hebron, fifteen miles
south of Jerusalem. The campaign,
however, lapsed into stagnancy due to
the heat of the summer, but was re-
newed with a setting in of cool weath-
er this fall.

By November, Gaza was in the
hands of the British. General Allenby,
the British commander, kept his forc-
es near the coast, and in rapid motions
pushed on to Jaffa - the Port of Jeru-
salem. By November 22nd the Brit-
ish were within five miles of Jerusalem,
cutting the city virtually off on all sides
but the Fast. Few details have come
through since that date, but the encir-
cling movement must have been car-
ried out with considerable speed, re-
sulting in the surrender of the city.

Jerusalem contains about 60,000 in-
habitants and is the home of pestilence,
filth and fevers, but in historic inter-
est it naturally surpasses, to Christians,
all other places in the world. Since the
days when Joshua wrestled it from the
hands of the Jebusites, making it the
capital of the Jewish race, Jerusalem has
been the prize and prey of half the races
of the world. It has passed successfully
into the hands of the Assyrians, Baby-
lonians, Greeks, Romans, Persians, Ar-
abs, the motley crowds of the Crusad-
ers, finally to fall before the Turks.

Resistance To

Bolsheviks Grows

Fears that the Bolsheviks will dissolve a
Constituted Assembly are expressed in
manifestoes issued by various non-Bol-
shevik Socialist bodies. The Central
Committee of most of the Socialist or-
ganizations and the Executive Com-
mittee of the Peasants’ Deputies have is-
sued an address to the public, wherein
they say: “Only the immediate conclu-

The American destroyer Jacob Jones, one of the newest and largest submarine hunters
of her class, was lost with most of her crew when a torpedo hit and blew her into two.
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Allied newspapers celebrated the capture of Jerusalem by British
forces as an early Christmas present to Christians. The capture, accord-
ing to the newspapers, marked the end of more than 1,200 years of the
seat of the Christian religion being held by the Mohammedans.

sion of peace can save Russia from po-
litical and economic ruin and civil war,
and preserve the acquisitions of the rev-
olution, but it must be a stable peace,
guaranteeing the economic and political
independence of Russia, and the interest
of the revolution. It must not be a sep-
arate peace, but a general. Nevertheless
the Bolshevik government began nego-
tiations for a separate armistice without
awaiting the decision of the Constituted
Assembly, without the approval of the
people, without any control on the part
of the people, without consulting oth-
er parties, without awaiting the replies
of our allies, and therefore, the armistice
signed by the Bolsheviks is invalid and
should be opposed.”

Russian officials in London, who are
in direct communications with lead-
ers of the Democratic organizations in
Russia, declare that the movement to
overthrow the Bolsheviks was support-
ed not only by the Cossacks, but by al-
most all the leaders of the other parties.
These leaders, it was said, are confi-
dent that they will be able to make
short work of the Bolsheviks. It is said
that the ranks of the anti-Bolsheviks
will soon number in excess of 400,000
Cossacks.

December 21

Ukraine Secedes From Russia
Dispatches from Petrograd throw litde
light on the military situation in south-
ern Russia. Official statements issued
in Petrograd are confusing and there
are various reports regarding Gener-
al Korniloff, the principle leader of
the and-Bolshevik troops whose pres-
ent whereabouts and fortunes are not
known definitively. The fog of war has
settled all over Russia, says the Petro-
grad correspondent of the Post, al-
though very little actual warfare has de-
veloped.

The Germans had already begun
to obtain fats and other sorely needed
supplies from Russia, according to in-
formation reaching Petrograd. It was
announced that credit institutions here
have been formed and that trade has
been resumed with the Germans. New
shops have been opened and Germans
are exchanging metals and chemicals
for vegetables and fats, especially soap.

Force is the only law in Russia today;
and the strongest force for the moment
is wielded by the Bolsheviks, who, un-
der the guidance of Lenin and Trotsky

are said to have established a despot re-
gime against which many other Social-
ists are murmuring, Lenin is an invis-
ible mystery; inaccessible and closely
guarded, having given up making
speeches and now shunning publicity.
Trotsky; on the other hand, speaks fre-
quently and is very accessible.

Virtually every newspaper in Rus-
sia has been suppressed except those fa-
voring or controlled by the Bolsheviks.
The Railway Union, heretofore more
or less neutral, has now been brought
under Bolshevik influence.

The Rada, the governing body of
the Ukraine, gave a negative answer to
the uldmatum issued to it by the Bol-
shevik government demanding that
within 48 hours it cease assisting Gen.
Kaledines and to disarm all anti-Bol-
shevik troops in the Ukraine. In case
of refusal, the Bolsheviks said that they
would consider themselves in a state
of war with the Ukraine. In its reply,
the Ukrainians proclaimed they were
forming a Democratic Republic and
intended to join the ant-Bolshevik
Russian Federal Republic.

Bolshevik newspapers are complain-
ing that the presence of the Allied mil-
itary missions in Ukraine is encourag-
ing General Kaledines, leader of the
counterrevolution, against the Bolshe-
vik government.

As a result of the armistice between
the Germans and the Bolsheviks, the
Bolsheviks have been able to move di-
visions from the northern front against
Gen. Kaledines, who is reported to be
gaining new successes daily: It is also re-
ported that Romanians on the south-
western Russian front have joined the
Ukrainians in their fight against the
Bolsheviks.

Meanwhile, it is reported that Ger-
man railway traffic through the Rhine
towns has been congested for several
days, owing to the flow of troops and
artillery being rushed from the Rus-
sian front to the Western front. Where-
as the recent Italian victories excite little
enthusiasm in Germany, the potential
of success on the Western front is caus-
ing the greatest joy in the German peo-
ple. Reports indicate that the Germans
are about to undertake, in the West,
the greatest offensive campaign of the
war with the goal of breaking the Allied
lines and finally reaching the Adantic.

Italians Sink Two
Austrian Battleships
Two Italian torpedo boats made a dar-

ing raid into the inner harbor at Tri-
este, Sunday night, and torpedoed and
sank two Austrian battleships. The raid
was planned when it was learned that
the Austrians were preparing to send
the ships, with their 240 mm guns, to
bombard the Italian coastal positions.

By slow and silent movement
through heavy fog, the little crafts reach
the extremity harbor, where the officers
examine the numerous obstructions,
which barred their passage. Minefields
and other structures were located and
two hours were spent cutting the large
wire cables that stretched across the har-
bor. Other obstacles were weighed and
sunk sufficiently to permit the boats to
pass over them. During this time Aus-
trian outpost searchlights were being
played on the water, but in spite of this
the torpedo boats succeeded in enter-
ing the airport without being sighted.

The two Austrian battleships were
discovered at anchor at the far end of
the harbor. Proceeding cautiously; the
Italian torpedo boats took up posi-
tion for the attack and simultaneously
launched four torpedoes. All four tor-
pedoes exploded and the big batte-
ships immediately began to sink.

At the sound of the explosions, Aus-
wrian searchlights swept over the wa-
ters and located the attackers and the
Austrian guns were brought to bear on
them, but the two torpedo boats es-
caped and returned safely to their base.
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Troops Celebrate Christmas

The American Expeditionary Force ca-
pitulated to Santa Claus on Christmas
Eve. With a light snow falling through-
out the war zone, every man — dough-
boys, cavalrymen, artillerymen, engj-
neers - stopped work as the sun went
down and started to do the bidding
of the jovial saint temporarily in com-
mand.

First there was the rush to open the
Christmas packages from home, for
during the day, mail truck after mail
truck had arrived in the various towns
where the troops are quartered, loaded
to the top with presents. The mail ar-
rived at the European ports late, and
extraordinary efforts were made to get
them to the soldiers on the front lines
promptly. So many lonely American
fighters who had come to the conclu-
sion that their friends at home had for-
gotten them had cause to rejoice. With
their new sweaters on, new pipes in
their teeth, some of them smoking fra-
grant cigars, the men of the Army then
set to work in earnest making it merry
for the children of France.

During the afternoon, American of-
ficers and men worked hard to erect a
gigantic Christmas tree and decorate it,
while sentries posted outside kept in-
quisitive youngsters at a safe distance.
Finally, the doors were opened and the
procession filed in, each litde French
boy or girl dressed in his or her best
and accompanied by their mother, or
in the case of the little refugees, whose
mothers and fathers were missing, by
the women who are caring for them.

There was a tense air of expec-
tancy until the lights were sudden-
ly illuminated in the tree and San-
ta Claus revealed. All the young eyes
were upon the tree, with its glitter-
ing tinsel and the customary red,

white, green and purple lights.

Crossed American and French flags
were displayed on every branch and
boxes of candy, jumping jacks, candy
sticks, dolls and other playthings and
a plendful sparkling of apples and or-
anges, sewing sets, heavy woolen mit-
tens, mufllers, warm dothes, dresses
and shoes were piled high at the base
of the tree.

Then the real live Santa Claus
stepped out. His spring step called
forth another appreciative chorus from
the youngsters, and the host of khaki
dlad soldiers standing in the rear, some
of them still covered with the mud of
the training ground, grinned as they
heard the children shout.

The only reason any soldier of the
division was absent from the celebra-
tion was because there wasnt enough
room for him. For it was the men,
themselves, who provided the bulk of
the money for the presents and they
naturally, were eager to see the chil-
dren being made happy by the gifts.
Each of these gifts had been intended
to fill as nearly as possible the heart’s de-
sires of the individual child. As quickly
as the child’s name was called from the
box containing the presents, the smil-
ing, bashful young citizens of France
walked up and received it. Then Santa
Claus’ assistants distributed the candy,
fruit and small toys to all.

The men themselves, in addition to
the presents they received from relatives
and friends, received many others from
other sources, such as the Red Cross
and the Tobacco Fund, which distrib-
uted large quantities of smokes on be-
half of many newspapers of the Unit-
ed States.

Despite the fact that there was a tur-
key famine, many of these units man-
aged to purchase a number of these
birds in France, while others were pro-
vided with chickens or goats, so that
Christmas promised a day of hearty
eating for the troops on the zone. Tak-
en all in all, the American Army is
spending a real Christmas in France.

Russian Separatist
Movements Spread
Leon Trotsky, the Bolshevik Foreign
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Ministe, declared that if Germany’s
Emperor rejected its peace terms, the
Russians would fight on. We did not
overthrow Czarism to kneel before the
Kaiser he cried. Continuing, he said,
bu, if through our exhaustion we had
to accept the Kaisers term, we would
do so to rise with the German people
against German militarism.

Meanwhile, the Rada, the governing
body of Ukraine, apparently is main-
taining its determined stand toward
the Bolshevik government. It is report-
ed that it has converted its sympathies
with the movement of General Kaled-
ines, the Cossack leader, into a definite
alliance.

Another report, received here, says
that Odessa now has definitely gone
over to the side of the Ukraine. Details
of the capture of Rostov-on-Don print-
ed in Petrograd show that there were
six days of fighting before the Cossacks
entered the town last Saturday; eject-
ing the Bolsheviks. The Red Guards
lost 500 men killed and 1,000 wound-
ed in the fighting. The Cossacks gave
short shift to the Red Guards, whom
they hate.

The apparent solidificadon of
the Ukrainian Cossack movement
in southern Russia seems to be giv-
ing the opposition to the Bolshe-
viks a firmer hold on that territory.
The Bolsheviks themselves are con-
siderably wortied by the spread of
the separatist movement, which pro-
spectively is cutting off huge slices of
Russian territory not only in the di-
rection of Ukraine and the Don re-
gions, but in various other quarters.

In response, the Bolsheviks are mak-
ing an effort to restore amicable rela-
tions with the provinces, which have
declared themselves independent and
bring about a reunion with them. The
spreading sentiment of separatism
among the provinces, if consummated,
will leave the Bolsheviks only in posses-
sion of the Muscovite Kingdom before
the time of Peter the Great.

1o read past editions of News Re-
ports from the Front, visit the His-
torical Society section of Emmits-
burg.net.
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The History of Emmitsburg

James Helman
Edited by the Emmitsburg
Historical Society

Part 9

Foundry

Jones & Hardman erected the
building and started the present
foundry; Fraley built the present
brick shop; the log shop replaced
by the brick was Hardman’s smith
shop, standing where the brick
shop stands of Mrs. F. Hardman.
It was rolled from up street down
to the foundry; Jones sold his in-
terest to Frederick Troxell, moving
west. Troxell died in 1852; Hard-
man continued the plant later
sold it to Joseph Hays & Bro. who
sold it to Fraley Brothers.

Gunsmith

John Armstrong was early in the
town, as his name is on the plat
of 1808 as owner of No. I and 2
lots; his reputation as a gunsmith
was good; he made rifles and shot
guns; dying, the business was
continued by his former appren-
tice, Nathaniel Row, who retained
Armstrong’s reputation; his broth-
er Samuel worked with him un-

til he went west. David T. Hoff

is the only repairer of guns be-
tween Frederick and Gettysburg
and Waynesboro and Westmin-
ster; he is a dandy as well as a No.
1 mechanic; very fond of artistic
pictures.

Brick Yards

Very early a brick yard was con-
ducted by George Houck where
John Bell lives; David Gamble
made brick along Toms Creck
before 1840; he supplied all the
brick for a long time; Hopkins
Skile made some on the Byers
farm; Thomas Clabaugh, and T.
M. Stouter, afterward J. M. Stout-
er was the manufacturer; be added
tile making; after his death his son
continued.

Beer

Frederick Gelwicks manufactured
beer at the old stand very early,
1800, continuing it ill his death,
when his son Mathias continued
it until other beers made it un-
profitable. John Elour, a German,
came here 1860, a basket maker;
later he started a beer cave, con-
ducting it with profit; be retired
and built a double brick house
with the nickels the boys spent
with him.

GILLAND

MemoriaL WoRrks

Mon.-Fri. 8 am - 4:30 pm

Sat. B am - Noon
Sun. evenings by appl.
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email: gillandmem@linnernet.net
P.O. Box 400 - 14902 Buchanan Trail East

Blue Ridge Summit, PA 17214-0400

cat: T17-T7T94-2981 rax: T1T7-T94-5689
cel: T17-773-8119

Tailors

The town had tailor shops, good
mechanics, where work could
compare with tailors anywhere.
We do not know who the ear-
ly tailors were, save John Devoy,
1811-12. Away back in the histo-
ry of the tailors McMasters, who
carried on where the bank now
stands was a noted tailor. Jeremiah
Pittinger carried on in the house
now J. Henry Row’s; John Zim-
merman was one of the old tai-
lors, living on the lot where Mrs.
Blair lives; he had a shop below
the house; his sons were tailors,
John and Alven. Jeremiah Cridler,
James Hosplehorn, Patrick Kel-
ly, who did a large business, do-
ing the work for the College, car-
rying the stock in the storeroom
of J. A. Helman. France P. Blair,
J. H. T. Webb, C. Danner, Jeffer-
son Favourite. Today we are with-
out a tailor.

Barbers
The barber had a poor field to op-
erate in prior to 1860; an occa-
sional stranger dropped in. Abra-
ham Welty, after hat making failed
him, took to barbering, between
playing his fiddle and his few cus-
tomers he eked out a livelihood.
Upon one occasion Colonel
Harney was stopping at Mrs. Ag-
new’s hotel, he called upon Mr.
Welty for a shave, he gave the
old man a $2.50 gold piece. Wel-
ty never ceased to speak of Col.
Harney. We have had barbers
white and barbers black. Not un-
til Charles Kretzer furnished his
shop complete did we have a bar-
bershop up to date; located in his
own house, between the Slagle
House and Richel Berger’s drug
store. Brinkner, who has recent-

ly opened a barbershop opposite
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Probably one of Emmitsburg’s
was John Armstrong. His name is on the plat of 1808 as owner of

lots 1 & 2. His reputation as an

far and wide. Armstrong rifles,

most notable historical residents

exceptional gunsmith was known
today, are considered one of the

finest examples of early American flintlock rifles.

the foundry, is complete in his
shop also. Few towns can boast
of such good accommodations in
this line.

Kidnapping Ned

Ned, or Ned Crummel, a col-
ored barber, held forth near
1844 in the Barry room. Sol-
omon Day, a stone cutter, was
in the chair, when Tom Finigan
and Mulhorti entered his shop;
they seized Crummel and over-
powered him, tying his hands
(Day seared badly), succeed-
ed in getting him to the Square,
where they had a vehicle to car-
ry him off. At this juncture the
people exited to a lynching point
and were stopped by Dr. Andrew
Annan, who came riding up the
street, jumped off his horse, in-
quired the cause, using his knife
to cut the rope, and freed Ned.
These men persisted in a claim
due on his service term, their
pretext for the seizure. Rich-
ard Gilson was sent for, who
had some knowledge of the dis-
pute; when he came it was prov-
en beyond a doubt a fraud and
Ned was free. They left speedily
or summary punishment would
have been inflicted on them.

Negro woman hung

Jacob Troxel the tanner, son of
John, owned a black girl Kitty; for
her disobedience he sent her to Pe-
ter Troxell’s farm; she became dis-
satisfied with farm work and re-
turned to her master; she was told
she could remain at home so long
as she obeyed, her first disobedi-
ence would send her back to the
farm. A few nights after she stole
away and set fire to Peter Troxell’s
barn; barn and house were burned.
She took this plan to remain in
town. She was tried for the crime,
found guilty, and hanged in Fred-
erick May 20¢h, 1820.

California Fever

The California fever of 1849 in-
duced some in this place to seek
the golden treasure -George Grabill,
George Hockensmith, Dr. James
Shorb, John Davis, Francis Hoover,
Richard Gilson, Jeremiah Martin.
They all found graves in California
but Gilson, Shorb and Martin.

State Militia

The military formed tinder the
State law was compelled to minis-
ter at stated times; these days were
known as muster days. Review
days in 1848 when war with Mex-

l
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James T. Hays tin and stove shop, started in 1856, was a flxture on
West Main Street. They made stoves of all kinds as well as plumbing
parts and roofing. In later years, they made equipment that produced
acetylene gas that was used for lighting homes and public buildings.

ico was in progress, the State mi-
litia was regularly drilled at stated
times. The following companies
in Emmitsburg, a troop of horse-
men, Capt. J. W. Baugher; they
presented an inspiring sight; the
long white horse tail floating in
the breeze from their hats; a fine-
ly uniformed body of men. One
company of infantry, Capt. Man-
ning, afterward Capt. Antho-
ny McBride; this company was
equipped with guns; one com-
pany, Capt. Alfred Jones, Lieut.
Henry Winter;
Capt. John Taylor, called the corn

stalk company; these companies

one company,

were not called into active ser-
vice; Furney, the old fifer, played
for them. H. J. Favourite was
with Gen. Scott at city of Mexico;
James Bowers enlisted, but got no

further than New York.

Military at Mount St. Mary’s
Mt. St. Mary’s college boys had
two companies prior to 1860.
One the large boys, uniformed
and equipped with guns, the oth-
er bows and arrows; regularly on
Washington’s Birthday they came
to town to parade. It was a gala
day for all; the band was a fine
one, led by Dr. Henry Diehlman,
James D. Hickey and other pro-
fessors and young men; when the
bow and arrow boys shot the ar-
row in the air, the town boys
had to scramble for possession of
them; the day was one of merry
making for militia and town; the
president of the college and oth-
er officials accompanied them in
a carriage; after this day the town
boys usually formed one or more
companies to drill; boy-like it last-
ed until something else presented
itself, a show or foot race, to di-
vert them; the boys engaged in
foot races on the Frederick road.

Shoe Makers

This army of mechanics can only
be named as heads of the trade.
Radford in his day was a leading
man; Noah Walker, who achieved
so great success as a clothing mer-
chant in Baltimore, learned the
shoemaking trade with Rad-
ford; amongst the later is Joseph
Hoover, his son John Hoover,
John Barry, Lawrence Owen,
Isaac Wright, Arthur McGinnis,
Joseph Row, his sons Joshua, Eli
and James, Stephen Adams, John

Hopp, Jacob Lantzer, Philip Law-
rence, M. E. Row; at one time as
many as twenty-five men worked
at the bench. It was difficult to get
shoes; today but two are engaged
in the trade; the manufacture of
shoes has destroyed this enterprise
in the towns.

Wagon Makers

This was a business employing
many hands; the work of a farm-
ing community like this required
their wagon making and repair-
ing; first, Henry Dishour was here
in 1787; George Winter was the
prominent worker; they built the
large road wagons as well as all
other kinds; G. Winter was here
as early as 1796; John Nickum
carried on where the Reformed
church stands, 1840; his son John
carried on where Mrs. Lambert
lives. Asa Webb was one of the
early wagon makers; had his shop

where Mrs. John Neck lives; Ben-
jamin, his son, carried on where
John Glass lives; James Wise car-
ried on the lot John Jackson built;
Nicholas Baker, Hess & Weaver,
Dukehart & Crisomer carried on
coach making.

Blacksmiths

In 1786 Michael Smith was the
blacksmith of the town; Ben
Smith, called Ben the Rang-
er, 1830; later Wilson carried on
where John Mentzer lives; Thom-
as Reed in the Frizzel proper-
ty; George Mentzer where Hen-
ry Stokes lives; Wm. Smith at the
same place; Philip Hardman in
town; Wm. Webb, Detrick Zeek,
Chas. Zeck, J. Welty, W.B. Ash-
baugh, Fraley Brothers; this busi-
ness, like all other trades, has been
injured by the store keeping the
manufactured article heretofore

made by hand.

Saddlers

The saddlers of early times are
not known, except Wm. Long in
1808, prior to 1830. David Gam-
ble and his brother William are
the first we have account of after
1830. Samuel Morrison carried
on this enterprise where Harrier’s
saloon stands; McCarty where M.
Hoke lives. This man was a great
temperance man; he had a life-
size of a man stuffed in his shop,
King Alcohol; he built and lived
where the Sisters live on Green
Street. Henry Stokes came here
from Mechanicstown in 1845;
Edward Zepp carried on in 1858
and later in the Zacharias store-
room. William Ulrich for a short
time, J. Henry Stokes now 80.
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Tinners

Joseph Beachey was amongst the
early tinners, as he bought the
property now J. A. Helman’s store
of Jacob C. Winter in 1804; there
he carried on the tin and cop-
persmith trade; continuing un-
til 1847, moving opposite, where
his son David carried on for a
short time, selling out to James E
Adelsberger, the house occupied
by Zacharias’ store. In 1860 James
& D. G. Adelsberger moved their
shop to where Rotering’s store
stands; it was burned in the confla-
gration of 1863, rebuilt, and occu-
pied until his death in 1878; after-
ward his son, P. A., removed to the
present location, where his widow
carries on the trade.

In 1833 Michael Helman came
to Emmitsburg, carrying on the
trade where S. N. McNair’s house
stands until his death in 1865.
James T. Hays started a tin and
stove shop in 1865; has continued
to this day, now J. T. Hays & Son,
adding plumbing; he is the in-

ventor of the acetylene apparatus
now used in lighting the Presby-
terian Church, the Reformed, the
Roman Catholic; also inventor of
a creamer of note. The manufac-
ture of tin ware has destroyed that
part of the trade, as this article is
now sold by all the stores. Stoves
in the early days were sold only by
the manufacturer and now the tin
shops are the distributors.

Livery Stables

George Sheets Prior to 1840 was
the pioneer liveryman; he had sta-
bles in the rear of Bennet Tyson’s
house, living in the house. Lat-
er, Jacob Moritz, Madison Fish-
er, Agnew & Jarboe, Uli Smith,
Guthrie & Beam; it was their sta-
bles in which the fire started that
caused the great conflagration of
1863; it stood where the Elder’s
stable stands. Jacob Smith, John
Long, G. P. Beam, and Howard

Row are the liverymen now.

Part 10 next month
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MOM’S TIME OUT

My children don’t believe in Santa

Michele Brown

1ST! What?!

When?! How?! Every year
my family commiserates all of the
Christmas decorations and items
for sale in the stores as people are
taking down Halloween items.

ecember

Then along comes Thanksgiving
and some awesome family time.
Suddenly Thanksgiving is over,
December is here and Christmas
I don’t be-
lieve there is a month that flies by
quicker than December.

It is the same thing every year.
The Halloween decorations are
being taken off of houses and
putt away until next year. In the
stores the few remaining Hallow-

is around the corner.

een items are moved to the clear-
ance racks and suddenly all of the
stores are full of Christmas dec-
orations. Houses are converted
over night to winter wonderlands
and I am left wondering how I
got so behind.
ing Halloween candy while ev-
eryone else is stringing lights on

their roofs. As I slide my turkey

I am still sort-

into the oven I am blinded by the
twinkling of Christmas coming
in my window.

This year, however, as Christ-
mas grows closer I am faced with
mixed emotions. I am of course
extremely excited. After all, I
am like a little kid at Christmas
time. I love giving other people
gifts. I love the feeling that sur-
rounds Christmas and enjoying
time with friends and family. 1
am even one of those crazy peo-
ple who don’t mind the hustle
and bustle of Black Friday, since
I know it is a step in the right di-
I love the chill in the
air, hot chocolate and even tinsel
(but not too much). I have even
resigned myself to the fact that I
am going to be substantially be-
hind in preparing for the holiday

rection.

festivities.

This was expected since we took
an impromptu vacation right after
Thanksgiving. The next limiting
factor was all of my mother-in-
law’s things are blocking the stor-
age room where we have all of our
Christmas decorations (including
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the tree). Once we get back from
out vacation it will take at least a
week (taking into consideration
everything else we have going on
at the same time). That means we
won't be decorated until at least
December 9th. Then I have to
actually go Christmas Shopping
and wrap everything. A little side
note, I always pride myself on
starting my Christmas shopping
in the summer. Unfortunately, I
also piddle out by October and
haven’t accomplished much in the
way of present completion.

All of this being said, I am
still excited for my favorite hol-
iday. My mixed emotions come
into play when I realized that I
no longer have any children who
still believe in Santa. My young-
est had apparently been asking
her sister about the validity of
Santa several times a week for
months. Finally her sister came
to us and asked what she should
do. My husband and I decid-
ed, even though she was younger
than the rest were when we told
She is
our most analytical and inquis-
itive child and it was not unex-
pected when we found out she
had been asking for a while.
When we told her she handled
it very well (They all did except
one, who burst into tears and
said that I had killed Santa). She
actually handled it better than
I did. She is my baby and may-

them, that it was time.

be, just maybe, I was hoping she
would believe forever.

In our house when you are too
old to believe in Santa you be-
come a Secret Santa. Your job
is to find someone who wants or
needs something, acquire that
something, wrap it, get it to the
person, and all without the per-
son realizing it was you. When we
told her this she was beyond excit-
ed and has come to us repeated-
ly with ideas for being someone’s
Secret Santa. Even though she is
this excited, I still can’t get over
the fact that she is old enough to
not believe. It is the changing of
an era for my heart.

Now the question buzzing

@B

Do you remember when your kids still believed in Santa?
Better yet, do you remember when you believed in
Santa? Life was definitely easier then...

around our house is how this
Christ-

mas, if at all. The younger ones

realization will affect

want to know if they can still
pretend Santa is real. The old-
er wants want to know if we will
be spending the same amount
of money now that Santa had
been revealed. These are all good
questions, but questions I am not
prepared to answer. Either I ha-
ven't given it any thought or my
husband and I aren’t on the same
page. He feels, since everyone is
in the know, that we should fore-
go the gifts and all go see a show
together. I explained that I am
not sure the kids would enjoy
giving up all of their gifts even if
the show was amazing.
the youngest especially is so ner-
vous that Christmas will change
that she still made her list out to
Mr. Claus himself.

We have contemplated a Christ-

I know

mas scavenger hunt, cutting back
on what we spend, some gifts and
a show, regular Christmas and we
draw names to exchange one gift.

The possibilities are endless. This
year I think we will avoid mak-
ing too many changes to tradition
as this is the first year that every-
one knows about Santa. That in
itself is enough of a change. My
husband is most excited that the
kids can help move our elf around
and he isnt always the one trying
to come up with new Elf on the
Shelf ideas.

I have guaranteed all of the kids
that Christmas will remain, for
the most part, our same old tra-
ditional Christmas. I have also let
them know that some little chang-
es will happen and if they are well
received then there might be other
lictle changes in Christmas Future.
I have also explained that above all
Christmas is about Jesus first. As
long as we remember this and are
together on Christmas it will al-
ways be the most wonderful hol-
iday. Merry Christmas to you all!

10 read past editions of Mom’s Time
Out, visit the Author’s section of
Emmitsburg.net.

ROWNS'

EWELRY & GIFT STORE

@m Leal, Jerweler

Gold & Silver Jewelry ~ Diamonds
Colored Gemstones from Agate to Zircon ~ Custom Designs
Estate Jewelry & Watches ~ Jewelry & Watch Repair & Restoration

Shop Early for Christmas!

Extended Hours During Christmas - Call For Times

John & Betty Brown = 9 Water Street, Thurmont « 301-271-7652
Mon. - Tues, - Thurs, 9 am.-5 pom, Fr. 9 a.m.-6 pom., Sat 9 ame-4 pom., Closed Sun. & Wed.
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COOKING

Christmas cookies

Carol Cogliano
Hollabaugh Brothers

just returned home from a few

days in Philadelphia, where my
eldest son had the opportunity to
participate in their annual Thanks-
giving Day parade. It was quite
the production: rehearsals, televi-
sion production run-throughs...
months of others’ efforts and plan-
ning, compressed into a mere 24-
hour experience for him. It was a
chaotic whirlwind of a trip, but I
have never found myself MORE in
the Christmas spirit, than I am now.

While my son was busy with his
group's rehearsal activities, my hus-
band and I were able to spend time
exploring the city. Seeing every-
thing decorated for Christmas, hear-
ing the music, and picking up a few
unique gifts made for such an enjoy-
able kickoff to our holiday season.
I found myself in front of the Ma-
cy’s (formerly Wanamaker’s) holiday
windows, wishing that their annu-
al light show would be running, to
experience something my family did
almost every year, back in “the day”.
(Alas, it was scheduled to begin on
Black Friday.) Simply being in all
of the retail spaces that were already
decked out for weeks to come. . .well,
I'm ashamed to say that it worked. It
got me all excited for Christmas.

The parade itself was an expe-
rience that I'll not soon forget. 1
mean, ['ve watched plenty of pa-
rades on TV over the years, but as
I stood at the curb, I realized that
I'd never seen one in person be-
fore. The huge character balloons,
with their crews of people trying so
desperately to control them...be-
ing met with fun chants of “Spin
around! Spin around!” from the
crowd, and obliging them by furi-
ously running around in a circle, to
make the characters spin — to the
numerous marching bands from
all across the country, belting out
Christmas carols and seasonal tunes
— to the floats with local celebrities,
sports stars and cheerleaders — it was
so much fun.

Not to mention the finale, when
Santa and Mrs. Claus welcomed in
the holiday season. Just as Santa’s
sleigh rounded the corner, I noticed
the children that were sitting near
us all started getting up, shedding
the blankets that had kept them
warm during the parade, and pull-
ing out envelopes and letters. The
next thing I knew, uniformed post-
al workers started approaching all
of the kids in the crowd, collect-
ing these letters and envelopes — the
kids’ letters to Santa! I found my-
self tearing up, realizing how com-
pletely exciting this moment must
be to them.

It was a great trip. One that I en-
joyed to the fullest, but also one that
made me appreciate being home in
my small town, looking forward
to the weeks ahead of decorat-
ing, shopping, preparing and wor-
shipping! So much of my family’s
preparation is all about little family
traditions and the time we spend to-
gether. My daughter’s favorite part
is spending time baking cookies to-
gether, and she has made me VOW
that we will take time for that in the
weeks to come. D've already start-
ed planning by finding some new
recipes that will be combined with
several of our family favorites that
without, no holiday is complete.

I hope that you enjoy the follow-
ing recipes with your families and
have a healthy, happy holiday cel-
ebradion!  Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year!

Candy Cane Cookies

Recipe courtesy of:

www. kleinworthco.com

Soft buttery cookies coated in
crushed candy canes & drizzled
in white chocolate. Candy Cane
Cookies are the perfect comple-
ment to hot chocolate, by a warm
fire. Also, a colorful addition to
Santas plate!

Ingredients:
* 1% cups sugar
* 1 cup butter softened
* 1 cup shortening

* 2eggs

* 2% cups all-purpose flour
* 2 teaspoons cream of tartar
* 1 teaspoon baking soda

* V4 teaspoon salt

Topping
* % cup crushed candy cane
crumbs
* V4 cup melted white chocolate

Instructions:

Heat oven to 400°F. Line bak-
ing trays with parchment paper, set
aside.

Place crushed candy canes in a
small bowl & set aside.

Cream together 1%2 cups sugar,
the butter, shortening and eggs in
large bowl.

Mix together dry ingredients. Stir
into wet ingredients.

Shape dough into 1%-inch balls.
Dip 1/2 of each ball in the crushed
candy canes.

Place 2 inches apart on baking
sheets.

Bake 8 to 10 minutes or until set.
Cool 2-3 minutes, then transfer to
a wire rack.

Drizzle each cooled cookie with
the melted white chocolate & then
sprinkle with additional candy cane

crumbs

Kris Kringle Crinkles

Recipe courtesy of: http://wwuw.twosis-
terscrafting.com

Festively-colored  sugar  cookies,
with a touch of mint. Rolled in

powdered sugar, these cookies will
remind you of the snowflakes that
are blowing outside as you enjoy
these delicious treats, warm and
cozy inside!

Ingredients:
* 1 cup Butter (softened)
* 1%2 cups Granulated Sugar
* 2 Eggs
* 1 teaspoon Vanilla
* 1 teaspoon Peppermint Extract
(or Almond, Lemon or Mint)
* 1 teaspoons Baking Soda
* 3 cups Flour (all-purpose)
* Powdered Sugar

Weikert's Egg Farm

A FAMILY OWNED FARM

‘D
FARM FRESH
BEEF

Maturally Fed, Mo Hormones, Mo Antibiotics

Our calfe are fed on angamnically grown feed

produced Aght Mene an GuF ow farm
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Vizil our farm slore an R 116, 4 mi, west of Galfysburg

FARM FRESH
EGGS

From Free Walking Hens

111-334-3127

2559 Fairfield Rd., Rt. 116 Waest
Gettysburg, PA 17325

Forget Black Friday - the Christmas season doesn’t really begin until
the first Christmas cookies are baked and set out to be gobbled up!

Instructions:

Cream the butter and sugar until
completely combined.

Add in eggs, vanilla and pep-
permint extract and mix until the
dough is fluffy.

Add in the Baking Soda.

Mix in the flour, a third at a time.

Split into two portions and color
one red and one green.

Refrigerate the dough for 2 hours.

Roll dough into balls then roll in
powdered sugar.

Bake in a 350 degree oven for
9-10 minutes.

Oatmeal Lace Cookies Recipe
Recipe courtesy of: wwuw.addapinch.
com

QOatmeal Lace Cookies are thin,
crisp, delicate and buttery cookies.
This lace cookies recipe is a family

favorite. Makes 5-6 dozen cookies!

Ingredients:
* 1 cup (2 sticks) butter
* 2% cups light brown sugar,
packed

* 2V cups rolled oats
* 3 tablespoons all-purpose flour
* 1 teaspoon salt

1 egg, lightly beaten
* 1 teaspoon vanilla

Instructions:

Preheat oven to 375° E Line bak-
ing sheets with parchment paper or
silicon baking mats. Set aside.

Heat butter and brown sugar in a
2-quart saucepan over medium heat,
stirring frequently with a wooden or
silicon spoon, until butter has melt-
ed and mixture is smooth. Stir in oats,
flour, salt, egg, and vanilla.

Drop cookie batter by the tea-
spoon onto prepared baking sheets,
leaving about 2 inches between each
cookie to allow them to spread.

Bake for 5 -7 minutes, watch-
ing closely to prevent them from
over-baking. The
should be golden brown.

Allow to cool on the cookie sheet
for 30 seconds and remove onto
racks to cool completely.

lace cookies

Store in an airtight container.

Willow Valley Farm Market

Dried and Fresh Cut Herbs

Seasonal Garden Produce + Brown Eggs
Thrifts & Handmade Gifts

Open Daily 10 am - 7 pm

545 Pecher Rd., Fairfield, PA(T17)642-5180
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LIBRARY NEWS

Blue Ridge Summit
Free Library
Standing Events

Monday - Lego and Wee Build Cre-
ation night!! Let your imagination show
its genius! All ages welcome. From 3:30
-5p.m.

Wednesday - Coffee club in the com-
munity room from 3:30 - 5 p.m.!

Wednesday — VITT (very important
teens and ‘tweens) night. The commu-
nity room is reserved for teen use from
6-7:30 p.m. Just hang out or play WII,
play board games, do puzzles, eat snacks,

watch movies, make movies, etc.!

Saturday - Join us at 11 a.m. for Story
and Craft Hour and all of its festivities!
What could be better than a great book,
agood snack, and a fun craft?

Upcoming Special Events

On Dec. 5th we will have our Christ-
mas scherenschnitte get together with
Bil Hammann. New members are
welcome, old members are appreciat-
ed. Please bring your knives and boards
if previous students. Younger children
must be accompanied by an adult.

On Dec. 12th we will be viewing the
FREE family holiday movie “Arthur
Christmas” rated PG. “Santas clumsy
son Arthur gets put on a mission with
St. NicKs father to give out a present
they misplaced to a young gitl in less
than 2 hours.” Bring your pillows!

Please join us on Dec. 16th from 4
- 6:30 pm. for our annual holiday
Open House! There will be crafts, car-
riage rides, caroling, fire trucks, mov-

ies, books, cookies, a tree lightdng, and

more! Free and open to the public.

Anime Manga club is on Dec. 18th at 6
p-m. Movies, graphic novels, books, and
cool crafts will be showcased.

Digjtal Graphics Club is on Dec 20th
at 6:30p.m.. Come to learn or come to
help! We will be creating new graph-
ics, animated and static, for our digi-
tal sign.

The Summit Sttchers Quilt Club is
meeting on Dec. 19th at 5:30 p.m.
New members and new projects are al-
ways welcome!

Dec. 22nd through the 25th the Blue
Ridge Summit Free Library will be
dosed for the Christmas holiday and
then Dec 29th through Jan 1st for New
Years! See you in 2018!

Frederick County
Library Events

Emmitsburg Branch Library

Hello Holidays: Mount St. Marys Flute
Choir Concert (All Ages) December 2,
2-3 p.m.

Caregiver Connection & Coffee Break
(Adult) December 6, 11-11:30 a.m.,
Network with other caregivers and learn
about childcare resources.

Homeschool Connection (Grades 1-5),
Wednesday, December 6, 2-3p.m.,
12/6: Elf Houses, 12/20: Crazy 8
Math, 1/3: LEGO WeDo, 1/17: Win-
ter Books and Art, 2/7: Library Olym-
pics, 2/21: Cubetto. Regjster For Event
301-600-6329 or FCPL.Org.

- Checkus out at
hisplaceautorepair.com
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Hour of Code: Virtual Reality (Grades
K-8) December 7, 6:30-7:30p.m. Inter-
act with a VR headset during Hour of
Code week, a global celebration of com-

puter science.

Hello Holidays: Junior Gardeners - Tea
Cup Arrangements (Grades 2-8) De-
cember 9, 10-12p.m. Silver Fancy Gar-
den Club members lead participants
in creating floral tea cup arrangements.
Register For Event 301-600-6329 or
FCPLOrg,

Hello Holidays: DIY Gifts (Grades
6-12) December 16, 1-3 p.m.. Create a
special holiday gift for a friend or fam.ily

member.

READ. with Wags for Hope
(Grades K-5) December 21, 5-6 p.m..
Children read to Reading Education
Assistance Dogs.

Painting on Rocks (Grades K-8) De-
cember 28, 10:30-12 p.m. Create win-
ter-themed friendship rocks!

Hello Holidays:

New Year Party (Ages 0-10) De-
cember 30, 10:30-12 p.m.. Fun and
games to ring in.

Thurmont Regional Library

Hello Holidays: Annual Holly Jolly
Event (All Ages) December 2, 10-1
p-m. Hands-on crafts for all ages,
Ugly Sweater contest, Santa and Mrs.
Claus read “The Night Before Christ-

mas at 1 p.m.. Bring a camera!

Hour of Code: STEM Explora-
tion (Ages 3-18) December 4, 4:30
p.m. - 5:30 p.m. TRL Communi-
ty Room, STEM activities led by
Mount St. Mary’s University Wom-
enin STEM.

Hour of Code: Virtual Reality (Grades
K-8) December 6, 4 pm. - 5 p.m.
TRL Childrens Program Room, Inter-
act with a VR headset during Hour of
Code week, a global celebration of com-

puter science.

Blue Ridge Summit Librarian retires after 42 years

Hello Holidays Art Series: Paint A Glass
Ornament (Adult, Teens) December 6,
7 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. TRL Small Meeting
Room, Artist Michele Maze of Seven
Dragonflies Studio provides hands-on
instruction to help you create a holiday
ormament on glass. All supplies provid-
ed. Regiister For Event at 301-600-7212
or FCPL.Org,

Hello Holidays: Ornaments from Na-
ture (Grades 5-12) December 7, 6 - 7
pm. TRL Community Room, Us-
ing pine cones, seeds, teasel, and more,
Thurmonts Green Team will lead us in
making unique ornaments to hang on
any tree.

Hello Holidays: Folded Paper Holiday
Card (Grades 4-12) December 9, 10:30
-11:30 am. TRL.

Childrens Program Room, Learn how
to make beautiful holiday cards using
the Iris Folding technique!

Hello Holidays: Folded Paper Holiday
Card (Grades 4-12) December 10, 2 -
3 pm. TRL.

Community Room, Learn how to
make beautiful holiday cards using the
Iris Folding techniquel!

Stop Motion Animation (Grades 6-12)
December 11, 1 - 2 pm. TRL Small
Meeting Room Create your own short
videos. Register For Event at 301-600-
7212 or FCPL.Oxg.

Stop Motion Animation (Grades 6-12)
December 12, 1 - 2 p.m. TRL Small
Meeting Room Create your own short
videos. Register For Event at 301-600-
7212 or FCPL.Org,

Chess Club (All Ages) December 16,
11 am. - 12:30 p.m. TRL Small Meet-
ing Room, Beginners to advanced play-
ers welcome. Learn, play and sharpen
your skills.

Hello Holidays: Gingerbread Houses
(Grades 6-12) December 21, 6 p.m. -7
p-m., TRL Small Meeting Room, Gum
drops, licorice, frosting, sprinkles, and
much more - all provided to decorate

your own graham cracker house.

READ.® with Wags for Hope
(Grades K-5) December 23, 11 am. -
12 p.m., Children read to Reading Ed-
ucation Assistance Dogs.

Movie Matinee (All Ages) Decem-
ber 27, 1 - 3 p.m., TRL Community
Room, Watch a movie on the big screen
with related activities.

Movie Night and Trail Mix (Grades
6-12) December 28, 6-7:30 p.m. TRL
Community Room Watch a movie on
the big screen with related activities.

Hello Holidays: New Year Party (Ages
0-10) December 29, 11:30 a.m. - 12:15
pm. TRL Community Room, Fun

and games to ring in.

This Christmas surprise your loved ones
with a gift that will last a lifetime and
one they will never forget!

FREE CHRISTMAS EVE DELIVERY!

Over 90 pianos in stock and on sale!
New ~ Pre-owned ~ Digital

See Slore for delails!

Thousands of Music Gift Items on Sale

20% Off

MR

12 months same as cash
0% interest financing on all Roland Digital Pianos.

JUST IN TIME FOR CHRISTMAS!
Introducing the All New

ROLAND RP-102 For Only $1,099
(Includes headphones & bench)

Fnames’s

PIANO SHOP

YOUR FULL-LINE PIANO STORE AND MORE!
SALES = TUNING = LESSONS -

12049 Woodsboro Pike, New Midway
301-898-3245 www.kramerspianoshop.com

MOVING
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SCHOOL NEWS

“Tis the season once again!

Lynn Taylor
Mother Seton School

ood tidings we bring from

Mother Seton School! “Tis
the season once again for mak-
ing lists and checking them twice,
for eggnog and fruitcake, and for
at least four area radio stations to
switch to an all-Christmas-music-
all-the-time format. (Not that I'm
complaining, mind you. We all
need a little Christmas!)

It is also the season for warm
woolen mittens and down parkas,
which feels like whiplash after the
balmy early autumn we've had. As
much I love the cooler tempera-
tures, however, it does make get-
ting children ready for school in
the mornings challenging. I have

also yet to solve the mystery of the
one missing glove. I have a theory
that those gloves are running away
with the missing socks. It would
explain “toe socks”, those things
that look like gloves for your feet.

Despite the chill in the air—
or maybe because of it—our
students are shivering with ex-
citement over what comes next—
Christmas! We begin with our
annual Breakfast with Santa and
Christmas Bazaar, December 2nd
from 8 a.m. until noon, where
the kids can talk to Santa about
their wish lists and have their
photo taken with the jolly old
elf. What's great about that for
parents is that you can avoid the
huge mall crowds and get a nice
photo of your child with Santa

that doesn’t cost as much as a train
ticket to the North Pole.

When the whirlwind of holiday
preparation has you overwhelmed,
we have just the thing you need
to get you back into the Christ-
mas spirit! Our chorus has been
diligently practicing for the MSS
Christmas Program on December
18th at 7 p.m., where they will en-
tertain the crowd with a musical.
The lower grades are also getting
ready for their own performances,
and if you've never been to one of
our programs, you should make a
point to come this year.

There’s almost nothing more
entertaining than watching a
group of 5- and G6-year-olds per-
forming “Here
ta Claus”. Seeing our first-grad-

Comes San-

ers playing roles in the nativity
on stage is also a sight to be seen.
There’s something about experi-
encing these things in person that
increases your Christmas spir-
it more than watching reruns of
“Frosty the Snowman” at home.
Maybe because it’s a reminder of
what Christmas is really about—
the humble birth of our Lord.
Amidst all the fun this month and
the visits from Santa, we all remain
aware of the true spirituality of the
season. Most of our students, with
the help of faculty and parents, are
engaged in various service projects.
From making blankets for Project
Linus to delivering food to the Em-
mitsburg Food Bank, we strive to in-
still in our students the giving spirit.
After all, what better way to celebrate

the birth of Jesus Christ our Savior,
who gave His life for us, than by giv-
ing of ourselves to others?

We hope we will see you this
December so we can wish you a
Merry Christmas and Happy New
Year in person. May your holidays
be filled with warmth, happiness,
joy, and the Peace of Christ!

p.s.: As we head into the last
month of 2017, it’s time to begin
looking ahead to the next year!
Enrollment for most schools, es-
pecially preschools, normally be-
gins in January, so why not get a
head start? On December 12th,
we are opening our doors to any-
one looking for the right school
and who wishes to take a tour of
MSS. From 9 a.m. until 1 p.m.,
stop by and see how our students
grow strong and true in a nur-
turing, academically challenging,
and spiritually enlightening envi-
ronment.

Not enough days in the year

Ken Kerr
Frederick County School Board

he modern calendar was es-

tablished by a 6" Centu-
ry monk, Diomysis Exiguus, and
was known as the “Anno Domi-
ni” calendar. The next major in-
novation was the Gregorian Cal-
endar, was introduced in 1582.
Pope Gregory more closely cal-
culated the year as 365 days and
6 hours and gave us the Leap
Year. Everything went along pret-
ty well until August 31, 2016—
the day Governor Larry Hogan
issued an executive order requir-
ing that Maryland public schools
must start after Labor Day and
must conclude the school year by
June 15. We now live under the
“Hogan Calendar.”

In making his decision, Gov-
ernor Hogan cited research that
claims there would be no adverse
effects and the change would be
a boost to the Maryland econo-
my--$74 million to be exact. The
opportunity for county school
systems to apply for a waiver to
start earlier or end later was orig-
inally part of this order. Howev-
er, a few weeks later, after un-
happy counties began to file for
waivers, Hogan tightened the re-
quirements so that only “a hand-
ful of charter and other specialty
schools and school districts that
traditionally have a lot of weath-
er-related closings will be eligi-
ble.” This began to look, accord-
ing to the Washington Post, like
the “governor [was] imposing a
mandate that may help tourism
on the Eastern Shore but might
not be in the best interest of stu-
dents.”

Looking back, it was a 2014
legislative order which led to a
Governor O’Malley task force
that voted 12-3 in favor of a post
Labor Day Start. And a Febru-
ary 2015 Goucher College poll
showed, “Residents continue to
support Comptroller Peter Fran-
chot’s ‘Let Summer Be Summer’

initiative. Seventy-two percent
support a statewide mandate re-
quiring schools to start after the
Labor Day holiday.” But this just
might be a case of “Careful what
you wish for . ..”

The Frederick County Board
of Education is faced with a di-
lemma—how to fit 180 days of
instruction, 3 snow days, all state
and federally mandated holidays,
traditional holidays (such as Fair
Day) and recently granted days
off that coincide with Rosh Ha-
shanah and Yom Kippur. The
short answer—it can’t be done.

It is important to realize that,
by Maryland law, schools are not
permitted to close for religious
holidays. Rather, schools close
when there is reason to believe
a certain date will result in high
absenteeism. Unfortunately, the
prior Board that established days
off for the two traditional Jewish
holy days, did not justify their
decision with any data support-
ing the reasonable expectation of

high absenteeism.
The board of the Great Fred-

erick Fair lobbied hard—not
only to have Fair Day remain a
school holiday—but to estab-
lish the new concept of “Fair Fri-
day.” With the high Jewish Holy
day of Yom Kippur (the Day of
Atonement) on Wednesday Sep-
tember 19, and “Fair Friday” two
days later, someone was bound
to be disappointed. The pro-
posed calendar, released for pub-
lic comment, takes Yom Kippur
off the calendar in favor of Fair
Day. The Jewish community is
understandably upset.

It gets worse the following year
when Christmas Eve is a Tues-
day and June 15 is a Monday. Do
we have children come in for a
one-day school weeks? It would
be reasonable to think absentee-
ism would be high on both of
those days—making them legit-
imate days to close schools. But
we cant. The Hogan Calendar
forbids it.

The bottom line is that the
Frederick County Public School
calendar is no longer in the hands
of the Frederick County Board
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of Education. It is controlled by
Governor Hogan.

Let’s get back to the original
justification. How did that in-
creased revenue work out? Appar-
ently not so well. Katie Tabling
of OC Today reported in Octo-
ber that the Ocean City Town
Council announced, “Revenues
from tourism-driven sources this
summer differed little from last
year.” What about the promis-
es of the $74 million in increased
revenue? Apparently that didn’t
happen. Only time will ctell if

there are student performance
implications.

There are two ways to overturn
an executive order—passing leg-
islation to overturn the executive
order, or overturning the execu-
tive himself. Now that the nos-
talgic euphoria of long summers
and post Labor Day schools years
gone by has worn off, the time
might be right for one of those
two options.

After hearing public com-
ment on November 29th, the
Board of Education may make
adjustments and vote on the cal-
endar on December 13. If this
year was painful—next year will
be agony.

APARTMENT FOR RENT

2 Bedroom, 1 Bath 2nd floor apartment with outside steps
on route 16, Fairfield schools, eat-in kitchen, living room,
covered balcony, yard, garage and parking. No smoking.
All appliances including washer and dryer. You pay the
electric, frash, cable, phone and intemnet,

574-5 Per Month
717-642-8659
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Custom Upholstery
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FOUR YEARS AT THE MOUNT

With the start of the Christmas season we asked our writers to reflect on what Christmas means to them and what
traditions they hold close to their hearts. From our family to yours, we wish the community a Merry Christmas!

Freshman Year

Christmas magic

Kaitlin Marks
MSMU class of 2021

olden lights shimmering against
the deeply evergreen tree; spar-
kling ornaments dancing, shadows
and light falling on the faces of those in
the room. I glance around at my fam-
ily each year and feel my heart grow
warm with gratitude and joy: Since I
was little, Christmas has been my abso-
lute favorite time of year. Mention the
word Christmas, and my eyes light up
with glee and cause those around me
to laugh at the childlike joy I experi-
ence during the festive season. Christ-
mas represents an essence, a sparkling
vision of the pure humanity and spir-
it of giving. Of course, there are pres-
ents, representing their own subcatego-
ry of Christmas magic, carefully chosen
and given to others to bring joy. How-
ever, I speak of giving in a more tradi-
tional sense, as in serving others. This is
the time of year to be selfless, to reach
out and connect with other people,
to weave a golden thread of humani-
ty and common good that spans time
and generations, all surrounding the
warmth of such a holiday as this.
As a lirde girl, I was mystified by the

shift T experienced in the world around
me as the world became alight with
snow, with lights and stories and mag-
ic, anticipation of joy and receiving love
and light from all directions. There was
atangible sense of peace in the air, a tran-
scendent joy that surpasses the stress of
shopping mall parking lots and long
lines and icy roads. One Christmas tra-
dition that has encapsulated that essence
for me is baking, When I was younger,
this meant helping my mom and dad
in the kitchen, begging to crack the eggs
into the bowl, to try my hand at dec-
orating the cookies, to mix the ingre-
dients together into their own form of
magic, and of course, to lick whatever
confection we were whipping up from
the spoon, my sister and I giggling side
by side at the kitchen table as we snacked
on dough. As I grew older, the scent of
gingerbread, chocolate and cinnamon
wating through the air from the oven
became a beacon to me of the family
time that comes along with the holiday.
Although I became more independent
and now bake often without help, my
favorite memories in the kitchen are of
the laughter bouncing around the room
as the mixer whirrs in the background,
inside jokes and easy, familiar conversa-
tion filling the air with as much joy as
the baked goods rising in the oven will

bring later. Life is busy, and through-
out the year, it is easy to become pre-
occupied with deadlines and work and
phone calls, stress and applications, daily
routines and full planners. Christmas is
the time of year in my family where it is
most possible to truly live, to just be with
those you love in comfort and familiar-
ity. Christmas brings my soul the con-
tentment of home and of love. It brings
with it nostalgia and peace, and an op-
portunity to reflect.

Perhaps as magical as home and
family is the actual magjc that people
around the world actively work to cre-
ate for their children as Christmas ap-
proaches. When asked what Christmas
means to me, [ think of my sister and I
having sleepovers in my room, staying
up to try and hear sleigh bells on the
roof in the night, sleeping with one eye
open in the hopes of catching Santa.
Moreover, I remember how every year,
I woke up first, tiptoeing down the
stairs to find that overnight, our living
room had transformed, red, green and
gold shimmering packages in haphaz-
ard piles under the tree, stockings filled
and resting atop our piles. I remem-
ber smiling as I felt so happy; not from
the presents themselves (of course,
those were lovely as well), but from be-
ing taken care of, loved and valued. I
would tiptoe back upstairs, rather un-
successfully containing my excitement,
bouncing on my feet as I walked, and

wake my younger sister, Lindsay, up,
gently whispering that it was Christ-
mas, excitement quickly blossoming
in both of us. We knew that the day
ahead would be one of relaxation, of
giving our parents and grandparents
the gifts we had so carefully picked
out and so precariously and treless-
ly worked to wrap perfectly, and anx-
iously awaited seeing their reactions on
Christmas morning.

Curled up under piles of blankets,
lights turned off in our living room,
watching 7he Grinch, The Polar Ex-
press, movie after movie, I often think
of not only the immediate joy I am ex-
periencing, but the opportunity to cre-
ate such memories with those around
me. Just as magical and valuable are the
memories I create during the holidays
in which I am able to meet and give to
others, in whatever ways become possi-
bilities. This, for me, means purchasing
the gifts for foster children written on
the backs of pastel colored tags hang-
ing on trees in the grocery store. This
means driving through Thurmont on
a Saturday morning in harmony and
blessed grace with the seminarians
from the Mount on a mission trip to
deliver groceries to families in need for
a Thanksgiving meal. That particular
occasion brought me closer to the true
meaning of Christmas: experiencing
companionship, joy, family and love
while giving to others, reflecting on

gratitude and creating memories that
last forever. As the holiday gets closer,
L aspire to embody the spirit of Christ-
mas, to serve others, to be gracious and
humble in receiving my own blessings,
to be grateful for all ] am given and am
able to give. Peeking through old jour-
nals, my handwriting sprawling across
the pages in haphazard lines, I can
see vividly in my minds eye the rich-
ness of the stories told on Christmas,
the sparkling surprise of a snow-blan-
keted sky on Christmas morning, the
warmth and light filling the room as
such unparalleled joy flows through
everyone present. To me, Christmas is
a gift in itself; it is a time to embrace
tradition and community. Conjuring
up the scent of gingerbread, the nos-
talgia of genty cradling ornaments
passed down through time, the recol-
lections of years past and family mem-
ories, Christmas will always remain my
favorite time of year. As December be-
gins to pass, | hope we all can embrace
the spirit of giving, of living fully and
of loving with our whole hearts. In a
world that sometimes feels all too dark,
let us feel happy and bright under the
twinkling, glowing lights of the Christ-
mas tree and the warmth of our lives
and families, especially by giving to
those in need of a little light.

10 read other articles by Kaitlin, visit the
Authors section of Emmitsburg.net.

Sophomore Year

A child’s Christmas

Morgan Rooney
MSMU Class of 2020

wake up to the first break of daylight
hining through the shutters and pro-
jecting onto the wall across the room.
There is a slight chill in the air, as would
be expected early on a winter morning,
yet the smell of the potpourri emanat-
ing from the kitchen across the house is
more inviting than the warmth and pro-
tection of my duvet which my mother
had lovingly tucked around me the pre-
vious night. The scent of cinnamon and
dloves fills my airways and levitates me
from my bed into the hallway. The lights
wrapped around the railing twinkle, and
the scent of last nights spiral ham and
potatoes mix with the aroma I had pre-
viously savored. Atop the dining table, at
which we only eat for Thanksgiving and
Christmas Eve, our centerpiece stll sits:
A Norwegian blessing lamp. The lamp
isawood carving which holds a red can-
dle. Lighting this lamp Christmas Eve is
one of the few traditions my family has.
Passed through the Norwegjan lineage
in my family; it is said that if you fall un-
der its candlelight, you shall be blessed
throughout the coming year. The drip-
pings of the wax from the candle now
stick to the tabledoth and the crafted
wood. This Christmas is not a white
one, as it would be in Norway; nor has
it ever been. Texas winters are mild, and
snow only falls on an annual occasion.
For a young child like myself, this
morning has been highly anticipated.
I can finally fulfill all this excitement I
have buile up for the previous month

and a half; watching the classic animated
movies like 7he Grinch Who Stole Christ-
mas and Frosty the Snowman, listening to
my father’s compilation of all the pop-
ular dmely Christmas songs, viewing
the lights and wreaths displayed around
the house and around town and visiting
Santa Claus himself at the local mall to
tell him what I most desired to unwrap
Christmas morning. This anticipation is
so great that I feel no remorse for awak-
ening my parents and practically drag-
ging them across the house to the liv-
ing room with solely the giddiness and
pleading tone of my words.

I am certainly sleep-deprived my-
self; as I lay awake for half of the night,
doing my best to keep my eyes entire-
ly closed and not move a single mus-
de—a preventative measure I took
to trick St. Nick into believing I was
asleep rather than punishing me for
my involuntary insomnia by leav-
ing nothing behind. I was told that he
would not come unless I was asleep by
midnight. By the time I get to the liv-
ing room, I can see that my scheme
was successful, as there is an addition-
al stack of gjfts to the side of the tree
wrapping in an unfamiliar wrapping
paper. Half of them are addressed to
me and the other to my younger sis-
ter, who currently crawls around on
all fours, requiring my father to follow
her around to prevent her from break-
ing something or hurting herself; this
room has not been baby-proofed. My
dearest friend, a white terrier, wanders
around the room discovering the new
scents that had recently been added to

the room before finding a comfortable
place to rest on the floor beside my feet.

After the long, borderline painful
process of my parents needing to take
precious time out of Christmas morn-
ing to fulfill their addiction to their
morning cups of coffee, itis finally time
to open those gifts that I had only pre-
viously been limited to staring at and
shaking when no one else was there to
watch me. Before each gift I unwrap,
and after it is opened, my mother paus-
es me, and I am required to sit still fora
grueling five seconds so her camera can
focus and capture the moment with
clarity. These might well be the longest
few moments of my life. The require-
ment of each photograph is only pro-
longing and increasing my excitement
to discover what I am about to receive.
My mother does remind me, once
again that one day, I would be grate-
ful that she is taking so many pictures
of this precious childhood of mine, and
she is right. One day, down the line, I
will be grateful.

I do wonder in the moment, as I
quickly cyde through each and every
box, why grown-ups do not share my
prominent giddiness directed at open-
ing the gifts that have been collected
over the past month. I do not under-
stand this now, but one day I will un-
derstand why. Fifteen years into the fu-
ture, I will understand that Christmas
isnt about what you receive from others,
or how much you give to another. I will
understand that Christmas is about the
memories you make and the love you
share. In fifteen years, I will not remem-
ber what is in these packages, wrapped
up with red paper and green ribbon, but
I will remember sitting with my fami-
ly, untying the ribbon, and tearing the
wrapping paper from the box. I will re-
member the smell of cinnamon and
doves in the air, and the aroma of last

nights dinner. I will remember my in-
fant sister; full of energy and occupying
herself with everything around her. Iwill
remember the terrier sleeping besides
my feet, delighted to be in our presence.
I'will remember what is most important

to me, and it is not receiving expensive
gifts, but instead the proximity of the

people I love most.

10 read other articles by Morgan, visit the
Authors section of Emmitsburg.net.

r----

; 2 Pasta |
Entrees

51999

I Includes salad |
j & garlic bread
Lmrdn's Tria

Cut

I Fu'ﬁulnullaﬂnnn : $1 399

| “noTimcLupep | Toppings Extra

PIZZA
LEONE

Giuserre MONTELEONE
& FamiLy
AT Your SeErviCE

717-642-9200

Help us celebrate 3 years serving the community!
Check us out to see what you have been missing!
As a Thank You to our patrons & patrons-to-be,
we want to offer you this fabulous deal!
BYOB!

2 Large |
Cheese

Pizzas

I 8 10rder
Of Fresh

----1

10%
' OFF

|
|
. Entire :
1 Order
|

|

|

Fries

I Dine In or
I Carryout

| Exp. 12/31/17 | Exp. 12131117 | Exp. 12/31/17

1665 Waynesboro Pk., Fairfield

Hours: Mon. & Tues. - Closed
Wed., Thurs., & Sun. - 11 a.m.-9 p.m.
Fri., & Sal. - 11 a.m.-10 p.m.

Homemade Rolls &

e wisal i@ - M Ficebook Dough Made Dailyl




DECEMBER 2017 | EMMITSBURG NEWS-JOURNAL | 35

CHRISTMAS TRADITIONS

Junior Year

The season of receiving

Shea Rowell
MSMU Class of 2019

hristmas is the season of giv-

ing. At Christmas, humanity
was given the greatest gift it has ever
known; that of a savior. God came
down to earth. This is a gift whose
value cannot be quantfied. As
Christians, we do our best to imi-
tate the example of Jesus. Christians
celebrate the season of Christmas
by giving to others. We give gifts to
our loved ones, cards to family and
friends, and donations and time to
charitable causes. Giving is a beauti-
ful imitation of Jesus, and is a pure
and wonderful way to celebrate the
season of Christmas. Giving, how-
ever, is only half the batde.

As strange as it may seem, Christ-
mas is also the season of receiving.
While this may seem like a selfish
and unchristian way to celebrate
Christmas, it is vital to the Christian
lifestyle. This type of receiving is dif-
ferent from the type that is touted
in television commercials and ra-
dio advertisements. It is not about
what you receive—it is about receiv-
ing the gifts of others with grace and
humility.

This is even more important in
the Christmas season than giving it-

self. If God gave humanity the great
gift of His son, the way in which we
receive this gift is vitally important.
While expecting the gifts of oth-
ers is a form of selfishness, receiv-
ing the gifts of others is a form of
selflessness, as shifts the focus onto
the giver. The first step in properly
receiving any gift is recognizing its
value—not only its monetary cost,
but the time, consideration, and ef-
fort that went into the gift. The gift
of Jesus Christ is a gift of infinite
magnitude. It is God’s way of show-
ing that He cares for us—enough to
come to earth in the form of a lit-
tle child. Enough to live among His
creation and perform a saving mis-
sion which would cost Him His life.
That kind of love and sacrifice can-
not be measured. Its value does not
have a dollar sign attached. It is the
ultimate act of love, as valuable as
life itself.

If the first step to receiving prop-
etly is recognizing the value of the
gift, the second step is recogniz-
ing the value of the giver. Any gift
we are given reflects kindness on
the part of the giver, and his or her
desire to make us feel happy and
loved. Even if the gift we receive is
not something we want or need, it
communicates the generosity and

love. Likewise, the gift of Jesus re-
veals the nature of God the Father
to us. He was willing to give us His
Son on Earth so that we might feel
His love and share in His life. Jesus,
likewise, was willing to be given to
us. He gave us the gift of Himself.
Through the sacrificial cost of this
gift, we can see the true goodness
and love of God.

After recognizing the value of the
gift and the giver, the third step to
receiving is to accept the gift. As
strange as it seems, acceptance is
one of the most difficult parts of re-
ceiving, Accepting the gifts of oth-
ers means accepting that they have
spent time, energy, and resources on
you. They have decided to use their
kindness to brighten your day, or
to provide you with something you
may want or need. A first reaction
may be to say, “I appreciate the ges-
ture, but you didn’t have to do this!”
This response, however, is not nec-
essary. The giver already knows he
or she was not obliged to give; giv-
ing gifts is a free act of love. Thus,
accepting that love is a gift in itself.
How would God react if humans
responded to Christmas by say-
ing, “thanks, but you didn't have to
give me a savior. I could have got-
ten one for myself!” How ridiculous
it would be to reject the kindness of
God! When we accept the kindness
of others, we give them the oppor-
tunity to share their love with us. It
takes humility, but sometimes ac-

cepting the gifts of others is the
greatest gift you can give them.
Once youve gratefully accepted
the give youve been given, the fi-
nal step is to care for it. Caring for
the gifts of others shows them how
much you value them, their gifts
and their kindness. This can be as
simple as putting flowers in a vase,
or wearing that new sweater in pub-
lic. Gifts, however, aren't always pos-
sessions. They may come instead
in the form of friendship; in oth-
er words, people give you the gift
of themselves. When people give
themselves as gifts instead of materi-
al things, proper care becomes even
more vital. Relationships need time
and attention to survive. We show
our friends how much we value the
gift of their friendship by spending
quality time with them. During the
Christmas season, Jesus gives us the
gift of Himself. This gift requires
special care and attention like any
other. What does it mean to care

for the gift of Jesus Christ?

Luckily, Jesus told us how to
propetly use this gift. We must fol-
low Him. We must imitate His ex-

ample of love toward God and oth-
ers. We must identify our own
failings and give them to Him in re-
pentance. We must forgive gener-
ously and lovingly provide for the
needs of others. In other words, re-
ceiving the gift of Jesus Christ en-
ables us to give as Jesus did. Receiv-
ing is giving to others. When our
friends and family approach us this
year with carefully-wrapped pack-
ages, we must receive their kindness
and love as manifestations of the
goodness of the people themselves.
In the same way, we must respond
to the gift of God’s Son by reflecting
on the true value of the gift and the
pure love of the giver. Then, we can
accept His gift gratefully, and allow
it to guide our lives toward Him.

Merry Christmas, and God bless!

16 read other articles by Shea, visit the
Authors section of Emmitsburg. net.

Senior Year

A tradition—broken and shared

Sarah Muir
MSMU Class of 2018

he night before Christmas

is, with few exception, al-
ways the same. Over the river and
through the woods a table is al-
most groaning under the weight
of food. Theres enough, some-
one jokes, to feed a small army.
My grandmother brings out some
wine, pours it out, and my mom
and I help to lay the table with
plates and glasses. My grandfa-
ther sneaks me a piece of ham that
tastes salty and faintly like clove
and goes to check the fire, adding
another log to be sure it doesn’t go
out. After dinner and a soporific
nap everyone dresses up for mass.
I make sure to wear my bright red
stockings and green dress to en-
sure that tradition is kept.

However, even before dinner
there is a touch of tradition. As a
family with roots in Poland and
Slovakia, no Christmas Eve din-
ner is complete without oplatek.
In comparison to the savory and
sweet dishes on the table it is decid-
edly bland. Resembling a commu-
nion wafer, about the size of your
hand it is dry, tasteless and usual-
ly embossed with a nativity scene.
It is made to be broken, shared and
consumed before the meal.

The tradition itself has been in
practice since about the 10th cen-
tury when designs were cut into
a thin bread called podplomyk to
make breaking it easier. The un-

consecrated wafer is a symbol of
family unity and is sometimes
sent to absent family members or
loved ones. In some parts of cen-
tral Europe where the tradition is
still practiced, oplatek is dyed and
used as decoration. The Catholic
faith is centered around commu-
nity and the tradition of sharing a
simple wafer serves as a reminder of
the inner communion shared with-
in families. Oplatek is a tradition of
forgiveness, reconciliation, remem-
brance and most of all love.

The Christmas season is my fa-
vorite season—a sentiment I share
with my entire family. As soon as
November begins so does the dec-
orating, the cookie baking and the
excited texts that share the news
that the next week’s weather fore-
cast has a snowflake on it. I have
always valued the traditions my
family has passed down to me and
the scattered memories that pop
up all around the house this time
of year. Throughout our entire
house are mementos of the life we
have shared: an overturned, paint-
ed clay pot snowman from fourth
grade, my sister’s rather comical
paper gingerbread man ornament
with white tissue hair, a matched
set of puppet ornaments my par-
ents got on their honeymoon as
souvenirs. Even reminders of my
great grandmother live on in rec-
ipes written in her neat, curved
handwriting; these are recipes
that my mother probably knows
by heart, but none the less reads

multiple times to be sure. As she
pours out the flour she would tell
me how perfect her grandmothers
cookies were and, mimicking the
Pennsylvania accent to perfection,
she would tell me what her grand-
mother told her: it’s a good cook-
ie, Chrissy.

On top of everything, dwarfed
in ratio to the tree and lost in the
lights, limbs and sparkling glass is
a light pink-clad angel with small
gold wings that we have had for a
lifetime. Through the headaches
of tangled lights and the mislead-
ing labels on boxes whose lids don’t
quite fit any longer, my family cre-
ates memories that will always been
added to and shared.

I will always remember that
I woke up early. Before the sun
even peaked over the horizon my
eyes would open and I would slip
out of bed, shivering slightly as
my feet met the cool hard wood.
It took me many years to learn
where to step to avoid the creaks
and groans that would, no doubrt,
stir any creature or mouse. My fa-
ther’s less than soft snoring would
ensure me that Ma and Pa were
still in the midst of their winters
nap. How I would make my way
past my parent’s room without be-
ing heard?

I will remember how it felt to
step as lightly as possible down
the steps, smelling the fragrance of
pine, candles that were blown out
hours ago and the soft scent of the
heat coming off the metal radia-
tors. The doors to the room that
housed the Christmas tree were al-
ways closed on Christmas morn-

ing (by Santa no doubt) and they

rattled lightly as they opened. I
only opened them wide enough to
squeeze through because any noise
could wake my sister who is not
the most pleasant when her sleep
is interrupted. After the lights glit-
tered into being I would sit in the
light of the Christmas tree, swad-
dled in blankets, until my patience
wore thin. Unable to wait any lon-
ger, I would make noticeable rus-
tling that would no doubt be heard
by my parents and sister.
Christmas has changed a little.
I needn’t worry about waking my
sister; between work and school 1
haven’t been around for a majori-
ty of the cookie making. However,

I still wake up carly. As I get old-
er [ am able to wait longer before
waking anyone else. Now, I peace-
fully enjoy the silent, dark, morn-
ings lit only by the Christmas tree.
It is my own personal tradition.
Even when I am old and gray and
full of sleep, on Christmas Eve
I'll make sure the oplatek is bro-
ken and shared around a table full
of food and family. And before
the sun reaches through the night
I will wake up ecarly to keep my
morning tradition and vigil with
the Christmas tree.

10 read other articles by Sarah, visit the
Authors section of Emmitsburg. net.
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FASHION

Appreciating the whites of winter

Valerie McPhail
MSMU Class of 2015

A_ s simple as winter white may

eem there is a lot more in-
volved than meets the eye. This spe-
cial holiday outfit requires more in-
tention, more coordination, and
more planning — as if we need more
to consume our thoughts in the fes-
tive season. An old-fashioned so-
cietal rule governs the color white
unacceptable past Labor Day. How-
ever, in today’s world of style, the
more fashionable, and most time
outlandish outfits trump any ques-
tion that would challenge previous
arguments. If it is controversial, in-
triguing or the slightest of strange it
is now acceptable in fashion, despite
the rigid calendar.

This poses a challenge for the
perspective of practical fashion. For,
winter white is statement: mono-
chromatic floppy hats, creme coats
and the options such as cashmere
turtleneck sweaters, chunky over-
sized knits and flowy blouses cre-
ates a standard look that communi-
cates sophistication. Extravagant for
both men and woman the affect is
congruent: glamorous. For men the
look presents an athletic winter look
— ready for the ski slops and com-
fortable as cabin fever, type of life-
style. For woman, the style presents
an elegant, high society persona.

Winter white is an aged rule, a
classic fashion statement. It is a rare
look, (making) it a special one. For
such reasons it is mostly uncomfort-
able and of question. But not cur-
rent in debate, rather a conversa-
tion carried in the same demeanor
of friendly jargon. Although mono-

chromatic outfits are eye catching,

trending and stunning for special
occasion, the idea of wearing win-
ter white poses more of a risk above
anything else. I have never been one
to wear all white, but rather choose
its opposing color black for my
work uniform.

Black is a low maintenance, un-
assuming and yet just as striking.
To the contrary, the shade of white
in fashion evokes stressful upkeep
to sustain and pristine, and a chore
to stay far from any trace of dirt or
blemish. Amidst the grime and pol-
lution custom to New York City —
traveling underground subway sta-
tions, walking alongside muddied
sidewalks, winter white becomes
a ludicrous idea. Although, the
site of full-length winter coats and
white suits are enchanting, especial-
ly when paired with accents of black
— loafers or tights— its unaccom-
panied fashion statement elicits pre-
tension, ostentation and difficult to
relate with in everyday fashion.

The golden rule

Reaching for the embrace of per-
sonal style and unique statements
the rule of wearing white institut-
ed among high society customs of
the late-to-early 1900s, a time when
the color in fashion represented af-
fluence in the United State’s fashion
capital. Similarly, the color proved
appropriate in the warmer weather
seasons as the temperatures rose; for
those reasons alone white became a
fashion of the summer months, Me-
morial Day to Labor Day.

The question around accepting
this during winter is hardly formal-
ly addressed; but behaves more of
an unspoken exception, as there is
to every rule. Winter white is ap-
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propriate — how so, for how long
and under what circumstances, are
all great questions under such ex-
ceptions, and expectations. The an-
swers may be stricter in the men’s
industry of fashion, which more or
less operates like a gentlemen’s club
—where rules creates standards of
dressing. And in women’s fashion
the more creative and unique com-
binations are admired.

Any influence on the “new” or
refreshed forward-thinking fashion
industry would appear in the form
of abandoning the rule. Fashion
rules and society expectations have
been pushed out the door, and re-
placed with interest in the next,
new and interesting - even if it ap-
pears wayward and different from
any expectations previously made.
The industry supports the pub-
lic underdog, the risqué and dar-
ing. Despite the fact, the industry
is stiff towards particular ways of
dressing, allowing some designs to
never go out of style.

Skinny pants are a casual way to
incorporate winter white into an
outfit. The style of pants are most
welcome in warmer weather coun-
terparts — tanks, silky blouses and
sandals. However, the white skinny
jean is a style chosen among young-
er fashionistas, paired with a chunky
sweater. Likewise popular among
men’s fashion. Even though these
classic style reveal influence from an
“old” mindset towards fashion, they
are style that have nonetheless pro-
voke new thoughts on fashion.

Skeptics question what does win-
ter white actually entail. Does all
white translate into the same shade,
without color blocking or hues to
break the singular color scheme. Or,
could the rule include black accents
— tights, oxfords or a long driving
coat? Creme tones surface, deeming
acceptable to the rule. Such options
expand the possible definitions of
winter white, while at the same time
also enabling such complications.

From the runway to everyday

Winter white has become a classic
way of dressing in the way its piec-
es have dictated its style. Cozy knits,
in recent designs from Sonia Rykeil,

o T
R
= 21 East Main Street, Thurmont
7 Timeless Trends 240.268.6026
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help getting their home ready for the holidays. We will be happy to work with you
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Victoria Beckham’s Fall/Winter 2017 oversized winter coat
presents a charm and romance around winter white.

Michael kors collection and Joseph
offer chunky and oversized styles,
as full length coats from Fall/Win-
ter shows such as Victoria Beckham
and Tory Burch and Jill Sanders fu-
fill a winter look. The later of de-
signs provide food for thought over
concepts of minimalist fashion co-
existing with extravagant style. Tory
Burch’s Fall 2017 runway coat was
oversized with a cursive ornament
letter “B” at the left pocket while Jil
Sanders and Victoria Beckham’s de-
sign showed astonishing monochro-
matic looks, an old-fashion way of

dressing in a modern perspective.
Winter white is for the risky, dar-
ing and adventurous. It is also a cus-
tom for the comfortable, those who
cozy up in chunky sweaters and
oversized knits, items that could
care less about breaking or building

b FREE

FABULOUS GIFT CERTIFICATES Available!

with FULL SERVICE!

fashion empires, but feel comfort in
white for the winter season.

In such a perspective, descrip-
tions of chic harmonize with Park
Avenue and celebrity fashion. In
this world, fashion has zero lim-
its, excited by new applications to-
wards classic style of dressing. The
world of winter white can be lav-
ish and decadent, even as it derives
from simple forms of design, such
as the skinny jean and cable knit.
Such complexities keep it in ques-
tion among the fashion world. An
industry that operates with unspo-
ken rules, believed to be broken,
and where standards are respected
and yet always in question.

16 read other articles by Valerie, vis-
it the Authors section of Emmits-
burg.net.
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THE BOOK OF DAYS

The story of the Resolute
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The British government ordered a desk to be made from the timbers
of the ship and presented it to U.S. President Rutherford B. Hayes in 1880
as a gesture of thanks for the rescue and return of Resolute. It became

one of the most recognizable pieces of American furniture during the
administration of President John F. Kennedy, after his wife realized its

historic significance and had it placed in the Oval Office.

Perhaps the most remarkable
voyage on record, was that
of the arctic exploring ship Res-
olute. Abandoned by her offi-
cers and crew to anticipated de-
struction, she, as if instinct with
life, made a voyage of a thou-
sand miles alone, back to re-
gions of civilization—as if in
indignant protest against her
abandonment.

In April 1852, Sir Edward
Belcher, with the ships Assis-
tance, Pioneer, Resolute, Intrep-
id, and North Star, left England
to search for Sir John Frank-
lin and his companions. Cap-
tain M’Clure, in the Investiga-
tor, was at that time struggling
against appalling difficulties in
the ice-bound seas north of the
American continent. On the 6th
of April 1853, Captain M’Clure
and Lieutenant Pim had their
memorable meeting on the ice;
the former having come from the
Pacific, the latter from the Atlan-
tic. Lieutenant Pim belonged to
Captain Kellett’s ship Resolute,
part of Belcher’s squadron. The
Investigator, the ship with which
M’Clure had practically solved
the problem of the North-west
Passage, was abandoned in the
ice, and her commander and the
remainder of the crew were re-
ceived on board the Resolute.
With the exception of this sin-
gle fact of rescuing M’Clure,
Belcher was singularly unfortu-
nate: achieving little or nothing
in other ways.

On the 15th of May 1854, at
his express command, but sorely
against their will, Captain Kel-
lett and Commander M’Clin-
tock finally abandoned the Res-
olute and Intrepid, locked in
ice off the shores of Melville Is-
land. On the 24th of August,

in the same year, again at the

express command of Belcher,
Commander Sherard Osborn
abandoned the Pioneer, while
Belcher himself abandoned the
Assistance, both ships being
ice-locked in Wellington Chan-
nel. The officers and crews of no
less than five abandoned ships
reached England before the close
of the year.

It was one of these five desert-
ed ships which, we may almost
say, came to life again many
months afterwards; to the as-
tonishment of every one con-
versant with the arctic region.
Late in the year 1855, the Amer-
ican whaler George Henry, was
sailing about in Davis’s Strait,
when, on the 17th of Septem-
ber, he descried a ship present-
ing unusual appearances; no sig-
nals were put out or answered;
and, when they approached, no
crew was visible. It was the Reso-
lute, as sound and hearty as ever,
with the exception of a little wa-
ter which had got into the hold,
and the spoiling of some of the
perishable articles inside.

Any one with a map of the
arctic regions will see what a
lengthened voyage the good old
ship must have made from Mel-
ville Island, through Barrow
Straits, Lancaster Sound, and
Baffin’s Bay, during the period of
474 days, which intervened be-
tween her abandonment and her
recovery. It is supposed that ice,
loosened during the short sum-
mers of 1854 and 1855, drift-
ed with the current into Davis’s
Strait, and carried along with it
the ship.

The gift of the adventurous
old ship by America to England
was gracefully managed. The
United States Congress, on the
28th of August 1856, passed the

following resolution:

‘Whereas it has become
known to Congress, that the
ship Resolute, late of the navy
of Her Majesty the Queen of the
United Kingdom of Great Brit-
ain and Ireland, on service in
the Arctic Seas in search of Sir
John Franklin and the survivors
of the expedition under his com-
mand, was rescued and recov-
ered in those seas by the officers
and crew of the American whale-
ship, the George Henry, after the
Resolute had been necessarily
abandoned in the ice by her of-
ficers and crew, and after drift-
ing still in the ice for more than
one thousand miles from the
place where so abandoned—and
that the said ship Resolute, hav-
ing been brought to the United
States by the salvors at great risk
and peril, had been generous-
ly relinquished by them to Her
Majesty’s government.’

‘Now, in token of the deep in-
terest felt in the United States
for the service in which Her
Majesty’s said ship was engaged
when thus
doned, be it resolved by the Sen-
ate and House of Representatives
of the United States of America
in Congress assembled, That the
President of the United States
be, and he is hereby requested
to cause the said ship Resolute,

necessarily aban-

with all her armament, equip-
ment, and property on board
when she arrived in the Unit-
ed States to be purchased of her
present owners, and that he send
the said ship, after being fully
repaired and equipped, back to
England with a request to Her
Majesty’s government, that the
United States may be allowed to
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restore the said ship Resolute to
Her Majesty’s service.’

The final incident in the sto-
ry was the formal presentation
of the ship to the Queen of En-
gland, on the part of the govern-
ment of the United States. The
Resolute, in excellent trim after
her repairs, set sail, and arrived
at Portsmouth England on De-
cember the 12" 1865, under the
care of Captain Hartstein of the
United States Navy.

Sir George Seymour, naval
Commander-in-Chief at Ports-
mouth, made arrangements for a
royal visit to the recovered ship.
The Queen and the Prince Con-
sort steamed out to the old ship,
which was decked out in colours,
with the English and American
flags flying at the peak. Caprain
Hartstein and the officers, in full
uniform, received the royal par-
ty, to whom they were intro-
duced. Captain Hartstein then
said to the Queen:

‘Allow me to welcome your
Majesty on board the Resolute,
and, in obedience to the will
of my countrymen and of the
President of the United States,
to restore her to you, not only
as an evidence of friendly feel-
ing to your sovereignty, but as
a token of love, admiration,
and respect to your Majesty
personally.’

The Queen made a short but
kindly recognition of this ad-
dress. The royal party then went
over the ship, and examined
it with great interest. Captain
Hartstein, with a map spread
out before him, traced the
course that the deserted ship had
followed, and the relation whom

that course bore to arctic voyag-
es generally. After the departure
of the royal visitors, a dejeun-
er was given in the ward-room,
during which one ‘toast’ was,
“The future success of the Res-
olute, and may she be again em-
ployed in prosecuting the search
for Sir John Franklin and his
comrades.’

On the following day, the Res-
olute was brought into Ports-
mouth harbor, amid great rejoic-
ings, and complimentary salutes
to the American flag. On the
30th of December, the formal
transfer of the interesting old
ship took place. Captain George
Seymour, of the Victory, with
two subordinate officers, and
small parties of seamen and ma-
rines, went on board the Reso-
lute. Precisely at one o'clock,
the Victory hoisted the Ameri-
can flag at her main, and fired a
salute of twenty-one guns; while
Captain Hartstein hauled down
the American colours from the
Resolute, and substituted the
British, and the American crew
manned the yards to give three
cheers to the Victory. Caprain
Hartstein then addressed Cap-
tain Seymour:

‘Sir, the closing scene of my
most pleasant and import-
ant mission has now to be per-
formed. And permit me to hope
that, long after every timber in
her sturdy frame shall have per-
ished, the remembrance of the
old Resolute will be cherished by
the people of the respective na-
tions. I now, with a pride totally
at variance with our professional
ideas, strike my flag, and to you,
sir, give up the ship.’

10 read other selections from Rob-
ert Chambers’ Book of Days visit
wwuw. thebookofdays.com.
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Totem Pole’s ‘A Christmas Carol’

! I ‘otem Pole Playhouse, in as-
sociation with  Gettysburg

Community Theatre, will once
again bring its original adaptation
of the Charles Dickens holiday
classic A Christmas Carol to the
stage of Gettysburg College’s Ma-
jestic Theater this December 8-17.
This year’s production boasts an
even larger cast of over 60 profes-
sional union, non-union, and local
community actors, making it by
far the largest production in Cen-
tral Pennsylvania.

A Christmas Carol is an original
adaptation by Totem Pole Playhouse
Producing Artistic Director Rowan
Joseph, who directs the show. Much
of the text and dialogue is preserved
verbatim from the original novel by
Charles Dickens, restoring many of
the Christian references left out of
other versions. “One of the aspects
that sets this production apart from
others is that we've added back into
the text of the play Dickens’ original
focus on the birth of the baby Jesus
and Christian charity as the domi-
nate theme of Scrooge’s redemptive
journey.

Most other modern adaptatons
tend to secularize these passages from
the story, placing it in the same cate-
gory as stories of Rudolph or Frosty,”
Joseph said, “but thats not where
it belongs. To quote Stephen Skelt-
on, author of the book, A Christmas
Carol: Special Church Edition, ‘In

the first place, with Charles Dickens,
you're dealing with a self-proclaimed
Christian author. And in the second
place, he has infused his story with
Christian meaning. After all, Dick-
ens is the writer who said, ‘I have al-
ways striven in my writings to ex-
press the veneration for the life and
lessons of our Savior.””

Joseph's production has also grown
extensively from the revival of the
Carl Schurr and Wil Love version he
originally staged at the Capitol The-
atre in Chambersburg four years ago.
The cast has almost doubled in size
since then to over 60 actors. While
the centerpiece of the set remains
Scrooge’s large two-story revolving
Victorian house and accounting of-
fice, two additional one-story re-
volving structures have been added
with two more two-story set pieces
planned for 2018.

Many new special effects have
been added to the production in-
cluding the addition last year of 3D
hologram skeletons rising out of the
stage floor of the Majestic Theater
along with Scrooge’s tombstone. An
equally terrifying childhood memo-
ry for many grown-ups in the area,
the loud flash, bang, BOOM at the
disappearance of the ghost of Jacob
Matley, remains frightening and de-
lightful to new audiences today. To-
tem Pole General Manager Sue
McMurtray, remarked, “The pro-
duction has evolved so much since
we brought it back four years ago

7
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that anyone who hasn seen it since
is in for a real shock. As one of the
local papers said, it’s a production fit
for Broadway.”

Once again this year the show will
be a family affair with siblings, par-
ents and children joining each oth-
er on stage. Shippensburg Universi-
ty professor and Greencastle resident,
Paris Peet, who has been starring as
Ebenezer Scrooge since 2014, will be
joined on stage this year by his son,
Owen Peet, as Young Dick Wilkins.
Emily Windover of Orrtanna, re-
turns as Mrs. Fezziwig, to be joined
on stage by daughters Ruby and Mia
as Fezziwig Dancers while daugh-
ter Phoebe will portray Scrooge’s sis-
ter Fan. Brothers and sisters: Thom-
as and Claire Hydock of Fairfield
will appear as Belle’s son and daugh-
ter; Gettysburgs Justin and Hope
Beach will play the Fiddler and a
Fezziwig Dancer; Sisters Liliana and
Kalia Hoedemaker and Stella and
Mina Gladson of Gettysburg will ap-
pear together as dancers in the Fezzi-
wig party scene. And New Oxford’s
Mark Kleinman will return as the
Lamplighter with his son, Jacob, tak-

Totem Pole Playhouse, in association with Gettysburg Community
Theatre, will once again bring its original adaptation of the Charles
Dickens’ holiday classic ‘A Christmas Carol to the stage of Gettysbhurg
College’s Majestic Theater this December 8-17.

ing over the pivotal role of Tiny Tim
in the new production.

Totem Pole Playhouse’s Producing
Artistic Director, Rowan Joseph, will
direct the production and Chad-Al-
an Carr, Executive Artistic Direc-
tor of the Gettysburg Community
Theatre, will serve as choreographer
and associate producer. Equity Stage
Manager, Bob Tolaro, will serve as
production stage manager for the
show. Jim Fouchard, who designed
the first production in 1987 at the
Central Center in downtown Cham-
bersburg, is the set designer for the
current reincarnation as well.

The Majestic Theater’s Technical
Director, Jonathan Stiles, is serving
as lighting designer for the show.

This years public performances
are scheduled for December 8 and
15 at 8 pm, December 9, 10, 16 and
17 at a new family-friendly time of
6:00 pm, with matinees December
9,10, 13, 14, 16, and 17 at 2:00 pm.
Ticket prices range from $32 to $38
for adults, and $20 for students (age
18 or younger).

To purchase tickets call the Majes-
tic Theater Box Office at 717-337-
8200 or visit www.gettysburgmajes-
tic.org.

GNP’s new Artist-in-Residence

Catherine Lawhon
Gettysburg National Park

.S. veteran and award-win-

ning combat artist Chip Beck
is Gettysburg National Military Park’s
new artist-in-residence, beginning
in mid-November. Beck is a retired
U.S. Navy Commander, combat art-
ist and cartoonist who has personal-

ly witnessed 20 wars on four conti-
nents, traveling to 130 countries and
islands to record historical and polit-
ical events with his camera, pencils,
pens, and paints. Beck is one of sev-
eral military veterans selected for the
2017 Gettysburg National Military
Park Artist-in-Residence program.
He has served as the Director
of the State Departments African

TTEM POLE

in association with Getbysburg Community Theatre
resernis

Charles Dickens'

A Christmas Carol

at Gettysburg College’s
Majestic Theater

December 8-17

Tickets on Sale Now!
Majestic Theater Box Office (717) 337-8200

Group Rates Available!

“Thas script literally
put ‘Christ’ back in A
Christimas Carol.”

Cieflpsbirg Times

“Totem Pole’s A
Christmas Carol
fit for Broadway!
.. Paris Peet
gave a shattering
performance as

(L

Scrooge!

Shispeniabnry Semsel ook

Group Sales: 717.352.2164
www.TotemPolePlayhouse.org

peacekeeper training program, and
as the U.S. Navys official combat
artist in Operation Desert Storm. He
has been an unofficial artistic chron-
icler of history in war zones ranging
from Vietnam (1969) to Iraq (2003-
2005). In 2013, Beck was asked
by the Zimbabwean opposition to
draw 100 editorial cartoons on site
during Morgan Tsvangirai’s unsuc-
cessful bid to oust Dictator Robert
Mugabe from power. Soldier of For-
tune magazine once referred to him
as the only painter who could hon-
estly claim to be the Cold Wars offi-
cial combat artist.

Beck has eatly ties to Gettysburg
National Military Park and the sur-
rounding area. “As a kid in the
1950s, I grew up near Antietam bat-
defield and visited Gettysburg on
several occasions,” said Beck. “More
recently, I have tracked a sizable por-
tion of my ancestors who lived and
settled in the Gettysburg, Fairfield,
Carroll Valley, and Liberty Mountain
areas, including during the battle of
Gettysburg,”

“Gettysburg National Military
Park has offered inspiration to artists
for more than 150 years,” said Chuck
Huny, acting superintendent at Get-
tysburg National Military Park. “The
Artist-in-Residence program engages
new audiences and tells Gettysburg’s
stories in new and compelling ways.”

The program is offered thanks to
the input and support of the Nation-
al Park Service and the Gettysburg
Foundation and the partnership with
the Poetry Foundation, whose joint
efforts make the park the foremost
visitor destination for those interest-
ed in the epic history of the Ameri-
can Civil War.

For more information about Com-
mander Becks artists showcase event
call 717-334-1124.
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Christmas time is here again

Hannah Opdenaker
MSMU Class of 2018

December. The leaves are
gone, the mornings are frig-
id, and Christmas is just around
the corner. Even though the Fall
Semester at Mount St. Mary’s is
coming to a close, the curtain is
still rising in the Delaplaine Fine
Arts Center. This December, the
Emmitsburg community  will
get to experience the many voic-
es of the Mount Campus, as well
as an out of this world art exhib-
it. Though this month brings less
events to the Horning Theater
that does not mean the talent will
be lacking. All three divisions of
the Visual and Performing Arts
Department will be presenting
work this December, celebrating
the Christmas Season and end of
the semester.

Caroling anyone? Mount Mu-
sic Society is planning on singing
Christmas Carols for the Emmits-
burg Community at St. Joseph’s
Ministries Nursing Home. This
event will take place on Tues-
day December 5th, and surely
will include all of the your favor-
ite Christmas tunes and hymns.
The event will begin around 6:00
p-m. and is scheduled to go until
7:30 p.m. Can’t get enough Car-
ols? Mount Theatre is sponsor-
ing a Winter Student Spotlight
performance on December 8th
at 7:30 in the Horning Theater.
Student Spotlights act as “open
mic” style nights for the Mount
Community. Students sign up
the week before, and attend one
rehearsal before strutting their
stuff for the student body and
surrounding community. This
student Spotlight is themed
“Christmas Presence”.

Christmas Presence is a theme
that will focus on songs, mono-
logues, short scenes, dances, etc...
that revolve around coming to-
gether for the Holiday Season.
November 30th Horning The-
ater will also host its annual end
of the semester recital, spotlight-
ing student vocalists and instru-
mentalists enrolled in lessons at
the Mount.

Also available for viewing this
month in the Williams Art Gal-
lery is “Moon Dwellers”. Moon
Dwellers, an exhibit “inspired by
ideas in space exploration and sci-
ence fiction, Moon Dwellers by
Elliot Doughtie imagines a “what
if” scenario of the Moon as a po-
tential new domestic space. Ex-
traterrestrial landscape drawings,
domestic still-life sculptures, end-
lessly punctured photographs, and
collage that blend all of the above
populate the Williams Art Gal-
lery from November 2 through
December 8. This fictional world
created by Doughtie obscures the
binaries of internal and external,
topographical and psychologi-
cal, quotidian and strange. Here,
boundaries are challenges that
need transforming, as we must
literally construct the worlds in

which we exist and not be subject
to those we are given. Alchemy is
real and the everyday is a Terra In-
cognita” (Delaplaine Fine Arts
Center).

While many are preparing for
the end of the semester or concoct-
ing their Christmas Wish Lists, it is
difficult to stop and appreciate art
and culture during this busy time.
However, the Christmas season is
full of art and rituals. Just think
of your own homes, how many of
you redecorate your homes for the
holidays, and meticulously place
your ornaments in the perfect ar-
rangement? The Christmas Tree
has been a part of my own fami-
ly tradition since I was little, but
until recently, I hadn’t thought
about why. Like any good college
student, I checked Google to do
some research on the decorating
of the Christmas Tree. The Histo-
ry Channel did not fail me. Did
you know that evergreens were
once believed to ward off witch-
es, evil spirits, and illness? Ev-
ergreen trees were a COmMmMON
household decoration throughout
history for this reason. The advent
of Christ, however, was not the
first time everyone’s favorite co-
nifers were used in a seasonal set-
ting. The Ancient Egyptians cele-
brated the Winter Solstice, which
is the shortest day of the year. As
greens were believed to hold heal-
ing powers, they would offer them
up to Ra, the god of the sun, as
he recovered from illness (winter)
and prepared for summer.

This still, however, did not an-
swer my question about the tree.
Further investigation of the Histo-
ry Channel offered up some more
information. The Christmas Tree
as we know it was first erected by
the Germans in the 16th Centu-
ry. In fact, it is believed that Mar-
tin Luther, the Protestant Re-
former, was the first to erect a tree
with lights in his home. There is
some debate among historians as
to when the American Christmas
Tree was popularized. German set-

The Cast and directors of “Working” on their final night of performance.

tlers had community trees during
the eighteenth century in Pennsyl-
vania, but the tree was still an oddi-
ty among the other colonies. In the
1840s, Christmas Trees were seen
as pagan symbols and were still not
popular. It was not until Queen
Victoria, England’s most famous
monarch, married German Prince
Albert that the Christmas Tree be-
Victo-
ria was loved by her subjects, and
even by Americans. Many followed

came a household ritual.

in her cultural footsteps, and when
she erected a tree in her court it be-
came common practice in many
homes.

By the 1890s, ornaments were a
common import from Germany,
although homemade ornaments
were preferred by Americans. With
the invention of electricity, candles
on trees were replaced with twin-
kling lights. This also popularized
extravagant trees in town squares.
Rituals, then, become theatrical.
Just think of the Rockefeller Christ-
mas Tree Lighting Ceremony. How
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many performers show up to sing,
dance, and put on a show? Audi-
ences crowd around as these per-
formers prepare the hype for just a
simple act of “plugging in” the tree.
The theatricality behind the tree is

nothing new.

From the ancient Egyptians to
the Royal Family, the art of Christ-
mas is something that has grown
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into American culture and art. 1
sincerely hope that this litde art
history lesson has inspired you to
think about your Christmas orna-
ment placement this holiday sea-
son. Merry Christmas!

1o read past articles by Hannabh,

visit the Authors section of Emmits-
burg.net.
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Catoctin state cr OSS-COllIltl‘y meet

Edison Hatter

ust two years ago, the Catoc-

tin girls’ cross-country team set
a school record by finishing third
at the state cross-country meet.
Last year, they took the next step
and finished second, led by senior
standout Julien Webster. With the
loss of Webster and two other tal-
ented seniors, Lillie Perella and Kia
Braithwaite, the team was unable
to qualify for states this year. How-
ever, two individuals, Rachel Wal-
dron and Emma Strickland, quali-
fied for the chance to run in the 1A
State Cross-Country meet at Here-
ford High School.

Waldron, a junior, finished
in forty-third as a freshman and
medaled last year with an eigh-
teenth place finish. Strickland, a
sophomore, was impressive in the
state meet last year, finishing in
fourteenth place overall and sec-
ond among all freshmen in the
race. Both came into this year’s
state meet with a strong chance of
finishing top ten, while Waldron

was given a chance at winning the

individual state title.

The cross-country course at
Hereford High School is noto-
rious for its difficulty, famously
called the “toughest three miles in
cross country” by the Washington
Post. The first mile of the Hereford
cross-country course takes runners
around the baseball fields and be-
side the school, a fairly easy mile
considering the rest of the course.
After hitting the mile mark, run-
ners have a downhill to relax before
tackling the backside of the big hill
at Hereford, known as “the dip.”

Runners continue to experi-
ence hills on the backside of the
course before ultimately coming
down the backside of the dip and
back up the front side. Tackling
the dip this time, with two and
a half miles of running already
complete, is a much more difficult
task than the first time. Declared
the “test of champions,” many
state races have been won or lost
on the dip.

Both Catoctin runners began
the race well, with Waldron go-
ing immediately to the front and
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Strickland finding a nice pock-
et around ninth place. As the first
half mile progressed, Waldron
continued to extend her lead on
the rest of the field, while Strick-
land appeared to settle down
around twelfth place. Unfortu-
nately, both went out a little too
fast in the first mile and paid for it
on the last two miles of hills.
‘Waldron was overtaken for first
soon after she passed the mile
mark and started up the backside
of the dip. She continued to strug-
gle as she worked up the hills of
the course and fell to fifth place.
However, she was able to hold
onto fifth as she came out of the
dip for the last time and finished
the race. Strickland, meanwhile,
faced similar difficulty, falling
from twelfth place to about thirti-
eth place as a large pack of runners
passed her on the backside of the
course. She came out of the dip
for the last time in twenty-ninth
place and held off a few challeng-
ers to hold onto twenty-ninth
place at the finish line. The top
twenty-five runners medal in each
states race, so Strickland ended up
narrowly missing a states medal.

Rachel Waldron (left) and Emma Strickland (right), students from
Catoctin High School, after the state cross country meet.

In the end, Waldron finished in
21:13, just slower than her time
from last season, but finished in a
much better place, and improved
thirteen positions. “Although I
would have liked to have been
able to hold on,” Waldron com-
mented after her race,
fied with my top five finish and

I look forward to running the

“I’'m satis-

course one more time next year.”
Additionally, Waldron comment-
ed that she is looking forward to

the indoor track and field season,
where she has a strong chance of
finishing very well in the state in a
few different events.

Strickland ended up finishing
in 22:42, a somewhat disappoint-
ing result considering her race last
year. Nonetheless, she commented
that she felt that she gave the race
everything she had and that she
too is looking forward to indoor
and the chance to capture a state
title in the 800 meter run.
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On a cold, rainy, Thursday

night, Catoctin hosted the
third annual Powderpuff game
between the senior and junior
classes. The event was organized
by the Catoctin Crazies, an or-
ganization founded six years ago
to bring back school spirit. The
group is supervised by Kim Flab-
bi, an instructional aide at the
high school, and led by president
Noah Wivell. “Considering the
weather,” said Wivell, a senior at
Catoctin this year, “I'm very hap-
py with the turnout for this event.

Catoctin staff win powderpuff game

I think it was very successful.”

The first game featured the senior
and junior classes, with the winner
advancing to play the staff in a sec-
ond game. On the first play of the
game, Shayna Gerring returned the
kickoff the whole way for a touch-
down by the seniors. The extra
point was missed by Jordan Mana-
han. The score held up through half
time, as a key Rachel Boggs inter-
ception in the red zone maintained
the seniors’ lead. The juniors looked
strong coming out in the second
half, however, quickly scoring on
their first possession of the half on
a Sydney Zentz fifteen-yard touch-
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down reception. The extra point
was just right for Gracie Harri-
son.

The next opportunity for the
seniors came in the fourth quar-
ter, with the juniors pinned at
their own one-yard line. Steph
Study appeared to tackle Zentz
in the end zone for a safety, but
an unnecessary roughness call
gave the juniors another chance.
They took advantage and Mar-
lena Hand scored on an 85-yard
run on the very next play. This
time, Harrison kicked the extra
point right through the uprights
for a 13-6 juniors lead with three
minutes to go in the game. Af-
ter a 60-yard return from Gerring
on the kickoff and a 36-yard run
for Manahan, the seniors scored
on a pass to Gerring. The senior
coaches considered going for two,
but ultimately decided to go for
the extra point. Unfortunately,
Manahan could not convert and
the juniors were able to run out
the clock on the ensuing posses-
sion for a 13-12 victory.

In the staff game, the staff
drove down the field on the first
possession of the game, but an in-
terception from Zentz kept the
game scoreless. The staff were fi-
nally able to break through at
the end of the half on a 50-yard
touchdown catch from Rob Phel-
an, a math teacher at Catoctin.
Towards the end of the game,
a Phelan interception led to a
touchdown run from fellow math
teacher Tyler Ausherman as time
expired to give the staff a 14-0
victory in the game. The staff
have now won all three install-
ments of the Powderpuff games.
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MOUNT SPORTS

\Winter season

Samantha Barbato
MSMU class 2018

anksgiving is over, which
means we are able to reflect back
on our 2017 fall sports and look for-
ward to a new sports season. As the
winter season creeps around the cor-
ner, plucking each leaf from the trees,
our cold weather sports are heating
up for their full season at Mount St.
Mary’s University!

The fall season is finally over, and
fall sports are collecting their honors!
Women’s soccer’s own junior, Jen-
na West was named All-NEC Sec-
ond Team, while redshirt first year
Maggie Barron was name All-Rook-
ie Team. West played in all 18 games
for the Mount this year and was able
to register 15 points throughout the
season with 5 goals and 5 assists.
West ranked in the top-eight in the
conference in all three scoring cate-
gories and even led the conference in
shots. Barron, who stepped into the
starting role this year for the Mount
had 46 total saves, started in 15 of
the 18 games this season, and post-
ed a.648 save percentage for the year.

Also earning honors in the fall
Nicholas  Fransh-
am, and first year Isaac Kole of the
men’s cross-country team. The run-
ners both earned All-Conference at
the NEC Championships hosted by
Central Connecticut. Fransham fin-
ished eighth overall in the eight-ki-
lometer course and earned All-Con-
ference back-to-back years with the
finish, becoming the first Moun-
taineer to do so since Dylan Bernard
(2008-11). Fransham also led the
men’s team at NCAA Mid-Atantic
Regionals in November at Lehigh
University. The junior finished 71st
overall on the field of 180 total run-
ners. Kole, finished 14th overall to
carn his honors, finishing as the sec-
ond-fastest rookie in the race.

This month mens and women’s

were  junior,

swimming and diving will travel to
Loyola University on the third and
fourth of the month to compete in
the Loyola Invitational for their only
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meet of December before they head
on their training trip somewhere
warm. The women’s team has won all
five of their dual meets for the 2017
portion of their season and post-
ed a placing of third out of thirteen
total teams at their first invitational
at Franklin & Marshall. The men’s
team this fall season have recorded
their first two wins of program histo-
ry as well as recording third place out
of eleven teams at their invitational at
Franklin & Marshall.

At the most recent meet at Frank-
lin & Marshall, junior, Alyssa Fe-
los was able to break the school re-
cord in the 200-meter breaststroke,
joining the ranks of senior, Mad-
die McGraw, who was able to break
her own program record in the 100
-meter backstroke. Felos broke the
record, which previously stood at
2:27:63, with a time of 2:26:67 in
the prelims, before breaking her
own time in the finals with a time
of 2:26:47. McGraw broke her
own 100 back record with a time of
57:16, defeating her previous record
from last year’s Northeast Confer-
ence Championships.

The indoor season will begin for
men’s and women’s track and field
with three meets total for the month
of December. First, the men will
travel to Annapolis on Saturday, De-
cember 2 for the Navy Invitation-
al. Next up, the women have their
turn at Navy as they will head to An-
napolis on December 5 for the Navy
Lid-lifter. Finally, for the last com-
petition of the month, the team will
travel to Bethlehem, Pennsylvania
for the “Fast Times Before Finals”
Heptathlon at Lehigh University.

Meanwhile, the men’s and wom-
en’s basketball are both coming
out of the gates in full force with
a jam-packed month of December.
The Mount St. Mary’s Universi-
ty Women’s Basketball Team has a
packed month ahead of them com-
ing off of their first few games. The

women will kick off the month

with their first home game of the
season on Saturday, December 2

Gﬂﬁ, A

LIBERTY MOUMTAIM
RESORT

facing Loyola University. The same
week, the women will face Univer-
sity of Maryland in an away game
against last year’s number 4 rank-
ing on Wednesday, December 6.
The women will travel back to
Emmitsburg where they will host
two home games, one facing Rid-
er University on Saturday, Decem-
ber 9, and the second facing Gard-
ner-Webb on Sunday, December
17. The team will finish their 2017
year on the road with three consec-
utive road games. The team will
face University of Maryland-East-
ern Shore on December 19 to
round out its non-conference slate
of the season before some time off.
The team will head North after
the holidays to meet Central Con-
necticut University on December
29 to begin conference play, and
Bryant University to round out the
year on Sunday, December 31.
The men’s team hosted their first
home game of the season on Tues-
day, November 21 where they faced
York College. The game was part of
the Maui Jim Maui Invitational in
the Maui on the Mainland series.
At the start of the game, the Mount
unveiled the 2016-2017 Northeast
Conference Championship ban-
nets. The men began their home
court season with quite a bang, beat-
ing York 91-80 in an entertainment
packed game ample action for that
fans. Junior Robinson, the shortest
point guard in the NCAA proved
once again that its heart over height
as he led the Mountaineers with a
game high 27 points. Following the

suite and success of the senior, red-

Mount St. Mary’s first year student athlete, Donald
Carey, on the men’s basketball team, shoots from the
three-point line during the school's home opener.

shirt freshman Jonah Antonio and
freshman Donald Carey both post-
ed their first career double-doubles
in the home opener. Antonio con-
tributed a career-high 23 points,
many of which were earned be-
hind the 3-point line, alongside ten
rebounds, while Carey added 11
points to the scoreboard with a ca-
reer-high 12 assists for his first dou-
ble-double. Senior, Greg Alexander
also added 15 points to the board
for the Mount, who led the game
every minute.

To begin the month, the men will
be home again for a televised game
versus Loyola University on Satur-
day, December 2 where they will be
giving out Mount Hoops rally tow-
els for the first 400 fans in the arena!
Then, the team will travel to Pitts-
burgh where they will face the Pitt
Panthers that Tuesday, December 5
for another televised game. They will
stay on the road to hit Lehigh on De-

cember 9 on their route home. The
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men will then return to Knott Are-
na for a home game on Friday, De-
cember 15 to come head to head
with Washington College. The men
will then have a short streak of away
games starting close to home on
Monday, December 18 at American
University in Washington, D.C. Lat-
er in the week on Friday, December
22, the men will play at Coppin State
University in Baltimore. Finally, the
men will reconvene after the holidays
to travel north to Staten Island, New
York to face Wagner College on De-
cember 29 and then Brooklyn, New
York to face LIU Brooklyn on the
last of the month.

It may be cold outside, but our
winter Mount sports are packing
heat as they trailblaze into their sea-
sons to round out 2017. Join the
Mountaineer mens and women’s
basketball teams in the Knott Are-
na as they both begin fight for the
Northeast Conference Champion-
ships in 2018.
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COMPLEMENTARY CORNER

Preparing for Winter

Renee Lehman

We are gradually transition-
ing from Fall into Winter.
This article is meant to help you
remember that while you were
preparing for all your holiday fes-
tivities, what the season of Win-
ter is all about. Because, by fol-
lowing nature’s laws you will be
more likely to stay healthy. For as
is written in the one of the origi-
nal texts of ancient Chinese medi-

cine, the Su Wen, Chapter 6:

“Warmth of the Spring gives rise
to birth,

the Fire of Summer fuels rapid
growth and development,

the coolness of Fall matures all
and provides harvest, and

the coldness of Winter forces inac-
tivity and storing.

This is the rhythmic change of na-
ture.

If the four seasons become disrupt-
ed, the weather becomes unpredict-
able

and the energies of the universe
will lose their normalcy.

This principle also applies to the
body.”

Winter is nature’s “resting sea-
son.” When you look outside, it
is cold, days have less light (are
shorter), and the countryside is
“quiet.” Some aspects of nature
may look dead (at least you may
think that); however, nature is in-
tentionally storing its energet-
ic potential deep in the earth and
in the roots of vegetation. Life
does not stop during the win-
ter months. Remember that the

bulbs that are in the ground are
not dead, and the seeds that fell to

the ground from the trees/plants
are still alive. They are storing
up their energy and preparing to
burst forth during the growth pe-
riod of Spring.

Also, think about how animals
like bears and ground squirrels
hibernate during the winter. We
know how bears hibernate, but did
you know about ground squirrels?
The ground squirrel’s body tem-
perature drops to within a few de-
grees of the cold outside its den, its
heart rate decreases to 1 — 2 beats/
minute, and its breathing slows
from a few hundred times/min-
ute to once every 5 minutes. Basi-
cally, these animals slow down and
sleep until the first signs of Spring
warmth. Nature and the animals
know how to flow with nature’s
changes. They follow the natural
changes in the seasonal patterns.
Imagine if we followed the chang-
es in nature during the seasons. We
would flow in harmony with Na-
ture and have less suffering.

The gifts/opportunities  that
Winter gives us include the abili-
ty to strengthen our reserves; wis-
dom that comes from being still
and deeply listening to our inner
voice (the “quietness” of winter al-
lows us to listen); a time for reflec-
tion, and reassurance (Spring will
come again!).

Can you imagine slowing down
during the month of December?
Our “adrenaline addicted” culture
tends not to value stillness, quiet-
ness, and taking time for rest and
reflection. Can you see yourself
needing any of the gifts of Win-
ter? Can you see how the energy
of Winter is needed in your life?
Now is the time to take advantage
of what this season offers us!
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You can stay healthy (body/
mind/spirit) this Winter by: 1)
seeking replenishment; 2) get-
ting quality rest and sleep; 3) tak-
ing time for meditation and/or qi-
gong practice; and 4) eating for
healing.

Seek Replenishment. What type
of stress are you experiencing? Is
it emotional or physical? Often
the solutions to these stresses can
be simple! Let go of your worries
and allow your mind and body
to deeply rest. By reducing your
stress, you can conserve energy
and slow down unnecessary drains
on your energy. Also, Winter is a
great time to decrease the number
of activities that you are involved
with. Imagine taking a few things
“off your plate.” Wouldn’t it be
nice to feel energized in late Win-
ter to early Spring because you
conserved some energy?

Get Quality Rest & Sleep. The
important word here is quali-
ty. When you go to sleep at night
keep the room dark. If there is
even the slightest bit of light in the
room it can disrupt your circadi-
an rhythm and your pineal gland’s
production of melatonin and se-
rotonin (both are involved in the
regulation of your sleep).

Turn the TV off before going to
sleep (and don't sleep with the TV
on). The TV is too stimulating
to the brain and it will take lon-
ger to fall asleep (disrupts the pi-
neal gland function). Turn off any
electronic devices around 2 hours

Some photos just don’t need a caption ....

before going to sleep. Also, don’t
read, eat, or work in your bed-
room — keep it for sleeping only.
Finally, try going to bed %2 hour
earlier than usual and assess how
you feel upon awakening. You
might be surprised how much
more “refreshed” you are.

Mediation/Qigong ~ Practice.
Take this “quicter” time of the year
to go deep within yourself. Sit in
quiet meditation or hold the Qi-
gong posture, ‘The Dragon Stands
Between Heaven and Earth.” Do-
ing so will help you connect with
the unlimited Universal Lifeforce.
You never know what “informa-
tion” you will receive.

Also consider other gentle ex-
ercises, such as, yoga, tai chi, and
Pilates instead of energy expand-
ing exercises such as jogging, cy-
cling, and swimming. These
gentle, more subtle forms of ex-
ercises strengthen your inner self
and build your “internal” energy
and tend not to run your “batter-
ies” down like the energy expand-

l
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ing forms of exercise. They also
help to “clear” excesses such as too
much food, work, tension, etc.

Eat Well. How many of you
tend to get cold easily in the Win-
ter? Since the weather is colder,
consider eating foods that produce
more internal heat/warmth. What
sounds better to you right now: a
cup of soup or a garden salad? Eat
bone soup and fish to help build
the energy of your Kidney, the or-
gan related to winter (Nourish-
ing recipes can be found at: www.
temworld.org/dragonsway/reci-
pes/). Treat your body right! Start
by feeding it warm, loving foods
and warm, loving thoughts. Re-
member, on a lower level of con-
sciousness, you are what you eat.
But on a higher level of conscious-
ness, you are what you think!

So, if you normally dislike Win-
ter, consider looking at it from a
different angle/perspective. Allow
this season to give you the oppor-
tunity for rest and rejuvenation.

Adopt the pace of nature: her

secret is patience.”

—Ralph Waldo Emerson

“What good is the warmth of
summer, without the cold of win-
ter to give it sweetness.”

—John Steinbeck

Renee Lebman is a licensed acu-
puncturist and physical therapist
with 30 years of health care expe-
rience. Her office is located at 249B
York Street in Gettysburg. She can
be reached at 717-752-5728.
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FITNESS AND HEALTH

Easing your holiday stress

Linda Stultz
Certified Fitness Trainer

tress and the Holidays seem to go

hand in hand. The Holiday Sea-
son is supposed to be fun, joyous and
a happy tme to spend with family
and friends. How many of us really
get to enjoy the season as it is meant
to be? T know when my kids were
young I tried to make everything the
best for them and ran myself ragged
trying to get everything done. Now
that I am a bit older and hopefully a
litcle wiser, I realize that some of those
things that I spent so much time on
were nice but if they dont get done
now it is ok.

Christmas will come and go and
nobody will notice if you didnt get all
the different types of cookies baked or
if some of the decorations didn't make
it to the windows. Sure, you know
what you didnt get completed like
you used to, but the kids are happy
with what you did do. I know there
are many extra things you like to have
to make the Holidays special for your
friends and family but maybe this
year you could think about scaling
back on one or two of them.

You have heard of working smarter
instead of harder. This may be the
time to think about how you could

get some of the Holidays chores done
a litdle earlier, like baking some of the

cookies early and putting them in the
freezer in October. Baking early will
give you more time to do other things
and the cookies really do taste just as
good. Maybe getting some of the
shopping done throughout the year
will help with the stress and added
financial crunch that comes with
waiting until right before Christmas.
Asking family members to help dec-
orate or even wrap presents can take
some of the time and responsibil-
ity off your shoulders and they may
even enjoy doing it. Some people get
together with a group of close friends
and share the baking, wrapping,
shopping and decorating. It can be
fun to work together at each other’s

houses and share ideas and traditions.

Time is always a precious value
during the Holidays but it is import-
ant to make a few minutes to de-stress
with mediation, exercise, talking with
friends, reading or whatever helps
you relax. Too much pushing your-
self may lower your immune system,
cause depression, or affect your health
in a negative way. We all have heard
that we need to take care of ourselves
so we can take of the others we love.
Keep up with your regular exercise rou-
tine if you have one. Getting off track
with your routine can make it very dif-
ficult to get back to it later. If you dont
exercise now; try doing something for
yourself; even if it is only for a few min-

utes every day or so. Starting an exer-
cise program right before the Holidays
is probably not something you will be
able to do, but you can think about it
for the New Year.

Whatever you decide to do, please
remember to add in tme for yourself
and hopefully you can relieve some of
the added stress the busy days ahead
will bring, Think about what you enjoy
doing and how you can incorporate it
into your schedule. Look for my Open
House information and date in the next
issue and remember to Keep Moving; it
will get you through to busy days ahead.

Have a healthy and very Merry
Christmas.

If you have any questions about getting
started just call me at 717-334-6009
and remember to Keep Moving.

Self care

Hilary Rothrock

“meme” has popped up across so-
ial media feeds recently. It states
simply, “Is almost time to switch
from my everyday anxiety to my fan-
¢y Christmas anxiety.” It makets us
chuckle because its oh so tue to
many of us, especially the caretakers of
the world.

While the holiday season can be a
time of relaxation, the added stress of
holiday activities can create the perfect
storm for irritability and exhaustion.
Making sure you take care of yourself
during the holidays can help ease this
tension and make them more enjoyable.

Larry Stouter MS LCPC, Clinical
Director of Catoctin Counseling Cen-
ters, has some tips for managing stress
during the holidays. “Really, the only
way to reduce holiday stress is to be
willing to cut our schedules and will-
ingly experience some guil” he says.
“Only do the things that you genuinely
want to do. You'll find that others don'
mind or they get over it rather quick-
ly. Its okay to simply say no thank you
to an invitation. In fact, some consider
this capacity an indicator of solid men-
tal health.” Overextending ourselves
because we don't want to miss out only
leads to exhaustion and burnout. Say-
ing “no” to things that dont bring you
joy leaves you time to say “yes” to the
things that do.

Another important step towards en-
joying the holidays is to treat your body

well. Make plans to rest, make healthy
food and beverage choices, and get plen-
ty of sleep. What helps some people is
focusing on breakfast. If they can have a
healthy, vitamin rich breakfast they start
out their day with their self-care, mak-
ing choices throughout the day easier.
Plan on one self-care step a day through-
out the holidays. Sudden or unexpected
changes to routine happen often.

The shorter days, colder tempera-
tures, and bad weather can trigger anx-
fety and depression. “Shorter durations
of sunlight produces a natural reduc-
tion in levels of energy,” says Stout-
er. “Getting outside and even using a
Seasonal Affective Disorder (S.A.D)
light may be helpful.” If this is some-
thing you find yourself coping with ev-
ery yea, it is a good idea to speak with
your physician about your vitamin D
levels. Some locals enjoy the benefits of
10-15 minutes in a tanning booth, like
those found at Salon Soleil in Thur-
mont. Owner Cindy Waynant says
she often gets tanners complaining of
the “Winter Blues. “They walk in with
a frown and leave with a smile, saying
they feel like they just spent the day at
the beach.” she stated.

Holidays also mean being around a
lot of people and a lot of activites, but
dont feel bad about taking a break to
return to a calm state. “On one par-
ticularly cold Christmas all my family
was around making the typical holiday
noise. I stepped into the basement for
about ten minutes, sat down and took

some nice deep slow breaths. It was
very refreshing and I was then able to
go up and enjoy time with my family.”
This is a skill being taught to children
in our schools and its important as
adults to take those moments instead
of rushing into a stressful situation in a
stressed out state.

Mindfulness techniques help to
manage anxiety and stress, and they
don't take much dme at all. Taking a
few moments everyday to dlear your
mind and just breathe has been shown
to actually shrink the part of your brain
thats associated with anxiety. One
mindfulness activity is called ground-
ing. Grounding is a simple technique
actors often use to counteract stage
fright and performance anxiety. First,
look around and identfy five things
you see, then four things you can touch
starting with whatever is beneath your
body, next idendfy three things you
can hear, followed by identfying two
smells, then find something you can
taste. Once youve done this you will
be grounded in the here and now. Try
it! Take your time and practice, it gets
easier the more you do it.

The holidays can be a stressful
time, but with the right self-care you
can stress less and celebrate more. If
you are interested in speaking with a
counselor about your seasonal stress
or anxiety; there are several counselors
available at Catoctin Wellness Cen-
ter in Thurmont or at the other of-
fices of Catoctin Counseling Centers
throughout Central Maryland. Mr.
Stouter has been in practice for near-
ly 30 years and specializes in anxiety,
couples issues, and addictions. They

can be reached at (301) 271-4870.
The National Suicide Prevention
Lifeline is available every minute of

every day. At the other end of this

number, 1-800-273-TALK (8255),
is a caring human who is waiting to
assist you with whatever stress you're

experiencing,

o AssIsled v (1174 * ".In_':||||.':. Care ¥ I-t-._--..||:|-._' Sy

r

HEARTFIELDS
ASSISTED LIVING AT FREDERICK
/| FIVE STAR
SEHIDR LIVING
There 't wo pNaCE (ke hoame, phar s for sgere. 3o whem [ Mircres o wiremcn Do Ahingn
Ao’ fow @ VR OF IBOF Ul @ KRG 8 i PRadd i ke MaareFoaelds @i

www _hearificldsatlrederickassistedlivimg.com

s

30 DAY TRAINING
EXPERIENCE $29.95

Ty our merww groos Tunctonal traeemog sk
s iy O recnuhy PerTeOchEheod cpprry P
(Ja'= gas = s-g ela ges s gpidgn-—nidg== N g=ral
S svvbessno] e ittt
Expires 123117

@ Aleays open

130 Frederick Rid., Thurmant, MD

301.271.0077

anylimefilness. com

Took 1o rack ﬂ Friendly support

progress

ANY TINE
FiIThNESS

We Have Used Wheelchair Vans and
Handicap Accessible Vehicles for Sale!

&,

AA - EASTERN MOBILITY, INC. “Access to the World"”
12455 Woodsboro Pike = Keymar, MD 21757
Phone: 301.845.4188 « Toll-Free: 888.845.0533 + Fax: 301.845.6316

AA-Eastern Mobility offers customized transportation solutions for handicapped
individuals including Stair Lifts, Lift Chairs, Wheelchair Lifts, Wheelchair Ramps,
Turney Seats, Hand Controls, Left Foot Accelerators, Wheelchair Accessible

Vans, Lowered Floor Minivans, Eldorado National Amerivan Conversion Vans

We offer many options to customize your
home and vehicle to make your life easier.




44 | EMMITSBURG NEWS-JOURNAL | DECEMBER 2017

ASTRONOMY

The night sky of December

Professor Wayne Wooten

For December, the full moon,
the “Long Night Moon” oc-
curs on December 3, 2017. The
last quarter moon is on December
10th. The waning crescent moon
passes just north of Mars on the
morning of December 13th, and
then north of Jupiter the following
morning; this is also the peak for
the best meteor shower of the year.
The Geminids will begin coming
out of the northeast shortly after
sunset, and peak at about a mete-
or a minute about 3-4 a.m. on the
14th. The moon is new December
18th. First quarter moon is on De-
cember 26th.

While the naked eye, dark adapt-
ed by several minutes away from
any bright lights, is a wonderful
instrument to stare up into deep
space, far beyond our own Milky
Way, binoculars are better for spot-
ting specific deep sky objects. For
a detailed map of northern hemi-
sphere skies, about November 30th
visit the www.skymaps.com

website and download the map
for December 2017; it will have a
more extensive calendar, and list of
best objects for the naked eyes, bin-
oculars, and scopes on the back of
the map. Also notable is wonder-
ful video exploring the sky, avail-
able from Hubble Space Telescope
website at: http://hubblesite.org/
explore_astronomy/tonights_sky/

Mercury and Saturn are briefly

This fine shot of the “Eye of God” in the Helix Nebula probably anticipates what
our own solar system will look like six billion years hence, when the evolved
red giant sun passes through a similar cosmic strip tease stage.

visible just after sunset during the
first week of December, but lost in
sun’s glare for rest of month. Venus
is also lost in the Sun’s glare, to re-
appear in the dawn in early 2018.
Mars and Jupiter

are in the dawn sky, with closer
Mars overtaking more distant Ju-
piter throughout the month, with
the two only 3 degrees apart on
New Year’s morning,

The square of Pegasus domi-
nates the western sky. South of it
are the watery constellations of
Pisces (the fish), Capricorn (Sea
Goat), Aquarius (the Water Bear-
er), and Cetus (the Whale). Below
Aquarius is Fomalhaut, the only
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first magnitude star of the south-
ern fall sky. It is the mouth of Pi-
sces Australius, the Southern Fish.
Between the foot of Aquarius and
Fomalhaut is the Helix Nebula, the
closest planetary nebula. This fine
shot of the “Eye of God” probably
anticipates what our own solar sys-
tem will look like 6 billion years
hence, when the evolved red giant
sun passes through a similar cosmic
strip tease stage.

The constellation  Cassiope-
ia makes a striking W in the N'W.
She contains many nice star clus-
ters for binocular users in her outer
arm of our Milky Way, extending
to the NE now. Her daughter, An-
dromeda, starts with the NE cor-
ner star of Pegasus” Square, and
goes NE with two more bright
stars in a row. It is from the mid-
dle star, beta Andromeda, that we
proceed about a quarter the way
to the top star in the W of Cassio-
peia, and look for a faint blur with
the naked eye. M-31, the Androm-
eda Galaxy, is the most distant ob-

ject visible with the naked eye, ly-
ing about 2.5 million light years
distant. Overhead is Andromeda’s
hero, Perseus, rises. Perseus con-
tains the famed eclipsing binary
star Algol, where the Arabs imag-
ined the eye of the gorgon Medusa
would lie. It fades to a third its nor-
mal brightness for six out of every
70 hours, as a larger but cooler or-
ange giant covers about 80% of the
smaller but hotter and thus bright-
er companion as seen from Earth.
Look at Perseus’ feet for the
famed Pleiades cluster; they lie
about 400 light-years distant, and
over 250 stars are members of this
fine group. East of the seven sisters
is the V of stars marking the face
of Taurus the Bull, with bright or-
ange Aldebaran as his eye. The V
of stars is the Hyades cluster, older
than the blue Pleiades, but about
half their distance. Their appear-
ance in November in classical times
was associated with the stormy sea-
son, when frail sailing ships stayed
in port. Aldeberan is not a member

of the Hyades, but about twice as
close as the Hyades; distances in as-
tronomy can be deceiving,.

Yellow Capella, a giant star
the same temperature and color
as our much smaller Sun, domi-
nates the overhead sky. It is part
of the pentagon on stars making
up Auriga, the Charioteer (think
Ben Hur). Several nice binocular
Messier open clusters are found in
the winter milky way here. East of
Auriga, the twins, Castor and Pol-
lux highlight the Gemini. UWF
alumni can associate the pair with
Jason and the Golden Fleece leg-
end, for they were the first two Ar-
gonauts to sign up on his crew of
adventurers.

South of Gemini, Orion is the
most familiar winter constella-
tion, dominating the eastern sky at
dusk. The reddish supergiant Be-
telgeuse marks his eastern shoulder,
while blue-white supergiant Rigel
stands opposite on his west knee.
Just south of the belt, hanging like
a sword downward, is M-42, the
Great Nebula of Orion, an out-
standing binocular and telescopic
stellar nursery. It is part of a huge
spiral arm gas cloud, with active
starbirth all over the place.

Last but certainly not least, in
the east rise the hunter’s two faith-
ful companions, Canis major and
minor. Procyon is the bright star in
the litdle dog, and rises minutes be-
fore Sirius, the brightest star in the
sky. Sirius dominates the SE sky by
7 p-m., and as it rises, the turbulent
winter air causes it to sparkle with
shafts of spectral fire. Beautiful as
the twinkling appears to the naked
eye, for astronomers this means
the image is blurry; only in space
can we truly see “clearly now”. At
8 light years distance, Sirius is the
closest star we can easily see with
the naked eye. Below Sirius in bin-
oculars is another fine open clus-
ter, M-41, a fitting dessert for New
Year’s sky feast.

Farmers’

“He who has not Christmas in
his heart will never find it un-
der a tree”

— Roy L. Smith (1887-1963)

Mid-Atlantic Weather Watch:
Fair and cool (1, 2, 3) turning
windy and colder, lake-effect snow
(4,5). Nor’easter, snow heavy in the
northern part of the region (6, 7, 8,
9) returning to fair and cold weath-
er with periods of more lake-effect
snow (10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16,
17). Fair and cold (18,19) with
more snow, some rain in the south
(20,21); fair and cold again (22,
23, 24, 25, 26) with heavy snow
(27, 28) ending the month with
fair but very cold temperatures (29,
30, 31).

Full Moon: Full
Moon occurs on Sunday, Decem-
ber 3rd. For obvious reasons, it has
been referred to as Cold Moon and
also Ice-forming Moon because of

December’s

Almanac

the ice forming over many lakes
and ponds in the region during
the month. Some Native Ameri-
cans called it Beaver Moon because
beavers are most active in Decem-
ber, scurrying to finish building
their dams and lodges before win-
ter sets in.

Holidays: Hanukah begins at sun-
set on Tuesday, December 12th,
the Winter Solstice occurs on
Thursday, December 21st, and
Christmas falls on Monday, De-
cember 25th. Have fun with fam-
ily and friends but also resolve to
keep that joyful and giving spirit
alive throughout the entire coming
year! New Year’s Eve falls on Sun-
day, December 31st. For a safe and
family-oriented evening of fun,
food, and entertainment on the
very first night of the year, consid-
er attending a First Night Celebra-
tion. If your town or municipali-
ty doesn’t hold one, check regional
and metropolitan newspapers for

one being held near you.

The Garden: Utilize this time to
do any major last-minute cleanup
projects around the garden area.
Haul away any debris that is to
large or woody for compost, build
paths, turn the compost pile to
keep it warm, and generally make
the garden space tidy before the
spring returns. Make sure that your
beds (especially ground beds) are
properly protected from any ero-
sion with leaves, mulch or other or-
ganic materials. Consider a garden
shop gift card, garden tools, or of-
fering to clean, refurbish, or sharp-
en garden equipment for the gar-
dener in your life. Books on their
favorite type of plants, or a gift card
to a popular gardening catalog are
also welcome gifts.

J. Gruber’s Thought For
Today’s Living

“The thought that goes into the giv-
ing of a gift to a friend or loved one
is so much more important than the

value of the gift.”
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COMPUTER Q&A

Holiday gadget buying guide

Ayse Stenabaugh

olidays are stressful enough

without having to worry
about getting the right gifts, so we
have put together a few tips and
tricks to make buying this holi-
day easier. Don’t know what to
get the techie that has everything?
— we have a few ideas for buying
for those who have virtually every-

thing!

Computers

When purchasing a computer this
holiday you will want to deter-
mine the habits of the person you
are secking a gift for. Are they a
gamer? Microsoft Office user? Or
just a basic web browser? Deter-
mining the gift receiver’s needs
will help you to choose a com-
puter that will do more than just
get them by. Gamers are going to
require a higher end video card
while Office users are going to
need access to their software (Mi-
crosoft Office does NOT come
with new computers — and must
be purchased separately!). Those
who are basic browsers won’t need
much in the way of extras but it’s
important to be mindful of the
processor speed and the amount
of memory on any new comput-
er. Be wary of budget computers
with Celeron or Atom processors
else you may leave your gift recip-
ient wishing that they unwrapped
socks instead!

Tablets

When considering purchasing a
tablet as a gift ensure that it will
meet the needs you are trying to
fulfill. Unless you are purchasing
a Windows tablet such as a Micro-
soft Surface it’s unlikely that it will
perform all of the same functions
as a computer. Many budget tablets
are available today that lack quali-
ty so it’s recommended to refer to
reviews to determine if the price is
worth the potential sacrifice. An-
other thing to consider is what op-
erating system the tablet should
run on. If the gift is for an iP-
hone user, you will probably want
to stick with an iPad so that they
can sync their apps and data seam-
lessly. The same holds true for An-
droid users who will likely appre-
ciate an Android tablet. Windows
tablets and Amazon’s Kindle are a
great option for those who arent
familiar with iOS or Android de-
vices. Ensure that whatever device
you choose has enough storage ca-
pacity, some devices have the abili-
ty to increase space with an exter-
nal storage such as SD cards, other
devices do not support expandable
storage. Many devices also take up
a good chuck of the storage space
with the operating system so its
best to go with the larger storage
capacity for the devices that don't
support expandable storage.

Smartphones
As with tablets, you should try
to identify whether the user

will find an iPhone, Android
or Windows Phone more use-
ful. In fact, its recommend that
you determine exactly which
phone the user will want pri-
or to purchasing or setting up a
new phone since many compa-
nies have semi-strict return pol-
icies on new devices. There are
lots of new devices on the mar-
ket all with varying features and
storage capacities. Ensure that
you are choosing a data plan to
go with the phone that will pro-
vide enough data to cover the
gift receiver’s usage!

Tech gift ideas for the person
who has everything
So what do you get for the person
who seems to have everything?
There are lots of new and innova-
tive tech gifts emerging so check
out some of the unique gift ideas
below.

For the iPad or Android user
that would like to be able to easily

Cirea 1557
RESTAURANT & CATERING

Lunch & Dinner - 7 days a week!

transfer documents and photos, at
Jester’s Computers we have a USB
flash drive device that makes this
possible!

For the techie that has all the
other gadgets, consider a smart
watch. They sync to your phone
and some can even make and re-
ceive phone calls among many
other features!

For those who use their devices
in bed consider a lazy arm brack-
et that can attach to beds and oth-
er devices using a clamp and eas-
ily allows you to read or watch tv
with your device hands free!

What about the person who
constantly misplaces their gad-
gets? Checkout Bluetooth track-
ing devices such as TrackR so they
can find their devices with ease!
Unlike the Tile, TrackR has re-
placeable batteries!

The media lover will enjoy
Roku or Amazon Fire Stick which
allows users stream internet con-
tent to their TV without needing
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to connect their computer!

For the beginner who has gad-
gets but doesn’t know how to use
them yet consider a gift certificate
to Jester's Computers for a one-
on-one technology class! Classes
are available by appointment only
and are just $25 for a one hour

session! Call 717-642-6611 to or-
der a gift certificate.

As always for computer repair service
and technology advice you can trust
contact Jester’s Computer Services at
717-642-6611 or visit us on the web
ar www.jesterscomputers.com.
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UPCOMING

EVENTS

December 2

PCCW Christmas Bake Sale at St
Mary’s Catholic Church in Fair-
field. The kitchen is open for lunch
along with vendors with lots of
Christmas goodies. The ladies will
be selling their Amish quilt with the
final drawing at 3. Please come, sup-
port and enjoy yourselves. For more

information call 717-642-8815.

Catoctin Furnace Historical Soci-
ety’s Traditional Village Christmas.
Decorate a fresh wreath with bows,
balls, bells, pinecones, holly, icicles
and ornaments! Select unique hand-
made gifts for the holidays. Enjoy
food, hot mulled wine, apple cider,
taffy pulling, and heirloom-recipe
baked goods. Children can make a
punched or painted tin holiday or-
nament and have their photograph
taken with Belsnickel. Also expe-
rience Kris Kringling, a costumed
holiday tradition of dancing, sing-
ing and eating while visiting village
homes! For more information, visit
www.catoctinfurnace.org.

Mount St. Mary’s Chorale con-
cert. Visit the Basilica at the Na-

tional Shrine for music from the
Mount, a concert featuring the
melodic voices of the Mount St.

Mary’s University Chorale.

Annual Olde Getty Place Christ-
mas Parade. Be part of it all as
we delight in the annual parade,
light the great tree in the Lincoln
Square, and sing Christmas car-
ols together to bring in the hol-
iday season. Enjoy a variety of
bands, floats, costumed charac-
ters, distinguished guests, danc-
ers, youth groups and, of course,
Santa Claus! We are honored to
have the US Army Old Guard Fife
and Drum Corps lead this year’s
parade! After the parade, Santas
Shanty will be open on the Square
for the children. For more infor-

mation call 717-334-1518 x229.

December 3

Music Gettysburg! presents Fes-
tival Choral Vespers for Advent.
The holiday season kicks off with
candlelight prayer the Schola
Cantorum singing some of the last
millennium’s most beautiful mu-
sic of hope and expectation. Mu-

sic Gettysburg! is a premier con-
cert series featuring international,
regional and local musical artists
for the greater south central Penn-
sylvania region. For more infor-
mation, call 717-339-1334 or vis-

it www.musicgettysburg.org.

December 8 & 9

Camp Eder’s Christmas Tree Fes-
tival. This year’s events include
Christmas lights and music, story
telling by Dave Weiss, food, bake
sale, luminary garden, kid’s ac-
tivity cabin horse-drawn carriage
rides and a tree-decorating con-
test. This time of year can be very
difficult for families. Please bring
any amount of the following items
for local families in need: Small
bags of rice, oatmeal, applesauce,
and cereals. All donations will go
to Fairfield families in need via
Fairfield Mennonite Church Food
Pantry. For more information vis-
it www.campeder.org.

December 11 & 18

Mackenzie’s Light, a bereave-
ment support group, will meet at
the Thurmont Regional Library.

Anyone impacted by the loss of
a loved one is welcome. For more
information, call 240-288-1300.

December 15

Ladies Night Out & Ugly Christ-
mas Sweater Contest at the Red
Door Boutique in Taneytown.
Attention all Ladies! Take the
night off and join us for a night
of fun, food, and friendship. Lo-
cal vendors and crafters will be
set up in the store offering their
latest creations and additions.
Wear your “best” Ugly Christmas
Sweater to compete for fun priz-
es! Light appetizers will be served
and as always, BYOB. For more
information visit www.reddoor-
taneytown.com.

The Gettysburg Choral Society
presents “Christmas in Song” fea-
turing beloved Christmas favor-
ites. Hosted by Trinity United
Church of Christ, 60 East High
Street, Gettysburg. Dessert recep-
tion to follow in Fellowship Hall.

December 16
Blue Ridge Mountain Christmas
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Celebration. This year’s event,
sponsored by the Blue Ridge
Summit Free Library will be held
at the library and plaza green, lo-
cated at 13676 Monterey Lane.
There is something for everyone.
Songs of the season by Rich Fe-
hle; fire truck rides; horse-drawn
sleigh rides; smores on the pla-
za; refreshments will be served
from the library porch, craft mak-
ing for the kids; and the historic
Blue Ridge Summit Free Library
will open its doors for the annual
Holiday Open House. Santa will
be here with treats for the kids and
the young at heart. Come share
the joy and good feeling of the
Christmas season. For more infor-

mation, call 717-642-5645.

December 17

Music Gettysburg presents Christ-
mas Offering. Our annual holiday
sampler, of favorite performers
and festive music, this year led by
Wayne Hill, the Ben Jones Brass,
the Gettysburg Children’s Choir,
and the Schola Cantorum with
Stephen Folkemer on the organ.
Music Gettysburg! is a premier
concert series featuring interna-
tional, regional and local musical
artists for the greater south central
Pennsylvania region. For more in-
formation, call 717-339-1334 or

visit www.musicgettysburg.org.

December 18

Mother Seton School Christmas
Program. Come celebrate the joy
of Christmas with us! The pro-
gram will include choral perfor-
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to Support these Fire & Rescue Companies

Calendars are available at:
The Palms Restaurant, The Ott House Pub,
Zurgable Brothers Hardware & Hobbs Hardware

For more information contact The Vigilent Hose Co. at

301-447-2728 or visit www.VHC6.com
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Hard Candy
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Gateway

Candyland » Lguor » loe Oream = Glits

Join us for our

HOLIDAY OPEN HOUSE
& Sun. December 9th & 10th
ALL GIFTS 20% OFF
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Holiday :+::
Cift Baskets Sﬂt.
Available $
Old Tyme h
Christmas Jﬂhﬂl‘l}’ Walker

with engravers

Other Tastings

Fridays & Saturdays

HOLIDAY
CRAFT BEERS
AVAILABLE

Holiday Candy Making
Chocolates & Supplies,
Candy Molds, Merckens,
Sugars & Decorations!
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During December!

Dec. 15th - 4-7 p.m.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

mances from the Mother Seton
School Chorus and from indi-
vidual classes, our award-winning
band, and a student-produced
Christmas play. For more infor-
mation, call 301-447-3161 or vis-
it www.mothersetonschool.org.

December 31

Gettysburg’s New Year’s Eve Cele-
bration. Welcome 2017 with mu-
sic, magic, fireworks and much
more! Countdown to midnight
begins at 11:30. Fireworks display
over Lincoln Square at midnight.
For more information call 717-

334-5006.

Events at Hollabaugh Bros.
December 1 -3

Hollabaugh’s 8th annual Holi-
day Open House. Join the Hol-
labaugh family for a celebration

"MAIN STREET
MATINEES

RETURNS IN JANUARY 2018!
Every 2nd & 4th Saturday
of each month -2 - 4 p.m.

Other events coming in 2018:

Vinyl & Vino Nite
% Name The Tune the 60's
Name That Tune the 70’s
Trivial Pursuit Nite

Thurmont Main Strest Conter, 11 Water Strest
For the complebe Esting of evenis go to: furmandmainsinesl com
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of the holidays, featuring lots of
great products to sample, wonder-
ful refreshments to share, sales and
specials throughout the market,
and seasonal gift items and deco-
rations to prepare your home for
the holidays. Come share in the
holiday cheer at Hollabaugh’s! No
registration required — free event!
For more information, call 717-

677-8412.

December 3

Silent Night Paint-Along Event at
Hollabaugh Bros. A professional
artist will walk you through the
entire painting process. The basic
design is pre-drawn for you. Be-
ginners are most definitely wel-
come! Bring a friend and enjoy
an evening of creativity and fun,
or meet some new friends at Hol-
labaugh’s! Cost includes all paint-
ing supplies needed to complete a

»
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Call And Place 301

Your Order Today!

16 x 20” canvas panel, along with
some light refreshments from
Hollabaugh’s bakery! For more
information call 717-677-8412.

December 9
Ladies’ Holiday Tea at Holla-

baugh Bros. Join us at the mar-
ket for a lovely holiday teatime!
We'll start with an informal
tea with time to chat with your
friends and new acquaintances.
We'll conclude our gathering by
making a craft to add a touch of

the holiday season to your home.
Join us for a fun, relaxing time
with your friends...and make a
new friend or two! This event is
open to all Ladies — teens and up!
For more information call 717-

677-8412.

Give gifts

Y

Wait... What? Sauce & Rub?

£

Art By Local Artists

Books ~ Cards ~ Pottery
Hand Painted Glass ~ Thurmont T-Shirts
Uncle Dirty’s BBQ Sauce
2017 White Christmas Omament

that are truly
unique & local!

MAIN STREET

CENTER
11 Water Street, Thurmont

b4

Shawn’s Spicy Buffalo
Sauce & Rub
Howurs.

Thursday thru Monday Noon - 4 p.m.
(Closed Sun., Dec. 24 & Mon., Dec. 25)

thurmontmainsireef.com « Facebook.comyThurmoniFirst
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-447-6688

www.shopjubileefoods.com
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HOW OLD IS THAT FROZEN TURKEY?
NO EXPIRATION DATE?
HOW MUCH ADDED SOLUTION?

Buy And Support Local Adams County Turkeys!

LOCAL FRESH FARM RAISED TURKEYS

FRESH TURKEYS WITH NO ADDITIVES & NO BASTING INGREDIENTS

TREAT YOUR FAMILY TO THE BEST TURKEY AVAILABLE
FOR YOUR HOLIDAY MEAL!

ADAMS COUNTY

YORK SPRINGS
TURKEY FARM
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Mount St. Mary’s University Chorale Concert

Saturday, December 2, 7-8 p.m. at the Seton Basilica at the
National Shrine of Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton

Join the Mount St. Mary’s University Chorale as they celebrate the
beginning of the Advent season with a concert under the direction of
Andrew Rosenfeld, D.M.A., in the beautiful setting of the Seton Basilica.

Free admission. For more information call 301-447-5308.

Seminary Open House

Sunday, December 3, 2-4 p.m. at McSweeny Hall, patio entrance
Tours every 20 minutes

Holy Hour 3-4 p.m.
The Office of Vigils for Advent 4:30-5:15 p.m.
Chapel of the Immaculate Conception

Events atf the National Shrine Grotto of Our Lady of Lourdes

Worship Opportunities

All Masses Held at Noon

December 2 & 3, Weekend Mass

December 8, Mass of the Immaculate Conception
December 9 & 10, Weekend Mass

December 12, Our Lady of Guadalupe Mass
December 16 & 17, Weekend Mass

December 23 & 24, Weekend Mass

December 30 & 31, Weekend Mass

January 1, Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God Mass

PLEASE NOTE:
December 24: Chapels, Miller Family Visitors Center
and St. Bernadette's Shoppe will close 2:30 p.m.

December 25: Grotto grounds are open; Chapels, Miller Family
Visitors Center and St. Bernadette's Shoppe are closed.

For more event defails please visit www.msmary.edu/calendar.




